
LIBERAL STUDIES OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
SEPTEMBER 12, 2000 

 
 
Members Present: Fred Hinson, Dana Edge, Nory Prochaska, Gary Smith, Scott 
Philyaw, Will Peebles, Elizabeth Addison, Robert Vartabedian, Debra Burke, John Habel, 
Cindy Atterholt (guest). 
 
Members Absent:  
 
Dr. Hinson called the meeting to order. A motion was made and seconded to approve 
the minutes of the August 29 meeting. After a suggested editorial change was 
incorporated, the minutes were approved. 
 
Dr. Hinson made some announcements and solicited some responses from the 
committee to inquiries he had received. He announced that the memo soliciting course 
proposals drafted for the Committee by Dr. Addison had circulated to all faculty and 
that proposing LS courses would be encouraged at the department heads meeting on 
Friday, September 15, 2000. 
 
He queried whether or not a Math 190 or a Wellness 190 (Freshman Seminars) could 
substitute for a core requirement; the committee concluded that they could not since a 
Freshman Seminar was a Perspectives course by definition. He also questioned whether 
or not the sciences could offer either a two-hour or a four-hour perspectives course; the 
committee suggested that while a four-hour course would be satisfactory, from a 
practical point, it might be difficult to cover an introduction to some basic concepts and 
incorporate an applied component in a two-hour course. 
 
A few process issues were raised. Dr. Hinson suggested that, at least preliminarily, 
minor problems raised by the LS Committee should result in the proposal going back to 
the originating department to consider the suggested change with the revised 
document then being forwarded back to the LS committee, while major problems 
encountered should be considered again by both the department and the appropriate 
college curriculum committee. Dr. Philyaw expressed concern that a Freshman seminar 
could be tabled by a college curriculum committee if the professor opted for suggested 
readings in lieu of a text, and committee members concurred in his concern, feeling 
that such an approach by a professor should not affect course approval. 
 
Dr. Cindy Atterholt from Chemistry attended the meeting in order to seek clarification 
on program structure and content. The discussion considered such issues as how the 
Freshman Seminar fits into the Perspectives category, how such a seminar might work 
in the sciences, and how a science freshman seminar might differ from a regular 
Perspectives course in the Physical and Biological Sciences. 
 



The committee next considered the proposal for Psy 250. Dr. Philyaw moved to approve 
the course for LS and Dr. Peebles seconded the motion. The fact that the course was 
used to satisfy program and major requirements was discussed, along with how the 
proposed course was different from the current one offered. Questions were asked and 
answered about the required student participation in research projects and suggestions 
were made for clarification. The committee suggested that the Psychology department 
make minor revisions in the methodology section and include a process discussion in 
the section on information use. Vote on the proposed course was suspended pending 
revision. The meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Debra Burke 
 


