
LIBERAL STUDIES OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
NOVEMBER 30, 2001 

 
 
Members Present: Millie Abel, Debra Burke, Mark Couture, Dana Edge, Fred Hinson, 
Kathy Hosig, Don Livingston, Gayle Miller, Will Peebles, Scott Philyaw 
 
Members Absent:  
 
Fred Hinson called the meeting to order.  The minutes of November 12, 2001 were 
approved.   
 
The following courses were discussed: 
 

Ø ECON-232: The Committee had concerns about this course proposal.  Debra 
Burke will discuss these with the course proposer. 

Ø HIST-191: Was approved as a Freshman Seminar in the P4 Humanities 
Perspectives Category. 

 
CHER-101 was discussed.  Suggestions were made and Scott Philyaw will discuss these 
with the course proposer. 
 
AST-102 – The Revised proposal as been re-submitted for consideration at the next 
Committee meeting. 
 
The Upper-Level Perspective Course Contract Form was approved and has been placed 
on the Liberal Studies Webpage. 
 
Gayle Miller will work with Will Peebles and Scott Philyaw in developing a letter to 
recruit Freshman Seminar Courses for Fall 2002. 
 
The Liberal Studies Oversight Committee has discussed the implementation of Learning 
Communities and Freshman Seminars with students, faculty, and representatives of the 
Advising Center.  The Committee has heard the success and the concerns of all of these 
groups.  A motion was made to: (1) do a re-evaluation of the goals of the Academic 
Learning Community component; (2) declare a moratorium on implementation of the 
residential component of the Academic Learning Communities until the re-evaluation is 
complete; (3) declare a moratorium on implementation of Courses-In-Common 
component of Academic Learning Communities until re-evaluation is complete at the 
end of Fall 2002.  The motion passed unanimously (see the attachment for the rationale 
and more details about this motion).  The Committee will give faculty the opportunity to 
continue to teach residential Learning Communities if they choose to do so. 
 



The Liberal Studies Oversight Committee requests additional information from the 
College of Education and Allied Professions concerning the use of six semester hours 
they wish to count to meet both DFA and Liberal Studies requirements.  The Committee 
requests the rationale and ways in which other UNC Institutions are addressing this 
situation before they consider this matter. 
 
Fred Hinson will invite Vice Chancellor Richard Collings to the next meeting to discuss 
the adoption of a local tuition in improving the teaching in Liberal Studies and lower 
division courses. 
 
The next LSOC meeting will be on Friday, December 7, 2001 at 3:00 p.m. in 510 HFR. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Pamela Buchanan 
 

 
ATTACHMENT 

 
Good stewardship of the Liberal Studies Program requires careful implementation, 
appropriate evaluation, and (when necessary) judicious revision of program 
components. The Liberal Studies Oversight Committee, having discussed the 
implementation of learning communities and freshman seminars with students, faculty, 
and representatives of the advising center, proposes the following:  
 

1) A re-evaluation of the educational goals of the academic learning 
community component.  

 
Rationale: It is readily apparent that there are significant problems associated with 
this Fall's approach to the implementation of academic learning communities. Because 
at least a portion of the institution of the academic learning community component 
seems to be based on increasing student retention, it is unclear whether this is an 
academic goal or a social one. Since one of the primary arguments in its favor seems to 
be that "the literature" suggests that students who have at least two courses in which 
they see some of the same faces tend to stay in school, it would be wise to consider 
whether there may be more effective ways to achieve this goal than by implementing 
the academic learning community component as it now stands.  
 
2) A moratorium on implementation of the residential component of 
academic learning communities until the re-evaluation is complete (at least 
through Fall 2002).  



 
Rationale: Assigning students to a particular residential unit on the basis of freshman 
courses is a complex administrative task. In addition, its intended effect of enhancing a 
sense of community among students becomes less likely once dorm or room changes 
are made. The campus is not so large that rooming in different dorms can be seen to 
present any real problems to students who seriously desire to study together. More 
importantly, limiting a student's choice of dorm or room based on their course 
schedules may encourage unwise course selections and negatively affect student 
retention.  
 
3) A moratorium on implementation of the courses in common component of 
academic learning communities until the re-evaluation is complete (at least 
through Fall 2002).  
 
Rationale: A significant number of problems have been reported with the pairing of 
freshman seminars with another Liberal Studies course to achieve the academic 
learning community goal for Fall 200 1. These include disciplinary problems, scheduling 
difficulties, students who resent being "forced" to take the second course when they're 
really only interested in the first, courses that have nothing "in common" other than the 
class list, etc. While the LSOC will continue to encourage faculty to develop 
academically rigorous and thematically appropriate course pairings, it is apparent that a 
significant number of the current pairings do not meet the ideals of either "academic 
learning communities" or "courses in common." Rather than imposing a rigid structure 
of paired courses on students and faculty, the LSOC will implement only those pairings 
that have been specifically designed as "learning communities" --pairings that will 
accomplish specific academic goals that are not attainable otherwise. Here again, 
scheduling inflexibility and arbitrariness may negatively affect student retention, not to 
mention the educational goals of the courses themselves.  


