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Comments on Proposed Graduate Student Tuition increase 
 

Graduate | In-State Residents 
 
Planning to Commute Next Year 

• Inflation is temporary and students alone shouldn't bare the financial brunt of an increase due 
to a temporary economic situation. I would need to know specifically what the "inflationary 
constraints" are and will the increases improve the quality of the instruction or education 
students will receive? If not, I'm not in support of it.  

• We already pay enough. Should be decreasing  
• Hopefully added expense can help support the added faculty and changes within our facilities 

for equipment.  
• Im already maxing out my loans as is- even if its a 3% increase that’s about a week of groceries 
• Another attempt at a money grab from students. 
• We should be charged any of the random fees that get lumped into tuition because we don’t 

use any of them. 
• How does this benefit graduate students? 
• Graduate TA pay should increase proportionally to any tuition increases 
• I would like to know where the money is going towards. They have already increased tuition for 

Physical Therapy I am concerned that the university and my program are both increasing tuition 
while I am on rotation and am not using university resources.  

• Students, I, am increasingly facing a nightmare of paying for college. When do we take into 
consideration the financial impact to the student?  

• I am open to increase in tuition as long as we can get a shuttle from Asheville to Cullowhee 
campus. 

• What other options are available for cutting costs in other places in order to lower the tuition 
increases for students?  

• Salaries and wages aren’t increasing to keep up with inflation. Graduate assistantships already 
don’t provide enough income for graduate students to live on at WCU. Increasing tuition costs 
will only worsen this.  

• Per credit hour? 
• Times are hard.  Single mom, two kids full-time job.  It adds up and may prevent me from 

continuing. 
• I am already paying A LOT of money and added SOCW program costs.  
• If they're increasing tuition they need to at LEAST equally increase our Graduate Research 

Assistant pay to keep up with the hike in fees, they already pay us an insultingly low rate as it is. 
• Inflation effects everything, especially for a student who can only work part time. Education is 

already so expensive.  
• As a student who is paying for school and taking loans out in their name without the help of 

family, it isn't easy to afford school on my graduate assistant stipend.  
• Students are also suffering from the effects of inflation and tuition is already very expensive. I 

oppose any increase at this time.  
• If you do increase, graduate assistantship pay needs to be increased as well.  
• Tuition and fees are already excessively high. I see no reason to continue raising them, especially 

when services being billed for are not always available to all students (timely appointments at 
Bird, access to CAPS, adequate dining options open for reasonable hours, etc.). Graduate 
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students also face additional fees for their program and buying their own textbooks each 
semester. If anything, tuition should be lowered as our education should not be contingent on 
our ability to pay the university thousands of dollars each year.  

• I can hardly afford the current rate of tuition which I pay out of pocket. No dependents no 
student aide.   

• We already pay to much.  
• It would be good to know how the university plans to share the burden of inflation, rather than 

place more of a burden of inflation onto students. 
• While I understand that the university faces challenges stemming from inflation, students are 

likely to feel the effects of inflation to a much higher and more personal degree. This may pose a 
risk to the university as well by lowering student willingness to enroll and take on increased 
debts.  

• If it's 66.50 per semester total, I think that's absorbable for students in the long run.... 66.50 per 
credit hour not so much. 

• I think that is a reasonable increase in tuition.  
• I came here for the low prices 
• I feel that it is hard to have an opinion on the increase if it is simply attributed to "inflationary 

constraints". What expense of the University is inflated? Is it mostly going to increase salaries, 
etc? 

• Why are you passing the burden of inflation onto students many of who are already struggling 
to pay costs as is? I barely make enough to pay rent, food, other basics, and tuition.  

• We are suffering from inflation too. Don’t increase school 
• Tuition is already high. 
• I go to the biltmore campus and I pay extra fees that i never get to use. Please itemize fees for 

students going to the biltmore park campus.  
• As a graduate student, my budget is very tight and that increase would take away money from 

my budget for rent and groceries. 
• There are multitudes of expenses not included in our tuition and fees. I think students should 

have the opportunity to save as much as possible. Even the small amounts matter. They are not 
small. Having all these random small expenses seems nice, but they add up QUICKLY.  

• This will affect me personally and it seems within the realm of reason, but I would prefer 
increase is more for out of state students or other programs due to cost of this program already. 

• They do not need that much money 
• 3% increase for inflationary constraints fucks the students. We are not getting a 3% raise at our 

jobs. Also, there are charges on tuition that I don't ever use.  
 
Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 

• Students also face inflationary constraints and this only adds to the pressures. 
• More scholarship opportunities would be great and the fees charged really don’t seem to apply 

to Biltmore Park students.  
• Graduate students, particularly those at Biltmore Park, already pay exorbitant fees that benefit 

the Cullowhee campus ONLY. If the unnecessary fees were eliminated for BP students, I would 
be more in favor of a raise in tuition itself.  

• Don’t please 
• Fees charged to graduate students for services which they do not/can not access are 

unnecessary. Biltmore Park students should not be charged for services offered only at the 
Cullowhee campus. 
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• Graduate students' budgets are already tight and stretched as far as possible. Additionally, we 
do not get to partake in WCU's book rental program, so we are also paying more for textbooks. 

• It is already frustrating as a student on the Biltmore Park campus to be paying fees for the 
Cullowhee campus when we can’t utilize these resources. Students at Biltmore park do not need 
a tuition increase. 

• My support would depend on the reason for the increase.  
• I feel as though I pay for fees currently that I have never and will never use.  
• What until 2025 when people recover from COVID financial burdens  
• For biltmore park students it is silly that we pay fees for things that we do not access on the 

cullowhee campus. There should be a way to offset any tuition increases for biltmore park 
students  

• Overall, I believe that a tuition increase for students at Biltmore Park is unnecessary. Students 
who are often older with increased responsibility are the main students at Biltmore Park. These 
individuals have to take time off from work in order to pursue degrees and are often taking on 
large amounts of debt already for the tuition that is currently in place. By increasing this tuition, 
students are going to be struggling even more and may have to drop out of the program as a 
result. 

• I obviously don’t want rates to increase but also understand that there are needs. Ways to 
mitigate this could be student that only have class at Biltmore park not have to pay certain fees 
for services that we don’t typically access like recreation. 

• Students are already struggling to make ends meet.  Increasing tuition should be the absolute 
last resort.   

• I'm actually for a larger increase. 
• Why are you passing inflation costs onto the student? You will only decrease the size of your 

student body.  
• the hyperinflation in this tourist-trap of a region known as Western North Carolina is ridiculous 

enough. I own a half a million dollar home in Kentucky and my mortgage is less than the rent of 
a 50 year old house that wouldn't sell for $200k in Kentucky. The region is hyper inflated to the 
point that living here is not worth it. Any further increase in expenses will cause further financial 
hardships for so many students that it may force them to drop out. I myself have difficulty taking 
out enough loans.  

• Tuition continue to increase each year. If I am not mistaken this is the 3rd time this has 
happened in 4 years.  

• Most graduate students are already experiencing financial strain while balancing the demands 
of work and school. Those at Biltmore Park don't have access to any of the perks at the 
Cullowhee campus that other students enjoy. Surely there is another line item in the budget 
(the bloated sports budget, perhaps?) that could be adjusted to compensate for inflation 
instead of balancing the budget on the backs of working adult students. 

• Students and those on the verge of graduating are already facing the challenges of inflation 
including housing, bills, and basic necessities. Raising our tuition would burden students who are 
already concerned about the economic environment. For students at the Biltmore Park campus, 
we are already paying for amenities on the main campus to which we do not have reasonable 
access. Instead, I propose a tuition decrease, especially for students at Biltmore Park.  

• Am I actually going to get anything out of the increase? I already have to pay a bunch of external 
feels for my program.  

• As a Biltmore Park student, I already pay extra in fees for services that I cannot take advantage 
of due to living in Asheville.  
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• Student's in the PA program work public jobs where salaries are low. Graduate tuition for this 
program should not be increased. 

• I don’t think it should be raised considering most people who’s jobs are not paying for them to 
complete the program can barely afford it as is.  

• Already taking out additional loans to cover all tuition and living expenses due to not being able 
to work while in the program  

• For students only residing in Biltmore Park, resources that are added to tuition fees are not 
available at the biltmore campus. Adding an additional charge seems unreasonable, especially 
for those who are unable to commute to the primary campus in cullowhee 

• Students are already combating inflated food, rent, and utility expenses. Raising tuition, even by 
a meager $66.50, will place a burden on low socioeconomic students and their ability to access 
higher education.  

• My decision to enroll in this program was largely due to the tuition price which I carefully 
calculated and evaluated for the duration of the program. My budget allows me to take 4 
classes per year at the current tuition rate. I am not in support of an increase.  

• How would this money be used? What is the plan for the increase? 
• I oppose passing increased costs on to students in the form of increased tuition or fees. 
• Why would you contribute to inflation? Why would you make it more challenging for rural North 

Carolina citizens to get an education? 
• Students are already struggling to make tuition and other fees. Please don't make it even 

harder.   
• Wages are not increasing and cost of living is sky rocketing. How are students supposed to keep 

bearing the brunt of inflation?  
• Although I would prefer no tuition increase, this is a manageable amount for in-state graduate 

tuition. 
• 1% increase instead of 3% 
• I understand the increase in cost for inflation purposes, we've all been impacted and the college 

is no exception. 
• resources at the Biltmore park institutional site do not always seem equal to those of our 

counterparts at the main campus and thus does not seem fair to be paying equal tuition while 
not receiving the same accommodations and resources.  A key difference being lack of access to 
reasonable gym area and adequate supplies during class  

• A small tuition increase is understandable if it is necessary. But it is ridiculous to have Biltmore 
Park students pay several fees for the main campus (athletic fee) when most of us never set foot 
on that campus.  

• This is reasonable considering the current economic situation 
• Please consider reducing the grad student contribution to "athletics" - we don't utilize these 

services on the whole.   
• Biltmore Park students specifically already pay tuition and fees for services that we don't have 

access to because they are only available on the main campus (for example, athletic, campus 
security, and dining facility fees accumulated to over $500 in fall 2022). It does not seem 
reasonable to increase tuition any further for these students.  

• Not only am I not supportive of the increase.  I would like to know why we pay several fees that 
do not relate to our Biltmore Park experience at all.  I might be more understanding of an 
increase if we were not already paying for things that my cohort and I never access or 
experience.  In short, it is a hard "no." 
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• Given that the day we are in class and have access to Biltmore Park and have no in site IT 
support as well as no local presence or partnership for a local health clinic to cover Health 
Service needs, I am not in favor of this increase.  I already feel like I am paying for services I am 
equitably receiving.  

• With inflatiion already hitting a lot of individuals and families hard, a tutition increase would be 
difficult. 

• Biltmore Park students should not have to pay fees that are only relevant to main campus. If this 
means we won’t have access to things like the gym on main campus, we are okay with that. 
There should be an option to forgo those fees and services on main campus. 

• I wish it didn't have to be this way, and I understand 
• Being a graduate student, the Athletics program should not have an increase since they get one 

every year and it does not apply to me. Fees may be cheaper than other states around us but 
the graduate program needs assistance too. 

• School is already insanely priced as is. Of course most of us are opposed to this. Ridiculous!!!!!!!! 
• Be transparent as to why you are increasing due to inflation, and what is the need for the 

increase. Our cost of living as students has also increased, and our loan amounts remain the 
same. Please do not raise our tuition without increasing our learning experience. Tuition has 
ALREADY been increased in our department, and we have only experienced a decline in our 
learning experience at Biltmore Park. 

• There are several fees that Asheville local graduate students pay that pertain to Cullowhee 
students or facilities that are not used by Biltmore Park students. While I understand we may fall 
under the umbrella of having those services available to us, there should be an opt-out option or 
other means of not having to pay for services we do not use. 

• Students at Biltmore Park are already paying for services and fees that are not applicable to 
them. With that, $66.50/semester seems out of touch for the student population in Biltmore 
Park. 

• Graduate tuition is already too expensive. I can’t afford grad school without going into loan debt  
• Tuition is already too high, and students at Biltmore park are paying outrageous fees for services 

at the Cullowhee campus that they will never use. If anything, it should be decreased. This was a 
major reason I wish I had gone to Lenior Rhyne.  

• Students should not have to suffer additionally based on how the economy, that is not in our 
control, is doing.  

• Graduate school is already more expensive than undergraduate and there are less resources as 
far as GI Bill, pell grant and subsidized loans. 

• It's already expensive for me.  
• As a BP student, I think rising tuition costs should be balanced by a reexamination of fees for 

amenities most BP students do not have regular accessibility to.  
• It’s my last semester anyways, I have nothing left to give this school, just charge me the $66 
• I believe that students who are exclusively at Biltmore Park, such as myself, should have a 

reduced rate of fees. We do not use most of the amenities which these fees pay for, such as 
sports arenas and teams, etc.  
Additionally, all costs of living are increasing significantly and this is not in tandem with any 
meaningful increase in wages. Incrementally increasing student expenses will continue to make 
education less accessible.  

• Not sure exactly how inflation impacts tuition but $66 doesn't seem excessive to me. What I do 
find excessive is the amount of fees that off-campus remote students pay. We pay for all kinds 
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of fees for services that we have no access to like the student health clinic, gym, etc. It adds a 
ton to overall tuition without us getting any benefit.  

• Having NC Promise at the graduate level would be a nice touch. 
• The economy happens. 
• This is a steep increase. 
• Obviously any increase is stressful, but I feel like $66 is not unreasonable of an increase. 
• I can barely afford what I am paying now. I recognize that this is a small increase, and I 

appreciate that.  
• Graduate students already pay for unused undergraduate fees such as sports, health, and hall 

fees 
• WCU’s lower tuition in comparison to most graduate programs is something that was very 

attractive and a big factor in my decision to choose this program. My hope is that it will continue 
to remain both a great and affordable program. 

• I am attending Biltmore park and being charged several fees to use services on the Cullowhee 
campus. Those additional fees should be optional if I am not present at the main campus. This 
inflation increase might be necessary but the other fees are unfair to students and the 
University is not considerate of that because their goal is to make money. If you are going to add 
an additional cost, please take a look at the other fees you are charging students and act 
accordingly.  

• Use money from fees that grad students pay at BP - but only go towards Cullowhee campus - 
instead of charging more. 

• Given inflation that is a reasonable amount even though I think tuition is high enough. 
• I agree with it. It is understandable. 
• For Biltmore Park students we already pay for a lot of things we don’t have access to.  
• As graduate students, many of us do not have parental monetary support as in undergrad. A lot 

of us work full time on top of going to school. Finances are hard enough right now. And $66.50 is 
not a small chunk of change for some.  

• It is hard enough to have student loan debt, let alone it increasing making it more difficult for 
individuals to consider going into to higher education.  

• I mean, I get it, but I don't like it. 
• This increase in tuition feels reasonable and is not particularly concerning to me; however 

Biltmore Park graduate students incur a lot of fees for services that we don't really have access 
to.  In fact, this semester has been particularly difficult to not have IT staff on-site at Biltmore 
park.  If I am going to pay for the student center, the recreational center, and other building fees 
for buildings I will not enter, I would like to at least have comparable IT services on site for the 
campus that I do spend time on.   Overall I am very happy with the value of WCU.  

• It already costs a lot of money to attend we don’t need the financial burden to be more. 
• I oppose the high cost of student fees for students at WCU BP, as we do not have access (with 

any ease) to visit the amenities on the main campus. I hope fees can be adjusted for us, or the 
money redistributed to things we need, and tuition not increase. 

• I have come to realize the truth of the tuition increase proposal. I see the proposal as nothing 
more than a poor tax, merely designed to hinder the already struggling lower socioeconomic 
classes of students by forcing the students to find one more day's worth of wages during the 
academic semester. Thus, ensuring the students of lesser means must work that much harder to 
gain a footing in society through educational means. 
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Planning to Take Classes Online Next Year 
• I am a public service professional who paid for my entire undergraduate degree out of pocket.  

The forgiveness program is a joke as you have to pay for ten years or 120 payments before loans 
are forgiven.  You will have paid the entire loan(s) off before you reach that final payment.  
What good is that?  Loans are being forgiven for other reasons, but someone giving back to the 
community has to follow the above guidelines.  Again, why punish the individual that actually 
works and gives back than give a free education to someone in today's society that expects a 
free handout.   

• Inflationary costs are hard on the students as well.  
• I understand the economy is really inflated right now, but education is already difficult to 

finance without having to worry about tuition increase & how to pay for it. 
• Tuition at WCU for my program is already significantly higher than my colleagues who are in the 

same/similar program at another UNC System institution.  
• Education is too expensive already. 
• an increase in tuition is likely to result in me leaving the program. Increasing prices and stagnant 

wages and unfortunately school would be near the bottom of necessities. I am at a constraint 
for paying now and with these increases it would put me in the position to decide to cut my 
involvement in the school.   

• Inflationary reasons are not good enough in my opinion, to seek an increase.  
 
It seems more like a grab to increase the money towards committee members rather than a 
moderate increase that would benefit my education. 

• Tuition is already very expensive, and for me as an off campus distant learner student with 
maybe one class every other week for the upcoming semester at the biltmore campus, I am 
already paying for other amenities that only reside at the Cullowee campus of which I don't 
utilize.( E.g. Athletic facility fee, transportation fee, dining facility fee, Brown Hall Debt Service 
Fee, Athletic fee). I live off campus, and pay my own transportation, dining fees.  I apologize I 
don't support this in my current enrollment status/situation. 

• Overall wcu offers substantially reduce cost comparatively to other institutions for graduate 
level studies. 

• Tuition is already expensive enough.  
• the value is still there even if tuition is higher 
• I take pride in my education but I also have to consider cost of living expenses. I do no support 

this proposed increase. Not to mention that there's an upcharge when I use my credit card to 
make the payment. Please consider removing the credit card upcharge as a compromise 
because I seriously doubt that you will not increase tuition.  

• I understand the increase with the severe inflationary pressures facing our world currently. For 
me, it is not a large deal because I can get tuition reimbursement from my company. For others, 
I don't know their needs personal situations.  

• It's hard to have an opinion when I don't know the why.  Why is the tuition increasing?  Knowing 
that would allow me to make a better decision on the previous question.   

• Everything is increasing so why not tuition. Although this increase is relatively small, it affects 
the people who are actively trying to improve their earning capacity and consequently their 
lives.  

• That is absolutely outrageous! I would be furious!  
• Right now I'm not in a position to pay the extra cost, I'm struggling to stay afloat paying for 

tuition, fees, and these expensive books, as well as paying my bills which all increased, as well as 
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food, gas, and living expenses. Not to mention having to take out extra student loans to cover 
cost, and I'm up in neck with student debt because I no longer qualify for grants, and I applied 
for several scholarships only to get denied time after time. 

• I'm already paying too much.  
• School is already outrageous with adding more to it. 
• grad school is already expensive and we cant get tuition assistance  
• Graduate courses are already more expensive than undergraduate courses. Increasing the divide 

and making it more difficult for students to further their education is unwise.  
• I don't think the students should incur the cost of inflationary constraints. 
• I never really support price increase because for some, it's already a struggle for them to attend 

school.  Increase in loans, etc. ensues afterwards and makes it harder, however, I understand 
that university has to adjust and keep up to be able to afford and stay ahead of the curve. 

• I understand that inflation affects the cost of goods and services. AS LONG AS WE ARE NOT 
RAISING THE COST PER CREDIT HOUR, I can support a $66.50 increase in tuition. 

• This just provides an additional barrier to those trying to further their education. I’m on the 
downslope to completing my graduate degree but this tuition increase will put a financial strain 
on me and my family.  

• Some students have unpaid internships and have to do those full time. How are they supposed 
to pay even more? 

• I thought it was going to be worse but I understand why it needs to increase. It will definitely not 
deter me from completing my program. I love this school and the professors so I will gladly pay 
the increase. 

• I am struggling now to stay in graduate school because of cost. There are far fewer breaks for 
grad students, like NC Promise for example. I am not in favor of any increases and I am in favor 
of more options to decrease out of pocket expenses for grad students. 

• While I hate to see a rate increase, the NC promise system makes financial impact minimal and 
allows for more feasibility of current tuition trends to match that of rising inflation. 

• I am an online student and most of my classes consist of weekly discussions and an assignment. I 
don't feel like I'm getting superior instruction that supports a tuition increase.  

• Completely understand the cost of everything has increased at a rapid pace. 
• Unfortunately, this is not ideal for working individuals who have to support a family along with 

paying for school. Especially if you are part time and do not qualify for student loans.  
• As a high school teacher who does not want to take out more loans. I am all against this.  
• School costs enough as it is, I understand inflation happens but at what point do the students 

get a break in the costs?  It seems that costs trickle down to students but is there ever a 
consideration for cost cuts other places to help facilitate these costs? 

• As a student who self-pays and does not normally get financial aid, any increase may cause 
additional financial strain that is unnecessary for my final year. 

• The only reason i am going to WCU is because the tuition is affordable. As a working teacher, 
this was literally the only program i could afford, and so far it has been horrible. If tuition 
increases you will continue to put more strain on professionals who are just trying to stay in 
their career.  

• Tuition is already inflated why inflate it more? You want students but you don't care that they 
are struggling with inflated costs to live more less attend a university to try and better their 
lives. Education preaches go to school to make money to have a good life while hypocritically 
making it unbearably difficult to attend school for the so called better life. We also all know it is 
only going to sports.  
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• Inflation is affecting everyone. I understand why you are considering an increase but it will have 
to be paid by people experiencing the challenges of increased prices everywhere. 

• I feel that this is only due to underlying effects from the current administration electing to 
â€œforgiveâ€� debt. However, now we are seeing an increase of tuition to further increase 
debt.  

• Do not add to students burden  
• i dont understand why tuition is rising and most of the graduate courses are online 
• If it gets to be too expensive, I will likely transfer schools.  
• Everything else has increased so I imagine that tuition would increase as well 
• In my situation I am a single family income with 3 people in household. I work full-time and I 

can't afford an increase in tuition. I am only taking 1 class at a time cause of my finances. I have 
applied for help but everything is based on gross pay or last years tax when I had two income 
household. 

• Tuition should remain the same. 
• It is already difficult for students to afford college expenses as it is and now there will be an 

increase? That's not fair. We have families to support and we try to further our education in 
order to get better paying jobs (this increase will do more harm than good). 

• I feel like the tuition is high enough as it is, regardless of if you live on or off campus. If you live 
off campus, you have tuition plus housing expenses. 

• College is extremely expensive as it is and what makes WCU so attractive as opposed to other 
colleges is that it is affordable for students. So many students are drowning in student debt in 
order to obtain a degree that is difficult to benefit from. Many students never go off to work in 
the major that they studied in because most employers want someone with the education and 
experience, but no one wants to give the experience. Raising tuition will push students away 
from the college more than the fear of not using their degree.  

• Cost of base tuition should not be a factor.  Yes, the economy is pushing everything, but I feel 
the costs in tuition should not be the first increase. 

• We had a tuition increase last year.  
• There isn't much financial relief for in-state graduate students as it is. There just aren't very 

many options for assistance.  
• I am about to not have a job. I need to cut corners as much as possible - I actually need a grant, 

scholarship or loan to finish in spring 2023. 66.50 doesn't seem like a lot for a whole semester 
but it all adds up. 

 

Graduate | Out-of-State Residents 
 
Planning to Commute Next Year 

• Tuition for out-of-state graduate students is already overpriced and unfair. 
• No  
• It is difficult for some of us from a country where our currency is currently performing poorly 

against the dollar. 
• This will hinder how I can not only cover tuition but also increased living expenses.  
• In my opinion, I think that support should match inflationary constraints rather than put further 

constraints on students. As a graduate student with a clinical placement, it is difficult to hold an 
outside job. Even after applying for aid, it was not received this year. With inflation, the cost of 
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living is financial strain. This additional strain of an increase in tuition is disheartening and 
discouraging.  

• Out-of-state tuition is already not affordable  
• I am an international student, and many international students are having trouble with tuition 

fees and living expenses. We chose this school because we thought we could learn a lot at this 
school. However, if the tuition fee increases further, it will become even more difficult to live, 
and I will have to give up my studies and return to my home country. I think WCU has fewer 
scholarships for international students than other universities. Do you have any suggestions for 
creating an environment that makes it easier for international students to learn? 

• This isn’t going to help those students who pay for grad school with the stipend they get from 
the school they will be taking home less. 

 
Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 

• I do not qualify for grants/loans so all my tuition I have to pay out of pocket, this places a 
constraint on my finances that will ultimately affect my ability to enroll in the required classes. 

• As a BP student, I already feel like I am paying for services at the Cullowhee campus that I never 
use, so I would not appreciate an additional increase on top of that. 

• I feel like I already overpay to not even have student services available to me 
• My student loans and income will not go up by 3%. I do not believe it is just to lay this cost on 

students. 
• It is already difficult to get loans, federal or private, to help pay for tuition and even live. 

 
Planning to Take Classes Online Next Year 

• Most international graduate students come from underdeveloped countries, so do not increase 
the tuition fees of graduate students. 

• I live in Maggie valley North Carolina Haywood county and each time I apply for in state tuition I 
was denied. I am a single mother I work full time and go to school a 3% increase may not seem 
like much to others but my son and I are just getting by right now so that would be a strain on 
my house hold  

• International Graduate students will face difficulty to bear the cost due to the financial crisis are 
severe in many countries for current inflation. 

• If there’s an increase, I won’t be able to continue my studies. A decision that will happen if 
there’s an increase. 

• The increase will make you less competitive. There should actually be a decrease for online 
programs due to physical space not being utilized.   

• the increase of tuition might make me a decision to stop my degree as I'm paying out of pocket 
• I am a foreign student funding my tuition fees. It is a huge burden on me considering the 

exchange rate. Please do not make it more burdensome by increasing it. I really want to 
complete the process and i have just 2 semesters to go. Thanks in advance for considering my 
case 

• I is hard enough to afford the exorbitant price.  Raise tuition and I will be vacating the program. 
• Education should not cost this much when it is required to be employed, promoted, or 

otherwise increase an individual's standard of living.  
• Not financially feasible at this time for me. 
• International students will face difficulties to pay the increased amount as their families are also 

fighting with the effect of this inflation. 
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• I already struggle to pay tuition as an out of state student taking fully online classes.  I am not 
happy about this at all, and it certainly makes me rethink recommending this university to 
others. 

• Tuition is already high. I dont live on campus so none of those "perks" i already pay for even 
apply to me. Like games, ems, police. I havent been on campus in almost a year or more. Why 
am i paying for services i dont even use?  

• Even with the increase of inflation, tuition is already artificially inflated to a level that is 
inappropriate.  

• Not feasible to pay for  
 

Proposed Doctor of Physical Therapy Differential Tuition increase 
 

Undergraduate Students 
Planning to Live on Campus Next Year 

• NO 
• I cannot afford the cost now 
• College is already so expensive for so many people. How much more expensive is it going to get 

by the time I’m actually ready for DPT school? 
• not everyone can afford an increase of money like that and if you do increase it there might be a 

drop in people pursuing that major 
 
Planning to Commute Next Year 

• Why would I want to pay extra when I'm already in debt? 
• There should not be an increase this is the reason I chose this school for was the price of tuition 

if they increase I will transfer  
• Although most PT schools are expensive and difficult to afford for most people, including myself, 

a less than 300 dollar increase in tuition is likely worth it if this increase helps build the MAP 
Health Clinic. The MAP clinic is a very important and noteworthy aspect of WCU's PT program. 

• We already have to pay a lot of money to attend school. I believe the state should cover these 
expenses  

• Grad school is super expensive so anything we can do to help the price. A lot of people are 
turned away from grad school for this reason 

 
Graduate Students 

Planning to Commute Next Year 
• There is already an additional fee for PT related expenses 
• Reduce the fees for other "undergraduate" activities that grad students do not attend and use 

those fees to support the needs of the DPT program 
• I would like to be given specific examples of what this money would be going to. 
• I MAPHealth clinic makes a difference for the students and the community. Any added money to 

ICE would just increase our experience here 
• We don't spend that much money for MAPHealth expenses. We have pushed for an EMR and 

with fundraising could support it financially but have been shot down. I don't know where this 
money would go being that we don't use that many expenses and fundraise all of our money. 
We also made 2,000 surplus last year and still have walls up on what we are allowed to spend it 
on so I don't think it should come out of student's pockets.  
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• This is just greed- there are plenty of fund raisers for MAP health as is. Why would they need to 
take more money from the students at such a high cost? 

• What money is spent on MAPHealth? There is a funds person for this reason and they barely 
spend any money. This is super unnecessary. 

• I am not supportive of this increase because I also have other expenses such as rent, groceries, 
insurance, etc. and this is a significant increase which would cause me to need to make cuts in 
other necessary parts of my life. 

• There are several expenses from the DPT program that we are paying outside of tuition and 
fees. I think we should have more fundraisers to offset the expenses for students rather than 
increasing the costs for everyone.  

• I think there are many other ways to support the MAP health clinic via fundraising and it doesn't 
need to come from student tuition.  

 
Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 

• As long as it’s actually used to help the program, and not line someone’s pockets, I guess I’m 
okay with it.  

• The two clinics in Biltmore Park and Cullowhee are not equal learning opportunities due to the 
vast difference in equipment and clinical instructors available. Lack of effort to make sure all 
students share the same learning experience at both locations is very apparent and should be 
addressed before you increase our tuition. 

• I feel as though there are not adequate resources to MAPHealth at this time and would love to 
see more funding go toward this to help us better serve our patients and improve our education 
through exposure from ICE experiences in real clinics as opposed to sim lab 

• I am only supportive of this if it would have been more cost to the individual getting the degree 
• Again, wait until 2025 as our cohort experience has been interrupted by COVID.  
• I have heard that MAPHealth does not need more funding. They have plenty of donors and 

fundraisers. 
• As long as it is inclusive and we see the benefits of these costs  

 
Proposed Doctor Nursing Practice – Nurse Anesthesia Differential Tuition increase 

 
Undergraduate Students 

Planning to Live on Campus Next Year 
• This is an incredibly demanding major that makes it incredibly difficult to work a job. On top of 

that, students are being asked to drive very long distances to their clinicals which requires quite 
a lot of gas money.  

• There shouldn’t be an increase do to many family rely on b/c promise tuitions and by doing this 
it would cause many conflicts on student and families  

• We’re still struggling to pay the bills so add more will cause a lot of inconvenience  
• It costs more for students  
• I agree for maintenance, but rotations and clinical sites? 
• Some students possibly can not afford this change.  
• I feel the practice has enough  

 
Planning to Commute Next Year 
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• The nursing program already requires us to purchase ATI which is 500ish a semester plus 
Examplify which is 60 a year as well as uniforms and other materials we need. We don’t need 
more stress about paying for school.  

• I rely on NC promise to keep school cheaper. With an increase I won’t be able to afford to 
attend the university.  

• As a student who does not receive financial aid or help from my parents it is getting very difficult 
to sport myself in my education with price increases.  

• In the nursing program we have to pay all extra resources like (ATI, Examplify, drug 
test/background checks for clinical, housing stay when clinicals are too far) all out of pocket 

• i feel like you are already having so many people paying for so many things. Most all of us are 
going to be living off campus at this time and we are already having to ay for so many things, 
housing , scrubs all your extra items and with clincals and super long classes i dont see how you 
can expect for students to oay for there schooling along with housing. I feel like if you do start 
upping the prices you will have people drop and transfer to SCC because they are the same 
tuition price and they do the same things. I wouldnt agree with you upping the price 

 
Graduate Students 

Planning to Commute Next Year 
• This is not a necessary rate increase because the university does not provide clinical rotations 

for DNP-FNP students. 
• We were given background on what the tuition differential is spent on, and I think that was an 

important factor for me in being in support of this. I know where it's going, i.e. what for and 
why.  

• i came here becasue of the prices and i dont want that to change when i hace already went here 
for 2 years  

 
Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 

• Already taking out additional loans to cover all tuition and living expenses due to not being able 
to work while in the program  

• From the FNP/DNP perspective, I am not in support of this either unless it is proposed to offer 
requested incentive stipends for the preceptors (which the Pediatric groups have asked for of 
me) or if it will be used by the placement coordinator to faciliate actually securing placement for 
this as it is one of the most difficult to obtain.  

• If there is going to be an increase in tuition, there needs to be a restructure and increase for 
ability to take out loans for living expenses. Especially as graduate students who cannot work, 
loans are our only options and rent prices continue to increase in the Asheville area  

• Perhaps the university could seek other sources of funding, such as grants? 
• Once again, the price if this hyper-inflated tourist trap of a region is ridiculous. There is no 

incentive to live here.   
• I'm not familiar with the specifics, so cannot speak to the increase other than it is a significant 

increase of 9 semesters of $500.  
• I do not think it is fair for students already attending the program to have to pay an increase in 

tuition. If a new simulator is going to be implemented and operated without my say then I don’t 
believe it is my responsibility to cover the cost. I am not against paying extra for the pediatric 
clinical site but I would like to know why the cost is increasing. If it is necessary then I would be 
okay with it but I want to know where my money is going.  
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• I am unclear if this is for the whole  DNP program or just the nurse anesthesia program. I do not 
see why the DNP (FNP) program would incur additional expenses, as students are responsible 
for arraigning their own clinical experiences as well as distant clinical sites.  If this applies to DNP 
(FNP), then I am not in support of the increase. Currently it appears that our differential 
basically doubles our tuition.   

 
Proposed College of Engineering and Technology Program Fee increase 

 
Undergraduate Students 

Planning to Live on Campus Next Year 
• Although I would like to pay what I'm paying now, I do know that this money can contribute to 

better equipment.  
• Would be a decent idea, as long as it dose NOT increase anymore. 
• School already cost to much  
• I am a financial aid student. My financial aid covers my tuition and fees. If my financial aid can't 

cover that, then I most likely will not be able to afford to attend. 
• As long as the money is being put to good use, i see no downsides 
• If it will go towards expanding the machines and resources that are available to engineering 

students then that would be well worth my 25$. 
• “Maintenance” is too general to propose an extra fee from every student in the program.  
• The school hasn’tupdated any engineering equipment in decades. This money will only be spent 

on non-engineering things. The labs were outdated in the 90’s. We still rely on floppy discs for 
our cnc machines. Our measurement equipment is literally from the 1960’s (every student has 
seen this) and even if they weren’t rusted and broken none have been calibrated since this 
century. Western obviously doesn’t care about its engr department. We have labs that half the 
equipment is either destroyed or so old that no one can figure out how to work them. WCU 
doesn’t even rank in the top 5 schools for engineering in nc. COMMUNITY COLLEGES OUT RANK 
US.  

• There is no need for an increases 
• I’m in the program and it’s fine how it is to be honest but I know some of the professors would 

like some new equipment and money for materials.  
• if it is only 25 dollars it is ok, if there are hidden fees it is not ok 
• $25 a semester in the grand scheme of things will not have a large effect on the individual, but 

as a whole will have a large effect in helping the college of Engineering. 
• This seems small, but does it add tangible value to the program I am taking? 
• Students should be given greater lab access  access to expiriment and educate themselves if 

they are being charged more for the lab’s maintenance  
• Why does it keep increasing? 
• $25 is so little it does not even need to be mentioned. 
• Sure, if it's not a massive fee then it wouldn't matter too much, as long as I'm paying for things 

relevant to my degree and the betterment of the community I'm living in. 
• as long as it goes back into the program for students, I support it 
• If it truly is to ensure we have cutting edge equipment that works, then I'm all for it. 
• id like to know more about the extent to which the money would directly be going to effecting 

me as an EE major. 
• I do not agree 
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• this is the first time I'm hearing of this increase and not knowing what the original price is I don't 
know how bad this increase will be on the students' wallets. 

• Updates to belk would be nice 
• Do not raise my prices. 
• I’m poor  

 
Planning to Commute Next Year 

• How do we as students actually know the fees collected are being used for intended purposes 
• We already pay thousands for our education.   
• but why though 
• If so, the money better be going to better facilities or programs. 
• If this means we hace the opportunities to have more than one machine to work with during a 

lab and actual functioning equipment, I am all for it. Currently for 1 lab there is about 20 people 
and only 1 machine. This is very ineffective and inefficient. 

• I dont feel we need a price increase.  
• The 3D printers WCU has often seemed to fail, making completing projects hard. Creo, the 

modeling software, isn't very user-friendly for students like myself who have had no 
introduction to modeling and have to use it. I will support this if the program updates and is 
better suited for the new technology.  

• The same year tuition increases students should see what maintenance this is helping with 
• i dont want to pay more money than i already am 
• I think it’s a good idea, but maybe not $50 bucks per person per year.  
• They increased our athletic fees to buy scooters for the football team. They have enough 

money.  
• High enough already 
• don't do it  
• As a student, if fees are increased, I feel that the equipment/software should be used/updated 

to current software.  
• The fees that we as students currently endure is enough for a student to have to deal with. If the 

fee is risen it will potentially have the effect of discouraging incoming students from taking a 
major in the COE+T whenever the STEM field is undersized already and needs more students. 
The COE+T needs to look for external support from businesses and grants rather than upping 
the fee on the penniless students. 

• With the rapid change in technology equipment it takes an investment to teach on the cutting 
edge of technology.  

• It is expensive enough as is no need in being any higher. 
• While I do think many of the engineering/construction management labs (and the Belk building 

in general) need some updating, I do not think there should be any extra fees added onto the 
students to help with the maintenance of the labs, because the large amount of miscellaneous 
fees that are already billed by the school and E&T program puts quite a burden on students, and 
I don't believe it should be the students' responsibility to financially take care of any of the 
university's property, lab equipment or any of its maintenance. 

