
	
The	Catamount	School	(TCS)	is	a	6th	through	8th	grade	lab	school	operated	by	Western	Carolina	
University	(WCU)	in	partnership	with	Jackson	County	Public	Schools	(JCPS).	TCS)	is	a	learning	
community	where	all	students	are	valued	and	care	for	themselves	and	others.	We	promote	health	and	
wellness	and	a	commitment	to	learning	through	experience	in	a	caring,	collaborative,	and	socially	just	
environment.	We	recognize	that	students	have	learning	differences,	and	work	to	identify	an	
individualized	approach	so	that	each	student	has	the	opportunity	to	succeed.	Our	middle	school	is	
designed	to	explore	teaching	approaches	and	applied	learning	opportunities	to	help	every	student	
discover	their	full	academic	potential	in	a	specially	designed	environment	geared	toward	meeting	the	
unique	needs	of	young	adolescents.		

Key	components	essential	in	the	planning	and	implementing	of	a	high	achieving	middle	school	
include	the	following:	

• Students	are	assigned	to	academic	teams.	
• Interdisciplinary	teams	of	teachers	meet	to	review	data	and	plan	instruction	together.	
• Time	is	provided	to	nurture	the	adult-student	relationships	(advisory)	
• An	environment	is	created	so	that	all	students	are	successful	and	are	recognized	for	their	

achievements.	
• Students	will	have	the	opportunity	to	explore	a	variety	of	interests	through	elective/exploratory	

classes,	clubs,	organizations	and	other	teacher-planned	activities.	

Whole	School,	Whole	Community,	Whole	Child	

Through	the	collaborative	efforts	of	fulltime	TCS	staff	and	WCU	faculty,	students	experience	a	variety	of	
activities	and	resources	including	physical	education,	music	and	arts	activities,	leadership	experiences,	
and	mentorship	from	experts	in	a	variety	of	academic	Nields.	We	adapt	our	offerings	over	time	to	best	
meet	the	needs	of	our	students	and	we	pull	from	a	range	of	academic	programs	including	but	not	
limited	to	parks	and	recreation,	music,	theater	and	studio	arts,	engineering,	business,	nursing,	and	
leadership.	We	regularly	dedicate	time	for	students	to	engage	with	interests	outside	of	the	traditional	
academics	which	help	students	learn	more	about	themselves	and	others	
	
Enrichment	Curriculum	

The	Catamount	School	provides	physical	and	cultural	enrichment	to	encourage	students	to	learn	more	
about	themselves	and	others	and	discover	talents.	Our	teachers	and	other	WCU	professionals	create	a	
variety	of	enrichment	courses	and	clubs	in	areas	including	fine	arts,	performing	arts,	career	and	
technical	education,	technology,	and	world	language.	Students	also	experience	Enrichment	through	
community	and	WCU	campus	resources.	We	are	visited	by	WCU	students,	faculty,	and	staff	from	
various	programs.	At	TCS	we	provide	students	a	wide	variety	of	activities	based	on	their	interests.	On	a	
regular	basis,	students	participate	in	electives	and	clubs.	These	classes	changed	based	on	student	
interest	and	instructor	availability	and	the	following	is	a	list	of	courses	and	clubs	offered:		

• Theater	
• Visual	Arts	
• STEM-based	electives	such	as	robotics	and	First	Lego	League	



• Student	Government	Association	(SGA)	
• Outdoor	Education	
• Foreign	language	-	Spanish		
• Mythology	
• Creative	Writing	
• Chorus	
• Board	Game	Theory	
• Intramurals	
• Lifetime	Fitness	
• Ukulele	
• Citizen	Science	
• Journalism	
• CSI:	History’s	Mysteries	

	


