
	
	
At	The	Catamount	School,	we	follow	the	NC	Course	of	Study	for	6-8	English	Language	Arts.	Our	
instruction	incorporates	the	deliberate	and	explicit	teaching	of	reading	skills	and	strategies	that	enable	
students	to	read	with	understanding.	In	the	middle	grades,	students	build	upon	their	learning	from	the	
elementary	grades	by	continuing	to	practice	active	reading	strategies	that	allow	them	to	self-monitor	
their	reading.	By	continuing	to	model	active	reading	strategies,	middle-grade	teachers	help	students	
become	more	pro@icient	readers.	Middle	School	ELA	instruction	also	teaches	skills	and	strategies	that	
enable	students	to	write	effectively	for	any	purpose	and	intended	audience.	At	The	Catamount	School,	
students	focus	on	the	following	features	of	writing:	support	and	elaboration,	organization,	style,	and	
conventions.	These	focus	areas	expand	and	re@ine	writing	skills	that	enable	our	students	to	become	
strategic	and	independent	communicators.	Practicing	both	oral	and	written	communication	skills	also	
prepares	our	students	for	the	challenges	of	the	future.	Teaching	all	students	to	read	and	think	critically	
is	our	goal	as	we	prepare	students	to	be	successful	in	school	and	life.	
	
At	the	heart	of	our	Language	Arts	Curriculum	is	a	commitment	to	literacy	instruction	through	
engaging,	authentic	books.	Curriculum	is	built	around	a	wide	range	of	text,	varying	in	levels	of	
sophistication	and	purpose.	Through	print	and	non-print	text,	students	develop	comprehension	
strategies,	vocabulary,	as	well	as	higher	order	thinking	skills.	Books	(texts)	act	as	portals,	giving	
students	access	to	the	perspectives	of	diverse	characters	and	to	the	academic	challenges	required	for	
grade-level	success.	Although	there	is	great	variety	in	the	content	of	books	chosen,	our	central	texts	
include	@iction,	drama,	poetry,	and	informational	text	(e.g.,	memoirs,	articles,	and	essays).	The	
selections	include	rich,	complex	language;	important	and	compelling	themes;	exciting	plots	with	
meaningful	con@licts;	and	thoughtful	characters	or	historical	@igures	who,	in	their	own	ways,	aim	to	be	
ethical	people	who	contribute	to	a	better	world.	
	
By	the	end	of	the	school	year,	through	work	with	authentic	novels	and	texts,	students	will	be	more	
effective,	more	strategic,	and	more	joyful	readers.	Throughout	the	year,	we	design	daily	instruction	
around	four	categories:	1)	close	reading	and	writing	to	learn,	2)	working	with	evidence,	3)	
understanding	perspectives,	4)	research,	decision	making,	and	forming	positions.	
	
The	following	gives	an	idea	of	skills	development	and	practice	as	well	as	how	we	move	toward	
enduring	understandings	that	are	central	to	each	of	grades	six	through	eight.	We	believe	literacy	
is	the	currency	of	learning,	opening	doors	to	all	other	learning.	
• develop	reading	and	writing	skills	that	will	help	them	throughout	middle	school	and	beyond	
• engage	in	daily	independent	reading	to	practice	skills	and	pursue	interests	
• build	background	knowledge	and	link	current	and	prior	knowledge	
• develop	the	ability	to	understand	and	analyze	increasingly	complex	texts	(because	reading	is	about	

meaning	making)	
• learn	strategies	for	@iguring	out	the	meanings	of	unfamiliar	words	
• learn	language	conventions	and	vocabulary	to	understand	and	analyze	words	and	phrases,	

relationships	among	words,	and	shares	of	meaning	that	affect	text	that	is	read	or	heard	
• determine	the	central	ideas	and	important	details	in	texts	and	write	summaries	of	text	
• analyze,	interpret,	and	evaluate	text	
• analyze	how	parts	of	the	text	affect	the	whole	



• analyze	the	way	characters	are	introduced	in	books	and	interpret	the	authors’	use	of	@igurative	
language	

• analyze	the	language	of	text,	looking	closely	at	sentence	length,	pronoun	use,	and	the	English-
language	varieties	spoken	by	characters	

• identify	major	themes	and	relate	these	themes	to	guiding	questions	and	big	ideas		
• read	a	series	of	short	articles	and	other	texts	to	build	context	for	a	content	concept	or	larger	text	
• 	look	closely	at	the	way	the	author	describes	key	events	in	a	text	and	compare	it	to	how	those	same	

events	are	described	by	other	authors	
• develop	a	strong	understanding	of	theme	and	point	of	view	
• carry	out	respectful	and	productive	discussions	about	text	
• analyze	how	differences	characters’	or	reader’s	points	of	view	create	effects	like	suspense	or	humor	
• analyze	purpose	and	point	of	view,	consider	how	the	authors	convey	key	ideas,	evaluate	arguments	

and	authors’	motives	for	conveying	information	
• determine	and	track	themes,	understand	the	development	of	characters,	and	identify	and	track	the	

development	of	central	ideas	
• track	connections	and	distinctions	made	among	individuals,	ideas,	and	events	in	text,	and	consider	

authors’	methods	and	use	of	language		
• focus	on	researching	to	build	and	present	knowledge		
• build	research	skills	by	searching	for	sources,	deciding	whether	they	are	credible	and	useful,	and	

paraphrasing	and	quoting	them	–	in	other	words,	help	students	become	more	effective	
investigators	

• integrate	information	and	use	media	and	visual	displays	to	communicate	ideas	
• express	and	listen	carefully	to	ideas	
• write	for	a	variety	of	purposes	and	audiences	
• develop	the	ability	to	plan,	revise,	edit,	and	publish	writing	
• work	through	the	stages	of	the	essay-writing	process:	crafting	a	focus	statement,	presenting	

evidence,	using	transitional	words,	and	developing	a	conclusion	that	re@lects	on	the	essay	
• research	and	craft	narrative,	informational,	and	argument	pieces	to	communicate	personal	actions,	

evidence,	and	message.	
• write	in	a	variety	of	modes	and	styles,	including	narrative,	problem-solution,	persuasive,	

comparison-contrast,	and	argumentative	essays		
• use	persuasive	language	and	claims,	supported	by	evidence	and	reasoning	
• consider	the	advantages	and	disadvantages	of	using	different	mediums	to	express	ideas	
• share	research	via	presentations	and	discussions	