 
Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 

• As an increase is not always looked as seen in a positive manner. I do believe a $25 increase is 
good to help keep equipment and software going for labs. The $25 increase could be alot higher 
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compared to many other colleges and Universities in the state. If it is needed to purchase more 
reliable software or even hire more employees then so be it. 

• Historically, I think that the funds allocated to this program have been spent appropriately on 
circuitry and machining tools alike. With this in mind, an increase in funds for this program 
would be ideal in facilitating the accelerated growth of students, teachers, and WCU as a whole.  

• We already pay 75 bucks a year just to be in this program, what benefit for me is it going to be 
with me now having to pay 100 a year. 

• As a college student, working to pay tuition while taking full-time student classes, I'm afraid I 
have to disagree with the proposed raise in tuition. I'm using tuition for the cost of living and 
money earned from work for necessities like food and school supplies. I would need to know 
why they are proposing the raise in tuition, no matter the price range, and where this money for 
the program will go.  

 
Planning to Take Classes Online Next Year 

• Obviously no one wants to pay more, but with the way the economy is now, it is 
understandable. I will be benefitting from the proposed maintenance and upgrades, so I am in 
support of this increase. 

• Distance students wouldn’t benefit from lab equipment  
 

Graduate Students 
Planning to Commute Next Year 

• If they're increasing fees they need to at LEAST equally increase our Graduate Research 
Assistant pay to keep up with the hike in fees, they already pay us an insultingly low rate as it is. 

• The $25 increase needs to be shown in the college, whether it be higher salary for the faculty or 
better equipment in the classrooms.  

 
Planning to Take Classes Online Next Year 

• International Graduate students will face difficulty to bear the cost due to the financial crisis are 
severe in many countries for current inflation. 

• The needed funds should be allocated from other areas, not from the students who are already 
on the hook for thousands of dollars from loans. 

• International students will face difficulties to pay the increased amount as their families are also 
fighting with the effect of this inflation. 

• I graduate this semester from the MCM program in the CET and I’ve never used any of these 
components.  

 
Proposed Health Services Fee 

Undergraduate Students 
Planning to Live on Campus Next Year 

• This is fine but not preferred. 
• I think this is a good idea and could use more funding. 
• It does not relate to me, so I feel no need to pay more. 
• have not felt well served by health services 
• I am happy with the health services I am currently receiving. 
• I think it’s a good idea  
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• No. I already paid for the appointment I had there because no one told me that my insurance 
wasn't covered until the bill came. 

• I do not like the proposed health fee increase due to the fact that some of the services aren't 
even paid for and some students do not even have to use the health services provided, and their 
insurances aren't even accepted.  

• Finances are hard for some families and the more the school keeps raising all these fees the 
harder it is for students and their families to pay for their education. 

• If you're increasing this you should make CAPS more accessible for students, the call-in system 
actively deters people from seeking help.  

• No opinion 
• It would be nice to have an increase of support, however, I did come to WCU for the lower cost 

of schooling. 
• The health fee is such a grand number within our school payments, if it werent for me having 

health insurance on my own i could not make it here at the school. I know that i am one of the 
lucky ones who have it that way, but there are many other students who just make by with their 
payments, finding a way to keep these costs as look as possible would be the greatest meaure of 
all but I know that can get difficult. if there are increased fees there should be a way to also 
increase the aid that students can also recieve. That goes for all fees being increased.  

• I think this is necessary but we really need to find people who will actually help students. I am an 
RA and I have to refer students to CAPS but they have all had a pretty bad experience. 

• Stop increasing my fees you greedy bastards I'm already paying enough 
• I’m already working almost full time to support myself, and even then that is a struggle with 

financial aid included.  
• Why  
• I am paying my way through college myself and i don’t need to be paying more for services I 

don’t use. 
• I think it would be very useful in allowing for more students to benefit from what CAPS and 

other health-related programs have to offer 
• No increase fee.  
• I think it isn't okay if we are already paying out of pocket for out insurance.  
• I’m okay with it because it benefits us as regular students. 
• Why is this needed 
• For good cause so ok 
• I don’t think the health fees should be increased 
• I feel like health is a very important thing on campus that if not funded properly lots of people 

will suffer from it.  
• Gives students what they need when they need it. Amazing proposal. 
• I think that it’s okay to increase it by a little. Our health care professionals do a lot and bird is 

helpful when it comes to getting meds and other stuff. But sometimes we still have to go off 
campus to get our meds  

• Not all students can afford health care- why make it more expensive and inaccessible? 
• It’s already enough because I don’t really use it. 
• If it increase the resources available to students to have access too it will be important  
• hate 
• Don't use it often so definitely don't want an increase in fees. 
• N/A 
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• Not many people need this service so it is not necessary. 
• No reason to increase 
• Health is important  
• As long as it goes towards actual counseling therapy etx 
• Health care Fees are important 
• Sounds good! 
• I think that CAPS and health services are facilities that almost all students that live on campus 

will use during their time at Western.  
• Mental health and awareness is incredibly important, and counseling sessions are free to us to 

use, I support this completely. I don't like that the increase to athletics fee is more than the 
health fee, especially when we are encouraged as a school to focus on mental health such as in 
the Edu courses we take before coming to school.  

• It’s not good for people who come here knowing they came here for lower tuition  
• If this were to help hire more CAPS workers and therapists, then yes. 
• As long as CAPS can be more available and staff get paid more.  
• If I am not paying for health insurance through the school, then what point does it make to 

health a health fee if I have my own insurance? 
• I waive my health fee 
• Please elaborate on what exactly these fees will be used for  
• i don’t use it so why raise it  
• Health fee proposed increase is not much and health field is admirable. Fueling next gen, 
• Not every student participates in these  
• I think Health Services is important and we should do everything we can to make it better.  
• everyone has access to these services on campus for free, I wouldn’t mind this increase.  
• i don’t think that should happen. students will be less likely to ask for help or revive it.  
• Could help increase quality of life for students, especially if the funds were properly distributed 

between psychological and physical health. 
• I like the idea would like to see health services maybe open for a couple hours on a Saturday just 

in case  
• I personally think that this would be a good opportunity for those in need of help. If this opens 

up more space for students to actually get an appointment it would be great. It is very difficult 
to get in and mental health is a growing problem with college students.  

• All good. 
• The health services on campus are horrible. If anything, the fee should be waived. The doctors 

don't listen and don't care.  
• There should be an option for those who can't afford insurance increase. It does no good 

Increasing for low income individuals. 
• What is the school doing with the extra money? If it isn't for expanding the school or has no real 

impact on student life then there is absolutely no reason to charge more for no reason. What 
are these fees for? 

• NOT SUPPORTED 
• Understandable, goes to a good cause 
• I find it to be very lacking and the price increase tk have no strong purpose to be increasing  
• My personal opinion, as I have never been treated or examined on this campus, I do not find the 

increase to be worth it. 
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• I've used Health Services a few times since my time at Western. It's a great department and I 
would have no trouble allotting more money to them. All of WCU's students have access to 
them.  

• I am fine with this! 
• What will be the outcomes, because the payment is already high for students so what will it 

change in my daily life or does it just impact once I'm sick enough? 
• Wonderful. Students need better health services always 
• Some students cannot afford it 
• I feel as the fees fro health related services are reasonably priced.  
• I would be willing to pay more, lots of my friends haven’t even been able to get appointments to 

be seen by a doctor when they have symptoms of strep/covid. 
• I believe this is extremely beneficial to the university 
• This increase in prices is unnecessary and will put myself and many students like me in financial 

jeopardy, negatively impacting our mental health, academic focus, and likelihood of graduation.  
• As someone who uses health services and has used CAPS in the past it is very hard to get 

appointments and/or appointments are scheduled too far out forcing students to go to the ER 
or Urgent care. 

• i dont use it so i don’t want to pay more  
• Health fees would cause many financially unstable students to seek other options before 

professional health services on campus. This would lead to higher rates of sickness, both 
physical and mental.  

• no comment  
• Health should always be a priority 
• Agree  
• I have only had to go the the medical office two times in my time here for extremely minor 

things. Anything serious I would treat at the hospital. This is a first aid and doctors note station 
for me, not Al major medical care. 

• Please increase CAPS staff if possibly with the fee increase- they’re always booked up months in 
advance. 

• If not all students take advantage of these services then why increase the fees for everyone? 
• The slight increase for health and wellness is very agreeable, especially considering these 

services are so well used by a large portion of the student body. 
• I think it’s highly beneficial  
• Don’t in crease any fees unless you can provide better parking and AC in all buildings  
• Yes it is needed  
• I have never heard any good feedback from other students that these services have been 

beneficial to them and I don't believe that providing this department with more money will help 
them. They need to be re-evaluated and reorganized before our hard-earned money is robbed 
from us. 

• Understandable and supported 
• Health services is important for the safety of students, so I would be okay with paying a little 

extra with this. 
• I think it’s necessary for aiding in our aid 
• No comment 
• Is this genuinely necessary during a time when extreme inflation is stressing the financial health 

of families? 
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• Not too bad so it makes sense.  
• Very good 
• I think that's fair enough considering we will have access to all kinds of health systems on 

campus.  
• I think health/insurance is a necessity in college.  
• Assuming that these fees are going to be increased regardless of student input, this one at least 

makes the most sense. Our Health Services should not be getting less support than athletics; it 
should be a much higher priority for WCU. 

• It shouldn’t.  
• It shouldn’t go up. It’s already high enough. I’m so glad I already had health insurance. 
• No 
• I agrEe with this proposal 
• please 
• CAPS appointments are at least a month out, sometimes longer. We don't even have resources 

available for students with covid-19 anymore, students like myself that live 10 hours away can't 
just go home. Fees should not be raised after services are removed.  

• I don’t use these facilities so why should I be charged? 
• I feel as though the better the healthcare for students and staff the better overall, and the fee 

isn't much so i think this change is a good one. 
• So far as a freshman I've used 0 health services, but I know the value of them. 
• No Comment  
• Don’t do it  
• I already can’t barely afford to be here.  
• Health services should not be more when it is hard enough to get access now 
• I won’t be able to access health services if there is a fee increase. 
• I already pay enough  
• This is good, I support this 
• I don't mind Bird is availiable to students at any time with no fees for visiting, I'm okay with 

paying more for the health care just because it is a good thing to have on campus for everyone 
• The mental health situation of students at WCU needs improvement, and I think raising the 

salary of those attempting to help students would help the issue. 
• I don’t see any need because it doesn’t sound like we actually get supported by it. 
• I think this would be quite beneficial to the school and students mental and physical health 

should be a concern. I wouldn’t mind the extra charge for this. 
• I have no opinion on this. Although I believe healthcare should be more accessible I understand 

the small increase in price.  
• I agree that these fees need to be increased. CAPS, along with the healthcare facility, would 

really benefit from this.  
• I haven’t used health Services so I really don’t care 
• It is fine I understand this one. 
• It is already too expensive.  
• Health is really important and so is a sound mind to academic success, so I support raising the 

fee for that for adequate staffing and resources.  
• We need more money to go to mental health and just physical health services. Too many 

students suffer and not enough is being done 
• Health services is amazing. Please hire more 
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• It’s fine 
• i just feel like students who do not have enough funds would miss out on the school’s health 

and psychological services because they might not be able to afford an almost $40 price 
increase per semester (thats for everything) 

• I personally don't know a lot of students that use this resource so I believe it's a waste of money 
to spend more on it. 

• I’ve had positive experiences with health services so an increase is fine.  
• I don't use the schools health services so this doesn't make since as to why I would be paying 

more for it. 
• The Heath Fee shouldn't be raised currently because all they will do is give you an excuse for 

class and not actually see what's wrong. 
• While I understand that these small fee increases are not "a lot" per student per semester 

compared to the very high price that is paid by students already, I find it ridiculous that there be 
an increase in costs for any reason.  Prices to attend (while lower than other schools) are already 
extremely high and taxing on students.  Increasing these prices, even if by a little, will create 
that much more stress on students for services that they may not even see at the end of the 
day.  I feel like the price that is paid is MORE than enough already.  Why not think about 
lowering the price of attendance by this much? 

• N/A 
• CAPS and Bird should have a higher budget than the football team. School spirit doesn't mean 

anything when your students don't have the resources to get by.  
• Health care should be free as is America is crazy 
• Bird gives out medicine that hasn’t been prescribed normally for decades because they are 

trying to get rid of their stock. You can’t get an appointment let alone help. You have to tell the 
staff that you are going to kill yourself to get any kind of mental health help. No one trust the 
health care that is provided. Unless this fee provides the necessary funds to completely overhaul 
the program then the price shouldn’t raised.  

• I will pay more if that means they are higher qualified and know what they are actually doing 
and if I won't judge me for my clothes I wear. 

• This college has drained $30,000 from me within the one and a half years of me being here. 
There is absolutely no reason why I would or should back these fee increases even if I appreciate 
the faculty.  

• N/A 
• Unless this fee increase is going to hire more mental health professionals, the fee increase is 

unwarranted.  
• I see this as an important investment for the student body  
• Could be incredibly useful, especially when considering CAPS. Many students who need access 

to that are not typically able to. 
• Don't mind as this is something to Uni actually has some skin in the game for  
• For students that already have insurance and or off campus doctors aid this is pointless 
• I provide my own insurance so there is no reason i should be forced to pay the health fee 

increase. 
• if this increase is necessary for providing adequate health services for students, I support it, as I 

do not know enough about this topic to disagree with this decision.  
• Western does not need to have an increase of money from young individuals with the desire to 

further their education. It is so upsetting to see that we even have a survey for this, none the 
less have to pay this much to simply learn.  
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• we already pay enough.  
• If this increase allows CAPS and Bird to help students I am all for it. As someone who has been 

informed if they want an appointment with CAPS, it will be a four-month wait, and Bird turned 
me away when I had an infection telling me they can not help I am for a fee increase if it leads to 
more and better resources for me as a student.  

• If it means receiving better treatment, then yes. Or including more resources than yes.  
• I Would love to see more money put towards the CAPS service, I've heard multiple accounts 

from my peers that it can benefit from it 
• I don't see why this is needed 
• It doesn’t need to be increased. We already pay a health fee but we don’t get vaccines free plus 

this school doesn’t take many insurances.  
• If an increase results in more access to health services for students that is good!  
• No comment 
• I am okay with the health fee increasing being that medical expenses are going up. 
• I would supportive this if it actually brings more health services on campus and continues to 

improve the ones we already have. 
• If we are increasing the health fee, which I do agree with, we must also improve the efficiency 

and time scale that it requires as well. It takes too long to be able to get proper health checks, 
especially for mental health. 

• I dont really use it so I don't care I just don't want to pay for something I don't use. 
• I think it’ll be very helpful for students that do need the services and it can provide more 

resources for students and faculty  
• Boo 
• These resources that are being used to help the mental and physical health of students should 

be prioritized over anything, as well as an increase in paying those who chose to help others. 
• I feel the health service should offer more if we have to pay more. 
• I assume that this is an increase in the situation fees for those going into a health major. I feel 

like they have to deal with enough expensive classes and tuition fees.  
• I don’t think it’s fully necessary but it is way more important then the other two so I’d be okay 

with it  
• No  
• I am not aware of the added benefits of increasing the fees Thus, I am not supportive.  
• Fine. If that keeps CAPS up and running and takes away your excuse to ignore student health 

and mental health issues, fine. 
• I support it so that WCU can expand the services it has to meet student needs 
• No need to increase  
• Healthcare in general should be free. I do not want to worry about any costs when I am not well.  
• I do not believe many students utilize our counseling services because of how it is provided. No 

opinion because it could be beneficial to have for use.  
• I have no opinion on the health service increase, I've used health services a lot this semester and 

they're great. 
• health and mental services are always a necessity 
• This is the only one that I am slightly supportive of if it allows us to get not only free 

appointments but free medication and whatever else we may need after the fact. 
• i mean whatever i guess 
• I have not benefitted from the Health fee at all, so the increase will not benefit me 
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• NO DONT DO IT 
• Students are already paying a lot of money to come to this school and the school is forcing us to 

pay more.  
• Many students that already struggle to pay this fee already, and by increasing it, you are making 

a conflict on students that count already pay this fee 
• Health care is expensive enough! And health needs are uncontrollable. 
• your healthcare system sucks  
• All for this! 
• No comment 
• I think that It doest matter but I think that its unfair to those who don't end up using it.  
• Increasing the Health Fee has my full support. Sound psychological and counseling services are 

of utmost importance on a college campus. 
• A Health Fee increase seems perfectly reasonable. 
• You are increasing all of these things, but nobody is receiving a pay increase.  How hard do you 

want to make it for the students to get healthcare, and expect us to keep our grades where they 
need to be if you just want us to work harder to afford all of this?  

• No comment  
• NA 
• I think this is understandable and should be put in place as this is a service many students use.  
• I have no opinion on the Health fee as of now because I am still in the age where I am under my 

parents insurance coverage. 
• better student health is always welcome  
• I believe that increasing the health fee is a win win. There are still students on campus that do 

not have a car so their best option is bird and by us paying more will give more help to them, 
then I am all for it. 

• No opinion. 
• If such a small increase would help the overall budget, then go for it 
• overall struggling with payments, do not want raised costs 
• CAPS DESPERATELY needs more staff to the tune of 3-4 employees. If the fees will help them get 

staff, I'm supportive of it. 
• Ridiculous 
• Byrd and psychological services could definitely use some additional funding. 
• Not everyone receives financial aid and cannot afford increases 
• Health care is already so expensive so there's no need to raise it 
• good 
• N/A 
• The health fee should go towards improving the health centers on campus.  
• It seems small. 
• Should not increase 
• Would it be covered by the waiver  
• heath care is already expensive, we pay thousands of dollars it just isn’t fair.  
• N/A 
• Why would you want to increase something that college students are struggling to pay school 

and yet you want to increase everything. It’s supposed to be a Carolina promise school but yet 
we pay so much.  

• Why the increase? 
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• Good 
• Health Care should be open to all as it improves learning environment for people.  
• More mental health awareness and access is good 
• I do not think that Health Fees should increase when some of us do not use the health fees that 

WCU provides.  
• I do not understand why I have to pay for that stuff when I do not use it. 
• health care and college are both already extremely inflated as it is 
• Why in god's name are we increasing the cost of support for students on campus when half of 

the kids here won't be able to pay off some of the fees they're taking on by being here before 
they die. Who's idea was it to say, "Let's take money from the students as opposed to 
requesting more federal funding or withdrawing financial support away from areas where it isn't 
as necessary?" Maybe stop spending so much on having landscaping teams replace flowers 
every time they die after one overnight cold snap. Ridiculous. 

• Agree entirely to increase the health fee. They are underfunded and I use the services a lot. This 
increase would help other students as well as staff. 

• Please no. 
• Health services are very important and it's understandable that some fees would need to be 

higher to keep up with increasingly demanding needs of a population. 
• This is an unnecessary cost because they already receive fees and many people never even visit 

the health center. 
• Went to health services and they were not helpful whatsoever. Gave bad information and 

diagnosis.  
• Health services has provided fairly good service to students, but if this money isn't going to 

adding more staff to physiological services I'm going to be rather disappointed.  
• I'm all for advocating for mental health services. Increasing fees here could benefit counseling 

and psychological services. Health is highly important and always underfunded.  
• Good for a better quality of healthcare 
• It is hard for students to afford tuition and all the fees already. This will add up and can hurt 

many students.  
• Dont need to be increased  
• I think this is appropriate for better services 
• that's fine 
• I'm all for helping those in a mental health crisis situation, and appreciate the health services 

department. 
• I feel the Health Fee is low in comparison to the other fees, especially Athletic Fees.  
• Any improvement to the quality of my and others students healthcare is always appreciated. 
• I have Medicaid, but I would hate for someone to not be able to afford college because of the 

health fee. 
• More funding = better care and more resources. Academics are dependent on the mental and 

physical health of the student.  
• I believe that will be a good use of funding. 
• As a school system, you are already deceitful enough saying tuition is only 500$ but actually is $ 

3,000 for in-state students. This makes me embarrassed to be a WCU student. 
• I"m cool with it. 
• What would this budget increase do? Health center already isn’t not easy to access so  
• No 
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• It is not needed as I do not participate in school healthcare insurance and if I need services I will 
pay out of pocket.  

• I don’t use it use so I shouldn’t have to pay for it let alone increase in pay.  
• I don't see where this money would be going or how it would benefit me.  
• It seems to be a fair fee for those that would use the health services  
• have no opinion, we deserve healthcare  
• These are services that all students use and all have access too. Therefore I really don’t care if 

there is a slight increase in this amount.  
• it is not my responsibility to pay for a budget that someone didn’t make right. i’m paying for an 

education, not a mistake 
• I think that increase is good. Increasing the amount of money that is given to people in the 

health field can bring more people in, more people in psychological services are needed because 
at the moment, there's not enough we workers for all the people who need help 

• Student heath and well-being should one of the most important accepts of maintaining a 
college, and I would be willing to support extra spending in this area 

• This seem okay because it is health  
• Health and Safety is a priority for any good campus. I trust that the my money is being used 

wisely in this sector. 
• Mental health needs to be a focus, $7 would be a fair increase if it meant students could be 

motivated to remain here  
• I try not to need the health services but a slight change in the price won't make as much of a 

difference. 
• n/a 
• I kind of don't understand why this fee is the lowest one while the athletics fee is the highest. I 

feel like it should be the other way around. 
• I think it can’t be helped 
• The health center at this school is always useless they don’t need more money 
• If more money is needed for health services to function then I am willing to pay a bit more.  
• N/A 
• Invest more in mental health because CAPS is drowning 
• Makes sense, gotta stay healthy. 
• make CAPS more accessible and more staffed so students can access CAPS regularly without 

having to wait 2+ weeks for each appointment.  
• I haven't even used the health yet so why should it be increased on my side 
• One of the benefits that Western brings for incoming students is that we are relatively cheap. 

Do not change how much we charge to go here. I feel like our numbers on students will drop.   
• Idiotic it expensive enough , mabey increase job wages on campus before any of this shit ?! 

Where are we going to pull this money from  
• If the health care fee will increase I hope to see and improve on doctors taking time with their 

patients as well as more machinery( an eco would really be beneficial) 
• Health is fine no need for more funding  
• We are already paying an extreme amount of money; there should be no reason to increase it.  
• Health Care is one of those things that are very essential to a healthy life and WCU providing 

health care is very generous, so I could see the increase being a positive thing if it also provides 
more health care opportunies and affordability for students. As a student I believe accessibility 
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to healthcare is an impending issue that a lot of student's face, so as long as it provides benefits 
for faculty and students I'm in support.  

• If it is going towards more staffing, and better mental health resources, I approve. 
• Ive never used a health service here 
• There should be an increase as long as the availability of healthcare increases a proportional 

amount.  
• I am definitely okay with this because all students can partake in this service. 
• I feel that improving the healthcare that students can receive on campus in any capacity would 

be beneficial in the long run. 
• High enough already  
• not completely against it. it is needed and helpful for everyone 
• Only if necessary  
• Only if necessary 
• It’s ridiculous to make us pay more when we’re already being gutted by housing and meal plans. 

Many students will suffer because of this, as little as the price increase is.  
• Fair enough 
• no 
• I think CAPS is full and deserves to have more money funded into this program to help and reach 

out to more students 
• No it’s not good 
• none  
• Health care shouldn't cost us more than absolutely necessary 
• No 
• We pay enough. We shouldn’t have to choose between health and being financially stable 
• In my experience so far, the Bird building has not done very much to help me when I'm sick and 

need care so I'm not really sure why I would pay more money to a service I'm not benefiting 
from.  

• I understand why 
• Probably necessary as the health services currently don't have time for students in need, but 

could also be a waste if not used properly. 
• I think if the benefits of raising the proposed Health Fee means better service and care provided, 

then it should be put in place.  
• this is ok because, if need be, the student is able to get this removed from their fees. 
• I am for whatever is needed so we can have proper health 
• No opinion 
• none 
• A majority of students who are independent cannot afford healthcare outside of the school. 

Raising the fees makes it harder for people like myself to be able to go to school here and force 
more student debt. 

• Do not raise 
• I was told it was supposed to be free at bird  
• I dont personally use the health care at school like alot of my peers. Therefore, I fee it everyone 

should have to be included in the increase 
• I mean if y’all deliver and actually make shit better, good. 
• please use increased fee to help make CAPS appointments more accessible and more frequent 

for students that need them.  
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• Makes sense.  
 
Planning to Commute Next Year 

• Health services fee is okay because it benefits ALL students.  
• It’s alright I guess. 
• I would support an increase for more mental health resources  
• We do not need it be raised. We are funded enough. 
• there should be no fee increase if the services are not being expanded.  
• Health Fee is understandable because it is a resource for students to use through WCU in order 

to receive quick and adequate care without having to go off campus.  
• I believe that the health services offered here are beneficial, though WCU is known for being an 

affordable option. Any raise in fees can be detrimental and steer students in need away.  
• I use health services a lot, so that is fine with me 
• More money to health services could help more people 
• I understand increasing the health service fee 
• This is reasonable! 
• If the fees don't go to improving our health care at WCU it shouldn't be applied 
• We already pay enough! 
• Good 
• No opinion  
• They don’t need it 
• don’t fucking do it 
• Will do  
• Health services don’t benefit the students, and have horrible service. Once they fix that then 

maybe the students will be willing to help.  
• I have not had to use health services more than once. 
• I think this is only good if there are increased benefits for students 
• Health is important to me 
• Please don’t make college more expensive for things / activities that I don’t currently or plan to 

use or participate in!!!! 
• The increase of fees is pointless if it isn't something that every student uses. They are receiving 

money regardless. 
• I have never even used this Service and I still have to pay for it. Fee increases for a service I do 

not use are not justifiable. 
• Would be good if it benefited students. As in students get more than a covid test and a condom 
• If a person doesn't use the services they still are paying for things thay aren't being used. 

Especially if you live off campus. 
• If it helps increase the way caps is running and makes it more accessible to students, meaning 

more hours for the health services like a few hours on the weekend then I’m for it, though if not, 
I’m not. 

• The mental health center on campus is gross, musty, and unhelpful 
• Agree with it 
• The health services provided, particularly CAPS, would benefit from additional funding in order 

to better provide for the needs of students. 
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• I am part of the middle class, and I have not received any FAFSA assistance this year, even 
though I am paying for college completely on my own. I work two jobs to pay for school, and so 
extra fees are not something I would like to pay for. 

• Good for student life and students that need physical/mental health needs 
• I think that increasing the price for health related services, such as CAPS, would be beneficial 

due to the number of people who either require such services, or to provide adequate funding 
for the programs.  

• it’s dumb  
• I don’t use the health service that often to be charged even more for it.  
• unnecessary  
• No complaints 
• Fine 
• Can benefit all students  
• Cut funding elsewhere.  
• No, it's already not worth most of what we pay when just slapped with a bill for ibuprofen for 

serious medical diagnosis  
• I think more help for those who need it is good. 
• N/A 
• Understandable, especially if this means the school can continue to provide better health 

services. 
• I think we need to put the money towards a better mental health and health building. I think as 

a whole WCU has outgrown bird  
• Unnecessary because majority of students do not utilize or benefit from this category. 
• I will always support health services. 
• Seems reasonable considering inflation 
• No 
• We haven’t, from my point of view, had any problems so far so why make us pay more???  
• The “healthcare” at this college is incredibly sub par already, and I don’t want to pay more for 

nothing.  
• There shouldn't be an increase in fees unless it's being used to buy medical devices to have 

inside. Especially since students have to go to Harris Hospital to get x-rays, MRIs, and 
ultrasounds done.  

• Why tho 
• I do not have the money or finical aid to pay for this.  
• If it better suits the campus to take care of the students I'm for it.  
• I love health services and they have helped me a lot, I would love to help them more too. 
• I beleive our student should be provided free healthcare on or off campus.  
• Only if it would allow better equipment in the health services buidling. 
• Everyone is sick and depressed so yeah I get it 
• I understand increase but as someone from a low income household, I have state insurance ie 

Medicaid and we need to implement state insurance into health services  
• I hope this increase allows for CAPS to hire more consulers  and provide more accessible care for 

students  
• Anything that helps with health is good 
• Not necessary. 
• Good, already underfunded 
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• The health fee increase is something i can 100% support. Especially with the increase in students 
on campus this year. 

• Don’t need to increase  
• If the fee would mean that CAPS worked better for students it would be worth it. But right now 

the wait times are long and the services are bare minimum.  
• I don't utilize the on-campus health services 
• They already get enough and don't need any more. 
• they are already underfunded and they help a lot of students on campus 
• Makes sense. Although your CAPS program needs work and people who care more. I got told 

personally that I didn’t need to come in anymore, when I didn’t have anything figured out.  
• I would support this in order to increase funding for CAPS.  
• Understandable. Health services is always extremely helpful for me.  
• I’m fine with the health fee as long as our the health insurance is lowered 
• Good, helps everyone  
• Understandable, education should always be funded. 
• It sounds reasonable and supports a good resource for all students. 
• Don't have us pay for health services unless we need them. 
• Hurts students later in life when having to pay student loans because of increased prices. 
• School is too expensive already.  
• I agree with it sense I have from time to time went to bird and needed medications 
• Vitally important and life saving services. Helps the entire campus community  
• We dont need it i cant afford to pay more  
• I might agree with this change if you were willing to list the exact numbers of how this would be 

used. How much more exactly are you going to be paying each employee, how much of this is 
going to go to buying equipment, or how much of this money is going to be discreetly funneled 
into other areas that you will refuse to tell us about. 

• I love that we have health services on campus and totally would not mind paying more to help 
them.  

• Makes sense but still not supportive 
• I support giving more funding to helping students mentally through out school because school is 

hard and stressful. We need that and more awareness on campus. 
• Good idea, they need it.  
• No I dont use it  
• I encourage more funding for Psychological services specifically as mental health is a worsening 

issue within college students.  
• The only way I can complete college is through financial aid, so if there's an increase in pricing 

and I have to pay out of pocket that would be very unfortunate. I don't want to rack up on 
student loans and own the government money when I graduate.  

• I think it's a good service that I don't use. 
• It is essentially to account for budgeting for health services. 
• I disagree with a price increase. 
• YES THEY NEED MORE RESOURCES FOR BETTER HELP TO STUDENTS.  
• Increase it when you get better availability for cap appointments. No one wants to wait 3 

months for an appointment.  
• I think, as being someone in the health field, that it is important for the students to have more 

opportunities as future health care workers.  



Page 40 of 258 
 

• No comment.  
• None 
• Health services are great 
• This would be beneficial to students, especially if these fees went toward CAPS. Plus, health 

services offers many great services other than CAPS that are necessary for upkeep in other ways 
such as covid tests, vaccines, std panels, free contraceptives, etc. 

• Either make CAPS actually good and beneficial or give me my money back. 
• None 
• Fees are too high already as those with alternative insurance plans typically don't use the 

services, so ANY increase is NOT SUPPORTED at this time. 
• It is very helpful to have health services on campus and it is important to maintain it. 
• A slight increase would be justified if services are improved in the counseling services. 
• These fees are important because we all get sick and have the opportunity to be seen at our 

convenience on campus.  
• Bad idea 
• We already pay insane fees, this is ridiculous.  
• I think an increased Health Fee wouldn't be terrible if the services we were receiving, also were 

increased as to what we received. 
• I agree with this because it is important we are able to constantly do what we can to best 

support students’ mental and physical health. 
• The reasoning for my answer is that I am commuter student who works full-time and barely has 

an enough time to use equipment on campus. 
• I can see why they need to increase it for health reasons  
• Improve mental health services. They are almost entirely inaccessible to students in need. 
• I have no opinion on this.  
• No increase 
• An upgrade in equipment and staffing to make the office more accessible and lead to a positive 

student experience is needed.  
• Please use it to hire more counselors for CAPS. 
• Put more money into the CAPS program, have heard nothing but bad things about it and thus 

haven’t gone. 
• I feel health services are extremely necessary and therefore would be totally fine paying extra. 
• It makes sense to increase activities fees and mental health will be better because more people 

can participate in activities.  
• The health care at western is an absolute joke, I had bronchitis, they diagnosed me with an ear 

infection and when I missed class for it they told me they wouldn’t be able to excuse me. My 
professor docked my attendance grade due to it.  

• Makes it more inaccessible for students to receive support for their bodily and mental health 
especially when lower income students are at a higher risk of mental health issues and less likely 
to be able to receive help when it comes to there wellness  

• I understand the stress the health services has been under the last few years and the need for 
extra funding.  

• As is, the health services does not do a very great job at helping with anything besides a stuffy 
nose. I do not see the need to raise the fee.  
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• Students are forced to get that insurance if they have no other option. Clearly if they struggle to 
afford insurance outside of what they are forced to have, you are increasing prices on a 
vulnerable population. It’s disgusting. 

• I agree and support this 
• Fair 
• If there will be more benefits for students when it comes to lower insurance rates or allow us to 

get year round coverage through the school while we are students, I support this. 
• if it has to do with health and can benefit the students and teachers, then go for it 
• The cars available at health services is very good and students able to attend and receive quality 

care for the price paid in tuition is very much worth it. I am in favor of the increase for this. 
• No 
• A small cost increase per semester to keep student health services at reduced/no-cost status is a 

price I am willing to pay for student success. 
• I’m at a loss for words. I support education for all, and so on a moral level I support this. 

However, we unfortunately don’t live in this world and I’m already being extorted for thousands 
of dollars per semester. How is it my prerogative to pay for another students education when 
I’m not within that field. If you were to only charge those students for whatever that comes out 
to I suppose that’s fine. But until we have equal education opportunities (education paid in our 
taxes yearly) I’m staunchly against this.  

• If it'll help people actually get help with mental/physical illnesses, I'm down to pay more. 
• I do not think I should be charged for something I do not use.  
• Good idea 
• Makes sense to increase the fee 
• Why increase it when students are already struggling financially, and they are already having 

issues with mental health? 
• Generally health services is good. CAPS needs to be more accessible, if you are going to raise the 

price. It is hard enough to get an intake appointment, let alone try to get regular appointments. 
• Students like myself struggle to afford school as it is. How is it making it more expensive helping 

the students?  
• Health is important so hopefully we can get more things like more STD testing equipment. 
• As a commuter, I do not feel it is my responsibility to help pay for a service I do not use. I am 

from Sylva, NC, therefore I have my own resources for healthcare options.  
• N/A 
• If the increased funds go directly to improving the quality of the healthcare WCU students 

receive, then the fee increase makes sense and should be implemented. 
• It would be fine with me to allow access to medical help for students  
• I can understand this fee and see how it can be useful. 
• We need more counselors because its kind of ridiculous that I cant get in with anyone for like 

two months 
• I think this fee is low enough that a lot of students won't even notice it.  
• It's hard enough to afford college as is. We don't need all these extra fees to be raised. 
• DONT.  
• Even with insurance, health fees can be costly. Universities should be low-cost offices that 

provide adequate healthcare. A price increase would deter students away.   
• Many students are already suffusing to provide and support themselves to pay tuition & fees. 

We are financing and supporting Health Services Fee every year once our money goes to the 
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administration.  I would suggest to not apply this increase to all students of WCU. Instead, apply 
the increase of fees to students who have a high gross monthly household income. 

• It may be necessary, but I don't know. 
• Not a total waste but still not supportive.  
• Health fees should be more prioritized and have the highest raise of fees. We clearly see where 

WCU’s priorities lie: in athletics. This college is a cess pool of mental health issues and we don’t 
have enough counselors to even address it at CAPS.  

• Health is a important part of all life. 
• The health fee needs to be increased as the health services at western are subpar due to 

understaffing and budget issues. 
• I think the proposed Health fee increase, is reasonable as I work in the Health Services building. 
• I haven't used the health resources once and will be upset if I have to pay more.  I am a part 

time waiter and can't afford it. 
• Why should I have to pay more for a program that does not affect me? 
• Reasonable  
• Supportive because this service helps all students throughout there college career.  
• I don’t think that you guys should up health fees since you guys don’t even accept Medicaid. 
• Needs more funding  
• This should not be a fee which is not reimbursable through most matching programs but a raise 

in tuition. Businesses in todays economy are taking the lazy way of imposing use fees instead of 
properly adjusting their profit margin for services. This looks to be a way to circumvent the 
proper tuition review. 

• dont want it  
• Don’t agree  
• Why 
• I pay for my own health  
• I believe it is good to better the health care facility, but not at such a high cost.  
• If health services are improved, I am in support. 
• All students are affected by this and have access to health and psychological services. 
• Will this actually help with times to see somebody at Bird? Will this help CAPS with staffing so 

students in need of assistance don't get shuffled around between therapists? 
• Approve  
• I support because healthcare is important.  
• I have no opinion  
• I have no problem with adding additional funding to the health program as it is a very good 

program that continues to grow.  
• Health stuff in the US is expensive enough, we don't need more. 
• I am in support of increasing the health fee, only if it will improve the quality of counseling and 

psychological services. 
• I do not want an increase.  
• Don't really use those services 
• Decreasing the cost of psychological testing would give students better access to mental health 

testing services and better serve the community. The current cost of $400 is perceived as 
â€˜affordable’ from the perspective of the university - but still incredibly inaccessible for many 
students, including myself.  
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With student insurance, the cost is much lower going to a psychiatrist off campus - but also 
raises additional barriers for students who are full time, in the work force - and also commute.  
 
