
Why study
EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL CARE?
A degree in Emergency Medical Care 
prepares individuals to recognize, 
assess, and manage medical emer-
gencies in prehospital settings and 
to supervise ambulance personnel. 
This program includes instruction 
in basic and advanced life support 
procedures.

The first Baccalaureate Emergency 
Medical Care (EMC) program in the 
nation, Western Carolina University’s 
EMC Program is accredited by the 
Commission on Accreditation of Allied 
Health Education Programs through 
the Committee on Accreditation of 
Educational Programs for the EMS 
Professions. The Program is one of 
the only institutions in the nation 
offering a unique Bachelor of Science 
(BS) degree dedicated to pre-hospital 
providers.

What are the DEGREE 
OPTIONS?
Bachelor of Science in Emergency 
Medical Care

What are the 
CONCENTRATIONS?
The two available concentration 
options allow you to focus on an area 
of interest in either Health Manage-
ment or Clinical Science.

Health Management: The Health 
Management concetration prepares 
graduates for leadership roles in 
healthcare, EMS administration posi-
tions, and graduate school.

Clinical Science: The Clinical Science 
concentration prepares graduates for 
medical school, physician assistant 
programs, dental school, physical 
therapy programs, and graduate 
school.

What is the 
ADMISSION 
PROCESS?
Admission to the residential EMC 
Program is competitive. To be eligible 
for the professional course sequence, 
students must have completed 60 
semester hours, including Liberal 
Studies and pre-professional course 
requirements, with a minimum 
2.5-grade point average. Current 
paramedic certification is required 
for entry into the distance educa-
tion program. Prospective students 
are encouraged to develop a strong 
foundation in basic sciences and com-
munications skills. For full admission 
requirements and deadlines, visit 
emc.wcu.edu

What JOBS ARE 
AVAILABLE?
Our graduates move on to a variety 
of roles including: Paramedic, Shift 
Supervisor, EMS Instructor, Training 
Officer, Emergency Services Direc-
tor, Program Director, EMS Director, 
Clinical Coordinator, Operations Man-
ager, Rescue Operations Supervisor, 
Critical Care Paramedic, Education 
Coordinator, etc.

Who employs 
EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL CARE
graduates?
Our graduates are prepared to fill var-
ious roles in public & private ambu-
lance services, fire and police depart-
ments, hospitals, large industries,
city health agencies, park services, 
ski patrols, and air ambulances.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE
What can I do with a degree in...



MAJOR MAP How to use this map:  Review the four categories and sug-
gestions of activities and when you should consider engaging in 
them. Remember, these are just suggestions! There is a fillable 
space for you to add in any other ideas you have to set yourself 
up for success in life after college.
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1st YEAR 2nd YEAR

What you take will depend on what concentra-
tion you expect to have when you apply for the 
program. Many first-year courses focus heav-
ily on Biology, Chemistry, and Math. Students 
should take EMC 240 and 241 if they do not yet 
hold an EMT certification. Check out the 8-se-
mester plan for your concentration and make 
an appointment with your advisor.

Courses your second year continue into the science 
fields such as Biology, Chemistry, and Physics. Be 
sure to also get your liberal studies requirements 
completed by your second year. Check out the 8-se-
mester plan for your concentration and make an 
appointment with your advisor.

Check out WCU’s DegreePlus program and 
choose which events in any of the four catego-
ries you want to attend. Categories include: Pro-
fessionalism, Teamwork, Leadership, or Cultural 
Responsiveness.

See what on-campus employment opportunities 
are available by logging in to JobCat via your 
MyWCU.

Get involved with the Epsilon Sigma Pi, the EMC 
student organization.

If you are thinking about attending a health-related 
professional school, start engaging in hands-on 
experiences required in professional school admis-
sions.

Engage deeper with DegreePlus; choose an addi-
tional competency to complete

Connect with the Center for Community En-
gagement and Service Learning (CCESL) and 
ask about the Spark Award, a program aimed 
to encourage students to be connected with 
their community.

Develop deeper relationships with the organizations 
for which you volunteer. Ask for special projects or 
responsibilities that you can highlight on a resume.

If you want to study abroad, this is a good year to 
have that experience. Consider opportunities like 
Global Health Internships.

Further explore your career options or career 
interests using the Center for Career and 
Professional Development’s online resources, 
Focus 2, and Onet Online.

Connect with a career counselor early on to ex-
plore opportunities and experiences you can do 
while in college to further develop your profes-
sional resume.

Check out CCPD’s list of career-building activi-
ties and participate in an activity this year, such as 
attending Career Fair Plus.

