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Carving book wraps up Cherokee series
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A new book by Anna Fariello of Western Carolina University's

The 66-page “Cherokee Carving,” on sale through the
Qualla Arts and Crafts Mutual and the Museum of the
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and ﬂgure5 and touches on the bas relief technique Catolster and daughter Sarah demonstrate at the Craftsman’s

Fair of the Southern Highlands in 1949. Photo courtesy of the
Southern Highland Craft Guild

which produces a two-dimensional image on a flat plane.
The last half of the book is devoted to short biographies

of nine individual Eastern Band carvers.

Most of the carvers concentrated on wood, although one, the self-taught John Julius Wilnoty (b. 1940), is famed for his
work in stone. Many spent their formative years on the Qualla Boundary while others, such as Goingback Chiltoskey

(1907-2000), Amanda Crowe (1928-2004) and Will West Long (1870-1947), spent years away from Cherokee while they
honed their skills. Crowe, for instance, the lone female featured in the book, studied sculpture in Mexico with Jose de

Creeft, the artist who created the Alice in Wonderland statue in New York's Central Park.
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“Cherokee Carving” is the third and final installment of the “From the Hands of

our Elders” series authored by Fariello to document Cherokee arts. Firstin the

Hdtuetzlde el el eyl ez el series was “Cherokee Basketry,” published in 2009, followed by “Cherokee

cultural traditions and one of the

Pottery” in 2011. The basketry and pottery books are available locally and have

carvers included in Fariello’s book, uses both recently been reissued as electronic books available for purchase through
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form of a mask.
“Research for each book produced some surprises and a better understanding

of the crafts it portrayed. It has been my pleasure to uncover the traditions,
artistry and stories of many of Cherokee’s best craft-makers. As it should be, the Cherokee language makes no distinction

between art and craft,” Fariello said.

As she did with her previous works, Fariello drew heavily on the archives and B A new book by Anna Fariello of

collection of the Qualla Arts and Crafts Mutual, an artists cooperative for . . L
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arts and crafts of the Eastern Band, worked closely with Fariello and other
Hunter Library staff and family members of the carvers to ensure the accuracy

of personal biographies.

The books are a valuable resource and have been embraced in the community,
said Cruz, manager of the cooperative. In addition to their role as histories of
craft, the books serve as a reference for collectors and as companion pieces to
purchased artwork. They also have helped Arts and Crafts Mutual staff identify
the artists, or family of artists, behind unsigned work brought in by collectors,
and such identifying information adds values to a piece, Cruz said. Community
members value the books for their information about family relations. “They
enjoy going back and tracing who they may be related to. It's like a genealogy

book, too,” she said.

The book is dedicated to Betty DuPree, a longtime manager of the arts

cooperative who tirelessly promoted Cherokee artisans.
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Many at WCU contributed to the production of the carving book. Tom Frazier and Clint Hardin of the University Print Shop

assisted with the book’s design and printing. Tom Belt and Hartwell Francis of the Cherokee Language Program provided

translations of chapter headings. Robert Conley, the Sequoyah Distinguished Professor of Cherokee Studies, along with

Conley's wife, Evelyn, and Roseanna Belt, director of the Cherokee Center, assisted with clarifying cultural interpretation.

Hunter Library reference librarian Ann Hallyburton and library technician Bob Strauss copyedited the book. Lucas Rogers,

a digital production technician at Hunter Library, took many of the contemporary photographs and produced the initial

documentation on each object in the Qualla Arts and Crafts collection. Some of the book’s numerous archival images

came from Hunter Library’s Special Collections.

Hunter Library and the Cherokee Preservation Foundation provided funding for the series. As with the first two books in

the series, teachers at Cherokee Central School and the Eastern Band's language immersion school, Kituwah Academy,

each will receive a copy of “Cherokee Carving” for the classroom.

Images and more information about Cherokee carving can be found in the “Cherokee Traditions” digital collection at

www.wcu.edu/library/DigitalCollections. For more information about the “From the Hands of our Elders” series, contact
Fariello at 828-227-2499 or fariello@wcu.edu.
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