Please consider lowering the costs of psychological testing to better assist students struggling 
with mental health challenges.  

• I understand why, but we already have enough of what we need for the health services, we 
don't need any more  

• N/A 
• I believe that increase in this will benefit all  
• Needed 
• I think this is good but perhaps a little less  
• No comment 
• fee should be increased to how many people use to the health services and need the services  
• N/A 
• as long as health services are always up to par I don't mind an increase, and as long as nothing is 

removed 
• Support due to needed improvements involving our psychological services. 
• I can see how this service increases.  
• Don’t want it  
• absolutely! 
• I support an increase if it will improve the quality and services offered to students.  
• I feel this is okay and could possibly help improve the health resources on campus if used 

correctly  
• We do not need to charge students more, school is expensive enough as is. 
• I don’t even use this 
• A student's mental and physical health is a major contributing factor in their experience and 

performance at school, so I think putting more money into that department has higher value 
than the others.  

• n/a 
• Why are you trying to increase that is going to make more students not want to come in to get 

checked-ups because of the increase in the fee? That just causes more chaos than needed. 
• I do not support the increase in fees because I do not think the school offers quality services to 

increase funds. I know plenty of students including myself who's conditions became worse after 
visiting health services. 

• Why 
• I think this is a great resource for our school .  
• I feel as if most students on campus already do not really use the health services on campus. I 

personally have not used any health services on campus since I have been here now for 2 years. 
• I think the health fee to begin with is absolutely absurd and nearly makes me want to not 

attend.  
• The health services mainly refer you to people outside Western. I asked for medical help with 

anxiety and asthma; very common things and they said that they can refer me out. The health 
services don't help most people as far as I can tell from other stories I have heard. What I 
recommend is to put programs in place that can help the majority of students before making 
them pay a fee for something they don't have access to.  

• I understand health fees are important  
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• I’m so close to dropping out because I can’t afford the tuition on top of my hospital bills. I don’t 
qualify for grants or scholarships so I have to take out loans. 

• Unnecessary 
• NOT NECESSARY! 
• I personally don't use the health services and know many people who also don't use it 
• I hope these fees go to hiring more diverse staff  
• Western Carolina is one of the most grubby money hungry colleges in the country. How often do 

you even visit our campus? do you even know the real problems that exist here? or do you just 
look at the profits going up and your 200,000 dollar a year salary and think, "yea they need 
more parking, but only for the stadium." Every day is a gamble on whether I'm going to get a 
parking spot for the class. I've nearly failed courses because I've been so late to class while 
circling the parking lot that teachers have threatened to drop me. 

• im not sure what this is really pertaining to or what it is saying i would better explain tbis to 
people before you charge them  

• This does not affect me. 
• This school is one of the most affordable in the state which is why many people come here, 

because they can afford it. Increasing these fees each year makes it harder and harder for 
students and their families to afford it and is causing myself, and other to struggle with paying 
for our education. It may seem like a small change, but it really is hard on students paying for 
school.  

• I have used the health services and they are always slow and not good and we spend so much 
money any way to why do they need more  

• It would be ideal and great for staff to obtain an increase and a small increase in health 
insurance is a good way to help out. 

• It’s ridiculous to pay for these fees as a commuter who has health an insurance waived  
• Don't care  
• Bird needs combo test again instead of the separate COVID and flu  
• Why? 
• I’m okay with paying an increase fee if it will help the wellbeing of students.  
• "Inflationary pressures" will surely be covered by the sheer number of new students being 

crammed into the dorms and surrounding off-campus housing. Many students cannot afford an 
increase like this.  

• how are we supposed to get more health services if we have to continue to pay more to do so? 
half of us can’t even afford to go to urgent care nevertheless use the on-campus health services.  

• Reasonable  
• Needed. Especially for caps, as I’ve heard they usually have a wait unless you are an emergency 

case and no one wants to say they want to kill themselves to be a priority. That’s awful.  
• Don’t increase fees 
• I only support if the money goes to better healthcare services at bird and with campus ems  
• Money should be reallocated from the millions students together already pay In tuition every 

year 
• I am glad we are giving CAPS. Some needed funding 
• Do not increase  
• I understand we live in a country where healthcare is stupid expensive everywhere. 
• There should be a better source of mental health opportunities for students who are actually 

struggling with mental health issues. 
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• With inflation in mind, it’s important to maintain an adequate budget to maintain a safe and 
healthy campus.  

• I get my Health Waved so doesn’t apply 
• Not everyone may be able to afford  
• not if it benefits the program of study, is is just a few dollar increase for student tuition, I 

support this.  
• Health services is important and the fee isn’t increasing by too much  
• Health services, including CAPS need the extra funding to help more students than they are 

currently able to.  
• Bird is okay but they are limited to what they can do with more money they'll be able to keep 

providing and even more  
• Nobody is going to read this but, having an increase in the fees for the student health services, if 

the school didnt force you into their student health insurance if you already have insurance. I 
never filled out student blue, and the school sent me 3 different deadlines to have it done by. I 
was then forced into having student health insurance, AND THEN I GOT CHARGED FOR A BIRD 
VISIT! Never have I gotten a charge at bird with my own insurance that I wasnt forced into 
having, nor opt out of when I get it. 

• Healthcare is still expensive, why take more money out of my pocket? 
• Health services need more resources, so I am all for contributing.  
• None 
• I think this is the most important fee we have because it is something that all students can use.  
• It’s fine I guess, but y’all are bloodletting us with these fee increases. Administration should be 

ashamed. You already bleed us dry with nonsense fees and charges. 
• FUCKING RIDICULOUS 
• Any increase in fees prohibits participaron in higher education by economically disadvantaged 

students. 
• Give more health services to students 
• Why should I pay it when I do not use the Health Fee? Some Students just want to go to a 

university to learn and get a good-paying job. They should not have to worry about the fees that 
come along.  

• N/a 
• why does it need to increase ? 
• we pay too much already 
• Increase is pointless for students  
• An increase is acceptable as long as they hire more therapists and medical employees so that all 

students can utilize services without waiting for available time. 
• N/a 
• It’s not that much and if it helps I’m for it  
• I am supportive of this because I think the health services on campus are really beneficial to the 

students.  
• I haven't really used the health fee since being at WCU but I don't think it should be raised any 

more than it already is. 
• I have never used any health services at wcu so it would be dumb to charge everyone an extra 

fee is only some people use the services  
• What exactly would this include and benefit? 
• I support increasing it as a way to try and keep mental health on  campus a priority  
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• I feel as if this is beneficial  
• Necessary 
• I already have healthcare. 
• Since I commute, I still go to my primary care physician where I live.  
• Its okay 
• I think this fee is reasonable because it is not too high and goes towards something that is 

productive and helps genuinely helps people 
• i support it because bird and CAPS is helpful  
• It depends on what specifically the increase would entail. If it means there is more availability 

for students to access CAPS, then I am in support. 
• No thanks I already pay enough. 
• More services should be offered for free and there NEEDS to be more price transparency PRIOR 

to service. 
• I don’t not think this should increase. Bird hasn’t ever been helpful  
• This should be the top priority  
• Why increase ? Some of us don’t even go to the health services provided on campus.  
• Why should I pay extra more? No point trying to make college kids MORE BROKE THAN WE 

ALREADY ARE! I SPEAK FOR WCU STUDENTS  
• Please send it towards CAPS 

 
Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 

• As a user of health services, I understand and support the increase in fees.  
• I benefit from none of these services, and already pay twice what i pay in tuition in fees 
• Too many fees are charged to biltmore park students for things we don’t or can’t use.  
• I don't use health services because it is difficult to access at Biltmore Park. 
• With these increases in fees , will we be seeing an increase in the amount of financial aid and 

scholarship opportunities for students 
• no 

 
Graduate Students 

Planning to Commute Next Year 
• Useful 
• I am okay with a small increase in the Health Services Fee as there are many students who need 

healthcare through the campus.  
• how does this benefit students  
• I use the Blue Cross waiver, would this still apply to me? 
• If students have their own insurance I dont think they should pay an increase 
• I waive my insurance every year because I already have insurance but I don't mind paying a 

slight health fee to be able to go to Bird/CAPS 
• Na 
• Not everyone uses it 
• I still think everything is expensive right now, but as a future social worker, I understand the 

importance of resources for those in need.  
• This is okay 
• Health services are essential to students. I don’t mind a fee increase.  
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• I support fees that fund health services and CAPS as these are vital services for our students, and 
this fee increase is modest.  

• Financial extortion 
• Unacceptable. 
• The university has the money to fund these divisions based on the amount already paid by 

students. Most students already do not have access to theses services as is. I do not think an 
extra eight dollars per person will make them any more accessible. I do not want to pay for 
services I can not receive.  

• Should not be increased 
• I whole heartedly support it 
• Health care for students is very import to be accessible if this helps that great 
• This is fine, health services has been great  
• Its not fair to charge students for services that they will not use 
• I have always had great experiences at the health center and believe in staffing people who 

work to support student care.  
• School health insurance already cost more than health insurance acquired with an employer 

contribution.  
• fees are already substantial, graduate students benefit less from these charges 
• These feel understandable.  
• I will never use these services and should not have to pay for others to benefit. Individuals who 

partake in these programs should be required to pay the full cost of the services. Why is this not 
included in the health insurance fees? 

• I still think there should be a way that these fees can be waved if you are not even on campus. 
• Why are these costs being passed onto students? 
• If services are increased that’s fine. 
• Please don't increase it for students at biltmore park. We don't use the health services.  
• Healthcare is essential and the small increase is okay with me 
• N/A 
• I think it makes sense and I would be in favor of this.  

 
Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 

• As a commuter graduate student I don't use this service  
• Students at Biltmore Park receive no benefits from these programs. 
• As a non traditional student from Biltmore Park, I don’t have access to these services but are 

charged for them.  
• I do t use  
• While I think health services are really important to promoting student well-being, as a Biltmore 

Park student I am incredibly frustrated that access to these services is practically impossible. 
Biltmore Park students should have the option not to pay these fees so that we can use them to 
get care elsewhere OR there should be better care offered to BP students.   

• As a Biltmore park student I don’t use the health benefits I shouldn’t have to pay for them 
• No opinion 
• Health services are used primarily by every student or they at least have the capacity/need to do 

so. 
• I do not use these as a graduate student, charge undergraduate only 
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• It doesn't affect me, it is a small increase for something that hopefully benefits the student body 
as a whole -- so I support it 

• Ok 
• Should have the ability to be waived if student has own health insurance, medical providers and 

isn't on campus.  
• I do not use the Health Services at Western, so this would not be beneficial to me as a student. 
• With COVID still around , I can understand this one to some degree. 
• All students can access this with ease, therefore an increase is palpable. 
• Don’t offload this cost onto graduate students, especially because we at biltmore park largely do 

not benefit from them. Find the funding for this elsewhere. 
• Unnecessary 
• Graduate students, particularly those at Biltmore Park, already pay exorbitant fees that benefit 

the Cullowhee campus ONLY. BP students should not be forced to pay these fees.  
• This fee is waived for me since I have personal health insurance outside of WCU 
• It’s a shame we even have to pay fees to begin wit, especially if we’re not using the services.  
• This is something that I do not mind given the current state of mental health especially post-

Covid. 
• Do not have access 
• I think this is a much needed service for students. 
• Student health is a priority, especially mental health and personal safety. 
• This is a service that I hear actually being used sometimes by Biltmore park students 
• I fully support people getting raises but again I think the tuition for Biltmore park students who 

cannot access the rec center, health center, and other resources should not have to pay extra 
fees. 

• Again, doesn’t pertain to graduate school Biltmore park  
• It would be helpful to know specifically what the health fee increase will cover. 
• I don't support an increase. 
• I submitted that I have private insurance.  I receive services through that, and I do not believe I 

should pay for something I do not use or have intentions of using. 
• Although students at Biltmore Park may be eligible for the Health-related services that this fee 

covers, a large majority of these students do not because of the distance necessary to travel to 
the main campus. By increasing this fee, the money should be used towards offering more 
health services to students at the Biltmore Park Campus. 

• I've really appreciated the health services at WCU, I think it's worth the increase to ensure 
student access to healthcare. 

• School fees are too high as is. 
• I do not have access to this service. I have my own insurance. 
• This does not benefit graduate students 
• Biltmore Park students do not use these services 
• I don’t have access to the health center. I only go to biltmore park. Why am I paying for this? 
• It makes me so mad that Biltmore Park graduate students have to pay fees for services we do 

not benefit from.  
• I do not accept fees unless these directly benefit those in Biltmore Park location.  
• Fine. 
• Care in not extended to students at Biltmore park. No increase should be made unless it is 

extending care to Asheville students. 
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• Because we have to drive to Cullowhee to use this to get a flu shot or any other service is think 
this is a ridiculous increase.  I even opted into the student BCBS program and have to pay my 
own $35 copay to see my primary provider when I am sick.  This is completely inappropriate to 
ask me to pay more money to the student services for no access to those services.  

• I am only ever at Biltmore park and should not have to pay fees for services on the Main Campus 
that I do not use 

• Graduate tuition is already too expensive  
I can’t afford it as is  

• See initial comments 
• Mental health is important and the services provided are imperative.  
• It is mandatory I carry insurance for my graduate program, but WCU makes me pay a health 

fee?? I am at Biltmore Park, why should I have to pay for this in the first place? 
• It's fair.  
• Biltmore Park students do not receive the ammenities which these fees pay for. Biltmore Park 

students should have reduced fees.  
• Biltmore Park students should not be paying this fee at all.  
• While this may benefit undergrad students, how many grad students pay this and use the 

services? 
• I can't afford to use healthcare, so whatever. Nickle and dime me. 
• This makes sense 
• NA 
• If you do not use the health services or insurance on campus, you should not have to pay this.  
• I do not get to use the health services since I’m of BP campus. I would like YMCA access at BP 
• With our program being located at Biltmore park we do not even use these services. 
• Health services are offered at Biltmore, therefore I believe the students that attend this campus 

are able to pay more due to inflation and paying the staff.  
• I do not use these services 
• stop charging grad students @ biltmore park for fees that only benefit cullowhee students. 
• I don't use their services regularly, so I don't want to pay more than I'm paying already. I do 

have private insurance. 
• While zoom counseling is alright, BP students don't have a health place to go to.  
• Biltmore park 

Students don’t get meaningful access.  
• Health is a value in all student's academic lives. 
• Everyone needs affordable access to healthcare, physical and mental. So it should be affordable 

at least in college.  
• I support it, especially if it's to hire more counselors. 
• Makes sense. 
• It’s ok but more money seems excessive  
• I think it's great that students have this resource. 
• We do not have much access to health services at WCU-BP.  
• healthcare should be free, but why not just charge more for something everyone needs anyway. 

What does the money actually buy? Healthcare is already too expensive for most, so why raise 
it. 

 
Proposed Student Activities Fee 
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Undergraduate Students 
Planning to Live on Campus Next Year 

• I do not care for the greek life or other proposed activities this fee is going to.  
• Student activities are a great way to engage students in campus life. I support an increase in 

student activities fee because that will increase engagement in campus life and make life on 
campus more fun.  

• If the increased cost allows the same amount or more events for the students and supporting 
POTM, I am in full support. 

• Not worth it  
• This is a very good idea.  
• I think for most of these student involvement groups and clubs, it is really necessary to fund 

them. Many students look forward to events and joining these clubs. As someone who is in a 
student organization, I would love to have more funds so we are able to push through with 
many events we want to plan and have students something to look forward to.  

• There is enough. 
• SGA yes but why are we supporting the band when we aren't those students. Fee them the 

extra not the student body if they wanna do more they should fundraise more  
• Agree 
• I think it's almost asinine to include Greek life into this, however I do understand that hating on 

fraternities and sororities is not for everyone I suppose. 
• If I am not in marching band or Greek life then I shouldn’t have to pay a fee for them.  
• If we could get concerts and activities such as Yung gravy who went to ETSU this semester it 

would be great 
• I think it’s fine that for this fee to increase, western hosts many students activities throughout 

the school year. 
• A breakdown of all the numbers involved in these fees (ex. how much was collected from how 

many students and where it all was put to use) would be helpful. 
• Woo 
• This is fine. Student Activities works very hard support them please 
• Things are good as is. 
• In my experience the best activities on campus are decided by students as groups, as opposed to 

campus funded events. So even though I enjoy campus sponsored events I do not feel it's 
necessary to pay more for it  

• Don’t do it  
• Don’t in crease any fees unless you can provide better parking and AC in all buildings 
• im a student and I like activities  
• Do not use that much. 
• POTM is great and they deserve to have extra funding.  
• Finances are hard for some families and the more the school keeps raising all these fees the 

harder it is for students and their families to pay for their education. 
• Sure. I feel as though student activities needs more funds as we do have a severe lack of faculty 

run events.  
• for good cause so ok 
• If people do not want to participate there is no reason for them to pay in the first place  
• We need more student activities that we actually care about, only way Id be content spending 

more on it.  



Page 51 of 258 
 

• hate 
• no reasoning given for increase 
• not necessary 
• I pay so much to come here already and I don’t go to a lot of activities. It ain’t fair to ask me to 

pay for something I don’t attend.  
• Just pls dont 
• Most people on campus are not even affiliated with student activities and I personally couldn’t 

care less and do not want to waste my money funding something I’m not even part of. They 
already take enough of my money to organize very lackluster events. 

• Increased fees of activities would drive many students away from taking part in those activities.  
• As an RA my resident rarely have the time or the desire to participate in activities on campus 

outside of the free movies for the most part. There are few events that catch their attention 
• I don't really do many campus activities anyways, and the ones I have done I can live without.  
• Activities on campus are fun 
• I don’t feel that students who don’t use services should have to pay for extra expenses. 
• It will be difficult for me to participate due this an increase in fees 
• I don’t really participate in student activities - no opinion 
• With how busy I am, this fee would go to waste for me and many others.  
• I think this proposal would be helpful 
• I agree that this fee could be increased. Hopefully there would be more to do around campus, as 

well as more picnic tables spread out throughout campus for outdoor workspaces.  
• I already can’t barely afford to be here.  
• I already pay enough  
• Again, it's fine as it is. 
• What added benefit will students gain from the increase in fees?  
• I’m not okay with the increase of student activity fee only being that I know most students do 

not go to or participate in these activities. 
• I am paying my way through college myself and i don’t need to be paying more for services I 

don’t use. 
• I feel the same about this as I do with the health majors, we shouldn't be charged more for 

activities  
• I think having an increased in diverse events for students would benefit all of campus 

community 
• Personally, I feel like the student activities are good now and frequent enough so there's no 

need for me to pay for more. Marching band music is not versatile enough  for increased money.  
• I do not like the proposed student activities fee increase due to the fact that I feel as if it is 

misused and unnecessary.  
• I would appreciate that since I am involved in a lot on campus, even though I pay more myself, I 

also help the programs I am apart of.  
• Many students here don’t even do the activities set up there’s no point in this fee 
• I don’t think the student activity fees should be increased 
• i don’t use it at all so why are you raising it for student who don’t use this  
• Have student athletes pay, not me.  
• The gym needs more equipment so will the incresed money go there or does the school just 

pocket it? 
• I dont really use it so I don't care I just don't want to pay for something I don't use. 
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• I don't see why this is needed 
• thE activitEs are nice but i only go to a few a month  
• I literally don't do any of the student activities since they are bad. 
• I feel as the student activities fees are reasonably priced.  
• I think its a great idea, the events we have now are good yes but with extra funding, the 

possibilities could be expanded due to the raise in funds. 
• I find no strong purpose for it to increase  
• I personally do not believe I attend enough student activities for it to be worth an extra $12.50 

out of my pocket. 
• I disagree with an increase in fees for student activities because I think a majority of students 

don't go to campus activities and if they do they're the more promoted activities which there 
hasn't been a lot of. 

• I am not in support of this. I believe funding should come from the school, not out of my pocket. 
I support my peers but have a lot on my plate myself. 

• I have had no benefit from Student activities 
• I don’t participate in any school paid for activities. This would be an unfair payment raise for 

someone in my shoes. 
• i hate these increases  
• I'm okay with this but I feel like there's a lot of money already given to student activities. 
• This is a great idea and helps to get students more engaged on campus. As a member of pride of 

the mountains if this funding helped to lower the band fees that would be great. It is a struggle 
for many students to pay the amount given due to financial issues.  

• Absolutely ridiculous. I will transfer before I am over charged for something I dont even use. 
• I am so busy with work and school work that I rarely participated in student activities. I do not 

want to spend more of my hard earned money on something I don’t use.  
• With the student body's low usage of student activities, there is no need to increase the fee 
• I think student activities is something not everyone participates in and i believe our fee at the 

moment should stay the same  
• I think the Pride of the Mountains marching band deserves more support financially.  
• I think that should be in the schools budget or have fun raisers. 
• I think it would be great in allowing for some more activities to be hosted and for more 

creativity in what those activities are 
• I think it’ll be very good for the activities and groups that don’t receive the funding they need 
• I’m cool with that  
• I don’t see that helping  
• I think that its not a big bother 
• I think student activity has an impact on the students at Western but, most students aren’t 

involved in Greek life or LMP or other Campus activists of that nature. Based on what I’ve seen 
as a student, they have enough funding. I don’t think I would put more effort into events with a 
price increase.  

• A know I lot of students who do activities around alcano us and the increase would help their 
budget (campus activities) to get more and exciting things for the students to do. So I think it’s a 
good thing  

• This one is a little far-fetched but understandable in other ways 
• This out of everything is what I would be most willing to have an increased fee for. 
• If this is proposed I feel like we should allow more student input.  
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• Supportive of student involvement  
• We already pay enough to come here and be part of activities and now you want to burn a 

bigger hole than the one I already have in my pocket. Also, what is the point of it. What will 
come out of it for me? Why do you keep wanting to fee us and bring us into more debt? 

• It will be difficult for me to participate in student activities with a fee increase. 
• I would support this as long as the money actually goes towards the budget for our campus 

activities (LMP) here so they can plan more events.   
• I’m already working almost full time to support myself, and even then that is a struggle with 

financial aid included.  
• No reason for an increase. They get enough money added to them. 
• Campus activities are a fundamental part of the college experience  
• If there is going to be an increase there should be way more fun events.  
• Not everyone participates or has time to participate  
• If there is an increase, it would be nice to have more broader and better activities.  
• If not all students take advantage of these services then why increase the fees for everyone? 
• What activities are being added for students that require a raise in fees? For those not in the 

listed activities such as marching band or greek life why would we agree to a fee raise that does 
not benefit us? There needs to be more specifics on what benefits a student, not in those 
organizations.  

• I understand where theses funds go and how many students they benefit which is why I support 
the increase.  

• I use the CRC so I support the increase to help maintain the facility. 
• I occasionally participate but other than that, I don't have much of an opinion on. 
• I don't attend football games so why should I pay for this 
• Is this genuinely necessary during a time when extreme inflation is stressing the financial health 

of families? 
• I do not have the extra funds for something does not affect me directly. 
• It shouldn’t increase because a lot of students don’t do organized activities 
• I do not think student activities deserve a bigger budget. It rarely catches my attention. 
• I don't use it! Waste of money for those who do not use it, should be optional. 
• We shouldn’t have to pay more for activities when we don’t have a lot of good ones!  
• Why am I having to pay for this??  
• Because I am working on school work I barely to not at all use the CRC, Base Camp, etc. Though 

these things would be nice fees start to accumulate after a while, and I am just trying to get an 
education.  

• Students who want to have fun should pay on their own. 
• More funding to Pride of the Mountains 
• I enjoy the activities and would like to see more events from them. I would have no problems 

with giving them more money. They also are available to all students.  
• No all students participate in these advance so by increasing it although we would have my 

money for it there is no guarantee that all the students would participate, and the money could 
potentially just go to waste 

• I am more in agreeance with this even though I selected not to support. Clubs and organizations 
deserve funding, especially ones that support the wellness and community of college students, 
but I don't want to pay for Greek Life organizations when I am not looking to be a part of it, as 
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well as when the students who are looking to join already pay their own fees for participation. 
They're already covering fees.  

• I think this one is fair as it benefits most if not all students. 
• N/A 
• N/A 
• N/A 
• I don’t do any activities other that 1 club. Make it only for people involved  
• No  
• No comment 
• I like the idea of having more funding for more activities but everyone does not need to pitch in 

for Greek life and intercultural affairs. I’m here for an education not to fund a program I have 0 
interest in not apart of. 

• no comment 
• No Comment 
• NO DONT DO IT  
• No increase fee  
• No need to increase  
• No opinion 
• No reason to increase 
• I'd rather stay in my dorm than pay more money for something I probably wouldn't attend. 
• N/A. 
• Not every student participates in these  
• Not many people need this service so it is not necessary. 
• SUPPORTED 
• Not too bad 
• This is good, I enjoy the student activities  
• Id like to see more money go to the marching band and to student organizations, but not really 

for Greek life. They have a lot already and I don’t know what they’d need the money for  
• I'm planning on joining POTM next year, so I appreciate the attention. 
• Student would enjoy being able to go but if the price raises it could become unaffordable  
• Sounds like a great idea! 
• Stop increasing my fees you greedy bastards I'm already paying enough 
• Students are already paying a lot of money to come to this school and the school is forcing us to 

pay more.  
• I love having the different opportuniies here on campus, Working full time and going to school 

full time can make it difficult to be able to take advantage of these activities, but keeping them 
is important, i understand how salary raises work but if it is a little bit more to keep these 
options available for student activites, then so be it.  

• We are already paying so much money to take classes here? Why would you make us pay to be 
able to do things that releive the stress of school? 

• Pride of the Mountains should have this fee increase solely provided to them due to them 
bringing in more fans on game day than the football team. 

• The increase in these costs I do not believe should fall on to the entire student body, and instead 
each organization should have to increase efforts of fundraising to compensate for the needed 
expenses. 



Page 55 of 258 
 

• With the amount of clubs here, we have creative minds that can pit on events that cost no extra 
money. 

• none. 
• This college has drained $30,000 from me within the one and a half years of me being here. 

There is absolutely no reason why I would or should back these fee increases even if I appreciate 
the faculty.  

• This increase in prices is unnecessary and will put myself and many students like me in financial 
jeopardy, negatively impacting our mental health, academic focus, and likelihood of graduation.  

• Not everyone participates in these activities, so it is unfair to those who don't go. 
• Understandable, they are very important  
• I am not a part of any of this so why should I pay for this. 
• No opinion  
• Different associations should have to raise money for themselves 
• Funding should be up to each activity. Fees should not increase.  
• we already pay enough.  
• More campus activities would be nice but we do have so many good ones already so I’m neutral 

with that, personally I do not want to fund Greek life  but I do know a lot of other organization 
need help  

• Refer to previous statement 
• Activities are fine, but money is already tight as it is, but by making us pay more there will be 

harder decisions about things. 
• While I understand that these small fee increases are not "a lot" per student per semester 

compared to the very high price that is paid by students already, I find it ridiculous that there be 
an increase in costs for any reason.  Prices to attend (while lower than other schools) are already 
extremely high and taxing on students.  Increasing these prices, even if by a little, will create 
that much more stress on students for services that they may not even see at the end of the 
day.  I feel like the price that is paid is MORE than enough already.  Why not think about 
lowering the price of attendance by this much? 

• Why 
• Why is this needed 
• Well are y’all gonna do moee 
• Please help the marching band out!!  
• No comment 
• I think those fees should be charge to those who plan to be involved or charge those throughout 

the semester to those who are within. 
• This proposed fee increase is understandable. Having fun activities going around campus is 

worth paying out just a little bit more money. 
• A Student Activities Fee increase seems reasonable. 
• You are increasing all of these things, but nobody is receiving a pay increase.  How hard do you 

want to make it for the students to get healthcare, and expect us to keep our grades where they 
need to be if you just want us to work harder to afford all of this?  

• No comment  
• NA 
• I understand my funds going CRC and other student activities but Greek like and Pride of the 

Mountains is not my job to fund because those are voluntary activities and I have no desire to 
pay for those when those students are already paying an additional fee to be apart of that 
organization.  
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• I do not mind if I had a small fee for activities like concerts or the CRW. But, funding Greek life 
and the pride of the mountain is not something I want to do. I already pay fees for stuff I do, I 
don’t want to pay for another students fee. Greek life and the pride of the mountain are two 
activities that students involved already have to pay fees for, and I know those fees are not 
inexpensive. If they don’t have enough money for themselves as of now, maybe they need to 
look deeper into their spreading habits to figure something out within their community. 

• not a lot of students use these and they seem to be doing just fine as it is 
• I am for the increase of the student activities fee as a student that participates in these events 

such as the carnival, movies, Carowinds, and roller skating. This wouldn't be "free" if we don't 
pay the athletic fee. 

• More funding for PotM. 
• No opinion  
• overall struggling with payments, do not want raised costs.  
• Outrageous 
• This feels like an attempt to siphon even more money towards the already over funded Greek 

life community and the village. Very few of these organizations have any significant impact on 
the student body, despite the fact that it is getting more additional funding than health sciences. 

• Greek organizations should be independent. No increase  
• It shouldn't be raised because I don't even go to most of the activities because they are at weird 

hours 
• good 
• N/A 
• This should go towards student activities for the student body as a whole. 
• I don't have time to do these activities, I have to study. 
• Should not increase 
• I don’t use it  
• I'm not as opposed to this one as I am about the increase in the athletic fee. I know the 

information stated a small portion of this fee increase would go to the marching band. Just how 
small of a portion? Of any fee increase should be contributed to PoTM, it should be a portion of 
the athletic fee. Students on campus love PoTM. In my three years of being a student, I have yet 
to meet a single person on campus who does not love PoTM. Students would not be opposed to 
an increase in the athletic fee (especially to the caliber that is proposed in this plan) if it meant 
that PoTM was to get the support generated by this income from the fee increase. Another 
reason I am so adamantly opposed to the fee increases is that there is no way to see who truly 
gets the revenues from these increases. Budgeting documents should be publically available, so 
a departmental budget detailing the allocation of the total budget for Western Carolina that 
goes to each individual department would be really beneficial. It's not trustworthy enough to 
say "we'll get it where it needs to be." People at the WaLC have not got a permanent pay 
increase in years. These are students who take time out of their day to help the success of 
students on campus. Tutoring can highly contribute to graduation rates and on-time graduation. 
And yet, tutors have not been compensated accordingly for their duties. The walk and MTC 
employees deserve accurate compensation for the benefits that they provide on campus. It just 
blows my mind that you are okay with allowing these students to continue to work at $8 an 
hour, and yet you want us to pay an increase of $17 for an athletic fee. We are now the 
university in the UNC system with the highest athletic fee. The saddest part about that is, our 
teams are not nearly as good as others in the UNC system.  

• It’s already expensive  
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• Why would you want to increase something that college students are struggling to pay school 
and yet you want to increase everything. It’s supposed to be a Carolina promise school but yet 
we pay so much 

• Why the increase? 
• I'm not in greek I don't care 
• Clubs and sports already require fees. 
• it involves a lot of student’s and can bring more activity possibilities  
• I feel that we do not do enough campus activities to get the price increased.  
• Compared to other schools, this school gives clubs and other groups a fraction of what other 

schools give. 
• students are already paying thousands, why pay more just to participate in activities? 
• The overwhelming majority of these groups or events have no direct relation to me or anything I 

do, and the marching band should not under any terms rely on students for funding, and I'm in 
it. Being that it's the largest student organization on campus I think that'd warrant some level of 
support outside of the people who are already in it like myself who pay their fees and then 
some. I'd rather start paying taxes before I willingly support the SGA a day in my life. 

• No. 
• A good idea as well. I'm all for paying a little extra so we can build a community on-campus. 
• I agree with this fee. 
• The events are not good enough to raise the fee. If there were more and better events maybe 

but no. 
• I believe that the problems in student activities will not be solved by additional funding but 

rather by change in organizational leadership. Current leadership has been somewhat lacking in 
communication, and I believe the reliance on WCU Engage was a mistake that because the UI is 
messy and the roll out was very sloppy.  

• Activities are fun but not necessary. I feel we do a lot already and don't see much of a need to 
increase fees.  

• may discourage students with financial need to participate 
• It is hard for students to afford tuition and all the fees already. This will add up and can hurt 

many students.  
• Dont need to be increased 
• I love the band and the campus puts a lot of effort to make activities for students  
• Not as appropriate if one does not participate in all of the activities  
• put it towards Greek life 
• Those that want to participate in these types extracurricular activities should pay a fee. It's 

choice and not everyone should have to pay for that choice, as not everyone participates. 
• Not everyone has the time or energy to attend student activities and the school already 

provides numerous activities on campus for us. I personally don't see a point in increasing the 
price. 

• Events are fun and bring people together. I think it's good to give our organizations more 
funding to create more events. 

• Why though? 
• More funding for this will allow organizations to host and take part in more opportunities. 
• These impact us all, so another good use of funding. 
• Here is a stretch how about making a better parking situation on campus and building up school 

spirit. 
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• It's fine 
• Have more activities for students or something  
• No 
• As a students who does not participate in school activities a lot I feel like this is a way to increase 

the schools funds unfairly  
• I do Frequently use the CRC so I have No opinion.  
• Not all of us go to the actives on campus which seems the fee would be a bit much 
• no opinion  
• I am supportive on this amount until I see where all it goes. Although I am very supportive of our 

POTM marching band. I do not support an increase of a student activity fee if all students have 
to pay an increase for a fee that partially feeds into something that not all students partake in.  

• I don’t really do much with student activities so that is not where i want my money to go 
• Good for bigger orgs and good for departments, so good for students 
• Why does WCU feel the need to increase the activities fee when there are so many things that 

need attention?? The lighting on campus is horrible and makes it scary to walk at night and the 
parking is bad for what we MUST pay, to name a few. We are already able to do a lot of 
activities on campus and I do not feel this increase should be the priority of the school.  

• Building an on campus side door students to enjoy activities outside of their normal studying is 
important, and I’m all for supporting the intercultural affairs office. 

• I don’t even go to activities on campus  
• Student Activities have been great already! I'm not sure why an increase is needed, but as long 

as this benefits each student individually, I'm somewhat okay with an increase, but 12.50 is the 
most I feel okay about spending. 

• It wouldn't be fair to take money from students who do not plan to participate in PotM, Greek 
life, SGA, etc. When people express interest in these things, they can pay. I do not want to pay 
for others to be in organized cliques if I have no interest in ever joining them. Raise membership 
prices for those things so the students involved are responsible for the necessary costs. 

• The increase in fee price will be a deterrence to attending some events. 
• n/a 
• N/A. 
• I am not using that kind of activity, so I’m negative  
• I can understand this one a little bit more but a lot of students are not apart of these 

organizations so it’s not fair for them to have to pay for something that they don’t use. 
• Student activities are important and so I am also willing to pay a bit more.  
• I do not know how you people manage to spend so much of our money. I get that it takes a 

ludicrous amount of resources to operate a school with more than 10 thousand enrolled 
students but it feels like money is mismanaged. It's no secret that this year you decreased the 
budget for the CRW, but now you want us to make up for that. It is not that I wholeheartedly 
detest the idea of giving you $12.50, I just think that you could probably do better with the 
money that your already given.   

• Indifferent, I wish there were more exciting activities but its alright. 
• find POTM! 
• Student activities are fun and give students something to do 
• Same as above stupid  
• I have no opinion 
• Activities are fine no need for more funding  
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• I think you should only pay this fee if you are in one of the groups mentioned, for example only 
people who plan on joining POTM should pay that fee, etc 

• The difficult thing here is that not everyone will be participating in any of the activities set on 
campus-- and this goes for the athletics fee as well-- and at the end of the day you will be 
charging students who have no desire or need to pay these fees in general. If we are to be 
required to pay them in the first place, then only those who express active interest in these 
events should pay extra. Maybe instead of charging everyone a fee, you should instead increase 
the cost to get into said events. 

• We are already paying an extreme amount of money; there should be no reason to increase it.  
• When it comes to student activities, I really have no opinion considering some activities can be a 

hit or miss kind of situation.  
• Not as supportive but still since there is plenty of funding in that department yet they cut other 

departments. A department I work for cut half our funding for Student Activities which isn't fair 
for us. SGA gets plenty of funding so I think that Student Activites should be distributed better 
so it is fair.  

• I dont participate in student activities 
• I disagree with this because I feel like we have so many  activities as it is including the stuff that 

our RA's hosts. So, do we really need more activities or is the money going exclusively to 
something or someone else and MIGHT be spent on more student activities.  

• Having more activities for students to do throughout the year in order to get out of their rooms, 
have a break from everyday campus life and get more involved with the community on campus 
would be a huge plus. 

• High enough already  
• not supportive at all. not needed for all students, unfair to charge all students. schools already 

expensive 
• Only if they provide more campus activities for students. Not supportive of the fees for Greek 

student learning and development  
• Only if provides more student activities 
• Activities are meant to bring the student body and faculty closer together, how would increasing 

the price for these do that? It would only cause resentment and avoidance of student activities.  
• Fine by me 
• no 
• I think these fees should pertain to people doing activities only not everyone 
• No  
• none 
• Students should be encouraged to participate in activities. But when they cost money it's hard 

to participate and limits students who may not have the money 
• No 
• I think I would be willing to pay more for funding towards POTM.  
• SGA is a school thing put on by the school students should not have to fund that organization or 

any other organization like the Greeks. They were made because other students. It is not fair for 
students who are not involved to be paying for them 

• Unfair  
• Could be nice if used right. 
• I love getting to do different activities through the campus and want to continue doing these 

events, but I believe that the events need to be better advertised.  
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• I do think an increase in this really affects me much. I think that if we can pay a little more for 
more activities to be in involved in the better.  