Start a spreadsheet of professional schools you 
wish to apply to in a few years with their admission 
requirements so that you are aware of what the 
expectations are.

https://www.wcu.edu/learn/departments-schools-colleges/HHS/healthsci/emc/emc-cullowhee-program.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/departments-schools-colleges/HHS/healthsci/emc/emc-cullowhee-program.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/departments-schools-colleges/HHS/healthsci/emc/emc-cullowhee-program.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/departments-schools-colleges/HHS/healthsci/emc/emc-cullowhee-program.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/academic-enrichment/ccpd/degree-plus/index.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/academic-enrichment/ccpd/degree-plus/index.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/academic-enrichment/center-for-service-learning/about-the-center-for-service-learning/
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/academic-enrichment/center-for-service-learning/about-the-center-for-service-learning/
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/academic-enrichment/center-for-service-learning/service-learning-for-students/spark_program.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/academic-enrichment/center-for-service-learning/service-learning-for-students/spark_program.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/office-of-international-programs-and-services/study-abroad/
https://www.apha.org/professional-development/apha-internships-and-fellowships/global-health-internships
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/academic-enrichment/ccpd/
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/academic-enrichment/ccpd/
https://www.focus2career.com/Portal/Login.cfm?SID=942


3rd YEAR 4th YEAR

What you take your third year will vary depending on 
your concentration, but many students will take EMC 
320, 321, 340, 341, 350, 351, 360, 361, 370, 381, and 382. 
Students will also engage in their clinical experiences 
starting in their third year. Check out the 8-semester 
plan for your concentration and make an appointment 
with your advisor.

Courses in your final year will continue to focus heavily 
on EMC topics. Courses include EMC 410, 411, 420, 421, 
430, 451,452, 461, 483, 485, and 496. Check out the 8-se-
mester plan for your concentration, make an appoint-
ment with your advisor, complete your degree audit, and 
apply for graduation!

Engage with your internship site supervisors. Go above 
and beyond their expectations.

Consider networking with professionals in your field at 
national or regional professional conferences such as 
the EMS World Expo Conference.

Investigate requirements for full-time jobs. Assess 
what skills or experiences you’re lacking and in-
vest time in seeking additional opportunities such 
as certification programs, classes, or professional 
development workshops during your last year to 
fill that gap. Connect with your faculty advisor or 
career counselor.

Continue to build relationships and volunteer with area 
organizations in your field.

Connect with alumni in your field through 
LinkedIn

Join professional EMS organizations such as the 
National Association of EMTs and the National 
Association of EMS Phsyicians.

Network with employers and non-profits at the 
annual Career Fair Plus event, held each October and 
February.

Visit the CCPD to hone  your professional resume and 
cover letter. Apply for internships. Utilize the Writing 
and Learning Commons for MCAT, GRE, and oth-
er professional exam preparation sessions.Take the 
MCAT, GRE, etc. Use Big Interview to learn more about 
professional interviews.

Schedule a visit to tour professional schools of your 
choice, if applicable.

Apply to professional school, if applicable. 

Look for and apply for jobs between 4 and 6 months 
before graduation.

Polish your resume, cover letter, and interview 
skills by vising the CCPD. 
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Looking for a minor? Consider these options:
Biology
Chemistry
Emergency & Disaster Man.

Environmental Health
Psychology
Spanish

https://www.wcu.edu/learn/departments-schools-colleges/HHS/healthsci/emc/emc-cullowhee-program.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/departments-schools-colleges/HHS/healthsci/emc/emc-cullowhee-program.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/departments-schools-colleges/HHS/healthsci/emc/emc-cullowhee-program.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/departments-schools-colleges/HHS/healthsci/emc/emc-cullowhee-program.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/academic-services/registrars-office/graduation/index.aspx
https://www.emsworldexpo.com/?utm_term=ems%20show&utm_campaign=EMS+2020&utm_medium=ppc&utm_source=adwords&hsa_cam=12753935945&hsa_tgt=kwd-295677543813&hsa_mt=b&hsa_ver=3&hsa_acc=3238274495&hsa_kw=ems%20show&hsa_src=g&hsa_grp=120538034563&hsa_ad=514636282502&hsa_net=adwords&gclid=Cj0KCQjw6NmHBhD2ARIsAI3hrM1cVnExjmfYFGOxCX0jyQ1actpVfyVDemmtIyRBkCd5pyWSGkbmUW8aAubkEALw_wcB
https://www.linkedin.com/
https://www.naemt.org/
https://naemsp.org/
https://naemsp.org/
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/academic-success/tutoring-services/
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/academic-success/tutoring-services/
https://wcu.biginterview.com/login
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/academic-enrichment/ccpd/


MORE INFORMATION
CLINICAL Information
Students are required to have approximately 800 hours
of clinical experience. Most students are placed in their
clinical sites starting in their third year through their fourth
year in the program.

SKILLS LEARNED in the 
classroom
The core competencies will center on developing skills, 
knowledge, and attitudes such as: 
•	 critical thinking
•	 problem solving
•	 written and oral communication
•	 professional teamwork
•	 analytical and synthetical reasoning
•	 concentration
•	 curiosity and creativity
•	 viewing diverse perspectives

KNOWLEDGE Base
This program will prepare students to: 
•	 Apply critical thinking and decision-making processes 

in an emergency setting
•	 Identify and treat life-threatening medical and traumatic 
emergencies
•	 Deliver cutting-edge prehospital medical care
•	 Understand advanced human pathophysiology
•	 Analyze research and its application to medical practice
•	 Be a leader in the medical community 
 

Professional RESOURCES
•	 National Association of EMS Physicians: www.naemsp.org
•	 National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians: 
www.nremt.org
•	 North Carolina Office of EMS: www.oems.nc.gov

QUESTIONS?
For questions, please visit the School of Health Sciences Stu-
dent Services Center at ssc.wcu.edu or visit the Emergency 
Medical Care website at emc.wcu.edu

To schedule an appointment with a career counselor, contact 
the Center for Career and Professional Development, 828-227-
7133 or careerservices@wcu.edu.