• If it goes to climbing cool 
• none 
• I understand why student activities have fees and I appreciate the things on campus that come 

from this fee but i do not wish pay more than necessary for things that aren't directly beneficial 
to my education. 

• Do not raise 
• Why are we paying extra for something that we have already paid for  
• There are alot of student activities on campus. So I dont mind that fee going up to offer for 

activities  
• Meh. 
• no opinion but I think POTM deserves funding  
• I’m indifferent, the activities are fine by me 

 
Planning to Commute Next Year 

• The activities fee is already too high and unreasonable. Instead it should be lowered rather than 
increasing in price.  

• I most likely will not be able to enjoy this aspect because I will not live on campus or fairly close 
to campus 

• If we get better concerts on campus people will fund it 
• If I don’t use the CRC I should not have to pay more for it. 
• As a commuter I only go on campus for classes and I never do any of the activities and I know 

many other commuters who are the same and we see no reason to pay extra for that 
• I do not want my fees raised for events i do not attend. 
• Not every student participates in these so feel not everyone should have to pay for them.  
• Make better parking that’s all we need 
• I am part of pride of the mountains, and though a little more money would be helpful, I feel bad 

taking from the other students 
• Are you going to advertise events better. If not then I don’t support this 
• If this does increase, I hope it would include me seeing more inclusive and broad activities for 

students. 
• Use this money to apply more equipment to the gym. There are too many students for our gym 

space and amount of equipment.  
• Fund potm more please :) we  
• No 
• I do not think POTM should be included in at least the first few semesters as on campus 

activities should be a primary focus.  
• What activities? They don’t even give out free shirts 
• Not all students use the available activities.  
• Not paying for something i hardly go to 
• overall for all three, tuition is already expensive for students, raising it puts a lot of stress on us. 
• I think the student activities fee shouldn’t be put on students who are non-traditional and 

commute for one or two classes a semester.  
• Not everyone participates 
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• Not every student participates in activity fees and not every commuter student participates in 
activity fees, so I don’t know why we’re having to be charged for this.  

• I support this increase due to the importance of having student activities on campus and offers a 
wide variety of activities for students to get engaged in while attending the university.  

• If only it is going to good activities 
• There are not enough student activities available during normal hours to justify an increase for 

commuters 
• The student activity fee is already $316. It is ridiculous to increase this amount because it is 

already so high.  
• funds the operational budgets of the Department of Campus Activities, Campus Recreation and 

Wellness, InterCultural Affairs, Greek Student Engagement and Development, the Student 
Government Association, and many other student activities including concerts, exhibits, and 
partial funding for the Pride of the Mountains Marching Band. An increase of $12.50 per 
semester is proposed. 
 
I would be in support of raising the fee for the Department of Campus Activities and Campus 
Recreational Wellness because I do see the value in the activities they host. However, since this 
fee would include more than just that I am not in support. I am specifically against the funding 
going towards Greek Life. Greek Life charges their students hundreds of dollars in chapter fees 
and dues in order for a member to be a part of the organization, but that is only if a person is 
selected to be apart. The organizations should not be able to take students money who are not 
involved and will not benefit from anything that they do. Greek life should be self-sustaining and 
should be able to get funding from the university. 

• Bad idea 
• Not necessary  
• Cut funding elsewhere.  
• No increase if anything decrease because we already pay enough money. 
• you guys already steal enough money from poor college students 
• Don’t need to increase  
• Only pay for the activities we choose to engage in. 
• dont want it  
• DONT.  
• Have better activities.  
• Students have to pay an activity fee whether they participate in any activities or not. It is simply 

unfair to increase this price when some students do less on campus than others.  
• Fair 
• Fees are WAY too high as it stands, especially when many students don't choose to participate in 

activities but are forced to pay fees for activities for which they gain no benefit. 
• Fine 
• Good but would love to see it pay off 
• POTM needs more money. 
• Will be beneficial to students but I do not think that everyone should have to contribute to help 

pay for greek life activities. That part should not be included. That should be a separate fee for 
individuals that choose to be in greek organizations.  

• The rec center could use some improvements, that is the only place out of that list that I think 
need more funds.  

• It’s alright, but we already pay a lot so something else needs to come down 
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• Send students on fun trips, heck yea 
• The proposed student activities fee increase is not entirely fair because a lot of students do not 

partake in activities on campus, therefore, money will be wasted. The current price of student 
activities fee is reasonable and still gives students and the university enough funds to proceed.  

• Activities are taken part in by a majority of students and should thus be funded. 
• Student activities are fun and I do enjoy the band so I honestly don’t really have an opinion. 
• Not relevant to me 
• I don’t want to pay for the band there’s so many people & as far as i know they dont make any 

money 
• Not ALL students participate in the student activities so it's not fair to charge everyone when not 

all students are participating in said activities. ESPECIALLY GREEK LIFE! 
• Hurts students later in life when having to pay student loans because of increased prices. 
• I pretty much agree with this 
• I don’t agree with this because being a commuter I never stay on campus for activities  
• I agree with this because it benefits the student body to have activities so that the campus feels 

welcoming, and gives students a chance to be involved on their campus.  
• I believe these fees should be waived as well as the others to provide a better environment for 

students.  
• Not everyone attends these events. Increasing the fee to better events and host more doesn’t 

make it people want to go. I feel that this is something that isn’t needed. 
• I think its not right for the people that do not go to the events  
• Student activities, in general, should get more money because it is how we unwind I understand 

this. 
• I disagree with a price increase. 
• I do not have the money or finical aid to pay for this.  
• I don't participate in many school activities.  
• It’s a waste of our money because you guys obviously have enough money to build three new 

resident halls, you can pay for student activities. 
• I believe we are already being charged a fair amount considering some of us don’t participate on 

all activities.  
• I can understand but don't participate in student activities. I'm a full time student and employee 

and wish there was an option 
• Encouraging students to get engaged is important to creating community, therefore I would be 

willing to pay extra.  
• I have never even used this Service and I still have to pay for it. Fee increases for a service I do 

not use are not justifiable. 
• The student activity fee increase I am okay with, Greek life needs more support.  
• I do not use many of the facilities and am paying for nothing. 
• I am a part time waiter and can't afford it. 
• This is fine, it is typical of a college campus. 
• Student activities are important.  
• The way that this money is being used needs to be openly stated in more detail. This money 

could be voluntarily gathered through fundraisers or membership fees, or at the very least you 
need to show us how this money is being used- what exactly it is paying for. If I am not a 
member of a particular group on campus then I should not be responsible for providing the 
money for that group's activities.  
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• We don’t have that many activities  
• I don’t support this because I have yet to really see any student activity such as concerts happen 

at WCU, which I wish would change. In the event that we actually have a good homecoming 
concert I will be in support.  

• An increase in this fee would be fine because of how many activities we are offered on campus.  
• I would support all of it with the exception of Greek life. 
• If it helps my club be better prepared and functional then thats good. 
• I personally work full time, am a full time student, involved in an internship and research. I have 

spent my last 4 years devoted to my education and grades. Out of the last 4 years, I’ve used the 
gym once, and I have not had time to be involved in related student activities. I honestly don’t 
think it’s fair to need to pay even more for programs and resources that I have not, and do not 
utilize. Especially when I already work very hard to pay for my schooling, rent, and related costs. 
It’s very hard for a student as is who does not receive financial help from family.  

• We have had the same increase numerous times and I dont see why we are increasing it. Even 
with the explanation and description , I still dont understand why students should pay for this, 
some of us already fund college on our own and it just makes it harder.  

• Low fee so not bad.  
• More free stuff like water bottles and T-shirts 
• I think it is important to have opportunities on campus since we are in Cullowhee, and we do 

not have any activities that are not put on by campus activities.  
• I don't think you should increase it if a good amount a students not going to go to these 

activities 
• Student activities can apply to all students and allow campus to do more for the students which 

is nice.  
• I think it is a shame that we are not funding our band more 
• Whereas I don't want to financially support Greek life, I will always support Student 

Government.  
• Our organizations are properly funded  
• I am in support of this in order to increase funding for activities, especially concerts. Live music 

is something I would love to see more of on this campus.  
• As a commuter I do not participate in nearly the number of campus activities such as those on 

campus. Nor do many of the other commuters. How should it be equal responsibility for pay 
when we don’t all participate on the same level of campus activities. It makes much more sense 
to pick pockets of the individuals wanting to go by charging for tickets, or activities rather than 
spreading the fee to those not committed to showing up during a campus festival.  

• If a person doesn't use the services they still are paying for things thay aren't being used. 
Especially if you live off campus. 

• none 
• not included in any activities so why should I pay the extra money 
• Our activities on campus are already amazing, and as a commuter next year I have no input on 

whether we should or should not increase it.  
• I love when campus has things going on, I like being able to get out of my dorm and engage with 

other students! 
• I believe the increase should partially go to raising student worker pay for DCA. That’s a large 

increase per person.  
• No opinion 
• N/A 
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• Continue the good work offering opportunities for student recreation. 
• If it could be used on making an out door gym or improving the CRC that would be very 

appreciated. 
• We shouldn’t have to pay for our own activities, especially when they aren’t always available for 

the entire student body. 
• I will not support raising of this fee unless it's tied to an increase in wages for the workers 

supporting the college. 
• It sounds reasonable, but I do not care much for funding Greek life programs. 
• I don't partake in student activities mostly  
• I wouldn’t recommend it. 
• it’s dumb  
• It's hard enough to afford college as is. We don't need all these extra fees to be raised. 
• None.  
• Student activities are for exactly that: the student. There should not be a few for a service that’s 

supposed to exist only to benefit us. 
• Don’t increase the fee 
• What for? You should have saved the last few years when the population of students was down.  
• Many students are already suffusing to provide and support themselves to pay tuition & fees. 

We are financing and supporting Student Activities Fee every year once our money goes to the 
administration.  I would suggest to not apply this increase to all students of WCU. Instead, apply 
the increase of fees to students who have a high gross monthly household income. 

• N/A 
• N/A 
• N/A 
• Students can pay for there own trips with activities or sale items  
• No 
• No 
• Sure  
• Definitely needed to improve CRC and other facilities  
• No I dont use it  
• No increase 
• Not needed we already pay enough 
• None 
• I would like to see more activities, so I will gladly support this 
• Total waste of money. Students should go to college to work hard and earn a degree, nothing 

more.  
• Students are busy with their education and often aren't able to attend the activities sponsored 

by these funds 
• I don't use campus activties and they seem fine as they are. 
• Please don’t make college more expensive for things / activities that I don’t currently or plan to 

use or participate in!!!! 
• Fund clubs more. 
• Reasonable  
• School is too expensive already.  
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• I’d only support this if it was not included in tuition/fees if you upped the price for non-students. 
Once again, students are generally a vulnerable population to increase any fees on. It’s 
despicable for you to increase fees for your salary rather than demand funding from the state. 

• Comment 1 
• I don’t want to pay for menial activities.  
• I am indifferent to this section as I am not really sure of the extent of their actions.  
• Simply no. 
• This is another fee that i am supportive of.  
• No opinion 
• These additional fees would not be burdensome, but this may not be an area where the most 

additional funding is needed. 
• Student activities is the main fee that shouldn't be too much of a problem because it allows free 

use of the gym etc. but I do not think that it should have to be increased. 
• i dont even participate in student activities. i thought about trying to get the fee waved entirely 
• No Comment 
• Activities fees should not be applied to students who do not partake in activities.  
• We have a lot of student activities on campus, so it makes sense that fees would need to be 

increased after more students live on campus after COVID. 
• All students are able to participate in student activities and I have no problem with the fee 

increase in this area.  
• They already get enough and don't need any more. 
• no 
• They don’t need it 
• Reasonable. 
• The fee seems like a large increase but the wide base of supported activities would seem to 

make it worthwhile on the surface. 
• This could be beneficial especially since the money we pay would directly come back to be used 

on us as students. 
• Brings students together. Reasonably priced.  
• Only understandable if the school can do a better job at advertising student activities.  
• Also understandable student activities are important.  
• unnecessary  
• It isn’t necessary because again, majority of the school does not utilize the student activities 

category.  
• Somewhat indifferent but supportive. Being able to have fun activities on campus is important  
• We already pay enough! 
• On premise I can’t agree to this 
• I do not believe it should be raised. We are funded enough 
• we dont need it i cant afford to pay more 
• Barely anyone goes. It’s sad.  
• better activities and student engagement is worth it 
• why 
• We come to school to do fun things, not to be charged for even more after we have paid 

thousands to be here. 
• I think there are a lot of student activities offered and I really appreciate that about the campus.  
• Why tho 
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• Will do  
• We are already charged enough 
• I do not support this decision. 
• All students are affected by this and the activities that occur on campus.  
• I'm stingy, but if it continues to allow access to campus community in the form of LMP events 

and the CRC, I'm fine with improving those. 
• Approve  
• not everyone has time to attend student activities, nor do they interest them so its not fair  
• I have no opinion  
• I have no opinion on this.  
• No Opinion. 
• The student activities are operating fine the way they are. Many of us are already struggling 

with funds to the point where we're having to balance full-time school with a part-time job. And 
with inflation, we have to look for jobs that can pay a substantial amount of money to maintain 
our expenses, and off-campus jobs just don't cut it.  

• I do not want an increase.  
• That's cool. I get it 
• No comment  
• We already have enough activities throughout the year, and if there is more activities I would be 

more apt to not go to be honest 
• N/A 
• Have student turnout to student activities been high enough to need an increase in funding?  
• Supported 
• I think this is good but DCA student workers need to be paid a living wage 
• No comment 
• GSED and other student activities should be supported more so if the fee is increased that may 

happen  
• N/A 
• Support improving our activities. 
• I like having free activities so this increase is fine with me.  
• Don’t want it  
• I feel like commuters should have this be an option as many of us never participate in the 

activities or go to games. 
• im neither yay or nay as long as the activities go up with the prices 
• I do not support an increase. The events offered by the University are low quality and tuition 

should not be going to fund Greek Life when less than 6% of students participate in a fraternity 
or sorority. Maybe focus on paying students a living wage and increase parking and pedestrian 
safety first.  

• I disagree with this increase due to the fact that not all students participate in student activities. 
Whether it be because they do not want to or they just are not able to they should not have to 
have an increase for something they already pay for but do not participate in.  

• We do not need to charge students more, school is expensive enough as is. 
• I don’t even use this 
• I like having activities on campus but feel like we don't need more of them. I rarely get to go to 

them anyway.  
• n/a 



Page 67 of 258 
 

• First of all Yall couldnt even get Waka Flocka to come to our homeicoing. Yall Student activities 
suck in general. How many times are yall going to have that broken fair each semester? So why 
the hell would y'all increase student activities to bring the same boring things back that yall call 
fun.  

• I do not support the increase in fees for student activity fees because I do not believe they are 
engaging enough for students not housed on campus. Apart from the CRC, I do not know many 
students that engage with any of the other activities. 

• Why 
• I would like to see more examples how this is being used. 
• I am supportive on this fee under certain conditions. WCU used to provide concerts and other 

activities on campus before COVID-19 happened. I would definitely like to see these kinds of 
activities come back. 

• I already pay so much to go to school here that I spend all my time working and have no time for 
"student activities" 

• Most of these activities don't apply to the majority of the student body. Students who aren't 
interested in Greek Life shouldn't have to pay anything toward them. Some STEM students don't 
have time for Recreation and don't use a lot of what is offered. On top of that, if one does, there 
is usually a fee per activity or lesson that is taught. My recommendation would be to take away 
the fee at the beginning of the tuition year, and have the students pay for each individual fee 
like they do already to participate in activities. 

• It depends on what the activity fees are used for 
• same as above  
• Unnecessary 
• student activities are severely under budgeted and need more funding  
• NOT NECESSARY! 
• I think the amount of activities we have are just right and no need to increase 
• The layout of the campus sucks, there is nothing to do, and all of the activities the school 

provides are boring, poorly planned, ill ran, and did I mention boring? If you wanna charge me 
more for student activities why don't you plan one that I wanna attend? It shouldn't take a 
teacher offering extra credit for me to want to attend student activities.  

• I feel campus always has soemthing to do. they try to make things entertaining and keep the 
spirt alive o capus i have no problems with this fee because it is inclusive and goes towards all of 
us 

• This one it doesn't matter to me as much, however my parents already pay so much. 
• This school is one of the most affordable in the state which is why many people come here, 

because they can afford it. Increasing these fees each year makes it harder and harder for 
students and their families to afford it and is causing myself, and other to struggle with paying 
for our education. It may seem like a small change, but it really is hard on students paying for 
school.  

• they already  get a good amount of money. 
• I don't support the student activities fee because I am one of the possibly many students that 

don't have the time to partake in any school activity so it seems unfair for me to have to pay 
such a high increase in fees a semester, especially when it will be difficult to pay for my 
semester alone without the help I use to receive from financial aid. I will be paying out of pocket 
and that makes it more difficult. 
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• I understand why they would want to raise the cost because of inflation but at the same time 
the rising prices are affecting all of us and even a number that seems insignificant could be the 
reason whether or not some one can eat etc. 

• It’s ridiculous to pay for these fees as a student who NEVER ATTENDS ANY ATHLETIC EVENT!  
• Don't care  
• No the activities planned are not worth the money i already pay 
• It’s already expensive enough 
• I think student activities are important for people who go to campus.  
• An increase would not make sense. "Inflationary pressures" will surely be covered by the sheer 

number of new students being crammed into the dorms and surrounding off-campus housing. 
Many students cannot afford an increase like this.  

• As someone that does not participate in these student activities fee why should I be charged 
more for something I have nothing to do with. 

• Unreasonable  
• Don’t increase fees 
• It’ll be nice to have more activities for a variety of things for the student body 
• Money should be reallocated from the millions students together already pay In tuition every 

year 
• Most of these services have more money than they know what to do with, and they are wasting 

it on unnecessary things like providing lunch to their elite membersâ€¦ PoTM is the only reason 
I would consider it. 

• Do not increase  
• I don't like that Greek life will be getting more funding, but the concerts and things will have to 

compete. 
• I think there should be a huge portion of that increase in money should go to POTM seeing that 

they keep the home games alive. 
• Events on campus are engaging and an amazing part of WCU  
• I feel it’s important to be able to have the wide variety of student activities  
• Not everyone may be able to afford  
• i am a non traditional, commuter student driving from Asheville everyday, so am not around for 

a lot of activities.  
• I dont want to pay for something there'd 0 chance of me using. 
• Since people utilize the events it seems fair  
• Student activities are an important way for students to get to know one another and get breaks 

from classes.  
• Student activities on campus NEEDS!!! More money so they will be able to keep more students 

engaged on campus and provide more cultural activities for this campus  
• Being as the school somehow funds these clubs and activities, I dont think I should have to pay 

for something I dont use. The ICA is something that is creeping onto the radar as a club that 
promotes prejudice and judgement, but for some reason I'm having to pay a percentage 
(increased now) to fund a club that does not align with its standards. Thing like this that are ran 
by students, shouldnt have to make other students pay for it when they dont support it, and are 
also negatively affected by it. 

• What are y’all upgrading by charging more? 
• I see no change in the gym, so why are we getting charged more? 
• Due to Western being a small campus, having student activities that are free to use, brings the 

community closer. 
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• None 
• I have no opinion on this fee because i chose not to be active in clubs and greek life.  
• It’s fine I guess, but y’all are bloodletting us with these fee increases. Administration should be 

ashamed. You already bleed us dry with nonsense fees and charges.  
• FUCKING RIDICULOUS  
• Any increase in fees prohibits participaron in higher education by economically disadvantaged 

students 
• Actually help the students and give us more things to do 
• Student Activities should be free for all students. If the activities were free there would be more 

students at the activities.  
• N/a 
• why does it need to increase ? 
• we pay too much already 
• Increase is pointless for students  
• Plan better ones  
• I don’t participate in many student activities. I don’t think we need to increase this fee  
• I am not supportive of this due to the fact that not even all students even use or need these 

resources. 
• I don't even what this is but I don't think it should be raised. 
• again, not everyone uses these activities so raising the price is not appropriate  
• Not every student goes to every event possible on campus as we are also students but do love 

to still go and do things 
• I do not support an increase UNLESS it will be used to pay student workers (DCA tech crew, etc.) 

higher wages. 
• I support adding funds here as this is usually for students by students and they tend to give away 

quite a bit 
• Its high 
• Not necessary 
• This is fine.  
• I don't have time to do anything outside of my class hours because I also work. The friends I do 

make at WCU, we hang out on our own time at a time that works for everyone involved.  
• There needs to be a separate category for the band. They provide so much for this school and 

need more funding. 
• This fee is not benefiting the majority of students on this campus. I only support the fee if it also 

benefits student workers and goes towards benefiting more students as a whole rather than 
certain groups only that could raise their own funds  

• no comment  
• This is a good thing considering this means we could do more around campus. 
• No thanks I already pay enough. 
• It needs to be going to organizations that do not have ample funding elsewhere, prioritizing 

campus wellbeing and not Greek Life. 
• I shouldn’t have to run any of these organizations if I am not in them.  
• Makes sense but why is it more than the health fee  
• Commuters shouldn’t have to pay an increased fee in this most of the time they’re not even on 

campus for these events.  
• SAME AS ABOVE  
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Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 

• If it impacts the biltmore park campus I’m not sure how - do perhaps it just needs some PR? 
• As someone who is not apart of Greek life, student government, or POTM, I firmly believe that I 

should not have to personally pay for their funding or supportive payments. If they choose to be 
apart of those communities, it is up to them financially.  

• I benefit from none of these services, and already pay twice what i pay in tuition in fees 
• Too many fees are charged to biltmore park students for things we don’t or can’t use.  
• Biltmore Park doesn't offer much in the way of student activities.  
• Cut down on student activities, don't raise the fee. I think I speak for all students when I say 

we'd prefer that you intelligently reallocate the funds you have instead of demanding more 
funds from students.  

• no 
 

Graduate Students 
Planning to Commute Next Year 

• as a grad student don’t utilize  
• Graduate school do not have a schedule allowing for much free time. 
• I dont participate in student activities as im in graduate school and would no support having to 

pay more when I already believe I pay too much  
• Student activities are important for student mental health, I support this.  
• how does this benefit students  
• Though I don't partake in many campus activities, I understand their importance to ensure the 

students have boosted morale and outlets for stress.  
• This would be nice to have better activities on campus. I would LOVE to have the homecoming 

concert back.  
• As a graduate student, I don't even participate in undergraduate group activities, I don't have 

time, why would I want to pay for student activity fees? 
• A lot of grad students don’t even use these resources 
• I think students should get to choose what activities they would like to take advantage of 
• I do not understand the point 
• Na 
• Not everyone uses it 
• n/a 
• Most graduate students don’t even use this 
• While I support student activities, the university can pay them from the budget they already 

receive. Grant and other funding are also available if they needed funding from somewhere. 
Activities advertised as a reason to attend the school should not be the responsibility of the 
students to fund.  

• Not for grad students, most activities are on main campus during hours that we have classes. I 
have never been able to attend a student activity 

• I do not participate 
• Unacceptable. 
• Useful 
• fees are already substantial, graduate students benefit less from these charges 
• These feel understandable. 
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• I will never use these services and should not have to pay for others to benefit. Individuals who 
partake in these programs should be required to pay the full cost of the services. 

• I feel like students that do not use the campus benefits, due to commuting, should not have to 
pay them. 

• Why are these costs being passed onto students? 
• If activities are increased that’s fine. 
• Student activities has a good budget while other departments are struggling . 
• Please don't increase it for students at biltmore park. We don't use the activities services.  
• Off campus students should not be paying student activity fees. The majority of that money 

goes towards residential activities. Commuters do not attend those events.  
• I do nothing with the list of things this money supports. I’m just on campus for my classes and 

out of there. Makes sense for undergrads I guess but for an adult graduate student it’s worthless 
• Student Activities Fees are being wasted right now on small events that are not inclusive nor 

does students want to attend. 
• Most students don't take advantage of activities. I think this fee currently is already way too 

much. Very against this.  
 
Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 

• As a student at Biltmore Park, it seems unfair that I am paying for services that I can’t access. 
• As a graduate student at Biltmore, I have never set foot on the main campus. I have a family to 

support and do not want to pay activity fees.  
• There are significantly less student activities at BP, so it doesn't feel fair to pay for things that 

aren't really accessible 
• I do not live in the area and cannot access these activities.  
• Adult Graduate students who do not participate in student activities and attend classes at 

Biltmore park should not have to pay this fee.  
• I am a student at Biltmore Park and don't utilize any of the student activities.  
• Biltmore Park students do not have access to the majority of these activities unless they travel 

to the main campus. It isn't reasonable or fair to expect them to pay even more money for this 
service. 

• What activities at biltmore park? At our initial orientation, we were promised activities such as 
pumpkin carving.  

• As a graduate student at Biltmore Park, most of these activities are not part of my WCU 
experience. I do not feel I should pay more to fund these programs. 

• I am a distance learner and cannot utilize these services. 
• As a full-time graduate student at Biltmore Park, I do not participate in student activities. 
• What is this money going torwards? Will the students get an increase in their hourly pay? 
• As a graduate student- I am not involved in the activities 
• Doesn’t pertain to me  
• Biltmore Park students do not have ready access to theses, therefore should not have to pay 

them, let alone an increase. 
• Due to the location of Biltmore Park and the lack of public transportation to and from the main 

campus, students are not able to participate in many of the student activities that are offered. 
Therefore increasing this fee for students at Biltmore Park would be increasing the amount of 
funding for other students while placing increased stress and worry on students at Biltmore 
Park. 
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• I don’t take part in any activities  
• As a commuter graduate student I don't use this service  
• I am not on the main campus  
• Here again, the graduate program does not offer any student activities that would benefit us.  I 

would be opposed to this for sure at the time.  
• Biltmore Park students do not use these services 
• Not the same experience in Asheville, no increase.  
• Do not have access 
• Don’t offload this cost onto graduate students, especially because we at biltmore park largely do 

not benefit from them. Find the funding for this elsewhere. 
• There are somethings not necessary to increase the tuition.  
• Graduate students, particularly those at Biltmore Park, already pay exorbitant fees that benefit 

the Cullowhee campus ONLY. BP students should not be forced to pay these fees.  
• Many students, especially graduate students located at BP, do not experience the benefit of 

student activities and this should not be an across the board mandatory charge or increase. 
• I am only ever at Biltmore park and should not have to pay fees for services on the Main Campus 

that I do not use 
• I do not accept fees unless these directly benefit those in Biltmore Park location.  
• Explore most cost effective ways to contiue these programs  
• I am not engaged in any of the listed Student Activities at Western, so this would not be 

beneficial to me as a student. 
• As a graduate student I do not use the space, charge undergraduate only 
• Grad students don’t receive any benefit  
• I don’t have access to student activities I only go to biltmore park. Why am I paying for this?  
• I don't support an increase. 
• See above 
• I only go to the Biltmore Campus.  None of the activities are brought to Biltmore.  Why am I 

being charged for any of this? It is actually frustrating to see the fees that I am being charged.   
• As a graduate student at Biltmore park I don’t not access these activities and would prefer not 

to participate or pay for these particularly  because everything is more expensive and I am pay 
out of pocket for school and it is become harder to afford. If I can I would like for the fees to go 
up as little as possible. 

• It doesn't affect me, it is a small increase for something that hopefully benefits the student body 
as a whole -- so I support it 

• It makes me so mad that Biltmore Park graduate students have to pay fees for services we do 
not benefit from. STOP. 

• I don't understand why Biltmore Park students, most of whom are working adults who will never 
attend the Cullowhee campus, have to pay Student Activities Fees at all.  

• It’s a shame we even have to pay fees to begin wit, especially if we’re not using the services.  
• As a grad student I'm not entirely clear how much we benefit from these, but I see their 

importance. 
• No opinion 
• Ok 
• School fees are too high as is. 
• Should only apply to students on main campus.  
• A sense of belonging is necessary for well-being. 
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• Same as above 
• This does not benefit graduate students 
• I do not support it as I am not on campus and am still charged for a service I cannot access. 
• If my understanding is correct, the vast majority of these funds are used for the main campus. 

Seeing that we are busy graduate students and do not have time to drive an hour each way for 
an event, we should only have to pay these fees for our own campus or if we intend to go to the 
main campus. 

• If I were a student who used any of the items listed, I would not mind paying these fees. I can't 
rent books, I do not ever use the main campus, etc. I understand there are expenses with 
Biltmore Park but I'm not sure these balance out.  

• Unnecessary 
• These services are not beneficial to a Biltmore Park student. I don't think we should be paying 

them at all. The gym at BP doesn't have enough diversity of equipment to be beneficial to most. 
Would be better if we had a working relationship with the YMCA next door for discounted or 
free rates.  

• As a graduate student, we do not participate in these like undergraduate students do.  I would 
recommend waving this fee for graduate students. 

• Graduate tuition is already too expensive  
I can’t afford it as is 

• Students at Biltmore park with never use these facilities.  
• See initial comments 
• As someone that has always commuted this seems unfair to raise or even have since I am not 

able to take advantage of what I am paying for. 
• I am at Biltmore Park. I should not have to pay student activities when I am a graduate student 

that is not on the main campus.  
• Again, as a BP student, a lot of us do not benefit from these activities. It is difficult to find this 

increase in particular to be supportive in any way to students attending BP. 
• Biltmore Park students do not receive the ammenities which these fees pay for. Biltmore Park 

students should have reduced fees.  
• Biltmore Park students should not be paying this fee at all.  
• Again, how many grad students really benefit from the student activity fee? 
• I'm not at the main campus. Nickle and dime me. 
• I don't utilize these things but I know they're important 
• NA 
• If you do not attend classes in Cullowhee, this should be waived.  
• I do not have much access to student activity on BP campus. I would like BP access at BP  
• I am absolutely NOT okay with this fee increase. I do not attend Cullowhee campus, therefore 

these student activities do not involve me. These should be applied ONLY to students that are 
using them.  

• I do not use these services and don't see the fairness of paying any of this fee 
• stop charging grad students @ biltmore park for fees that only affect cullowhee students. 
• I do not agree with it, because I don't participate in the student activities. 
• There are very minimal student activities at Biltmore park. It seems unfair for us to pay for 

someone else's activities (main campus') 
• Biltmore park students don’t get meaningful access  
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• As a student at the Biltmore park campus, tuition increases for student activities that are not 
really accessible to that campus do not make sense.  

• I guess. 
• I am only at the Biltmore Park campus and these fees do not benefit me in any way. 
• Activity fees are about 85% useless to me at Biltmore. 
• If you don’t live on campus student activities don’t apply we shouldn’t have to pay. 
• I personally don't feel that graduate students who never go to the main campus are required to 

pay these fees to begin with. My program is mostly online. When I do have class, it's a Biltmore 
Park. I commute from the Winston-Salem area. 

• We need more access to services at WCU-BP or have these fees eliminated. This is my 2nd year 
as a full-time graduate student, and I have never visited the main campus gym or any school 
activity in any building at the main campus school. (The gym at Biltmore Park makes me 
uncomfortable with the lack of ventilation, I'm not sure about cleaning protocols, and I feel like 
I'm on display.) The only exception was homecoming a couple of weeks ago and we went only 
for the game and carpooled.  

• literally doesn't effect me, but still what does this money actually do? 
 

Proposed Athletics Fee 
Undergraduate Students 

Planning to Live on Campus Next Year 
• As someone who is not interested in and has not attended any sports games I do not want to 

pay more for something I already do not use. Maybe students can pay for tickets for certain 
games/activities instead  

• Aside from athletes, most students do not benefit from the athletics fee, increase or not, so 
there really shouldn't be a fee applied to all students when only a handful benefit. 

• Athletic budget should be reevaluated not added to 
• Athletics has too much money already for how bad they are 
• Everyone does not go to athletic games. I have not went to any ever my 3 years at WCU and 

many I know have not either. 
• for starters, it was increased last year just to pay for a LOSING football team to get scooters. 

they ride these scooters all over campus recklessly nearly running the rest of us over and cutting 
us off all the time. they also ride them in the res halls which is dangerous when the round 
corners far to quickly. 

• Good for scholarships  
• Half of this campus doesn’t use the gym or go to any sport events, me included. I do not see a 

reason to pay all this money for something i’m not going to use, when it could in my pockets for 
gas and groceries.  

• health care is more important than Athletics. I would prefer to give my money to something that 
will actually benefit me personally. 

• I completely disagree with this fee entirely. I have never attended an athletic event here, nor do 
I wish to. The fact that I pay so much money for athletic fees is ridiculous. It should be an 
optional part of tuition. An increase in something that is originally unnecessary is ridiculous.  

• I do not attend any athletic events or participate in athletics, so I don’t want any more of my 
tuition going to fees for athletics.  

• I don’t think people who have no interest in sports or do not play sports should have to pay this. 
• I don't believe that the athletics department needs to be funded any more than it already is. 



Page 75 of 258 
 

• I don't feel like we should have to pay an increased fee for the athletics team after they bought 
the whole football team scooters. They could have used that money elsewhere and not expect 
students to pay for it.  

• I feel like the Athletics has gained enough support in proportion to other aspects of the college 
• I have never interacted with any aspect of WCU Athletics at all.  
• I would personally rather pay more if it went towards something else because I feel like there 

are better things to dump money into than the athletics department. 
• I’m not a student athlete nor do I plan to be so why would I pay more money to a department 

that doesn’t affect me? 
• I’m not in athletics nor do I go to any games. I should have to pay athletic fees if I don’t 

participate  
• I’m not paying for football players electric scooters if I don’t watch any of their games and they 

loose  
• Id rather the money be spent towards other more important fields of learning.  
• If you need more money for athletics, take it out of the $500 given to the football team for their 

scooters.  
• Increase the success of our sports teams and I would support giving them more money. I also 

would love to see why the athletic department needs more funding and how much money is 
expected to be spent on them next year. 

• Many of our student athletes are not very respectful to those of us who are not student athletes 
and think that they are better than us. I also feel as if they do not take school as seriously. 

• Many people myself included don't go to games and we are forced to still pay the fee. 
• Maybe if we had winning teams we would won’t to pay more but not when almost every sports 

team has a losing record. 
• No one wants to pay for more scooters 
• No. They don’t need it. We don’t need it 
• Take away their scooters and I may say yes  
• The athletes here already act stuck up, they can at least pay for their own shit. I’ve also heard 

stories of the football team not eating the food that is catered to them so I think the budget can 
be reworked a little so they don’t waste it on stupid things.   

• The athletics already received a lot of money, I see no need for an increase. 
• The athletics fee should only be increased for athletes. Non-athletic students do not want to 

continue paying for the football teams' scooters. 
• The football team does not win and all the other teams don’t get the recognition they deserve 

for winning. Focus on the teams that do win  
• The only reason students go to the football games is because  they’re to drunk to walk home 

from the tailgate. We are still paying off gyms, facilities, and student scholarships with our own 
money yet we haven’t had a ranked team In decades. Football only exists because of the band, 
and they haven’t been invited to a big event since before covid. Students are having to pay for 
other students scholarships because the board wants more money from the grants that are 
supposed to pay for these. Athletics doesn’t bring attention or money into the school to support 
itself at any decent price percentage, so why should we support it with our own money! sorry I 
meant our own debt.  

• The scooters were a big no-no! Unnecessary 
• There is no funding to the cheerleading program and many other Womens sports here  
• They have already cost us, students, quite a significant amount and I do not like having to pay 

for the athletics department to be able to give expensive things to those students at our 
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expense. I do not have many funds as it is and I heavily disagree with the increase in their 
funding.  

• This is good because a facilities upgrade is needed 
• This money could be spent better in so many other places. We don't need more scooters. Low 

income students, better food, better wages ect- all of these would be more beneficial to 
students as a whole than another athletic fee.  

• This should be for scholarships only! I heard that athletes get those scooters for free on our 
money. If this is true lower the fee. Not a lot of people play, watch, or care about the games. 
Lower the fee. 

• Unnecessary  
• We don’t win and these fees were increased last year. We as students should not pay for failure. 
• We should not be having so many fees going towards our sports programs that would be 

mediocre in even a high school level 
• We shouldn't have to pay for the athlete's scooters if we are not athletes. 
• Why am I paying for sports and people to be an athlete? 
• Why are students having to pay for athletics. I am not involved in athletics and y’all already 

make me pay a fee for it. They don’t need to have an increased budget when they already get 
away with anything and everything; including letting their athletes just pass classes. So no I feel 
very strongly against the athletic fee increase. It’s funny though how they’re increase is the 
biggest. It just shows what is truly cared about.  

• Why are we increasing the fees agains so that the athletes can buy random shit like scooters and 
stuff 

• Why should students have to pay more for crap sports teams 
• Why should students have to pay this fee if not involved in any sports. 
• Why would we need this. Our athletic team already have scooters that the school pays for they 

do not need more money 
• Why Should I have to pay for something I don't even care about spectating or participating in. I 

feel as if students should be given a choice to opt out.  
• I don't want this I did not come to school for athletics and after an increase, last year went to 

scooter for the football team I find that the athletics fee is used for frivolous spending,  
• The athletics programs already receive lots of funding, and don’t need additional support.  
• No bc I barely attend sports anyways  
• Why would they need more money? I think the fee now is just fine.  
• I think increasing this fee up to almost $20 is something I find unnecessary. Not that it doesn't 

matter, but the other two proposed fees are more important at the moment.  
• I'm not funding the football players scooters so they can act stupid and disrespectful with them. 
• It's the athletes why do the students need feed for this 
• This seemed to be raised last year, and again this year as well? What exactly would these be 

used for, not just operating costs. But would there be new, and useful equipment?  
• This is ridiculous as there was just an increase for this last year as well, yet our athletic programs 

continue to perform poorly, so why not give some of that money to other programs, I.E. the 
education department, the forensics department, or even the health services department. 

• If I am not a student athlete then I shouldn’t have to pay for this fee.  
• I feel as if there are already so many athletic fees and funding  
• Personally I see no reason to increase the athletics fee. I have only attended about two games 

and I don’t know anyone’s who goes to any games so a price increase for this fee does not seem 
needed. 
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• Students who do not directly benefit from athletics should not have to pay even more fees, 
considering the athletics fee is already the highest of the three. Wouldn't it be more meaningful 
for WCU and the community if some of these athletics teams would put in the effort to raise 
money themselves, instead of putting more stress on students who are already struggling? 

• Who? 
• No need for the football coach to be the second most paid person on campus- pay student 

workers a living wage and then we can talk.  
• Things are good as is. As a member of a club sport that gets no funding, we do just as good as 

the sports who do receive funding. 
• I'm involved in a club sport but I see no reason I should be paying for other students athletics 

anymore than I already am. Athletes on campus already have numerous benefits (that I am not 
opposed to) and I dont feel the need to support their endeavors or the programs financially.  

• Don’t raise the price  
• Don’t in crease any fees unless you can provide better parking and AC in all buildings 
• Why, our football team isn't worth investing into and I don't feel like paying to lose every game. 

Direct these funds towards the band or don't increase.  
• Non athletic 
• $18 per semester just to watch our teams lose?! unacceptable. why are you giving extra funding 

for athletics when we don’t win? I would rather this money go to health services or scholarships 
for out-of-state students, etc.  

• Finances are hard for some families and the more the school keeps raising all these fees the 
harder it is for students and their families to pay for their education. 

• Are you fucking kidding me? $17.50? For what, so you can buy them a new set of electric 
scooters when we don't even have enough cat trans to run every route consistently? Seriously. 
Everything else, fine, I'll get over it, but almost $20 per semester so the football players can 
circle-jerk just a little fucking better? No. And I'm moving to petition against this particular 
increase. 

• only benefits certain people 
• If a student is not a participant on a sporting team there is no point in paying  
• The school has favored athletics more than its own students. With letting football players get 

away with rules on campus and scooters! I don’t agree to this. 
• hate 
• many students do not attend athletic events 
• not necessary 
• I hate sports and do not go see them. Again, it is unfair to ask me to pay so much for something I 

will never use.  
• As a non athlete I do not want to pay for athletic fees doesn’t seem fair 
• Athletics already takes a substantial part of fees. Not necessary or wanted. 
• No comment 
• the athletics program takes up enough money while other portions of our school suffer.  
• If it's a fee only for athletes I respect it, but if everyone must pay an athletics fee, I find it unfair 

for me a nonathlete to be helping pay for an athlete's training, scholarships and health care.  
• Please don't school is already expensive  
• I don’t feel that students who don’t use services should have to pay for extra expenses. 
• I am not in athletics nor have I ever been to a game. I should not need to pay for an increase in 

this instance. 
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• If we won games and were actually good, maybe. But athletics should not be a priority. It only 
will affect a small number of students. 

• The athletics department is a joke. Again, I am too busy to deal with athletics or even attending 
any sporting events outside of the marching band season. If you want the athletic fee to go to 
good use, give this years funding to the marching band. The band deserves so much more than 
what the university gives.  

• I disagree with this proposal and i think this fee is too high, if this money is required it should go 
to something such as the health services fee that benefits more students. 

• This fee is already very high. I don’t think this program needs more money than it already has 
coming in.  

• I already can’t barely afford to be here.  
• I think the teams should become better and being their own money in.  
• Just not necessary.  
• I am not supportive of increasing Athletics Fee as it would only support athletes and not all 

students. 
• This is the fee that I disagree with the most being that I feel these funds aren’t used in a proper 

manner, there has been many rumors of how this semester’s athletics fee was used to fund buy 
all football players scooters to get around campus, which no one was a fan of. These funds 
shouldn’t be increased if anything I feel they should decrease in price. I feel as a student I’m 
paying for something I don’t go to or use on campus, this is a fee that I feel should be taken off 
and the ticket sales from games should be used to handle the buying of things the athletes use, 
because I could be putting this money to help better myself and my education in other ways. 

• I am paying my way through college myself and i don’t need to be paying more for services I 
don’t use. 

• The athletics get it easy and most of the funding from the school, so I'm fine with them actually 
paying something.  

• I think the teams should focus on building a respectable reputation before we keep giving them 
more money for scooters 

• No opinion because our facilities are not up to par according to some athletes so those should 
get funding. Coaching staff should take different approaches to eliminate any favoritism to get 
my money's worth and provide good help to all players.  

• I do not like the proposed increase and I do not utilize the athletic facilities and I resent the fact 
that I have to pay for it now.  

• Our school is not know for athletics. But we have had some athletes make it big. So no opinion 
• This is bullshit the athletic teams barely win and if your charging us more it should go to 

something useful like health services or other programs not scooters for the football team who 
barely wins  

• I think athletics fee should be increased 
• i don’t use at all i am not involved at all  
• Again charge student athletes, or charge students tickets for games. 
• I don't go to games, so I would not like to be charged more money for something I wont use 
• I dont really use it so I don't care I just don't want to pay for something I don't use. 
• I also don't see why this is needed 
• no just no.  
• I am not an athlete and I don't care about our sports so there is no reason as to why I should be 

paying more for it. 
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• I do NOT feel the athletic fees are reasonably priced. I feel, as many students that I have talked 
to and overheard feel as well, that the funds are not being appropriately used in athletics.  

• I'm not an athlete and i have no opinion on if athletics need a fund increase or not. 
• The increase has no purpose 
• I have friends who play on a variety of athletic teams and the stories that they tell proves to me 

that the money they currently have is being mismanaged. There is no point in providing them 
with more money if they cant properly utilize the money that they are currently being given. 

• I believe the athletics get what they need already, if Western was known for any of they're 
athletics it would be a different story. 

• I am not in support of this either. I believe if it were a small, reasonable increase like the health 
fee increase, I would be more comfortable, however, like I stated earlier, I already have a lot on 
my plate. 

• I have had no benefit from Athletics 
• Again, I am not on a sports team and I do not use school athletic equipment. I’m glad knowing 

these services are available for free, but raising the fee would make me more unlikely to use 
them. 

• i hate these increases  
• I understand that the athletic fee is always going to need a good source of money to stay 

running the way it is. 
• I do not agree with this due to the amount of money students are already paying for athletes 

facilities, equipment, and other items. There are plenty of students here at WCU struggling with 
paying tuition.  

• This is just ridiculous. I am not a student athlete so why must I pay an athlete fee to begin with 
let alone that fee increase! Have the people using these facilities pay. 

• This is unnecessary. I, and many of my fellow students, have little to no interest in the athletics 
here and we are already struggling to afford school as it is.  

• Athletics is important to the student body, but most athletic programs lack large attendance 
therefore there is no need to increase/expand facilities or scolarships 

• We shouldn’t increase athletic fees because a lot of students aren’t in sports or participate in 
athletics, so it’s not really fair. I think that money could go towards something more useful like 
education. It’s too much of an increase for students who can already barely afford college  

• n/a 
• I don't think anyone who isn't affiliated to the athletic department shouldn't have to pay. 
• I don't really pay much attention to sports so I personally don't see it as a good thing 
• Athletics has all they need and they receive plenty of funding 
• I don’t think it’s a good ideal because they got scooters and run people over  
• They get too much money as is 
• I just don’t think we should be paying much if anything on teams that are not that great, both 

with how they play and behaviorally  
• Not every student at Western is involved in Athletics. Why should all students bear the burden 

of paying for athletes? I don’t find that fair at all.  
• I do not go to any athletic program. I am just way to busy. I honestly do not think we should be 

paying that is much for an athletic fee. This is ridiculous. Half or all of the football team has 
scooters and think they rule the school. I feel like as many students that go here we are paying 
thier tuition which isn’t fair  

• Fully support this fee 
• I think athletics are not that big here and should not be given more funding. 



Page 80 of 258 
 

• Our athletics aren't that great except for the band. 
• Not an athlete  
• There is no need for this. This won't help everyone. 
• I am not in athletics nor do I go to games so the fee would be unreasonable. 
• I’m already working almost full time to support myself, and even then that is a struggle with 

financial aid included.  
• No reason for an increase. It all goes to football and sports that can’t win and does nothing for 

the general population. They don’t need it. 
• Athletics doesn’t need more money! they had enough to give the athletes scooters when really 

WCU has more pressing issues like campus accessibility and parking and building maintenance 
and getting steady wifi. The money would be better spent on projects that improve the lives of 
all students on campus rather than buying more toys for the privileged few. 

• If I am not an athlete, then why should I pay an athletics fee?  
• I don't think one should be charged the athletics fee if one is not even an athlete of any sort to 

begin with.  
• If not all students take advantage of these services then why increase the fees for everyone? 
• Wasn't this fee just raised by a lot last year? Why was this not fixed last year? I especially do not 

want my fees going toward another student getting a scholarship when I did not receive any 
financial assistance and I am in need.  

• The overwhelming majority of this universities student body is not part of the athletic 
departments. We pay lots of money for sports teams that add very little to our time here at 
Western. It is highly interoperated that this university is asking for more athletic funds. 
especially after seeing the football team ride around on campus this semester on electric 
scooters. This is in addition to the new proposed additions to the athletic department like a new 
football field house! I am here for an education, not to pander to the idea of school spirit and to 
be hoodwinked financially, so the sports programs at this university can be given more. Our 
football team isn't even that good, to begin with. Maybe next time they start to gain traction like 
they did five years or so again, you pay your staff more so they won't leave, like most of them 
did and they can start winning ball games. This would at least lead to some sort of justification 
for raising athletic fees.  

• I am not on an athletic team, so I will not be paying for it. 
• I think is ridiculous and unnecessary. I do not participate in athletics, I don't go to games, my 

friends don't participate in athletics nor do they go to games. From what I hear, a lot of out 
sports teams, especially football, aren't really that good so why should I spend more money on a 
losing team? 

• I don't use the athletics stuff so I don't think I should have to pay for it 
• This directly benefits only a small percentage of students. And Is this genuinely necessary during 

a time when extreme inflation is stressing the financial health of families? 
• As someone not in athletics, this would not relate to me and I have no reason to support it. It is 

only an additional cost and financial burden. 
• I’m not even athlete so why am I paying an athletic fee. Our athletics department sucks and we 

students don’t need to pay a fee when we can’t use the facilities the athletes use so no thank 
you.  

• I think it is unfair this only helps athletes. 
• I don't use it! Waste of money for those who do not use it, should be optional. 
• Athletics shouldn’t have to pay when there helping our school. 
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• They lose so why should I support them. The money this year went to scooters and that was a 
big loss. I just don’t understand why it always keeps going up. Every. Single. Year.  

• This is quite substantial, especially when most students are not apart of athletics. I am in Pride 
of the Mountains, and that probably still would not be included.  

• I disagree with this fee because they have nothing to do with students like me, and I do not 
want to pay for them. 

• Our athletics don’t deserve the money we already pay for. Football team doesn’t need scooters 
• I do not support this increase. Although athletics are important to the students, I do not 

participate in any and I don't know any who does. If the athletics department feels that they 
need more money, they should raise it themselves or impose a fee for participants.  

• Not everyone participates in athletics and these fees shouldn’t be required for all students since 
it doesn’t apply to everyone  

• As someone who is not in university athletics and already paying my own way through college, 
paying for something I take no part in, either in performance or audience participation, I do not 
want to spend money on something I will have no part in.  

• I believe the athletic department has enough of a cash flow already as they are buying 
extremities that are simply not needed, such as scooters for athletes. 

• It isn’t fair to increase the Athletic Fees of all students when the athletic teams at our school 
aren’t good.  

• There seems to be no reason for an increase in athletic fees, especially considering the past 
increase from last semester. There was an increase from $391 to $438 between last spring 
semester and this current one. I do not believe that more money should be budgeted towards 
athletic fees when there are more pressing issues that should take priority, such as the limited 
parking spaces available for on-campus residents, the quality of food, and the plumbing/ac 
issues within many of the buildings on campus. 

• N/A 
• Take away the scooters and sell those to make up for some of the cost and i’ll consider 

supporting the rest 
• No  
• No comment 
• Absolutely not, there is 0 reason for funding the athletic department. What they need is better 

coaching and discipline. Many of them are rude & why should everyone fund the athletics when 
the team can’t even win games. If they need more money for their programs don’t spend on 
dumbass scooters that disrupt traffic and sidewalks. There are more important things that need 
attention like more parking lots. 

• no comment  
• Do not feel like we should go up on fees til our sports teams get better. 
• NO DONT DO IT 
• No increase fee  
• Most definitely no need to increase this fee  
• Not in athletics. 
• No reason to increase 
• I do not use the athletic facilities and I resent having to contribute to them. 
• N/A. 
• Not every student participates in these  
• This is not fair for people who do not use nor care about this. 
• STRONGLY NOT SUPPORTED 
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• Not too bad 
• Can we opt out or lower the added fees 
• Absolutely not, I’m not here to pay football players to run me over with electric scooters.  
• Athletics are expensive and this makes sense. 
• Again unaffordable for some 
• This semester, I see football players on scooters everywhere. This was a waste of my money. 

They can walk like everyone else. Maybe if they walk some more they’ll play better.  
• Stop increasing my fees you greedy bastards I'm already paying enough 
• Students are already paying a lot of money to come to this school and the school is forcing us to 

pay more and the Athletics team sucks.  
• If there is a way to have a detailed list as to where the athletics fees are put into it might be 

better for students to be more understanding of such fees. For those students who do not 
participate in athletics on campus and are only here for educational practices, it is difficult to 
see such a charge that one must pay when it is something you do not partake in and do not 
know the specifics of where that money is going to.  

• We are already paying so much money to take classes here? Why would you make us pay to be 
able to do things that releive the stress of school? 

• The only way I would support and athletics fee is if all of it went to the Pride of the Mountains. 
The athletic fee should be disbanded altogether  

• There should not be any more costs placed on the student body for athletics. The entire student 
body is already required to pay a fee for athletics, and the majority of students do not have a 
desire or have the time to attend athletic events. This cost is already unfair to students who are 
unwilling/unable to attend athletic events, and there is no reason to add on this cost to the 
student body. Instead once again, teams should resort to fundraising or asking support from 
sponsees instead of placing this cost on to students who are here focusing on receiving their 
education. 

• The teams here are good for the level the school is, but it doesn't deserve more money. If we 
look at football, they have lost more than they've won and they're supposed to be the larger 
point of income for the school. 

• Athletics don't seem near as important as mental health, if the athletics need more money, sell 
those scooters. 

• This college has drained $30,000 from me within the one and a half years of me being here. 
There is absolutely no reason why I would or should back these fee increases even if I appreciate 
the faculty.  

• This increase in prices is unnecessary and will put myself and many students like me in financial 
jeopardy, negatively impacting our mental health, academic focus, and likelihood of graduation.  

• Only some people at this school are in Athletics, so charge the Athletes more money, not the 
rest of the student body. 

• Why you would raise this, is absolutely beyond me. I suspect this is for the football team and 
seeing that you already raised it for the scooters, this is just insulting. Make them do bake sales 
or maybe start winning more than two games a season. Honestly, if all the things to raise. 

• I am not an athlete nor in any of the organizations listed so why should I pay for this. 
• Outrageous, makes no sense, slap in the face to out of state students. 
• Increase ticket prices to fund athletic events or charge more at concessions. There are plenty of 

ways athletics can support themselves without pushing it onto the students 
• I am not a part of athletics and should not have a fee to begin with. 
• we already pay enough.  
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• They get enough. Im not willing to pay more for the sports teams they already get more than a 
lot of people on campus. Funds should be used to improve CAPS services.  

• Refer to previous statement 
• Why pay more for sports if I don't play or go to them? Do fundraising and other stuff instead of 

forcing students to pay for it. 
• While I understand that these small fee increases are not "a lot" per student per semester 

compared to the very high price that is paid by students already, I find it ridiculous that there be 
an increase in costs for any reason.  Prices to attend (while lower than other schools) are already 
extremely high and taxing on students.  Increasing these prices, even if by a little, will create 
that much more stress on students for services that they may not even see at the end of the 
day.  I feel like the price that is paid is MORE than enough already.  Why not think about 
lowering the price of attendance by this much? 

• If students have no interest in any of the athletics why should they have to pay a fee for them 
• This makes no since, I don’t go to games or use gym facilities  
• Hell no 
• So many funds are already allocated to athletics. This is unecessary. 
• Helll nooo 
• The athletics fee is outrageous considering the number of students that don't play in, go to, or 

support university sporting events. 
• I personally don't care at all about sports and I would much rather pay fees for things that 

actually benefit me. I work any chance I get, I'm a full-time student and I'm involved in a variety 
of organizations within this school, paying for an "athletes fee" really hurts. Majority of college 
students struggle a lot financially during their college experience, having to pay so much each 
semester for this fee is unnecessary and it would really help people financially to not pay for 
fees as such.   

• Our team is not good. It is irritating enough that the football team was all provided with a 
scooter, which is a privilege they abuse. They are inconsiderate to others on campus and do not 
face any consequences. As an honors student, I am here purely for academics, and they get to 
register before me for classes. The football team is provided with lunch before their games and 
get to live in some of the nicest residence halls. Currently we pay $434 a semester for athletics, 
and $48 a semester for athletic facilities. That is the largest fee on my bill, outside of room, 
board, and tuition. When we put so much money in, you would think we were a sports 
institution. There have been numerous times where they have cut students in line, and this is 
being done by athletes from all of the teams on campus. They are rude to their resident 
assistants, they are rude to their classmates, and they are rude to the non-athletes on campus. If 
you would like to fund more scholarships, it should go towards academics and merit 
scholarships. Most athletes on campus do not even end up paying this fee when it is only them 
that benefits from it. It seems incredibly unfair, and it infuriates me that non-athletes are paying 
for a team that always seems to come up short. 

• I'd rather an increase for Healthcare or CAPS than an increase in athletics- they're not 
underfunded. If they need more money, they can do fundraisers.  

• I understand the desire to better support athletics and adjust to inflationary pressures here. 
However, with this increase in fees, every student on this campus will be paying nearly $20 
more a semester (on top of our existing athletics fee!) to support our Division 1 athletes and the 
majority of us will see absolutely no benefits and no changes to our student life. Having a small 
fee increase would be understandable, but most students at WCU aren't willing to fork up 
$17.50 for a meal, let alone just hand that over to our D1 teams. 
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• The Athletic Fee has gone up to $400 since last year and we were not necessarily told on why 
there was such a high increase. I don't think we need to increase this fee no longer. 

• Students should not have to pay for the athletic department's bad mistakes with their funds. For 
example, buying everyone on the football team electric scooters that cost $600 each. 

• Which athletics program needs more money? I personally feel like the athletics already have 
better things then other programs, what have they done to earn more and even better things? 

• I should not have to fund something that I will never ever need to use.  
• We are being asked to pay more in Athletics fees when most of the money typically only goes to 

certain teams.  
• Way too high for something that benefits a small portion of the student population 
• i don’t attend the athletics and i don’t like sports so i shouldn’t have to pay for others to play 

and attend.  
• I don’t think that students who aren’t involved with athletics should have to pay even more 

money to an area of WCU that isn’t relevant to most students. This fee should not increase at 
all, but rather stay the same or decrease. 

• We should not have to pay for athletes to get items like scooters if we are not athletes. 
• This is so unnecessary for the non athletics students and it’s unfair because they’re paying for 

what is not beneficial to them. 
• I do not believe students who are not athletics should have to pay for anything athletic related. 

School is expensive enough. 
• I, along with many other students don’t even use athletics so this fee is pointless 
• No. 
• I should not be expected to pay MORE money to fund programs that do not provide wins and 

represent WCU. I am more than happy to support the marching band, which is an extremely 
successful and well-known program that we can be proud of. However, I am NOT willing to hand 
over more money to a program like the football team that does nothing for our school. 

• Tell us where the money is being used since campus is overrun by players on scholarships with 
gadgets (scooters). 

• I think that if their gonna charge more they should allow another person free entry with your 
student card or something along those lines. 

• No Opinion  
• I find this one questionable.  
• I don’t see why everyone would have to pay the fee if they are not affiliated with sports in any 

wag 
• I have no opinion on the Athletics Fee increase.   
• You are increasing all of these things, but nobody is receiving a pay increase.  How hard do you 

want to make it for the students to get healthcare, and expect us to keep our grades where they 
need to be if you just want us to work harder to afford all of this?  

• I am not an athlete nor do I go to athletic events so I do not like having to spend more money on 
events  

• Cheer gets absolutely no money from the school and no support  
• No comment  
• NA 
• The Athletic fee should not be as much as tuition.  
• Also, entry into athletic events should be voluntary. It is not my job as a student to pay for 

athletes to have scholarships. I want to pay for my education only. It is the job of donors like the 
ones I have to apply for to pay for scholarships.  
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• I do not support this because I don’t want to pay for another students tuition or scholarships. I 
am going through enough trouble to pay my own, why do I want to pry someone else’s just 
because they are good at a sport. Maybe ask the many donors that the school has, not students.  

• only a fraction of the population would use these 
• I am against the increase in the athletic fee. 1 the athletes need to be humbled not all of them, 

but most of them. Thinking its okay to skip the line even though people have been waiting 
30mins for lunch already. Also not having manners. 2 now that the NCAA has said that athletes 
are now aloud to get paid for interviews, selling shirts with their number on them, and so on and 
so forth. Now there are athletes who are getting a full ride or a partial full ride and getting paid 
at the same time and it isn't right for the common student here at Western that are already in 
student loan debt to keep on having to pay more to fund the athletes.  

• I don't agree with it, they have enough. 
• I understand that lower level teams don’t make as much money as SEC and ACC teams, but the 

current athletic fee is quite ridiculous. I fully support our WCU athletics but I don’t believe it’s 
fair to make so many students bear the burden of athletic spending when we don’t reap many 
benefits in return. 

• overall struggling with payments, do not want raised costs 
• For athletes only  
• I'm not sure why this is necessary. 
• DIsgusted 
• Not a huge fan, but I am aware that the athletic programs at WCU need some improvement. 

There are however more ways of increasing funding than imposing this on the entire student 
body, and I'd look more at potentially shifting the burden of funding onto people who are 
interested in this very optional set of activities. 

• Not all students are athletes 
• I only go to football games so there's no point in charging us more when a lot of students aren't 

into the games like that 
• okay 
• N/A 
• If we give them more funding, their records should be better. Why is the school sponsoring 

things for the teams if the teams are not representing WCU well? 
• I don't attend any of the athletics events, so this seems not needed for my interest. 
• Should not increase 
• I don’t use it  
• As I recall, last year when this fee was increased the student body was told that this would be 

the last time that the athletic fee was to be increased. An increase of this amount is outrageous 
and is not acceptable. We don't have a very competitive athletic department compared to 
schools in our division. The disdain for an increase in this fee from the whole student population 
should be alarming to our school leaders. Last year we were told that the increase in the athletic 
fee would go to much-needed upgrades in Ramsey. However, it seems that we actually paid for 
the scooters for football players to ride around on and leave in inconvenient spots all across 
campus. These scooters pose dangers, not only to students walking on campus, nearly getting 
hit by people excessively speeding on the scooters but also a violation of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act as these students will leave these scooters in the middle of a doorway. The 
athletic fee increase from last year should've been used more wisely and should have been used 
to upgrade and fix the health and safety hazards that are in Ramsey. Students should not have 
to foot bill for athletes' electric scooters. The majority of the student population is very much 
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opposed to this increase. If we want to remain one of the "most affordable" universities in 
North Carolina, the fee increases need to be put to an end.  

• As an athlete myself being an athlete is hard enough why charge us for our hard work  
• N/A 
• they dont need more scooters xoxo 
• I’m no athlete if y’all want them here then step up and do something about it done punish them 

non athletes just to make to school with sports we suck at almost all the sports so why non 
athletes should not pay so they can lose and take our money.  

• Why the increase? 
• No 
• To have a yearly sports fee, one time for unlimited sports, all seasons, seems reasonable to keep 

facilities open for practice and games. 
• many students are not involved with athletics. Take the football players their scooters away 
• Why??? Why is it so much  
• I do not think activity fees should get raised when our fees go to the football team to buy them 

scooters. If you can go buy them scooters then maybe you need to rethink where you spend 
your money. 

• A lot of these d1 players walk around campus like they own the place and lose all the time.  They 
should earn the money by getting better and lowering their ego. 

• athletics are already insanely expensive as it is, maybe more fundraisers are a better option 
thank raising the price for students 

• An even worse idea than the previous two. If I knew my money would be going to scholarships 
for 'student athletes' instead of something that actually leads to a direct contribution to the 
general student population on campus then maybe I wouldn't consider just shooting myself in 
the foot to save myself the time. 

• I do not agree with the proposed athletics fee increase.  
• I am not on a team, I do not go to games, I do not to fund football players that knock people 

over on their scooters on the sidewalk, and harass people over the summer in Noble.  
• NO, I can't afford it and I don't utilize any athletics as it is. 
• Students need to be aware of what the athletics fee is actually going to. Forcing students to pay 

for something that might not even support them is not beneficial. Instead of raising fees for 
athletics for lots of students who aren’t even athletes, there needs to be a fundraiser every 
semester for athletes instead of charging students extra money.  

• Are athletics required for any part of the school? Do we absolutely need to have an expensive 
sports team? Are any of our teams (at least the ones that get large portions of funding) actually 
any good? No on all of those. I do not want to spend any money on athletics, especially when it's 
not something applicable to the majority of the campus. To use anecdotal evidence, it is 
commonly known that people go to the WCU football games for the halftime show. The band is 
amazing, nobody in their right mind here cares about this school's sports. We are not Clemson. 
We are not NC State. We are WCU. 

• The student-athletes should pay the fee, not students who are not even athletes.   
• I do not participate in or benefit from the athletics department. Plus our football team is subpar. 

I don’t want to pay for another fleet of electric scooters for the football team.  
• You’re kidding me right!? Like this has to be a joke! The athletics at this school are not good 

enough to raise the fee. Especially after the fee has already been raised. I can barley afford to 
send myself to college. Let alone and athlete from another state who sucks. This school is a joke. 
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You want to put athletics through college then YOU do it! Don’t put it on me and other 
struggling college students. Pathetic ðŸ™„ 

• The athletics department needs better athletes and trainers, something that money cannot buy. 
You cannot buy skill, you have the earn it through better relationships and actually winning for 
once. No amount of money will replace WCU's ugly athletic record these past few years. 
Students in high school aren't going to pick Catamount athletics because of the money dumped 
into it, they're going to pick it based on the performance of the school and the personal 
relations they build with coaches and trainers. I think this has less to do with salary and more to 
do with making sure the people you hire are likable individuals and the people you keep around 
aren't just generally bad folks to be around.  

• '- Athletics should not be played by those who have nothing to do with them other than attend 
the university and get their degree. If athletes must acquire more money it should come from 
fundraising and boosters, not from college students who pay their own tuition, fees, living 
exopenses. 

• I enjoy sports but they're always highly funded when there are more important areas to fund 
that directly affect all students, and not just a handful. 

• may discourage students will financial need to participate 
• It is hard for students to afford tuition and all the fees already. This will add up and can hurt 

many students.  
• As a non-student athlete, I should not have to fund something that means absolutely nothing to 

me. Athletics does not directly affect me or have any kind of standing in my life and college is 
already expensive enough. 

• Dont need to be increased 
• After hearing what a lot of students are saying, I think it would be great to lay out what exactly 

the money is going towards. A lot of the football kids mention that our money went to them 
getting scooters. Whether this is true or not I think the students would rather have facts 
clarified.  

• Not as appropriate if one does not participate in athletics  
• no 
• To raise additional money for the athletics department, charge students a nominal fee, such as 

$1.00, for event entrance tickets instead of comping the student tickets. Most students 
interested in sports wouldn't think twice about a $1.00 charge to see a game, but to push that 
expense onto those who don't participate seems unfair. 

• The Athletic Fee is a little steep but considering students get free/reduced cost tickets to games 
I can understand the inclusion of the fee when receiving no revenue off the students attending 
sports games. 

• I don't have an interest in sports, dislike that there are students here who come here just 
because of a sport, and I believe that an university should focus on education. I, however, 
understand that it is entertainment and athletes deserve their space and ability to enjoy their 
sports, I just do not feel okay with my money going to that. 

• Why do we have to pay more for teams that suck. Also, they already got scooters, what more do 
they need? Hoverboards?  

• I'm not an athletic person, so why would I want to pay more money for something I am not 
using? 

• I don't feel that I have the place to comment on this as I do not like sports and don't feel that 
the increase would benefit me.  

• I do not want my money to go to the joke called greek life.  
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• Absolutely not, the athletics program already scrambles enough money from us. 
• Why should I have to pay for something I am not a part of??? Maybe when our school becomes 

a winning school, but we are trash. 
• WHY JUST WHY 
• No 
• No 
• Again not being a big participant it’s not fair to make me pay- just charge more to those that 

want to attend.  
• I never Attend any sports games so I shouldn't Have to pay let alone increase in pay.  
• I don't want my money paying for other students to earn athletic scholarships. I don't know of 

any other scholarships paid for by students, and it seems unfair toward all non-athletes.  
• The student/recreational pool needs to greatly be renovated. While I was training for an 

ironman triathlon, the quality was to poor for my comfort. This pressured me to swim in lake 
Glenville. 

• For the ones that use this service it seems to be fair compared to others who don’t  
• if we aren’t in athletics we shouldn’t  pay  
• No 
• I was supportive of this proposal until it stated that this would increase and help with 

scholarships and other involved things in the athletic department. While all students have the 
ability to go out and support our sports teams not all have the ability to play on our competitive 
sports teams. Therefore I do not think that it is the student bodies responsibility to pay an 
increase if that money is going for things such as scholarships for the athletic department. As I 
said above I support our sports teams and attend all events I can. But I feel that for scholarships 
within the athletic department should come from funding that the athletic department raises 
because as I said before NOT ALL STUDENTS GET THE CHANCE TO PLAY IN DIVISION 1 SPORTS. 
Therefore they shouldn’t have to pay for those who do get scouted and get the ability to play.  

• i’m not an athlete or anything close, and i don’t really follow them. i don’t want my money going 
to that 

• Seriously the athletics here get away with everything they definitely don’t need no more money.  
• Why does WCU feel the need to increase an athletics fee when there are so many things that 

need attention?? The lighting on campus is horrible and makes it scary to walk at night and the 
parking is bad for what we MUST pay, to name a few. 

• I don’t feel that western needs to be spending more money on an already well funded program. 
If students are paying more for fees, I feel that that should be for things like more parking, as 
that has been a big issue this year, or better cafeteria food. These are things that students are 
required to utilize, so if we are paying more, all students should be able to reap the benefits, not 
just those associated with D1 athletics. 

• I have never been to a single game on campus 
• No more Athletics fees. The fee is more than enough as is. I'd even argue that that the athletics 

fee should decrease. My hard earned money should NOT have bought everybody fancy 
scooters. That is ridiculous.  

• Those involved in athletics can contribute. Personally, I'm attending WCU because I didn't want 
to be at a school that's focused more on it's athletes than other students. For the students who 
didn't attend Western for the sake of sports, and are here to get a degree, go to classes, and 
leave, we shouldn't have to contribute to sports and training. As with the above fee- they can 
carry their own weight. I'm not attending university just to pay for someone else's heyday. Let 
everyone pay for the things they're participating in.  
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• I don't have any opinion on athletics due to my disinterest in athletics. 
• n/a 
• Why is this one more expensive than health services? 
• I am using the gym l, so I think it is good if it will be improved  
• With the fees already being increased last year, I feel as if other programs such as, Stage and 

Screen, deserve this funding to increase equality across all programs.  
• A lot of students are not apart of the athletics program and the amount we already pay towards 

them is unfair to those students. They have enough money as is. 
• I’m absolutely against the increase in athletics fee, the program is already overfunded. Members 

of the athletics teams should have to front their own money for the equipment they need every 
year. I’m tired of paying fees for something I will never participate in, and fees that purchase 
things like motorized scooters for their members. Athletics should be like every other institution 
at this school where those participating pay a fee. 

• Talk about managing money better. How much money can a school funnel into a program that 
so many people do not seem to give a shit about. The $12.50 is not going to be the end of the 
world, but this $17.50 is laughable and almost insulting. Rumor has it the new football coach got 
a $6mil contract. Congratulations, after all that money WCU has the best win-loss of my 4 
football seasons of enrollment: 5-5. It took 4 seasons and God knows how much money, but we 
finally do not have a losing record. I wonder if that will change on the 19th. Our band is the 
obvious draw for the games, but this $17.50 is not for them. It seems to me that more people 
have fun at the tailgates. I like that athletes can come to our school and get their college 
experience like the rest of us, but I would rather you guys take the thousands and thousands I 
already give you and let my keep my measly $17.  

• Are you really going to give more money for athletes when who actually gives prestige to the 
university is POTM? Give more money to POTM!!! 

• For most students at WCU, athletics is simply a form of entertainment, and entertainment that 
many students don't even use. Sure, it may develop a sense of pride in their school for some 
students, but certainly not everyone. The funding for athletics current students are paying is 
primarily going towards developing and expanding the athletics department in the future. It is 
simply unfair for students to be required to fund developments in the athletics program that 
most of them won't see in their time at WCU. WCU should look to stop exploiting the pockets of 
their current students and seek funding elsewhere. I'm sure many current WCU students will be 
more than happy to support the program once they are alumni. 

• I don't believe that if someone is not going to benefit from the athletics program or has very 
little interest in it. Then it shouldn't be increased. The other two fees can help all 
Students. Not just the athletes.  

• Now I have a problem with this. Games aren’t even free to go to, and yet we pay so much for 
what? A team that I am so severely disinterested in. If I had a choice to, I wouldn’t pay for 
athletics all together. Additionally if this is to pay for the electric scooters myself and all of my 
collages have nearly been hit by them MULTIPLE TIMES A DAY. They keep getting ridden in dorm 
halls at alarming rates. Why didn’t they ask students how they would feel before just buying a 
bunch of scooters? It’s going to be inevitable that someone will get hurt. 

• as a non-athlete, i don’t fancy paying 300$+ to fund the team.  
• The only thing I use is the CRC so I play no part in the athletic program 
• Stupid  
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• I think athletics fees should only be charge to those who are part of it. The increase is insanely 
high taking in count all the loyalty that athletic already has. I have seen people get away with 
sexual assault just because they are and athlete so no. This increase is ridiculous  

• Funding athletics is very important to the success of the school. Creating more opportunities for 
revenue and creating a better sports program overall potentially attracting new students and an 
increase in our athletic success which in turn would bring tremendous success to our academics 
as well. I personally feel as if money is often spent horribly by those in charge.  

• I think that only people in athletics programs should pay this fee as well. 
• i would maybe be more supportive if our teams consistently won, but that much of an increase 

for them to lose isn’t worth it 
• Please see above. 
• I do not want to pay more money for something I will not use.  
• I am not in support of the alethic increase at all. A very large percentage of the student 

population is not student athletes, nor did they come to western to be a college athlete. I really 
really care about my college education, and I want to pursue my major, athletics have nothing to 
do with my major and I am not someone who plans to use any of the athletic facilities as my 
focus is on studying and working on improving my educational skills. As a non-athlete I shouldn't 
have to be penalized for athletes, especially when athletes and athletics get way too much 
funding in general that could be better used in more creative areas that need and deserve 
funding like music, theatre, and art.  

• Not supportive since they already have gotten an increase to where they can get scooters. The 
last time I went to spring sporting events, barely anyone showed up which doesn't make sense 
to increase funding when they already are doing well off. 

• Absolutely not!! I have almost gotten hit by scooters too many times. Football players are 
always mean and never pay attention in class.  

• I have no opinion on that because I don't know much about the athletic department and don't 
care that much.  

• I feel that the money put into this would be put to better use elsewhere, such as the health fee 
since everyone get's sick, but not everyone chooses to participate/be involved with athletics. 

• Never use 
• not supportive AT ALL. the athletics already bring the school more than enough money in. 
• Not everyone is involved in athletics, some of us may never go to a game or join any team. This 

is unfair for those people to have to pay athletic fees for something they have nothing to do 
with.  

• I do not attend sports events often, and even though I understand the support for athletes, I 
wish the fee was an option because, from what I have seen, i feel the price has been used for 
other things not specific to the sports  

• Not supportive.  
• Not supportive 
• A good amount of students don’t go to games and aren’t on the teams so I think a pay increase 

is pointless  
• I just feel like we should do a little better before we start increasing fees 
• I did a small survey on my hall floor to see how many students go to these events. Only around a 

quarter of the residents on my floor have or plan to go to 3 or more games on my floor. I am 
tired of paying an athletics fee when I don't plan to attend any of these games. There should be 
a different system in place to raise money for the sports department instead of forcing us to pay 
an unnecessary fee for our education that is ridiculously expensive.   
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• no 
• I think these fees should only pertain to athletes not all the students 
• No  
• The athletics should have more profit from charging for parking I don’t see why they need more 

money from us too.  
• Athletic students, football, basketball,, ect., Shouldn't be charged when they are representing 

our school in, hopefully, a positive manor. Charging them money to do what they are passionate 
about doesn't help. It sorry limits those students who are playing do are strained financially. 

• No 
• I do not think the Athletics department needs that much more money from me as a student who 

is not involved in athletics or participates in athletic events as a spectator.  
• We already more than enough for this fee. It sounds like you guys want to buy electric scooters 

for the rest of the football team. Maybe if the money went towards undervalued teams like the 
women's basketball, volleyball or soccer team, then maybe we would consider paying the extra. 
But it is not fair that we as students feel like our money is being given towards something 
useless like electric scooters. Make them walk like everyone else on this campus.  

• Unfair plus no good  
• No. 
• I think that the athletics at WCU need do be better funded, but it does not benefit the students 

directly who are not involved in sports. I feel like the support for athletics should come from 
donors or outside organizations.  

• In the description is basically said everything was to benefit the athletes. I am not a athlete 
therefore I should not have to increase in pay for things that only help them. This fee does not 
help me attend athletic events in any way.  

• I think the money could be used better in other areas 
• If the school has enough money the provide a loosing football team the motorized scooters then 

they have more than  
• none 
• i do not understand this fee and cannot comment on it 
• Do not raise 
• Students athletes shouldn’t have to pay extra even if they are on full scholarship 
• na 
• Absolutely not. Put that money into health services y’all already have enough. 
• Why? Our Athletics Fees are substantial enough in my opinion. I feel as though an increase in 

fees could be better allotted to a resource that applies to ALL students--not just athletes. I don't 
pay to go to school for athletics--I am here for my education. I don't see it reasonable to 
increase the athletics fees when fees could be allotted to other areas in which more students--
not just a few in athletics--benefit.  

• as a non-athlete student who gets nothing out of already paying nearly 300$ in athletic fees, no 
thank you. unless these fees also pay for things like CRC, i don’t understand why i even have to 
pay them.  

• Absolutely not. I can’t even get tickets free for games. What’s the point of paying for a team I 
don’t care about? I wish this were optional as I’m not here to watch a bunch of boys meander 
around and throw balls at eachother. Along with this I’m so glad I have to pay for the sports 
teams to have scooters to almost get hit atleast 10 times. They USE THEM IN THE DORM HALLS. 
WHY would I be forced to pay to almost get injured nearly every day. Nonsense. 
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Planning to Commute Next Year 
• After seeing that this money just goes towards giving athletes scooters and how they can’t be 

responsible with them I do not agree with any fee increase if it is not going to go towards a 
better cause. 

• All students do not go to athletic events, so they should not have to pay if they don’t even go 
• Already pay enough. It's a substantial part of the cost with many people not having anything to 

do with it. 
• Another scholarship for the football players so they can spend it on a scooter? Focus on 

providing better aid for lower income students.  
• As a non-student athlete, I do not feel that this fee increase has any benefit for me.  
• Athletics is one of the most expensive things we already pay for and athletes are already treated 

way better than other students so I don’t think they need anymore special treatment. Especially 
when they don’t even win.  

• Athletics receives more fees out of all departments and it's unjust. If an increase for Athletics is 
proposed then a program to increase their GPAs should also be implemented since data can 
show they're not adequate enough. WCU should give more aid to departments in critical need 
which show their importance towards student academic success  

• Athletics shouldn’t be taking out of non-athlete’s tuition. Why should I be paying for another 
student’s (athlete’s) tuition when I can barely afford my own.  

• definitely does not need any more funding, at least not as much as you are advertising  
• I believe that this is unnecessary and other issues should be more of a priority. Just this year, we 

saw an increase in the athletic fee. Many students (including myself) were frustrated to see that 
the extra money was used to fund scooters for athletes. If there were to be an increase in 
student fees, students deserve the respect to know how that money is being used and for that 
money to be used in a way that productively benefits the school and students. The increase in 
the fees last year could have gone to increasing accessibility for disabled students or funding for 
the understaffed CAPS program. These examples are issues that WCU students collectively agree 
need to be addressed; however, they are neglected in favor of providing scooters for athletes.   

• I do not believe students who are not athletes or are involved in athletics should have to pay the 
fee. I understand athletics are a huge part of college, but it is unfair for students like me who do 
not go to football games/are not involved in athletics to pay. 

• I do not support an increased athletics fee because I feel that the money would be better spent 
elsewhere. The recent increase in athletics fee seemed to be used for unnecessary things such 
as electric scooters and i would not want my money to go towards that kind of thing again.  

• I do not think we should have an athletics fee increase. The athletics fee has been increased 
already this past year, rumors say this is due to the football team receiving scooters. The 
athletics department receives ample attention and funding as is.  

• I do not want to pay for other students athletic fees and charges because I am not a student 
athlete and have never benefited from any athletics program up to this point. 

• I don’t participate in athletics.  
• I don't ever use the gym or go to games why increase it to those who never use them.  
• I feel like their has been too many unnecessary fee increases dealing with Athletics. WCU is 

becoming hard to pay for despite having 500 dollar tuition because of all of the fees. 
• I feel like we give enough money as-is to not have winning teams in the SoCon.  
• i have nothing to do with sports stop making me pay for it  
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• I see the athletics fee increase as not applicable to the student body at large, in contrast to the 
health and activities increases, the athletics institutions are not utilized by the whole of the 
student body, but rather a much smaller portion of the populace. 

• I should not have to pay for someone else's scholarship, I struggle enough on my own paying for 
school. I am not part of the athletics program, athletic fees should apply to those who willingly 
chose to be apart of our athletic program. I have not chosen to do so.  

• I think it's too high already. As someone who does not attend any athletic events, I do not see 
why I should have to pay a fee period, much less a higher fee. 

• I think the band should get a portion of the Athletics Fee and I believe they should go toward 
cheer and dance team as well 

• I want to know that the money is distributed across all sports.  
• I’m tired of paying for their scooters and the fee is already to high, it’s the most expensive fee. 

The students shouldn’t have to pay for athletics.  
• Increasing the athletics budget only creates more student resentment regarding the sports team 

on campus. If the university wants students to support the teams more, it would be best not to 
put even more fees (above the already large sum) on students that are already struggling with 
paying their way through college. 

• It does not need to be increased any more. 
• It is stupid we have to pay for athletics programs and scholarships for athletes when our 

athletes cannot even win majority of the games. WCU has beyond enough money to fund these 
changes and it is insane the athletic fee will be raised for the 2nd year in a row.  

• Its already too much 
• Like many other students, I don’t attend enough games to justify the almost $500 athletic fee. 

Even though admittance into games is “free” for students, we are paying for it, just not at the 
gate. I don’t like not having a choice in paying an athletic fee. It is ridiculous that I pay almost 
$500 for something that I don’t even use and that I have no say in 

• Many students who attend WCU struggle financially despite their parents being listed as legal 
guardians. By giving more money to a program that already gives out so many scholarships, it 
may hurt the students who succeed academically and truly need a scholarship to be able to 
attend school. The financial aid department also controls how much money students can get 
from external loans, which ends up forcinng some students to drop out or work more than the 
legal 20 hours per week because the financial aid department said they don't need as much 
money. There are students suffering and barely making by because they are working 4 part-time 
jobs and can't get a scholarship. For students who are still supported by their parents, not just 
on paper but legitimately, they should not get a scholarship for playing a sport over the students 
who need a scholarship to remain in school. 

• Maybe if they did not suck raising the fee would make sense. However they suck and no one 
wants to watch it  

• Nah, they got scooters this year.  
• NO INCREASE!!!!!!!! 
• No reason for increase in athletics fee. We just had an increase not to long ago 
• No. 
• Not everyone goes to games or attend athletic fees and for it to increase almost $20 EVERY 

semester is insane. That is money that is going to something that isn’t prone to everyone  
• Our athletics should not receive as much funding as they do. Our academic buildings deserve 

more funding rather than the athletic teams.  
• Please no. We are horrible and increasing funding will not help that.  
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• Sports haven’t been something I’ve really been interested in my whole time I’ve been at WCU 
and I don’t really want to throw even more money away.  

• The Athletic Fee should not be increased for non-athlete students.  
• The Athletics Fee is already quite high, and it appears that the money is being spent on 

unnecessary things, such as electric scooters. 
• The athletics fund should go towards maintenance of facilities and  scholarships  not excessive 

spending on scooters and non necessary costs.  
• The Football team does not need more scooters. 
• The proposed athletics fee is ridiculous for those who do not participate in athletics. There 

should be fees for athletics only, not those who have no part in them.  
• There is already enough funds going towards this area 
• These fees should be more impactful to the students who utilize these services. 
• They are not good 
• They don’t need more scooters they can walk like the rest of the students on campus. 
• they get enough. focus on the art budget :) 
• This doesn’t affect me so why is my tuition increasing  
• This is silly 
• We already pay so much for the athletic fees, increasing this more just makes this school 

unaffordable 
• We don’t need more scooters. 
• We don't need anymore money poured into the athletics, maybe we should work on student 

parking and wifi and things we actually use. Students don't even go to the games we host. 
• We gave them a substantial increase last year. Per the charts online with how much revenue 

sports already bring it, take the money from the coaches. They make more than enough.  
• Westerns athletics program already has a very large budget for money that comes into their 

programs after working the concessions and being at multiple different games the amount of 
money that comes in and out of the athletics programs is already more than enough to be 
sustainable much less to have extra money for things such as new uniforms etc .. but for 
average students we pay so much money out of our own money like me I work full time to pay 
for my education why should I every single year that I am here have to put even more money 
into athletics and it does not directly impact the vast majority of students it is outrageous the 
other changes would be productive but this one would not be for anyone but the programs they 
go into also with the fact that one of the coaches is the second highest paid employee at this 
university it almost feels as if this school focuses on an athletic program that does not do very 
well rather than providing quality education for the students here that money could be used to 
renovate the dining hall or educational buildings such as McKee which the student body has 
been asking for, for years now this in my opinion would not be a positive productive change to 
use student fees for  

• What exactly is 17.50 per student going tl do specifically? I think we're honestly pumping too 
much money into this. 

• Why am I paying so much money for teams that barely even make going to an event worth my 
time? Like be for real, the football team isn’t worth the menu put into them when it could go 
towards things like improving the food services or parking situation on campus.  

• Why are we funding athletics when it's something most of us could not care less about? We 
already paid a ton in athletics fees and what was the money spent on? Nothing that would 
benefit the population at WCU, but something that serves as a general nuisance.  



Page 95 of 258 
 

• Why do I as a non student athlete or athletic watcher have to pay for their equipment. Mack 
them pay for it.  

• Why do they need more money when we continue to lose? 
• Why is it freaking 800$ on tuition and i’m not even an athlete 
• Why should I have to pay for other people's athletics when it does nothing to further me or my 

education? For me it's like throwing money in the trash. 
• You’re an institution of education, invest more in parking and education. Athletics gets funded 

enough. 
• Let’s win.  
• Again!? For what, better scooter for the sports team?? Let’s fund the program that actually 

matter at this institution instead 
• It is unreasonable also as not every student is involved with athletics, instead make the ones 

that are pay for it. Most students are not apart of it.  
• The athletics teams at this school aren’t good so why are we funding more money when they’re 

not going to perform well? When all teams perform well maybe people will donate towards 
that. 

• I shouldn’t have to pay for athletes to go to school here. Maybe if we had excelling athletes and 
coaches things would be different, but our school athletic teams can barely win games. I 
shouldn’t go into more debt so that athletes can go to school for free/at a lower cost than the 
rest of students. 

• Why do they increase every year? Yet less people go to the games because 1 our football team 
is not worth even going to the game, hit the tailgate then leave and the rest of the sports no one 
makes them seem important and I never have time to go to games that are during the week  

• I do not participate in athletics, increase fees for those who do participate  
• I am not an athlete here at Western I should not have to pay more just for them. Football makes 

plenty of money.  
• The fund have been used to give football players these scooters which are incredibly dangerous 

because of the way the ride them I was hit by a football player while I was at the cross walk and 
he told me it was my fault they are incredibly irresponsible while them.  

• They're not our main money maker anyways. Bring in more money from selling tickets before 
you take it from students 

• They get enough money 
• The athletics fee is already fairly high and I don’t think it should be increased. The fees I paid for 

bought scooters which I think is unnecessary.  
• We aren’t good enough to be asking for more money.  
• No, the sports teams need to improve and bring in there own money if they want more  
• Would rather have POTM have this money over athletics despite what I said in previous 

comment.   
• Athletics suck.  
• Not all student are into athletics, not fair to the nerds.  
• Not paying for something i don’t go to. 
• I think the athletics fee shouldn’t be put on students who commute for one or two classes a 

semester and are non-traditional 
• Not everyone's responsibility 
• I do not think the athletic community needs any more money, from students who are not 

involved in WCU athletics. 
• To high of an increase without any benefit 



Page 96 of 258 
 

• Not supportive unless our sports get better  
• We should decrease spending on sports and focus more on academics. Our football team is 

garbage, stop pumping money into their scooters they are not supposed to be using on 
sidewalks. 

• I have never agreed with this fee in general, but I do not agree with having to pay more than the 
$434 i’m already forced to pay. It is not right for me to fund scholarships for other students. 
That $434 could pay for my education which is by far more important to me than a football or 
soccer player. 

• Last year the Athletics fee was raised in order to get the Football stadium to comply with ADA 
standards, a noble cause. After this change was made you can imagine my dismay when I came 
to school this fall to find out that all the football players received electric scooters to ride around 
campus. This year I have been almost hit three separate times by those scooters. I am not going 
to be scammed into giving the athletics more funding and see money mismanaged again and 
see another unnecessary give away for students that are supposed to stay physically fit. If the 
athletics department needs the money, they should fundraise and reach out to businesses for 
sponsorship. 

• Bad idea 
• Extremely unnecessary  
• Cut funding elsewhere.  
• Athletics teams will have no support at games 
• how do you sleep at night knowing you’re robbing poor college students out of more money  
• Don’t need to increase  
• All of our teams are pretty trash. There's no good reason as to why we're paying for their stuff. 

How do I get reimbursed for those scooters all the football players have? 
• dont want it  
• DONT 
• Our football team is ass, they do not need more money, give it to health and psychological 

services. 
• Not all students choose to attend athletic events. Those that do attend sporting events don't 

attend every home event. An increase in this fee is unfair to students.  
• Fair 
• ABSOLUTELY UNSUPPORTED. The fees are EXHORBITANT as they are, especially for those that 

do not choose to participate, yet they MUST pay these fees regardless. 
• I think they get enough support. How about money for clubs 
• Put more money into the every day student not football players who cut the food lines  
• Waste of funds, athletics needs to find other ways to get money. 
• Absolutely not. Fees are high enough, and it is so sad that this fee is higher than the Health Fee, 

more funds should be put there not here. Y'all threw away money by buying the football team 
those annoying scooters and that isn't our fault. Athletics should not be so important to this 
school, fund more health and arts instead of athletics.  

• Unless all the sports teams magically become national champs, absolutely not.  
• Absolutely not. We already pay so much for athletics for teams to not even be worth the money. 

Everyone goes to the tailgates and either leaves or stays until half time for POTM.  
• Charge students a small fee for their athletic tickets or charge student athletes, not everyone 

people who don't even go to games 
• An increase in athletics fees is not fair. I, a student that is academically focused, should not have 

to have an increase in fees to help pay for someone else's college just because they can play a 
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sport. Maybe the university should consider a scholarship fee where the money will go towards 
education rather than persuading someone to play sports at WCU.  

• Many students do not attend sporting events nor are they on the teams. Many will receive no 
benefit from this increase. 

• Our athletics department is not really that good at doing the sports that they play for so why 
should I give them more money? 

• Should not have to increase this fee if one doesn’t participate  
• Our facilities are terrible compared to other schools & football plays a power 5 school every year 

to help with funds so a small fee from students who get free entry to games is fair 
• FOOTBALL PLAYERS DONT NEED SCOOTERS. ENOUGH SAID. REALLOCATE THE MONEY FOR 

ATHLETICS IN SPORTS BESIDES FOOTBALL.  
• Hurts students later in life when having to pay student loans because of increased prices. 
• Students who are not in athletics should not have to pay additional fees for them 
• I don’t agree with this increase because I’m not in a sport nor do I participate in going to games. 

I also believe that it’s archaic for WCU to give money to programs like these when they could be 
giving more attention to curriculums that have gained more interest like anthropology and other 
sciences of which are more likely to gather professional attention rather than the all famous 
under age drinking tailgates that occur at football games. I highly recommend taking a better 
look at students recommendations for options in majors that need support from the school now 
before losing 100s of student to school that is our only option when most of us rather stay here . 

• I think this is not necessary because by giving more money to this department this will not be 
benefiting the entire student body, but one specific section that already receives money and 
gifts through sponsorships and alumni.  

• I believe this should be waived for I personally have not attended as many games as I have 
wished to.  

• No comment 
• I dont even go to the games so why should i be charged 
• Absolutely not. This fee is already outrageously expensive, and most of us never go to football or 

any other games. We pay too much for something most of us never use. I have been here for 
three years and no one I have ever met is excited to go to a weekend football game. Most of us 
have too much homework even to consider attending these events. It's ridiculous.  

• I disagree with a price increase. 
• I do not have the money or finical aid to pay for this.  
• I am not an athlete and do not attend any games I think yall get your money from concessions 

and I should not be charged.   
• I don’t even believe I should have to pay an athletic fee considering I’m not in any athletic 

organizations . 
• I personally would rather spend my money with something else and I honestly don’t see a valid 

reason to be charged more. 
• Our sports teams aren't outstanding in any way. I'd rather pay a band fee than pay a $400+ for 

losing teams and privileged students 
• The athletics department gets so much more of our tuition and fees already. Letting them 

budget and not get near gear and new gifts on our dime I think is fair.  
• I have never even used this Service and I still have to pay for it. Fee increases for a service I do 

not use are not justifiable. 
• This I am not at all in support of and I can guarantee nobody but the student athletes are in 

favor of this. Although we love our student athletes we do not deserve an increase in our fees 
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for scholarships for them etc. What are we paying for? The football teams scooters? We can’t 
even have skateboards on campus but each of them can have an electric scooter? They don’t 
deserve different treatment just because they are student athletes. We all got into Western 
Carolina, in fact they get more help just because they are good at a sport. It is unfair. Provide 
scooters to rent for all of campus and maybe that would be a different story. Provide the band 
with some scooters perhaps?  

• I do not use many of the facilities and am paying for nothing. 
• I am a part time waiter and can't afford it. 
• Not really for this. Nearly $20 per student may look small but that is an insane amount of 

money. I know athletics is important to the school, but you said the money was going to faculty 
and staff but no mention at all of the teachers and service people that are the blood of this 
campus. Maybe accept more deals to lose football games. 

• This money could be used to make more parking for commuters or something else. Students 
shouldn’t have to pay for the scholarships of the athletes  

• The way that this money is being used needs to be openly stated in more detail. If this 
department needs more money then it either needs to specify the specific need and the amount 
required for that need or it needs to gather funds from voluntary parties through alternative 
methods.  

• Crosscountry and track deserves a raise in there funding so some money better go to them  
• I don’t believe I should pay any athletic fee since I’m not an athlete and we don’t really win too 

much, but I feel like we shouldn’t be paying for items such as scooters for football players. 
• I don't think this should be increased because yes we are not paying to get in to games but we 

shouldn't be paying for things that we are not using or a part of. Not being part of a team, I 
don't think I personally should have to pay for an athlete to be an athlete. 

• I am biased on this since I work with them  
• I don't have an opinion because I don't involve myself in sports. 
• I personally work full time, am a full time student, involved in an internship and research. I have 

spent my last 4 years devoted to my education and grades. Out of the last 4 years, I’ve used the 
gym once, and I have not had time to be involved in related student activities. I honestly don’t 
think it’s fair to need to pay even more for programs and resources that I have not, and do not 
utilize. Especially when I already work very hard to pay for my schooling, rent, and related costs. 
It’s very hard for a student as is who does not receive financial help from family.  

• There was an increase and I havent seen much changes, I think we have alot of donors that give 
and spend alot of money & I just dont believe the money is going to the right places. 

• Low fee  
• GIVE IT TO THE BAND not the scooters  
• I have roommates that work for athletics and I have heard of all the budget cuts that are going 

on and I think it is important for athletics to have proper funding.  
• Same thing what I said for the student activities fee 
• This is the highest increase and it is ridiculous. Scholarships for athletes is not my job to pay for, 

there is hardly money for scholarships that aren’t athletes. Why do they continue to get all the 
money and the most funding. I don’t even go to athletic games because it isn’t anything I’m 
interested in. An increase in fees for sports isn’t on me, how about less scholarships and let 
them pay for what they are doing the same way the marching band students pay $500 to 
participate.  

• WHY AM I PAYING FOR YOUR STUPID SPORTS TEAM?! They do not represent where I want my 
money to go. 
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• NO. They got free ELECTRIC scooters this year with our money. Shouldn't they be walking to stay 
active? It is absolutely ridiculous. I refuse to support the athletics department if this is how they 
are choosing to spend our money. It is irresponsible and feels like a kick in the teeth. My retired 
father does not pay for my out-of-state tuition out of his 401k so the athletic kids (all on 
scholarship) get free expensive electric scooters. It is unbelievably offensive. 

• We pay enough for athletics already and our sports suck. They don’t need anymore of our 
money. The athletic department also buys teams useless stuff like scooters 

• I am NOT in support of this because Athletics Fees already takes a big portion of financial aid so I 
do not support even more being taken out.  

• I do not play athletics why would I bear the responsibility of their fees? It is disturbing that the 
players already have preferential treatment with things like picking courses, and being excused 
for 1/3 of the semester. It seems that should be funded from the scholarships the broad number 
of them have received. Not the individuals attending school going into debt to afford their 
tuition.  

• If a person doesn't use the services they still are paying for things thay aren't being used. 
Especially if you live off campus. 

• I would rather pay discounted admissions to games than increase fees, I don't get very many 
chances to attend so it wouldn't be worth it for me.  

• not an athlete so why should I pay, just for them to have a free skooter and them being rude 
about it 

• We just increased these last year, so unless I get the reasoning to why, I do not support the 
increase. 

• I don't really care. 
• They get enough money as is. I don’t want to pay more for a losing football team.  
• No opinion 
• Students who have nothing to do with the school's athletics programs should not be required to 

fund them. We attend school to simply receive an education. This increase should absolutely not 
be implemented.  

• There is absolutely no reason the athletic program needs more money. Frivolous spending by 
the football program should be punished and funds should be reallocated to club sports and 
smaller teams. Be better, honestly. This increase is a failure to the student body. 

• Ridiculous that I would be charged more for this! 
• We shouldn’t have to fund college for athletes when there are already enough donors and other 

areas that could use the money. 
• The college should not unnecessarily spend money on things like electric scooters for the 

athletes.  Maybe then they could lower instead of raising the fee. 
• It sounds unreasonable. This increase is over double the proposed Health Fee increase, but 

supports a significantly smaller portion of the student body. I am aware of the financial support 
the university receives from growing their athletics program, but it should not come at the cost 
of the rest of the student body. 

• If the school can buy scooters for the football team after charging us an extra athletics fee, they 
don't need more money  

• I wouldn’t recommend it. 
• i don’t even watch the sports on campus. why am i paying for someone else to be here? i don’t 

even get good scholarships and the athletes can?  
• It's hard enough to afford college as is. We don't need all these extra fees to be raised. 



Page 100 of 258 
 

• The gym offered to students is very small and unless there is more equipment added then the 
increased fee would be unfair. There is only one pool on campus that is indoor along with 
minimal workout machines and gear.  

• Same as the above comment about student activities. Some student don’t even utilize athletics 
and should not have to be charged simply because the option exists. 

• I don’t see a purpose in raising the fee 
• Absolutely not. This is a joke. WCU might as well turn in whatever’s identifies this as a school 

and make it a gym for the athletes. You guys prioritize student athletes above everyone else, 
and as a student I’m tired of paying for them, they get new scooters, excused from academic 
assignments and they don’t even make us a better college or a college worth rooting for. We 
have maybe 3 good sports teams, time to start acting like an academic university not a 
university whose single focus is the sporting events.  

• Many students are already suffusing to provide and support themselves to pay tuition & fees. 
We are financing and supporting Athletics Fee every year once our money goes to the 
administration.  I would suggest to not apply this increase to all students of WCU. 

• Our athletic teams are not good. The fee does not support the marching band. This fee should 
never be increased. 

• I think it is higher than the rest especially considering that sports also bring in money from ticket 
sales and other types of sales during games especially football games. 

• N/A 
• I don't go to any school games or like sports we already pay a high price for athletic fees. We 

shouldn't have to pay for them  
• Should not be included as it does not seem beneificial  
• ABSOLUTELY NOT 
• If the football team wins games then they can have more money.  
• Dont see why this is necessary especially after the increase made last year 
• No I dont use it  
• No increase 
• Not needed we already have enough into it  
• None  
• None 
• Total waste of money. Students should go to college to work hard and earn a degree, nothing 

more.  
• Students are busy with their education and often aren't able to attend the activities sponsored 

by these funds 
• I don't participate in sports and don't care for sports and it seems like it has way too much 

money funneled into it already 
• Please don’t make college more expensive for things / activities that I don’t currently or plan to 

use or participate in!!!! 
• Not everyone partakes in sports or watches the games. It’s not fair to those students. 
• Reasonable  
• School is too expensive already.  
• I could not take my boyfriend to a single football game this year because of the current price of 

tickets for STUDENT GUESTS. Why the hell would I support any kind of budgetary increase for 
athletics? None of our sports teams are worth being proud of anyways. You are raising the 
prices on students who cannot always afford to pay them who do not qualify for extra financial 
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help. Just because we do not meet the financial aid req’s does not mean our parents help us 
financially. 

• Comment 1 
• Our athletics teams aren’t good.  
• Athletics are just not something that appeal to all students and the price is already very high. I 

personally have never attended any game yet I still pay a significant amount. I would not be in 
favor of an increase in this.  

• Absolutely not, the athletics at WCU are horrible they don’t ever win and if it’s true that our 
money went to scooters for the football team that’s not okay. 

• ABSOLUTELY NOT! The fact that the fee is almost 18 dollars, as opposed to the almost 8 dollar 
increase for student health is absolutely ridiculous. Whoever came up with this idea is extremely 
selfish. Do better. The charges for the athletic fee is already too high.  

• The athletics fee should not be increased.  Many students on campus do not attend or 
participate in sports, therefore this increase will only benefit a select few at western. 

• Athletics already costs students an exorbitant amount and does not provide proportionate 
benefits to most students. I cannot agree that the most significant increase in fees should go 
towards this.  

• We should not have to pay a fee is we aren't all athletes. We are all here for an education, we 
should not have to pay more just for others to come here for free. 

• i dont participate in athletics through WCU so i was going to try to get the fee waived 
• No Comment 
• Athletics fees should not be put on to students who have no interest or connection to athletics, 

it is a burden for most students.  
• Athletics at the school already cost students too much money, even though the majority of 

students do not participate in sports or go to games.  
• Not all students want to nor can participate in athletics so I'm not really supportive of these 

increased fees.  
• They already get enough and don't need any more. 
• no 
• They have free scooters they don’t need anything else.  
• This is absurd. We pay so much for athletics already. Please consider LOWERING the cost that 

students pay for athletics, not raise it. Some of us have 0 interest in this department, and 
athletes already receive the majority of help and accommodations. 

• The fee increase is exorbitant for the lesser role the sports program plays at the college in 
relation to the other programs. Those additional costs such be passed on to students 
participating in those programs. 

• The athletics already have plenty of money and this does not benefit the students as a whole. I 
would agree to this if money also went to PotM, but that does not happen. PotM brings in more 
money than the football team, so you tell me how this adds up. Other than that, our athletes are 
not superb and many students don't even attend events other than football and basketball.  

• Plenty of funding already has a $200 tuition fee, head coaches are within the top 3 salaries of 
wcu. FB Team should do more fundraising. 

• This is already the highest fee we have to pay, and now it has the highest increased amount out 
of the  changes listed above. Why?  

• As someone is no affiliated with any athletics on campus, nor do I attend any athletic events, I 
do not support the current fee let alone the increase in athletic fees.  
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• absolutely ridiculous to increase this price, you charged an entire year of athletics fees when 
western had no sporting events and now you want to raise the price. Do better. 

• A very minimal amount of students out of this whole school benefit or use the athletics 
category.  

• Absolutely not. Not necessary or important. Only serves a small population and does nothing for 
the general campus good. I would be very upset if this got passed.  

• We already pay enough! 
• Already too much money goes into athletics  
• I think if they were able to buy scooters for every member of the team of the football team then 

that means they don't need as much money cause that is not an athletic need. I pay that athletic 
fee when i could be using it to help pay for college. If the football team can start winning games 
then an increase can be considered but considering they just got something that does not even 
remotely connect to football but rather their own enjoyment then I don't think increasing the 
fee is acceptable. 

• we dont need it i can afford to pay more. we're doing just fine how it is 
• Definitely not. Football players will ruin this opinion for anyone. They’re too entitled and think 

that they’re above the rules, especially with the scooters.  
• Literally isn't worth it. Unless we do this to create more TEAMS than what we have, then it isn't 

worth adding more money towards athletics 
• no 
• We come to school to do fun things, not to be charged for even more after we have paid 

thousands to be here. 
• Why should I have to pay more when students in the Athletic programs have much more 

opportunities for scholarships than I do?  
• Why tho 
• Do not. We suck so bad.  
• If the athletics dept had enough money to provide football players with scooters i should not be 

charged for their benefit 
• Our sports are terrible, this is a terrible decision, nobody wants this. 
• Not all students are involved in this, but all students are expected to pay. Sounds crazy to me. 
• I'm not an athlete. You need to focus more on renovating facilities and getting up accessible for 

students with disabilities. 
• athletes need more  
• What’s the increase for and why?  
• not everyone plays a sport and not everyone attends games. Its not fair.  
• I have no opinion  
• I do not support this additional fee for every student to support the athletics program. The 

athletic programs bring in their own money through games and fundraising and making students 
that have nothing to do with sports pay almost 20 dollars a semester is crazy and not necessary. 

• A lot of students in the Athletics program are there because they might not be able to afford 
other programs. Seems counterintuitive.  

• I don't have much of an opinion here. 
• I do not want an increase.  
• Same here.  
• No comment  
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• I think increasing this fee is absolutely unnecessary. We already pay almost 500 as of right now. 
The only thing I understand for us to pay for is for the tickets and stuff that the students can use. 
NOT to pay for new stuff for the football team, plus our football team, because that is where all 
the money does go if you think about, does not do well. It unfair to the students that have to 
pay these athletic fees, and keep increasing. IT INCREASED EVERY YEAR I HAVE BEEN HERE. And 
our sports teams are not the best when you think. about. they don't deserve that much money 
to them. 

• Athletics should not need any more increase. I pay enough as it is. Plus, they have every 
opportunity to fundraise like everyone else has to do on this campus.  

• Student athletics does not need more money. Especially if it will be used for unnecessary 
purchases. i.e scooters.  

• This is not needed! The money should go to other things to improve our campus. 
• I hate this. The athletic teams suck and we shouldn't have to pay for teams that are not even 

worth while 
• Not every student is an athlete or involved with the athletics therefore we all should not be 

having to pay for them even more than we do now. 
• i understand we get into games for free but why are we having a fee for scholarships and for 

certain teams to buy their players scootersâ€¦ etc. a lot of people don’t even go to these games 
and events yet we have to pay a certain amount for them. 

• I don’t think students should be charged an athletic fee. Many students don’t care about sports, 
don’t attend games, etc. I feel like my money is being wasted when I see athletes riding scooters 
on campus. I understand there is a cost for everything, I’d much rather my money go to student 
services and campus activities, not athletics. 

• I do not participate in sports 
• I do not want to spend my own money on useless devices (i.e. scooters) for sports teams. 
• I’m not sure why students need to pay fees for things they don’t even use/do.  
• I don't understand why non-student athletes are expected to fund the Athletics department. 

However, the increase is relatively small so it isn't a huge deal. 
• Don’t want it  
• No opinion, I realize this fee is a necessity for athletic programs to continue. 
• absolutely not, they do not benefit us, your football players are disrespectful, not only to their 

"classmates," cat tran drivers, and females, but also to your school system but it does not seem 
to bother you guys which really bothers me. 

• Absolutely not. The University should focus on increasing campus safety, infrastructure, and 
quality of academic programs.  

• We don’t need a second increase in 2 years  
• I disagree with this as well for the same reason stated above. Not all students participate in 

athletics. It was also stated that this would go towards athletic scholarships. Why should one 
student that’s paying their own way through college also help pay for someone else’s?  

• Not necessarily required. The athletics department needs to start having more success in their 
sports.  

• We do not need to charge students more, school is expensive enough as is. 
• It really shows what this school prioritizes when you are trying to increase the athletics fee while 

there are hardly any dining options, no parking, and the entire student body is depressed. 
• Football needs it all 
• I don’t even use this  
• I have zero interests in sports and the culture it breeds. Let the athletes have a bake sale. 
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• I'm not sure why students are being used as the piggy banks of sports teams. Many people's 
parents are not paying their tuition for them, so with this increase those students will have to 
work more hours to pay for something they are not benefiting from. If the athletics department 
is truly so worth investing in because of the revenue it produces, pour some of that money back 
into the department.  

• we aren’t good in athletics why more money 
• We as students already pay a substantial amount for the student athletes. We are literally 

paying for other students to go to college when we are debt from our own expenses. Just 
imagine giving more money to the athletic department so more student athletes can not take 
college life seriously like the rest of us commoners.  

• I do not support the athletic fees because not many of WCUs athletic teams are good enough for 
anyone to watch. In my four and a half years me and my friends have attended one half of a 
football game. Students attend the events for the band, not the sports.   

• Why 
• Increase money in athletics to make more money.  
• I do not want to be paying for an athletic fee for a program i dont use nor dont support 
• Last semester I was upset to know that this fee went to paying for scooters for the football 

team.  
• As a student who works and is not going to benefit from this increase in cost, I believe it is 

slightly unfair for this increase to b occurring.  
• I am not supportive of the Athletics Fee whatsoever unless that money can actually bring in 

decent sports programs for students to attend. 
• I don't play sports and don't intend to  
• The majority of students arent athletes. Sports students already have scholarship opportunities 

given to them and offered to them. I don't see any big Science events that host scholarships for 
STEM students. Or any big funding events for the Arts where Art and theatre students can get 
scholarships. Athletes should be treated like the rest of the student body.  

• Our athletes already get enough of our tuition  
• same as above  
• Unnecessary 
• Athletics already has a ton of funding from donors and alumni, so why should we pay for losing 

teams who already have a ton of money?  
• NOT NECESSARY! 
• I don't understand why we need to change anything to the point where there is an increase 

necessary  
• Will involve athletes knowing how to ride a scooter  
• Our sports teams suck. Our coaches are overpaid and athletes over appreciated. I'm assuming it 

was you that provided all the football players with scooters. That's awesome love that, did you 
know that we've been dealing with issues of vehicles not intended to be on sidewalks being on 
the sidewalks with the students that you expect to pay for these fees?  

• i find it ridicoulous to pay for the activities here if im not in any of the programs. the students 
who choose to be in those programs it should be coming out of there pockets not mine. I pay for 
my college on my own and i dont find it fair they are out here doing there thing and im not but i 
have to pay for it. I find it ridicoulus and honestly when first applying to western and seeing that 
you guys make me already pay for fees for it and now you are trying to increase it more is just 
very ridicoulus to me and i do not agree with it. Make kids pay for what they do not for what 
they dont do and have no care for. 
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• I don't have anything to do with athletics as my major is Musical Theater and it frustrates me to 
have to pay an athletic fee 

• This school is one of the most affordable in the state which is why many people come here, 
because they can afford it. Increasing these fees each year makes it harder and harder for 
students and their families to afford it and is causing myself, and other to struggle with paying 
for our education. It may seem like a small change, but it really is hard on students paying for 
school.  

• they already have a good amount of money and it will only go to football it won't go to any of 
the women sports  

• I also don't support the fee increase for athletics as well because again I do not take part in any 
sport and money is already tight as it is that the increase would affect those students who have 
to pay out of pocket and receive no financial support. 

• Considering I do not attend athletic activities nor am I an athlete I do not support an increase in 
my tuition of almost $20 for something that has nothing to do with me. 

• IM NOT AN ATHLETE, AN THE SPORTS TEAMS ARE TERRIBLE  
• Seems excessive  
• Don't care  
• Hell no we don’t even win half the time  
• The athletics department makes enough money on its own to handle fee increases. As stated 

previously, "Inflationary pressures" will surely be covered by the sheer number of new students 
being crammed into the dorms and surrounding off-campus housing. Many students cannot 
afford an increase like this.  

• The only increase in athletics at WCU would be the band because they work hard and deserve it. 
Other than that I’m not gonna more than I have to because that’s not fair to the other students 
like me that do not participate in these activities and athletics because we are just trying to 
scrape by as it is. 

• I think all the fees should be optional. I only use climbing wall. So I would rather pay for that 
only. 

• Currently is high enough, they should foot the bill themselves not regular students who never 
attend anything.  

• Not needed! If student athletics need funds they should look for outside scholarships (there are 
plenty!) and not rely on WCU to pay their complete tuition.  

• Don’t increase fees 
• I feel as though it’s unfair to continue to give a portion of my tuition to athletics to see no 

progress and instead just buy new equipment that’s fairly new as it is. I also think that don’t 
donations is better then charging kids who can barely pay their tuition as it is for these things 
even though I like going to games and supporting athletics, I feel sad though a good amount of 
my tuition already goes to athletics as is  

• Money should be reallocated from the millions students together already pay In tuition every 
year 

• WTF. We increased the athletics fee just last year. When we increased that fee we had the 
agreement that 1) the funds would be for ADA access to the stadium 2) it would go into needed 
repairs of the field house because the previous leadership neglected it and allowed it to fall 
apart due to their own choices. And the students are paying for itâ€¦ well we are supposed to 
be. However the student body has become aware that SCOOTERS are being purchased for the 
football team because they are incapable of walking across campus. And yet we wonder why 
our team sucks so bad. If athletics has so much money that they can waste it on fine banquets 
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for elite members and scooters for their lazy, no good, crappy players then why should I pay 
even more money for them to loose? We are already paying more money compared to last year. 
(And a few years before that mind you) WCU prides itself on affordability and accessibility to 
everyone while providing high quality education. Sadly WCU has lost track of these goals and 
every years we make the college more expensive â€œby a few dollarsâ€� and those dollars add 
up quickly. WCU is no longer an affordable college for most students. WCU no longer is focused 
on education, but rather their crappy no good sports teams. WCU no longer cares about the 
funding for broken, falling apart buildings, infected with asbestos and mold. WCU no longer 
focuses on the needs of the average and general student, but rather how much money they can 
throw at a sports team that broke their promises and neglected their utilities. That is their fault. 
Not mine. 

• Do not increase  
• The athletics already get enough money. 
• I just don't care about the sports teams 
• I agree that athletics are invaluable to the school and ticket sales create revenue, however, such 

a high increase is a bit concerning.  
• Stop raising this fee. 4 years and raised 4 times for teams that are just alright. Last year all the 

football players got scooters so that way they didn't have to walk to class.  
• This is not the responsibility of a student who does not go to games or is not an athlete.  
• I don’t think every student should pay more for the sports to fund things 
• Not everyone will be able to afford  
• '-non traditional, commuter student from Asheville, not very involved with athletics on campus 

so would not really benefit in any way from this.  
• I dont want to pay for something there'd 0 chance of me using. 
• Not enough people care about sports/go to sporting events to justify this increase  
• I do not go to Athletic events on campus, and therefor do not believe I should have to pay the 

fees associated with them. 
• If the increase is going to a better facilities for other student athletes other football players then 

I agree with the increase but if it is going to the football team I don't agree I feel other student 
athletes are under represented  

• I dont fucking play sports, so why am I oaying for them. Have their parents pay for that, I dont 
even go to the football games. It sounds like WCU needs another bojangles to sponser them 
instead of forcing their students to pay for their failing sports program 

• The sports team don’t need more scooters.  
• I shouldn’t be charged more if I barely go to the events. 
• I think the school needs to be focusing on something other than supporting athletics. It is my 

understanding that some of the athletic fee money is not being used for things that should not 
be reimbursed and are unethical.  

• None 
• Why do we need an increase in athletic fees when our sports team are not that good? It’s not 

fair for the increase. 
• I think the sports teams already have a lot of money coming in and I think $17 is a lot especially 

since the majority of students don’t play sports.  
• I do not pay to go to college to go to athletic events. It should not be my responsibility to pay for 

these fee increases, especially since there is already a high fee for athletics charged to students.  
• Absolutely insulting. Maybe you should use some of that money you get paid to lose football 

games instead of charging overworked, underpaid students. If administration is reading this, I 
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hope you’re happy with how you treat your students and staff like gum on the bottom of your 
shoe. I’ve never been more ashamed of this college, and that’s saying something.  

• FUCKING RIDICULOUS  
• Any increase in fees prohibits participaron in higher education by economically disadvantaged 

students 
• our athletics literally got electric scooters this past year, how much more money do they need 
• Why should I pay Athletics fees when I don't even play a sport?  
• As an individual who doesn't participate in sports or attend events I cannot justify paying fees 

for athletics.  
• why does it need to increase ? 
• we pay too much already 
• Increase is pointless for students  
• This seems like a lot of money to provide when some students do not utilize athletic events such 

as games. Plus some of the uses for the athletics like scooters seem extremely unnecessary. 
• our football team needs to play better and stop buying them fucking scooters 
• We increased the fee last year and the football team got scooters. We don’t need to increase it 

again. Athletes can pay their own fees.  
• I believe that the athletics compnent of WCU already receives plenty of compensation and 

money. ALOT of students attend this school due so to the low price of tuition and can't afford 
many other in-state schools I am one of them. I think the amount of fees charged is already 
absurd and shouldn't be increased. 

• Absolutely not. 
• I don’t care about sports. I don’t play sports, I don’t attend games. It’s a WASTE.  
• we do not have very good athletics teams, barely anyone goes to the games. also the gym is 

super small and people have to wait forever for machines. if the fee was used to expand the 
gym that would be a good idea but if not this is also not appropriate 

• Not every student goes to every event possible on campus as we are also students but do love 
to still go and be participating in sporting events. 

• WCU allocates an outrageous amount of funding towards athletics. Please redirect tuition and 
fees towards student worker wages. 

• The largest increase in fees has come from the athletic fees and we have had a very large 
increase in the athletic facilities fees. I don't think it is appropriate for both raises in such a short 
amount of time.  

• Athletics increased last year, but if it’s for the gym or student body usage I could support it 
• I do not participate  
• Definitely not necessary  
• I don't think it's fair that non-athletes have to pay these athletics fees.  
• All I have time to do is school, homework, and work my part time job. I have never gone to a 

sporting event and don't feel the need to increase the pay on something I've never used nor will 
ever use during my time at WCU. 

• They dont even do well. Don't. Make us pay more for them. 
• The athletic department at WCU already makes a large amount of money that doesn’t 

noticeably go to anything productive. Student athletes are given advantages that no one else on 
campus sees and the football feild doesn’t need to be expanded and redone over and over. The 
athletics fee is already high enough, if this school can’t do what it needs to with athletics on its 
current budget and donations then it needs to reassess  what the money is going towards 
instead of asking for more.  
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• disagree because it should not be our jobs to fund the athletic programs and the athletic 
scholarships. the university should deal with that on their own and not involve the students who 
have no part in it.  

• I do not participate in sports and it would be unfair to charge students for an Athletics fee when 
it is only towards a specific group and not the whole of Western Carolina University. 

• Nope, already spend too much 
• This should not fall on students which are not benefitting. Increase your fundraising plans and 

target shareholders. 
• I do not understand why student are paying for other students to go here or why we have to pay 

to get new equipment.  
• Don’t they already have enough  
• I do nothing associated with athletics or attending games. The $480 and additional $50 fee is 

already far enough.  
• No. Why increase when some people don’t even go to the games.  
• SAME AS ABOVE  
• We already increased this a lot before, especially for this past semester. Let’s not do it again 

please. 
 
Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 

• Again, I am not an athlete and I also do not believe their funding or especially scholarship money 
should come from other students fees. Funding should come from elsewhere, not leeching off 
other students that choose to come here.  

• I benefit from none of these services, and already pay twice what i pay in tuition in fees 
• Too many fees are charged to biltmore park students for things we don’t or can’t use.  
• I really think the school should focus on academics. 
• None why am I giving money handle personal costs for sports that I don’t participate in when I 

can’t even afford school myself.  
• terrible idea 

 
Graduate Students 

Planning to Commute Next Year 
• don’t use as a grad student  
• Why aren't the students who participate and active support their fee?  
• I dont participate in Athletics in any way as im in graduate school and would no support having 

to pay more when I already believe I pay too much 
• It’s not fair to impose a fee increase for athletics fees when all students don’t benefit or even 

participate in campus athletics.  
• how does this benefit students 
• I do not care for sports. However, I am sure it is a source of revenue for the university.  
• Athletes already get so much  
• I've never gone to a single sporting event nor used the gym at WCU, even during undergrad, I 

definitely don't support a hike in fees for something I've never used. 
• Many of us don’t make use of this 
• I think students should have a choice. I do not intend on attending any sporting events and 

would rather put that money toward a shuttle service from Asheville to Cullowhee 
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• This is stupid- we are not a school that prioritizes athletics and does not do enough to market 
and profit off of athletic events 

• Not everyone attends sporting events. So why charge more  
• Not everyone uses it so why is it being increased on ALL bills.  
• n/a 
• Most graduate students don’t even use this 
• I am not a student-athlete and I should not be forced to pay for their things. It is very 

disappointing to see that students are being taken advantage of financially so the sports teams 
can have more money. This should be a place of education and while sports are fun it is 
disappointing to see that this university has decided that the money we pay to the school is 
better off going to sports than to something that can benefit our education. If the athletic teams 
need money than I would suggest the school take a better look at its budget rather than 
continue to put the financial burden on students who just want an education.  

• Why should I pay for 18 year olds to lose football games? I'm working on becoming a doctor. 
Not supportive of increasing fees for graduate students for things that they do not partake in  

• I do not participate 
• Unacceptable. 
• Least useful 
• fees are already substantial, graduate students benefit less from these charges 
• These fees are in excess and it would be nice to see those funds allotted to an area that is more 

supportive of the entire campus population as opposed to athletics alone.  
• I feel students and community members who use these facilities and benefit directly from them 

should pay the Athletics Fee, not the general student population, many of whom don't have 
direct contact with the Athletics program. 

• While the increase itself seems reasonable, the total amount of money for the Athletics fee 
($434.00 currently)is excessive, especially for graduate students. Graduate students who did not 
attend WCU as an undergrad cannot be on any of the teams, so it seems especially unfair for 
them to have to pay these fees. I understand that some grad students may attend sports games 
and events, but I think it makes more sense for this to be an opt in or out option for grad 
students. Graduate students at WCU (at least in the Biology MS program) are being exploited for 
very cheap labor as teaching assistants, and most do not receive tuition waivers (which is usually 
standard for other MS programs). The fact that the athletics fee is the highest of all fees (except 
health insurance which can be opted out of) is ridiculous. 

• I will never use these services and should not have to pay for others to benefit. Individuals who 
partake in these programs should be required to pay the full cost of the services. 

• Same as above  
• Why are these costs being passed onto students? 
• If the choice is me going to the games and having to pay any of these fees I’d rather just not go 

to the games. 
• Barely any support to the academic teams. We need to work on that first. 
• Please don't increase it for students at biltmore park. We don't use the athletics services.  
• Absolutely not. We pay heavy athletic fees as it is, and the athletics here are not very successful. 

Reduce athletic scholarships to pay for the new expenses.  
• See comment above. Ridiculous for grad student to pay for this! 
• It’s not helping students unless they pay a sport.  
• Very against. Seems like way too much of an increase.  
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Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 
• As a graduate student who lives over an hour from the main campus, I do not see why I am 

paying for student activities and athletics associated with main campus and undergraduate 
experiences. 

• Don't live close enough to benefit from programming. 
• Why do we all need to pay fees for this, let those who are involved do so. Graduate students in 

Biltmore especially have limited engagement or access to athletics participation.  
• With the increase, the Athletics fee will be nearly equal tuition. The feela inappropriate, 

particularly for Biltmore Park-based students who don't live close enough to even attend an 
athletics event.  

• As a graduate student at Biltmore, I have never set foot on the main campus. I have a family to 
support and do not want to pay athlete fees.  

• It doesn't apply to me because I go to BP, so it doesn't seem fair to pay  
• Same as above- I do not live in the area.  
• Adult Graduate students who do not participate in student activities and attend classes at 

Biltmore park should not have to pay this fee.  
• I am a student at Biltmore Park and don't partake in anything athletics related.  
• See above. 
• As a graduate student at Biltmore Park, athletics is not part of my WCU experience. I do not feel 

I should pay more to fund these programs. 
• I am a distance learner and cannot utilize any of these services. 
• Are the athletics good enough to get more money? What’s wrong with the average support 

now?  
• I believe there are other ways to raise money for athletics and am not interested in paying other 

student's tuition in the form of scholarships. 
• Doesn’t pertain to me  
• No graduate students in Biltmore park are student athletes. 
• There is no athletics are Biltmore Park. The gym is unusable. Asking students at Biltmore Park to 

pay an increased fee is unnecessary.  
• I don’t attend any athletics events as I am a Biltmore park student  
• As a commuter graduate student I don't use this service  
• I am not on the main campus  
• Same for this.  We do not have access to the gym and really are not going to participate in any 

sports events.  It would be different if there was a free Y membership offered for each student 
at Biltmore Park, but until they make this a more equitable expenditure I would never support 
this.  

• Biltmore Park students do not use these services 
• Does not help Asheville students, no increase until made equal.  
• Do not have access 
• Don’t offload this cost onto graduate students, especially because we at biltmore park largely do 

not benefit from them. Find the funding for this elsewhere. 
• I feel like the athletics department receives too much already. 
• Graduate students, particularly those at Biltmore Park, already pay exorbitant fees that benefit 

the Cullowhee campus ONLY. BP students should not be forced to pay these fees.  
• Students who participate in athletics should have this fee imposed. Not students who do not 

participate in athletics at the University in any capacity. 
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• I am only ever at Biltmore park and should not have to pay fees for services on the Main Campus 
that I do not use 

• I do not accept fees unless these directly benefit those in Biltmore Park location.  
• I propose reaching out to boosters and alumni.  
• I do not use any of the Athletics services at Western, so this would not be beneficial to me as a 

student. 
• As a graduate student I do not use a services, charge undergraduate only 
• Grad students don’t receive any benefit  
• I don’t have access to athletics I only go to biltmore park. Why am I paying for this?  
• I don't support an increase. 
• See above 
• Once again, I do not agree with any of this.  I live off campus, and go to Biltmore Park only a few 

days a month.  Most of my class time is spent at my house.  Why can't fees be charged to those 
actually on campus?  Fees add up to a surprising amount.  

• Same as above and also Athletics is not why I go to school and I dont want to pay for that. 
• It doesn't affect me, it is a small increase for something that hopefully benefits the student body 

as a whole -- so I support it 
• It makes me so mad that Biltmore Park graduate students have to pay fees for services we do 

not benefit from.  
• As a Biltmore Park graduate student with no access to the Cullowhee campus and no interest in 

university sports, I'm at a loss as to why this fee is being passed on to those of us who neither 
use nor benefit from the athletics program. This is a bad look for Western, especially given the 
recent story about how bloated the athletics fees are for undergraduates: 
https://www.wfae.org/education/2022-03-02/students-pay-an-athletic-fee-at-western-carolina-
that-is-almost-as-much-as-tuition-why-is-that  

• It’s a shame we even have to pay fees to begin wit, especially if we’re not using the services.  
• See previous comment.  The charge is already astronomical, especially considering those of us at 

Biltmore Park and anything beyond undergrad don't directly utilize these services.  Please 
consider other fundraising measures.  

• Good idea needed 
• Should not increase.  
• School fees are too high as is. 
• Should only apply to students on main campus.  
• Athletics is not an area that impacts education and increased fees shouldn't come from students 

(especially those who have no interest in sports) and should be obtained via other routes. 
• Same as above 
• This does not benefit graduate students 
• I do not support it as I am not on campus and am still charged for a service I cannot access. 
• I have never heard anyone from Biltmore Park use these services, and we should not have to 

pay for students on other campuses experiences! 
• I was a college athlete. I get it; but for graduate students who seldom, if ever, step foot on the 

campus, this seems excessive.  
• Unnecessary 
• These services are not beneficial to a Biltmore Park student. I don't think we should be paying 

them at all.  

https://www.wfae.org/education/2022-03-02/students-pay-an-athletic-fee-at-western-carolina-that-is-almost-as-much-as-tuition-why-is-that
https://www.wfae.org/education/2022-03-02/students-pay-an-athletic-fee-at-western-carolina-that-is-almost-as-much-as-tuition-why-is-that
https://www.wfae.org/education/2022-03-02/students-pay-an-athletic-fee-at-western-carolina-that-is-almost-as-much-as-tuition-why-is-that
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• Athletics gets a ton of donors compared to other areas on campus.  I feel they waste money 
instead of being frugal with the money given to them so no, I do not agree with this increase. 

• Graduate tuition is already too expensive  
I can’t afford it as is. Plus most grad students work 40 hours a week and do night classes. I don’t 
think we should pay any athletic fees  

• Students at Biltmore park have no reason to be made to pay for this. Only students who actively 
use or benefit should be charged for this.  

• See initial comments 
• Since I take classes @ Biltmore Park...I shouldn't have to pay fees like this... 
• As someone that has always commuted this seems unfair to raise or even have since I am not 

able to take advantage of what I am paying for. 
• I am at Biltmore Park. Why am I paying athletic fees in the first place. As a graduate student, I do 

not participate in sports and do not go to any sports activities  
• Not all students are athletes.  
• Having students who do not participate in athletics pay for athletics seems unethical and it is 

non-consensual. The athletics fee is already quite large and I wholeheartedly disagree with it on 
principle. I am not going to this school for the existence of athletics team and if given a choice I 
would choose not to pay for it. Additionally, Biltmore Park students do not receive the 
ammenities which these fees pay for. Biltmore Park students should have reduced fees.  

• Biltmore Park students should not be paying this fee at all.  
• Really? These people don't get enough money? Are we a school or an athletics program with 

some classes? 
• As a student studying at Biltmore Park, I would prefer to not pay any athletic fee. 
• I don't utilize these things and I do not think they're important. 
• NA 
• This should be waived for Biltmore Park grad students who do not use this.  
• I do not partake. I would like to have YMCA access at BP  
• I am absolutely NOT okay with this fee increase. I do not attend Cullowhee campus, therefore 

the athletics department does not involve me. These should be applied ONLY to students that 
are using them.  

• I do not use these services and don't see the fairness in paying any of this fee 
• stop charging grad students @ biltmore park for fees that only affect cullowhee students. 
• Not fair for all students to bear costs of things they have no desire to partake in. 
• This fee should not be charged to students like me. I am disable and I am not able to use any of 

it.  
• What athletics? There are no athletic things at BP. there is a tiny tiny "gym" with no lockers and 

no showers so who would want to use that? Don't charge us for something we don't really have 
access to. I'm not going to drive an hour away to take advantage of athletic stuff 

• Biltmore park should truly not be paying this T all.  
• No athletics are available at the Biltmore Park campus. Commuting and hour or so for access 

does not make sense. Fees should not rise for this campus.  
• I'm attending for the classes, not the sports.  
• Not everyone cares about athletics. And schools already put a lot of money towards it when it 

could be distributed elsewhere.  
• I am only at the Biltmore Park campus and these fees do not benefit me in any way. 
• Mostly useless to me as a non-athlete at Biltmore. Maybe bus me into games and I'll support it 

more. 
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• It’s crazy and stupid to pay this in the first place raising the price is insane. 
• I personally don't feel that graduate students who never go to the main campus are required to 

pay these fees to begin with. My program is mostly online. When I do have class, it's a Biltmore 
Park. I commute from the Winston-Salem area. 

• As mentioned above, given the distance to campus, I have only been to one game in 4 
semesters, never the main campus gym or any other athletic services. 

 
Proposed Transportation Fee  

Undergraduate Students 
Planning to Live on Campus Next Year 

• I use the cat tran a lot so I am not opposed to the increase  
• $2 is a very reasonable increase, and many students rely on the catran to get to class and move 

around campus.  
• Due to the increase of fuel and maintenance costs, the increase makes sense. 
• I'm fine paying a $4 a year cat tran fee 
• i love a good cat tran ride tbh 
• Is there a reason to increase it, if they are operating smoothly 
• Not supportive. Especially because of how long the wait is for the trans 
• Why should the a school funded by the government ask for more money due to inflation when it 

was the governments fault for why inflation is so bad. 
• I believe our cat Tran drivers deserve an even higher increase in pay, as a lot of students depend 

on them to get to class on time. They are also very kind and supportive 
• I don’t have a preference  
• Increase number of transport vehicles to reduce emissions, students are likely to use buses 

more frequently out of convenience. 
• I have never used the cat tran and I don't because I can get to my destination quicker by 

walking. 
• I use the Cat Tran and I appreciate our drivers. I hope this goes towards better pay 

for them  
• I have never used the cat tran  
• Again why 
• On one hand I do find the cat tran very helpful especially for people who may have health 

conditions where they cant walk very far or on inclined terrain. On the other hand the cat tran 
this semester is very disorganized, I feel like there should be a hard rethink of the cat trans 
problems (and how to fix them) before you start talking about raising the price due to 
specifically inflation. Whether or not you do decide to raise the price, will it fix the problems 
that students are noticing with the cat tran and, for example, it's schedule. 

• Y'all better give Donny the Village Cat Tran driver a raise!   
• Our drivers are worth it 
• While the campus transportation is helpful not all students use it. I am one of the students that 

has a car on campus so I am already paying for a parking permit I do not see why I would need 
to pay a transportation fee as well.  

• If it means more drivers with shorter wait times, I'm supportive. 
• We already pay a lot for parking passes  
• The cat Tran isn’t very useful to me and does not need more of my money going to it  
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• I think that transportation is very important for a lot of students, especially those who have to 
go to HHS for classes if they dont have cars 

• I agree, secondarily I wish the cat Tran went to sylva twice a week 
• No comments, all good here. 
• The Cat Tran only takes us to Walmart and Ingles. There is nothing to do around campus unless 

you have a car. Maybe taking students out to different events would constitute for a fee raise.  
• I don’t use cat trans  
• I think that as long as the increase goes onto support more transportation and higher pay for the 

drivers then it’s okay. I have had to wait almost one hour for an all campus on multiple 
occasions. 

• If a portion of this fee goes to paying drivers better to keep up with inflation, then I support it. 
• I am only supportive of this fee increase if it will actually pay for more drivers. Over the past 

years I have seen more and more buses pile up in the gravel lot because wcu chooses to not run 
them. 2 buses to run the entirety of campus during peak times is not enough. Also if the school 
can pay for new buses yet they lay rotting away in a parking lot without decals. How does a 
school afford a bus but not a $100 decal job to at least get the bus looking like it actually belongs 
there.  

• Maybe I’d support it if you had shuttles to Walmart more often  
• The cat trains are painful at this current moment. It can take up to an hour for a cat tran and 

they get slammed full. Our cat trans deserve funding and this would benefit students with 
disabilities  

• Cat Trans are very helpful. 
• If this is a necessary increase to keep the cat trans running I absolutely support it. Students use 

the transportation on campus extensively and I believe it makes life a lot easier for a lot of 
people  

• Don’t raise the fee 
• Don’t in crease any fees unless you can provide better parking and AC in all buildings 
• Don't use it often so I have no opinion. 
• cool.  
• Finances are hard for some families and the more the school keeps raising all these fees the 

harder it is for students and their families to pay for their education. 
• Yes. Maybe give the $17.50 to the transportation services. 
• Chill 
• n/a 
• hate 
• necessary mostly for handicaps 
• I mean, I pay enough already but I do use the cat Tran multiple times a week.  
• Transportation is very convenient and $2 is not much, I agree 
• 2.00 makes sense.  
• I just hope it means students will not be waiting over 30 minutes for a bus but the drivers 

deserve more credit than the school gives them 
• It's necessary for some students, especially ones with physical disabilities, long- term and short-

term to get around campus. 
• If it allows more drivers and trans then I am for it 
• I don’t use the CatTran ever, so I would not want to pay extra expenses for this. 
• Transportation is convenient but it is already hard to afford other sevices. 
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• I don’t take the Cat Tran because I never see it and the app is not very accurate. 
• With all of the increases, I might have to transfer to a school that I can afford.  
• Would there be better options for routes and planning with the cat trans? 
• I would approve if the pay of the bus drivers increased.  
• I am fine with this increase being that now that I am having issues I have been using cat trans a 

lot here lately, and I feel like this is a big help to people who can’t get around campus all to well. 
• I am paying my way through college myself and i don’t need to be paying more for services I 

don’t use. 
• Transportation is hard enough to come by for some students. I don't think this is ok. We don't 

have to pay on campus, so why should others? 
• no comment 
• I do not support this especially due to the fact that I have only been able to get on the cat-Tran 

once after waiting in the dark for one at the parking garage for 20mins in the freezing cold  
• Make more parking spots instead 
• No comment 
• no everything is already expensive  
• I frequently use cat trans and they are extremely helpful. This increase is fair due to gas prices.  
• as long as it goes down when inflation goes back down 
• I don't think any more fees are needed 
• I will only be supportive in hopes that the buses will run on schedule more and we get more 

buses or drivers.  
• Cat-trans are used by a big majority of the population of students and is reasonable priced.  
• its fine, the Cat Tran is necessary for many students so this fee increase is necessary in my 

opinion. 
• It might be beneficial, but only if it's used to make the routes more efficient.  
• I feel the Cat Tran is used by a good amount of students so a $2.00 increase doesn't sound 

unreasonable. 
• I have no opinion on this. I use the Cat Tran often so I think $2.00 is reasonable. However, if it 

continues to go up each year, I won't be as supportive. 
• I understand and I have benefitted from the transportation 
• Again, I have no reason to use the cat Tran this semester. I live on central campus with my car 

nearby and am able to transport myself easily on my own. 
• Add more all campus routes and let them break the circle of campus to get get to places quicker 
• The cat tran is very useful around campus and as inflation increases with gas prices you can’t 

help but to raise it to keep things going.  
• I understand it because i do use this service. 
• The CatTran as it exists is an unreliable service and should be updated to meet student needs if 

the budget is increased. 
• The CatTrans are very useful and i think we could use more high quality buses.  
• I don't think $2 is necessary for the transportation fee.  
• If we use the cattran I think it is okay. 
• I think it’s reasonable 
• CatTrans are awesome! I would love to see more routes or CatTrans making more frequent 

stops at locations that have high traffic (such as the parking deck.) 
• I used the cattran a lot last semester and gas and maintence isn’t cheap so $2 is okay  
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• I don't use the Cat Tran at all, but other people rely on it to get to class so I can understand this 
fee.  

• I personally do not use the Cat Tran and I do not know money people who do. 
• What is the point? What will come up this for me? Why do you keep wanting to fee me? I 

already pay more than enough as it is. 
• While the transportation is helpful it is already difficult to afford other services on campus. 
• It is something to help the general population so yes 
• Absolutely necessary!  
• As long as we have cat trans running that's all that matters.  
• I never use the cat tran and I know lots of other students who also do not use it, so why increase 

this fee for everyone? 
• Gas prices are increasing on average nationwide and likely will be high for the next few years. I 

see this as feasible since many students do use the Cat Trans and $2 seems like a good amount 
for inflation. 

• If they were to take us to more than just Walmart and around campus, then I would support the 
increase. 

• Inflation has been rough on us all, I actively use the cat trans and I have a multitude of friends 
who do as well. 

• This is not that large of a campus. I rather have one less tran and walk or wait an extra 5 minutes 
than pay more. 

• n/a need more information. 
• It is ok, this is a service I use often and I understand that with inflation to raise it a little would be 

ok. 
• Why should we have to pay more for transportation when the school is the reason we have to 

park 10 minutes from the school and walk 20 minutes ? 
• This is not a lot and seems reasonable. I know many people who use the Cat Trans as modes of 

transportation. So yes, it is reasonable. 
• If they can increase the number of Catrans of the stops, I agree with that. 
•  don’t use them  
• As gas prices are rising, I see no issue with a $2.00 increase as I use the CatTrans regularly.  
• I don’t even use the Cat Tran.  
• N/A 
• N/A 
• They get us around so fine  
• No  
• CatTrans take forever getting from one place to another & most people just end up walking 

anyway. There would need to be a change in campus traffic and road layouts to make funding 
cattrans worth it. 

• no comment  
• NO DONT DO IT 
• Support  
• Don’t even ride the cat Tran, no need to increase  
• No reason to increase 
• I do not use the Cat Tran unless the dismal parking situation forces me too, and I certainly 

wouldn't pay more for it. 
• Most people can walk everywhere on campus  
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• No. 
• SUPPORTED 
• I don’t ride it so I have no opinion one way or the other. Other people benefit from it though, so 

it’s not an increase that I would balk at seeing added to the overall costs that I pay. 
• Makes sense, and a sensible extra cost 
• I use the Cattram quite often. 
• It is added to the general tuition and student a cannot afford an increase 
• Stop increasing my fees you greedy bastards I'm already paying enough 
• We are already paying a lot for the transportation when some of us dont even use it.  
• The Cat trans are not always available and it is a very hit or miss situation. In my opinion, i dont 

think the fee for them needs to be raised because Ive never had a good expiereince with them, 
or even the app that has been installed. If there was a way to fix the system over all within its 
flaws, then I would understand but There are too many flaws for it right now. There needs to be 
a proposed plan to better our Cat tran system and then you could convince me to pay more for 
that service.  

• The school is small enough to be a walking campus. 
• Very reasonable due to inflation in gas prices. 
• The Cat Tran runs fine, there's no need to increase. If the fee is being raises it should extend the 

hours of operation and run earlier on the weekends. I have to walk from the village on the 
weekends because the cat tran for it doesn't go that route until the evening. 

• Many students need the transportation, I support. 
• This college has drained $30,000 from me within the one and a half years of me being here. 

There is absolutely no reason why I would or should back these fee increases even if I appreciate 
the faculty.  

• Take the needed money from the University Police Department, which has ignored complaints 
of harassment from Turning Point members on campus for years, and put it toward cat tran 
maintenance and fair pay for their operators.  

• Hoped this goes towards wages for the drivers and gas. 
• I don't use and have never used the CatTran so I honestly should not have to pay this. 
• Understandable  
• Supportive of the Cat Tran but it should be made easier to find through an phone app so 

students are just in the dark on where the Cat Tran is at. 
• This college makes enough money to not worry about inflation.  
• Having students live on campus for two years and make them pay for the only transportation 

they have since freshman parking lots aren’t even on campus? FUCKED. UP.  
• Refer to previous statement 
• The Cat Tran already almost hits students as is; so why do I need to pay more if I could be of 

danger and I can't go to every place I need if I am little late. 
• Students are already affected by inflation in everyday life and shouldn't be burdened more by 

this extra increase as well.  Although it isn't the fault of colleges that inflation is occurring, it isn't 
the student's fault either, and they shouldn't have to pay the price more than they already are, 
especially at a publicly funded university.   

• I don’t use transportation here  
• no comment 
• I think that transportation is important around campus throughout the nights  
• With the price of gas increasing the cost of the cat tran going up makes sense 
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• This fee increase is reasonable. 
• Not everyone uses the cat Tran, I personally pay $400 this year for a parking pass I’m not going 

to pay more for transportation I will not use  
• Any increase in fees that provides public transportation, limits the number of cars on campus, 

and provides campus accessibility to people who are differently-abled is  an increase in fees that 
I support.   

• Again, you are speaking of inflation, but we are not getting pay increases.   
• I’ve Only rode the car Tran like 2 times this year 
• No comment  
• If we raise the price for how the buses run and operate, are we able to have better parking on 

campus? 
• The transportation system around campus is incredibly important for students who can't drive 

and students who have mobility problems 
• The Cat Tran is very helpful for all students and I think this is something I 100% the continuation 

of.  
• I mean I don’t care about this because I do use the Cat Tran enough.  
• public transportation is welcome  
• I am in support of the increase of the transportation fee because the cat tran going to Walmart 

for students that don't have cars and the international. This is a great way for people to get 
groceries off campus and even pick up their percription. 

• I feel supportive of it because of the rise in gas prices.  
• Adjusting for inflation is appropriate  
• The Cat-Tran system needs to be expanded. 
• I don't even use the Cat Tran. I saw them hit a girl. 
• The Cat Tran system needs a significant overhaul. It feels like most of the Trans end up diverted 

to low volume routes instead of routes like HHS or all campus. If more funding would help, I'd 
gladly pay the extra fees. 

• This is necessary to continue cattran 
• The cat tran is an inefficient system that needs an update not in gas power but something more 

renewable. Inflationary constrains is not a valid reasoning and this should instead be re-
proposed in the future with a more future proof plan in mind, as inflation is a consistent battle. 

• transportation should be free 
• good 
• N/A 
• Cat Tran drivers deserve the world. 
• 2$ is fine, since I use the bus to get to the long term storage lot but I pay a lot for parking even 

though its pretty far away from campus. 
• Should not increase 
• faster cat trans and better more mobile staff 
• this campus is huge  
• Why would you want to increase something that college students are struggling to pay school 

and yet you want to increase everything. It’s supposed to be a Carolina promise school but yet 
we pay so much 

• Why does this affect students? 
• Traffic 
• Even though gas is already expensive, we already pay a lot in tuition.  
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• I think it is important that we give back to our Cat Tran drivers. 
• Support for public transport is the most reasonable thing I've read in here so far. 
• They don’t stop 70% the time at Reid or Barton, and it’s so unreliable.  
• NO 
• Cat trans are incredibly useful, just wish there was more running on weekends 
• Gas is expensive, public transportation is amazing.  
• I agree with this fee. 
• You can barely get a cat Tran to take you where you need to go and at a timely manner.  
• Transportation has always run pretty good hours and been there for me in a pinch, so yes, I 

agree with this.  
• The Cat Tran is a great service and I fully support paying more for it. 
• Can increase quality so it's good. 
• I think we should be able to opt out of it completely if we are not using that service 
• It is hard for students to afford tuition and all the fees already. This will add up and can hurt 

many students.  
• we really could use more busses going off campus for HHS 
• Dont need to be increased 
• I love Donnie 
• This is a service used by most, if not all, students. 
• I have wondered how the CatTran has been affected by the increase in gas prices but this 

increase isn't astronomical and makes sense since most, if not all students use the CatTran in 
some capacity while on campus. 

• Cat tran is the best 
• Yeah, that seems reasonable. 
• They work hard and deserve better funding.  
• We all use the cat tran regularly, so there's no issue with this increase. 
• No just make better parking arrangements. 
• Its convenient and very helpful. 
• Haven’t had good experience with Cat tram. Inconsistent  
• We get there late anyway every cat tran is trailing one another stopping at EVERY SINGLE STOP 

LIKE HOW DOES THAT EFFICIENTLY PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION FOR THE WHOLE CAMPUS 
WHEN ALL THE CAT TRANS ARE IN THE AREA. 

• No 
• This I get because of gas prices and it’s a good resource for students  
• I would be in support of a higher increase, but only if that meant there would be an increase in 

the functionality of the Cat Tran system. This would include things like more off-campus 
locations/dates. 

• It doesn’t seem to be necessary to change the current fee, transportation should be a given due 
to how the campus was structured  

• no opinion 
• I use the cat Tran often and as a person who also pays for gas and other expenses that are 

involved with running vehicles. I completely understand and am completely supportive of this 
increase.  

• I like the purpose of the cattrans, but they are really unreliable and constantly late. 
• catrans are a very helpful transportation option and i wouldn’t mind giving $2 to them 
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• The cattran bus system 
Is awful and is reliable  

• Transportation should even be expanded! I'd definitely reallocate funds toward services like Cat 
Trans from more frivolous expenses like athletics in order to ensure that everyone, regardless of 
disability, can make it to class on time. 

• This is a resource that needs to be used by a bulk of students. I'd rather pay an extra $2 now, 
rather than have fewer buses running when I really need them  

• I don't take the Cat Tran so I have no preference. 
• n/a 
• N/A 
• I can understand this a bit more then the other fee increases but I still don’t like it 
• The cattran service is already non-functioning. I don’t feel like paying two more dollars for an 

another app that doesn’t work. 
• The transportation system is important for our campus. I get that inflation is a struggle for all of 

us. If this gets approved it will be about $24k per semester. I hope that money, paired with what 
the school already gets, actually goes toward the betterment of our campus transportation. I 
know plenty of people who put no stock into the cat trans. Anecdotal evidence aside, I hope 
they are managed as well as they can be.  

• Gas is expensive, I get that 
• I appreciate the CatTran and its workers. However I wish it would run more on weekends! 
• i use the cat tran to get around and it is crucial for me as a chronically ill student. i fully support 

this!  
• Kids need rides to places across campus, I agree 
• The cat trans run fine  
• Buss drivers should be paid more. Having two busses for all four routes on the weekends seems 

like a problem 
• Cat tran is a very important and useful resource that is often unreliable . Increase in funding 

would be beneficial and 2.00 a semester extra is not a hassle to afford. 
• The CatTrans are extremely important on campus, especially for those who are physically 

disabled.  
• The cat tran drivers are absolutely incredible and I use the services of the CatTran every day, I 

wouldn't be able to get to my classes without the transportation that the CatTran offers as I am 
in a very far part of campus. The drivers do so much for us and I'm so grateful for them that I 
wouldn't mind, and I would support the increase in transportation fee.  

• I am thankful for them driving me from place to place 
• I support it because everything is so spread out on campus and students need to get to classes 

so I'm willing to pay for that. 
• Anything that will make the campus more accessible in any way for those with disabilities should 

be focused on. 
• Never use 
• uncalled for. we’re already paying so much 
• This is an understandable increase if necessary 
• We pay hundreds of dollars ALREADY to be able to park in the parking deck, which is a MILE 

away from main campus. Transportation should be absolutely free.  
• If we're going to have transportation fees increase, we should see some improvements, right? 

I'd just like to know exactly what might improve 
• id rather you not  
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• I am only supportive if the cat trans improve. But I think the apps we have don't work and some 
bus drivers don't stop when they should like at the freshman lot.  

• I’m broke  
• The workers deserve more money.  
• No opinion  
• It is better the way it is.  
• I use the CatTrans enough to be willing to pay a little more for their services.  
• Less money spend on gas for my car.  
• Sure. 
• Since gas prices are rising, the cost of transportation also increases, so the small two dollar fee 

will not greatly impact anyone, but will fund the Cat Trans transportation.  
• I rarely use the Cat Tran, so I don't think I have much to add. 
• Although I have no used a cat tran yet, I think they are still necessary to have therefore only a 

two dollar increase is not bad.  
• none 
• this is extremely understandable, and I think it is very important for such a needed and well 

used system to continue to receive proper funding. 
• That wouldn't be fair to those with no vehicle or transportation just to spend $2.00 just for them 

to sit on the bus for not even 5 minutes maybe just to get off and continue their day. 
• Do not raise 
• I mean it’s 2 dollars. All that shit adds up though. 
• this is fine. as a chronically ill student who often relies on the cat tran to get around campus, i 

support this fully.  
• That makes sense. I wish there were more buses running over weekends though. 
• I'm pro cat tran. As long as they keep improving their routes I think a small increase is fair. 

 
Planning to Commute Next Year 

• Not every student utilizes transportation provided by WCU. Therefore, not every student should 
have to pay this fee.  

• as a commuter I never use the trans because they’re always late or there’s no need for them 
because I can walk right to my class because what classes will it really take you straight to? 
Stillwell/McKee?  

• This fee makes sense because has reason and definitely feels necessary. 
• This is understandable  
• Transportation is already bad on campus and now we’re expected to pay more for it? 
• If the cat Tran was a reliable source of transportation you might be able to justify the fee  
• I already can’t afford a parking pass as is. I have to walk every day to and from my apartment off 

campus.  
• Run the cat trans to more apartments rather than just two. Why should I have to pay for 

something I don’t get to use.  
• I'm supportive, but only with the hope that this would mean more Cat Trans is established, 

specifically one to Suites and Villas 
• thank you to all cat tran drivers :) 
• I’ve never even taken the cattran. So why should I spend money on something that I don’t use? 
• Don’t contribute to the inflation. Just spend some of your profits  
• If the Cat Trans were more reliable for commuters I would be in support. 
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• I understand the increase and I support it. I live at the husk and am aware there were so many 
students that there has been a bus solely dedicated to transportation to and from the husk. I’ve 
also heard several drivers mention fewer buses run when there aren’t enough drivers, so I 
believe this transportation fee is a good idea.  

• If the money goes towards the drivers and maintenance of the vehicles, then it is a worthwhile 
investment. 

• I hope there is a better app that is more accurate and a more effective way of spacing out the 
buses instead of having 3 right behind each other.  

• The cat trans take forever. It is faster to walk then wait on them.  
• The new routes are not designed for students. Why does there need to be an increase in funds 

when transportation is unreliable at best 
• Y’all gonna raise it but never lower it after the inflation settles out. 
• I don’t use 
• Transportation to and from campus from apartment complexes is amazing, and I would support 

even more funding if there was an increase in routes and stops off campus. 
• Add another cat tran to help people at riverwalk get to campus 
• Need to fund for more parking and not funding more cat trans  
• shorter routes that allow quicker pickup and drop-offs.  
• I support it if the drivers also get a raise  
• Find a way to get more wheelchair accessible buses around campus  
• Im not happy about it, but the CAT trans have to run even if a price increase is necessary. I 

would even be willing to support a larger increase if it provided a larger availability and more 
buses available. 

• I love our Cat Tran drivers. I like what WCU is doing with Cat Tran rotation at the commuter 
parking deck and would like to see that in more high traffic areas. 

• I hope this will also help increase the pay for the drivers 
• Parking sucks as it is.  
• I’m supportive of this fee if the cat trans actually run to all of the stops in the route during the 

full day 
• Not all student use the cat Tran, they take too long. They need better routes not funds.  
• Further explanations beyond "inflationary costs" would be appreciated.  
• The Cat Tran does not work as well as it should. They are always late and the app is never right. 

If issues were to be fixed then I would understand the increase. 
• A better system is needed, too much back and forth of routes and buses amounts  
• Better app support. current app is not very good 
• Dont 
• I’m supportive if this means more reliable Cat Trans. Some days students wait 10-15 minutes 

because only x amount of buses are available on that day, frustrating but out of our control.  
• We need more drivers 
• I commute and feel that I am already paying an exorbitant amount to only be only campus for a 

total of 3 hours a week.  
• It's not the students' nor the university's fault of inflation, however, raises prices only increases 

the financial strain for students 
• I do not ride the cattran because I am a commuter. It is ridiculous that I even pay $61.50 for the 

cattran, so no I do not support increasing this amount. 
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• Many students cannot function without this and we need more cat trans running later on 
campus and get to a pre-COVID level. 

• Bad idea  
• Electric.  
• Most people that have to pay for this don’t even ride the cat tran 
• don’t 
• The school has the money to take care of this issue, they don't need to be charging students for 

this. 
• i don't use the Cat Tran 
• DONT.  
• I would like to hear more about these "inflationary constraints" before agreeing to any price 

increase.  
• Don’t use. Not convenient. Should be free 
• The fees should be paid by those students using the services. For those NOT using the services 

may be paying fees to park and the parking situation is absurd. Higher fees only adds insult to 
injury by being forced to pay for services they don't use. 

• I don't use the CatTran. 
• I'm supportive of this if that means the Cat Trans will be more frequent and students won't have 

to wait for over 15 min for a bus to come by.  
• Understandable  
• Good, cat trans are great 
• Transportation is important and a rise in gas prices ultimately forces the fee to go up in order to 

continue to pay the drivers a fair amount and keep gas in the Cat Trans.  
• Cat trans are essential on campus. 
• I don’t use the Cat Tran anymore. 
• inflation sucks but if the increase isn't for cat tran driver wages, then I do not support under any 

circumstances.  
• Cat trans are not the fast transportation if made more of a priority then increase cost to add 

more works would be affective  
• I agree because I frequently use the cat tran and walmart shuttle because I don’t have a car 

which is a reoccurring event most students are having  
• I agree with this because it will benefit the student body as a whole for something that is critical 

to some students and utilized by almost all 
• I do not support any increases in fees for the students are already approached with certain 

limitations.  
• The cat tran is no efficient enough.  
• I disagree with a price increase. 
• I do not have the money or finical aid to pay for this.  
• I use the cat tran all the time and they need to work on some of the buses.  
• I support it as long as that means another bus will be included in the commuter route that 

leaver the commuter parking lot and goes around certain parts of the campus.  
• If there were more parking options for commuters, Cat Trans would not have to travel as much 

and take as many students to different buildings.  
• Catrans are a good way to get around 
• I use the cat tran every day. Makes since  
• This is fine. Hopefully the bus drivers get some extra monetary support as well. 
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• CatTrans are awesome and are a very good resource for students  
• I use my car 
• Everyone needs to make it to class, we need reliable transportation  
• I don't use the Cat Tran  
• We are dealing with inflation prices too. Do not 

Offer transportation services if it’s not something the school can financially handle. I pay for my 
personal gas already. I do not utilize the cat tran and cannot even afford a parking pass. I walk or 
use parking meters when I can.  

• I dont use the Cat-Tran and I think this fee is absolutely ridiculous. A charge for freshman, 
sophomores, juniors and seniors living on campus would be understandable but I dont live on 
campus and commute so why should I have to be affected by the increase. I think on campus 
residents should be charged. 

• I think it's important to keep the cat trans running!  
• Great another HHS bus would be great  
• I think it is important for transportation on campus and if they need more money, then we need 

to provide it for anyone who might be handicapped, or does not have a car on campus. 
• Gas is super expensive and everyone uses this, so it makes sense.  
• Meh 
• Can we please get more trans or delegate a tran for Bellamy/Riverwalk? I will always support 

public transportation, but it needs to be more inclusive and effective. 
• Supportive. Gas is expensive  
• I use the CatTran almost every day so I am in support of using this money for transportation 

expenses.  
• Again, as a commuter I will never utilize this service so how would it make sense to charge me 

for others getting to campus?  
• Parking is an issue that needs to be addressed first before cat tran services.  
• not that bad 
• Absolutely, especially with the cost in gas. 
• I don't use the cat tram so I don't really care. 
• Cat trans need improving for sure so I hope that would help make routes more stable and 

quicker.  
• Campus transportation has already noticeably improved in the last year and I think that 

continuing to improve it with increased funds would be a good idea. 
• A bike lane is necessary on all campus roads, especially when considering the Green Campus 

initiative. The Tran tracking app is functional, but lacking. Place bulletins inside the Trans to 
promote student activities (i.e. BCC trips). 

• I don’t utilize the public transportation at all. This is an out rage I even pay for it! 
• Inflation is cyclical, so when it comes back down these fees should decrease 
• Optimize the routes of the Cat Tran to reduce costs instead. 
• It sounds reasonable, as long as transportation services continue to run smoothly and/or 

improve. As a commuter being forced to park over a mile away from my classes due to 
unfortunate changes to parking lot designations, proper operation of the Cat Tran system is 
essential. 

• Transportation from Cattran is helpful 
• I agree to this because I am a commuter and thus, I have to utilize this a lot. 
• This is more understandable  
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• Unless Wages for student workers, teachers, and others who work for the school and on the 
campus are increased then I am not in support of raising the semester price  

• The transportation system on campus is already shit. We shouldn’t be charged more for the 
same shitty experience. 

• Gas and drivers need to be paid 
• Makes sense. This school could use more funding to help students especially commuters who 

already have to drive to campus just to park in the furthest spots. Honestly. If you just put the 
students who are supposed to live on campus in the far away lots as newly established resident 
parking, you’d primarily only have to worry about taking residents to and from their cars while 
commuters could park closer, utilize more of campus and not have the excuse of the cat Tran is 
why I’m late to class! 

• n/A 
• I mean 2 dollars is not that big of a change and not that bad but if it starts to accumulate over 

time then it can cause a problem. 
• We need more drivers  
• I dont use, I just walk instead and have a parking pass 
• Sounds great 
• I dont use it I dont want to pay anything 
• There should be more car trains for commuters  
• Inflation should not mean it is REQUIRED to increase costs 
• Most students are responsible for paying for their gas costs and don't use the cat tran as it is not 

a timely reliable source for transportation 
• I don't think there's really an issue with it 
• Either raise the fee enough to hire more drivers / buy more trans, or don’t raise it at all. 
• That's reasonable  
• Gas is far too expensive. So this is fair.  
• Students would not have to use the transportation if the parking was not as terrible as it is. It 

makes no sense for a student in an apartment across from campus to have to pay >$300 to go 
across the street. That parking deck was a waste of money when it comes to students who 
wants to drive 30sec across the street just to still be a mile away from classes. If WCU admin 
were smart you would swap commuter parking with residential parking. Residential students 
can walk to class easier than commuter students can. Everyone complains about this stuff on 
the daily and I doubt anyone will take this criticism as they should in order to fix this problem. 

• This would serve a lot more of the student population and liven up the town 
• Gas is expensive 
• The cat tran drivers work very hard to make sure all students arrive in a timely manner, are safe, 

and get the right place that they need to be at. As a commuter student I personally use the cat 
tran a lot as our major parking option is so far away from the main part of campus and any 
buildings that I have classes in.  

• Maybe this would be okay, but we need another bus to get us to and from commuter parking, I 
was 20 minutes early and the cat tran driver still made me late to class waiting on other 
students. 

• Transportation around campus is something i do view as important. 
• No opinion 
• The fees should not increase if service is not expanded.  
• This is a convenient privilege that all students are able to take advantage of regardless of 

whether or not you commute. I'm supportive of this increase.  
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• The current transportation fee is high enough as it is. 
• if students are the drivers 
• That's fine. 
• I do not use this service but see it at a good way to support students that do not have the means 

or are trying to be socially responsible by taking public transportation.  
• I understand this due to the increased gas prices. 
• inflation is understandable. 
• Add more stops to the routes or trans please.  
• I use the cat tran everyday and it is valuable to me.  
• Inflation has impacted students tremendously, and we can only handle so many price increases 

on literally every single thing we use or need. 
• Supportive because the cat trans help everyone. Though cat Tran drivers wages should also 

increase  
• I don’t even use them  
• Again, not worth it?? 
• I am only supportive if they will add a single cat Tran that runs from the parking garage for 

commuters or freshmen to a centered point, such as noble. It is unreasonable the parking space 
problem and this would be hugely beneficial to freshmen and commuters. 

• dont need it 
• I think transportation is important and it’s not that big of a difference  
• love the cat tran drivers 
• I really appreciate what the Cat Tran offers and understand the importance of accommodating 

for inflation.  
• Will do  
• Makes sense due to gas price rise 
• The cat-tran is a valuable necessity, but "inflation" which is a manufactured punishment used to 

punish the working class is not a justification to raise prices of tuition. 
• The Cat Tran is a much-needed service on campus that all students can use and, in some 

instances, keeps students safe and fulfills their needs.  
• There needs to be a way for students to request CatTrans. Oftentimes students are left sitting at 

Stillwell/the library for instance for a while. I would also support this if it would include a 
CatTran going to off-campus residences as well. I understand that Husk and Helm are considered 
campus property, but many commuter students from 808 need to walk because they don't want 
to get ripped off on paying $330 for a parking pass when they need to arrive an hour early just 
for a spot. These commuter students should be able to hop on a CatTran, especially if it's cold or 
raining. I am one of these 808 walkers, speaking from experience. 

• Understandable  
• why do we need an increase?  
• Makes sense because of inflation. 
• I would like to know more information about exactly these inflationary constraints are, before I 

just make a decision on whether a 2-dollar fee is valid. 
• I am fine with this increase.  
• That's good.  Anything to help campus be safer. 
• None 
• I don't see a need for this increase 
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• I'm good with this as long as CatTrans remain to be vigilant on getting from place to place on 
time  

• Not everyone uses the cat trans  
• Please pay cat tran drivers more with this, they put up with a lot of shit 
• The cat trans have been a great help to my time at wcu and I would love to help them increase 

efficiency.  
• If you increase then the cat trans need to have more stops and run more places 
• if this increase happens there should be more cat trans to run to more parts of campus (village) 

and even to the outstanding apartment complexes 
• more commuter parking pls  
• The increase stinks but everything’s going up because of inflation  
• They don’t go to all off campus housing  
• I get it, gas is going up and minimum wage should follow soon (hopefully) 
• I feel this is okay due to the increase of gas. The cat tran is a very useful campus resource that 

should continue to be funded properly.  
• I understand the need for transportation cost increases with inflation in mind, and I believe that 

public transportation is a must have on campuses unless there is a decrease in parking costs at 
the same time. 

• I will always support the increase of fees regarding the cat Tran. Wonderful people work on 
those buses and they are convenient for students. I wish they were running longer on the 
weekend and that there was more stops in town. 

• It's a big campus and more public transportation reduces carbon emissions and traffic.  
• cat tran drivers are integral to wcu 
• I don't use the cat tran but I believe yall need to fixed these roads with all these cracks and 

potholes 
• There is already not enough parking for how expensive it already is 
• Cat Trans do not stop at any convenient place along my route. Nor do they stop at my 

apartment complex. 
• Why 
• I use this all the time and it makes sense for gas prices. I hope this also goes to be able to give 

raises and such as well.  
• I am not supportive of this fee increase due to the fact most commuters do not use the Cat Tran. 

Only a select few amount of students use the Cat Tran and I feel as if I should not have to pay for 
their transportation around campus. I already pay for my own transportation as is and I do not 
want to pay for anyone else's. If this fee is to be implemented, my opinion is that it should be 
optional.  

• the cat tran drivers are the only good thing about this. I love them. Other than that... I pay so 
much for parking just to park a mile away in the deck because I can't get parking on campus. 
And on top of that we can't park on gamedays. AND cat tran is literally always packed and not 
on time anyways.  

• I would support this more if I knew the CatTran drivers were going to be paid more and were 
going to be treated better. They ensure the utmost efficiency on this campus and they aren't 
being paid for the amount of work they do. Pay them more, and then propose this to the 
student body next year. 

• The cat trans are alright but the parking system is terrible and is the main reason why we need 
the cat trans 

• Same as before 
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• Unnecessary 
• As long as when inflation goes down the price goes down as well 
• INFLATION ISN'T GOING TO LAST FOREVER, STUDENT DEBT LAST FOR LIFE! 
• If upgrades are needed, that is okay 
• I will never support anything that Western Carolina University does. If Western supports it, it 

must be for profit. Inflate my nuts you pieces of shit.  
• Give the cat tran drivers a raise with that money they work there butts off and they are all so 

sweet and kind and can change your day in just a ride on the bus. Especially the morning drivers 
the older ones who are actually nice and talk to you. The night drivers who are young are not 
interactive they just do it so they ca get paid have no personality. I have no problem i would also 
hope with the. oney you cpuld get a few more busses deffiently ones that run faster to the off 
campuses apartments. The busses that go to off campus are super slow there is only one and no 
other bus in the morning will take you there 

• I guess it makes sense, but I already pay a lot to go to school and every dollar counts. 
• This school is one of the most affordable in the state which is why many people come here, 

because they can afford it. Increasing these fees each year makes it harder and harder for 
students and their families to afford it and is causing myself, and other to struggle with paying 
for our education. It may seem like a small change, but it really is hard on students paying for 
school.  

• I dont use it  
• I am not supportive of this simply because the university is almost forcing the commuter 

students to ride the cat tran, Because of them closing off the parking lots other than the parking 
deck to the commuter students. The parking deck just so happens to be the lot furthest from all 
of the buildings. 

• Don't care 
• Not every one uses CAT TRAN I’m a commuter who parks at HHS for all my classes.  
• Same as previous.  
• With the increase of all these fees and everything instead of worrying about the cat train and 

charging us more for ridiculousness how about doing something about the traffic like putting 
out signs more crosswalks because that’s a safety and health hazard. 

• I dont use thÃ© transportation anyways. I don’t think everyone should be charged for this. I 
think cat trans should rather use cat card balance for each ride. 

• Reasonable with current gas prices 
• Good idea if the employees are receiving a pay raise!!  
• Please try to think of commuters on the back side of campus. I see students walking down 

Montieth gap rd down past riverwalk all the time and that is not a safe road to walk on. A lot of 
people can’t afford cars or the gas and need help.  

• Don’t increase fees 
• Necessary  
• These people work their hardest to help kids getting places at all hours of the day when they 

don’t have to and they deserve it  
• I support this since the next parking lot will prolly be on the other side of town and impossible to 

walk from. Looking at how far commute parking is from campus a mile at a mile and a half walk 
to class is ridiculous 

• CATTran is an Essential resource for most students. 
• Do not increase  
• I want the cat team and $2 isn't bad. 



Page 129 of 258 
 

• I think it's wrong that I have to pay that fee seeing that I'm not a cat Tran  
• Cattran system is a must. 
• I would walk at this point. If there was more commuter lots closer to classes we could just walk.  
• I have not taken the cat train  
• i do not need this service but assume it would be helpful for others 
• Make a better CatTran schedule and app for students. Then we'll talk. 
• Cat Tran drivers should earn more $$ 
• Now that the parking deck exists and commuter parking has altered, cat trans are used more 

frequently  
• I used to use the cat tram very often when I lived closer to campus. I live at riverwalk now that 

only has 1 bus that stops running at 2. Most of my classes run until after that so even though I 
could take that buss, I'm forced to drive my own vehicle AND purchase a parking pass for HHS 
only, instead of the school just sending a cat tram down the road and extra 5 minutes, and 
pucking residents up from the buds stop at riverwalk. Everything here at wcu is designed to 
somehow scam you out of money and everyone talks about this quality. 

• This is a community issue, not my issue. 
• As an active user of the cat tran, I fully support the increase due to inflation.  
• This fee affects all students and i think being able to have transportation is important especially 

at night or for those who don’t have a car  
• This fee should not fall on students.  
• Once again, you should be ashamed of yourselves. Unbelievable. 
• WE ARE BROKE 
• Any increase in fees prohibits participaron in higher education by economically disadvantaged 

students 
• I don't ever use it. 
• give longer hours for cat tran transportation 
• Why should I pay two dollars to ride the cat tram when I can walk for free?  
• why does it need to increase ? 
• we pay too much already 
• I don’t ride the car tran  
• Anything to keep the cat tran running the way it is or better. 
• The cat Tran takes forever and the routes are stupid 
• With gas prices I get it. I don’t ride the cat Tran much but I understand the need for more money 

to maintain the system!  
• We don't need to increase this any its already too much.  
• Cat Tran drivers do deserve more than what they are handed. I do support this. 
• I don’t use the cat tram. Never have and never will. You want to make a fair system? Charge 

people to use i like a regular bus!  
• i have not taken a cat tran once this semester so no I would not want to pay extra 
• Not the most outlandish proposal. Gas prices are prevalent.  
• I barely use Cat Trans because they're not quite as efficient even for a commuter 
• I am supportive as long the Cat Tran extends its services to the apartments near the schools.  
• Can we also have a more transparent system, where there are set times for transit? It can be 

difficult to depend on the transit system when there are no posted times for pickup and drop 
off.  

• Cat Tran does not service me so I do not think I should have to pay. 
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• Gas is expensive, I understand this :) 
• Great service considering terrible parking options for all students. Parking is the worst part of 

western 
• fine. 
• They're helpful to get to campus since parking is a nightmare on campus.  
• I dont use it 
• This fee is more reasonable as the cat tran benefits disabled students and helps take people to 

Walmart and such if they cannot transport themselves. On the other hand the money this fee 
would be raising could come from other departments who are over funded and could survive on 
less for the better of the whole.  

• sounds good but let’s use this money to improve parking as well!! 
• Cat Trans are good 
• The Cat Tran needs to be more reliable and the app needs to be revamped, for the same reason. 

There needs to be more transparency on availability, especially for freshman having to park 
towards West Campus. 

• If WCU wants to provide this service for students it shouldn’t be the student problem to pay for 
the Cat Tran. Also not all students use the cat Tran  

• fix courtyard  
• Makes sense  
• A lot of people don’t use the cat trans it’s mostly freshman who take advantage of this.  
• THIS SCHOOL IS A JOKE IF YALL INCREASE PRICES WHEN STUDENTS HAVE TO PAY FOR 

EVERYTHING ALREADY LIKE THERES NO POINT. I DO NOT RECOMMEND STUDENTS TO COME 
HERE WHEN THEY DO TOURS, THATS HOW BAD THIS SCHOOL IS. TRYING TO MAKE IT A COLLEGE 
THAT IS KNOWN BY RAISING PRICES WHEN 99.9% of COLLEGE STUDENTS ARE BROKE OR 
RELYING ON THEIR BROKE PARENTS TOO 

• I don’t ever use the Cat Trans so I have no opinion on increasing or decreasing the fee 
• A more reliable route for the cat tran would be very welcome, waiting in the cold for an hour is 

ridiculous, especially when on campus 
 

Graduate Students 
Planning to Commute Next Year 

• I would like to know if this service can not function without the increase. If it can, then I am not 
in support of it. I feel with time, the inflationary constraints will level out when the supply meets 
the demand and students should not have bear the financial brunt of a temporary economic 
fluctuation. Will the fee decrease when the inflationary constraints have been lifted or level 
out?  

• Although I walk 25 minutes to campus each way, I won't prevent anyone who desperately needs 
the Cat Tran. In full support of the fee if all of it actually goes to supporting the Cat Tran, fleet of 
vehicles, gas, maintenance etc. 

• Better transportation would be great.  
• what is this exactly going towards 
• There are many students with mobility issues, so the Cat Tran makes campus accessible for 

them.  
• Need more public transportation to walmart.  
• The cat Tran is beyond helpful. And the 2 dollar increase is small enough to be handled. 
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• As a commuter graduate student with all my classes at HHS, I do not use the Cat Tran and it is 
not frequently on schedule  

• I don't use it, as a Commuter I typically park in Fieldhouse and walk across the street into Belk 
since that's where all of my classes are. 

• Only student who use it.  I commute and drive myself and will never take it. If the Cat Tran 
shuttled Grad students from the Asheville campus to Cullowhee then I would be all for it and 
more 

• I dont use the cat tran so i dont think that is fair but gas is increasing so i get it 
• Gas is expensive. But decreases should be addressed when the economy changes too 
• Not used 
• While I value the transportation that is provided to students, the university can find the money 

to fund them with what they already get. There is no need to raise prices for students. 
• It's not used by enough students  
• Unacceptable. 
• Useful 
• this fee increase seems reasonable for a necessary service 
• I've heard good things about the Cat Tran and how it helps students around campus. 
• This seems understandable.  
• Also, make more well known the CatTran that can be called by individuals with 

disabilities/mobility challenges to pick them up directly and drop them off directly where they 
need to go! I had to take this once for an assignment, and prior to it I didn't know it existed. I 
also couldn't find any info on the WCU website about it after the fact. 

• I will never use these services and should not have to pay for others to benefit. Individuals who 
partake in these programs should be required to pay the full cost of the services. 

• I think this is a great service and benefits many different types of students. 
• Why are these costs being passed onto students? 
• I think it would be good to make a catbus registration card or QR code and get transportation 

expenses only for those registrants. 
• I don’t use this. 
• Please don't increase it for students at biltmore park. We don't use the transportation services.  
• I do not use the cat tran so this would not be of benefit for me. 
• Commuters rarely use the Cat Tran. Stop making us pay for things we don't use 
• This does not benefit me in anyway shape or form!  
• Makes sense.  

 
Proposed Parking Rates 

Undergraduate Students 
Planning to Live on Campus Next Year 

• Shouldnt be increased if we have no parking spots 
• I would be supportive if I was guaranteed a spot to park, but parking is a big issue and is 

affecting both students and faculty. I think once there is a solution to the lack of parking, more 
people would be on board with an increase in rates. 

• There is not enough parking as it is. While paying that much there should be better parking. 
• Why is parking so expensive when there is extremely limited space to park, that is, if you can 

find a place to park 
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• Unless there is an increase in parking on campus, increasing the fees is mindless. The passes are 
exorbitantly priced as it is for the parking we are given. I often have a hard time finding parking 
on campus with a residential spot. There is no reason to increase them unless you are adding to 
parking  

• Parking is already ridiculously expensive considering the lack of actual on campus parking in 
convenient locations, and especially for the newest students who have to park in the furthest 
places of campus and even off campus. 

• Seniors or graduates shouldn’t have to pay so much. Seniors, it’s their last year. Graduates chose 
to come to WCU, pay for learning. Not parking.  

• Parking is already exorbitantly expensive on campus.  
• Parking is awful, reduce the fee 
• There isn’t any parking on campus, why increase parking passes.  
• There’s barely any parking spaces, not worth the increase.  
• They are already stupid expensive  
• I don’t believe we should have to pay more to park when the campus barely has any parking 

spots for residents with upperclassmen parking rights around campus. 
• The parking fee is already ludicrously expensive. 
• Parking rates should not increase until issues with a complete lack of parking is addressed.  
• I understand that it's just supply and demand but man isn't $400 enough? 
• It’s already a lot of money, why do we need to increase it? 
• Parking should be improved if we’re paying more 
• it’s already crazy expensive to park and this is irrelevant to inflation as we are not buying a good 
• $400 for parking was already asking a lot. At this high price point, I still often have to park across 

campus because all of the spots are full. 
• Absolutely not!!!! 
• Why are we paying more money to have a parking pass if parking is such a major issue on 

campus? We are not guaranteed a parking spot so why pay more for something that may not be 
there? 

• Parking rates are too high as is, and there is little to no convenient parking. Supportive if this will 
improve parking situations. 

• the parking is absolutely terrible i shouldn’t have to pay this much to park my car a mile away.  
• We need more parking. 
• Build more parking if you want to increase fees. 
• These rates are already too high. We are paying for a chance to get a parking spot. Maybe if 

there were more spots available it would be worth raising. 
• Why should we pay more for parking that we can barely find? 
• Parking is already horrible so why make people spend more for a parking spot they can't find 
• I can barely afford to park on campus as it is. Stop increasing the price of parking. I have to have 

my car on campus for block and internship.  
• increase is simply not necessary. especially when parking accessibility is already as poor as it is, 

as well as parking operations are so strict and expensive to students. 
• I pay too much for parking already with barely anywhere to park ever. 
• $400 for a parking permit that doesn't even guarantee a spot is already outrageous, an increase 

in price would only make it worse on the students who are already paying a lot of money for 
students loans. 
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• I payed 400 dollars for spots that are never available and then a ticket whenever I can’t find a 
spot 

• Parking on campus is expensive as is, even with the many lots, there is no need to pay more 
money to have a spot. The higher the fee, the less students will want to have a vehicle on 
campus. This will not positively help the school, just be detrimental.  

• Why 
• They up the parking spot prices but then don’t have enough parking for everybody. Seems so 

unfair in my opinion 
• We already pay too much to not even be guaranteed a parking spot 
• I think the current parking rates are already really absurd. I can never find parking close to my 

dorm and have to use far parking lots. Increasing it, even if its $10, is not something I support.  
• There are not enough parking lots available to justify a cost increase. Where would the money 

be going?? 
• Some people can barely afford this as it is. Increasing it would only make it harder on students 
• it is too hard to find parking and i got a ticket 
• Unless there is gonna be more parking then it’s not worth it 
• Once again parking is already crazy expensive to maybe get a spot. I’d be ok with the increase if 

everyone got a designated spot and it wasn’t a first come first serve situation.  
• We need more parking spots before increasing the parking fee 
• Seniors should not have an increase of $26, when the other classes are only going up $10. What 

is the point of being a senior if you are not even able to get that much cheaper parking? Not to 
mention senior year is difficult enough, most seniors need a car for internships and work. It 
seems unfair to punish them. Instead, the freshman parking pass should go up more because 
they do not need to have a car on campus. Freshmen should pay the most, then each year it 
should go down. Freshmen also tend to cause issues with parking because they park in lots they 
are not allowed to be in. 

• There is already a lack of available parking spots, why should we pay more?  
• If there is added parking I am supportive of it. If there is no added parking space and there is an 

increase I am not supportive  
• I already have to pay too much for parking and I park across the highway. That is a rip-off in my 

opinion. 
• I think you should figure out a better parking plan and where people can park and then worry 

about increasing the fee.  
• Unless the increased price goes towards building new parking facilities, the parking fee should 

be reduced.  
• Especially for freshman, qe have already paid quite a bit of money to find parking lots close to 

campus either full or instead designated for staff. The staff lots sit mostly empty while they have 
to find room across the street, which may be a problem for those with daily jobs or disabilities. 
 
Id rather there not be an increase unless is it specifically to ensure that students have closer and 
easier spaces to aquire. 

• There's not good enough parking for the increase to make sense. 
• No reason to increase parking fees for seniors that much. We have to pay for graduation and 

many other things in school that are expensive especially as a nursing major so this would make 
it harder. 
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• Parking is already a huge issue because there are hardly any parking spots, so paying what I 
already am and still having to park far away from my dorm is ridiculous. Maybe the parking lots 
need to be extended rather than just forcing us to pay more for nothing.  

• Parking is already expensive and there are already issue with parking. This cost should not be 
raised unless the money would be going towards expanding parking. 

• Need more parking and better access, already $400 a semester  
• I think it’s already too expensive. 
• Motorcycle should be charged much more, freshman parking should be much more expensive 

to reduce the number of vehicles on campus due to parking issues 
• There is already very restricted parking here due to the size of the campus and the sheer 

amount of students coming in, raising the price seems unfair for students enrolled at WCU, 
especially when campus amenities are the only thing within walking distance in Cullowhee. 

• If there is no added parking on campus for residents and commuters, then I do not support the 
increase in price for the 2023-2024 academic year. 

• 400 is already pretty expensive  
• Maybe if parking operations kept freshmen from taking up spots in judacolla lot. 
• Parking is already way too expensive to the point where many students, myself included, don't 

even bring their car up here. You will lose money on this because even less students will want to 
bring their cars. This is ridiculous.  

• Its already 400$ dollars and I can't get a half decent spot it's insane as it is why make it sound 
worse.  

• There is no parking on campus and you're going to raise pricing? Yea no nice try 
• Parking on campus should not be this expensive whatsoever. 
• There isn’t enough parking on this campus already to justify the increase of a parking pass.  
• The parking rates are already high enough especially combined with the fact that every student 

that purchases a parking permit is not guaranteed a spot. 
• Why should senior/graudate residents increase by $26 and not anyone else? Like why do 

motorcycles only go up $1?  
• There aren’t even any parking spaces most of the time 
• Parking is a disaster. People shouldn't pay more to park especially because half the time they 

can't even utilize the parking pass they paid for in the first place. 
• Why increase the amount, when there’s hardly any parking anyway? It’s already expensive for 

college students the way it is and it’s pretty inconsiderate to increase the amount when 
sometimes you aren’t able to find a spot that you paid for.  

• The fact that this campus has the worst parking ever is one of many reasons you shouldn't 
charge more for parking. We already have to park really really far away while more and more 
lots are given to staff, and commuters every year... 

• Juniors and seniors should have priority 
• As students we don’t have enough parking and until we get Adequate parking we should not 

have to pay more 
• You don’t have enough parking to support the number of students we have. This increase is 

unnecessary 
• I can’t find a parking spot as is and I’m paying $400 a semester and it’s nearly impossible to find 

a parking spot  
• Depends on where the lots are being built.  
• The permits are expensive and it is difficult at times to find parking. All students should be 

assigned a numbered parking spot closest to their dorm for on campus parking. 
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• Why are you going to increase the rates of parking when you can’t even guarantee a parking 
space for all the students who utilize the spaces 

• We shouldn't have to pay more for terrible parking and a load of rules that seem like nonsense, 
such as freshman not being permitted to park next to their own residence halls.  

• Most students already struggle paying for tuition, room, and meal plans. 
• Campus parking op is stupid and I dont think that having designated parking lots for specific 

students is very practical nor is it helpful. Yes it might take more time for students (especially 
commuters) to find a parking space but to have to pay $400+ for a parking spot that you may or 
may not get is a little outrageous. I may be little bit biased in saying this, but having people that 
patrol around campus to make sure people are parked where they should be is costing a lot of 
money. Money that students (who probably do not have full time jobs and are going into 
thousands of dollars into debt just to make a living) are not willing to pay. 

• Heck NO!!! Y'all better fix the parking, then we will talk!  
• build enough parking lots before you increase rates <3 
• Why would you increase parking prices when it's already extremely expensive and the parking 

lots are full 
• There is no reason for this increase 
• No especially when parking is terrible  
• If parking rates are going to increase will available parking also increase or be improved? 
• I think instead of increasing rates you limit the amount of students allowed to have passes, and 

assign parking places. And why increase it at all different prices. Senior should increase at a 
equal price to other resident students not 16 dollars more that's that's almost triple increase to 
other students and complete unfair 

• I would be supportive if it were easier to find a parking spot but it is very difficult due to more 
students with cars and not enough parking spots 

• If the increase can make it to where I can actually park that'd be great 
• if youre gonna charge more at least make a new parking lot for people 
• I don't think I should have to pay so much to bring a resource with me to a school that I already 

pay for 
• maybe improve the current parking situation before trying to charge us more 
• Parking on campus is already hard enough to do. There are not enough spots in general for 

everyone with a pass. Even though 10 dollars doesn't seem like much, there are many people 
like myself that can barely afford the 400 as it is.  

• Need more parking on campus, but parking spot prices are already absurd.  
• The parking pass is already $400. There is no need to increase the price on it. The parking on 

campus is already difficult enough to access some days. The increase in pass prices is pointless. 
• I don't believe the senior and graduate resident's rates should be increased so much. 
• I would be more inclined to support this increase if there was more available parking for 

undergraduates and commuter students.  
• There is not enough parking on this campus in general, so paying more to not be able to park is 

useless. If anything, there should be a limited amount of parking passes at a reduced fee that 
are sold by seniority.  

• Why increase fees when there is not enough parking in the first place. Sometimes people have 
to drive around for an hour just to find a parking spot 

• Why do seniors have to take the biggest increase  
• Seniors should NOT have more of an increase than everyone else. 
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• It already costs way too much, why are you making us pay more? Plus, you get even more 
money because a lot of lots were turned into faculty lots this year, resulting in lost space for 
student parking and more tickets being issued. 

• Parking here is absolutely awful and never seems to get any better. I pay enough to be here and 
there’s no reason I should have to pay so much to park. I’d be more supportive if I could reliable 
find a parking spot.  

• A lot of students already can't park on campus due to not having the $400 so there is already a 
problem. Why increase it? 

• there is not enough parking to justify increasing the prices for student parking. 
• If it means you guys will consider creating adequate parking for your student body, then go for 

it. We need more parking on campus! 
• Increasing the fee with less parking spots is crazy.  
• I only support this due the poor parking opportunities on campus, especially near Judaculla lot 

as it is difficult to find parking usually. I would like to see the enlarging of a few lots  
• If they make more parking spaces for all of these new students then yes. 
• We already have no parking spots. I have to park at a gas station have the time cause there is no 

close parking and I’m already paying all of this for it.  
• Are the funds going towards hiring more employees? If the funds are to make more parking on 

campus then sure it would be okay to increase the fee but there is barely any parking on campus 
for students. As a on campus resident there have been multiple times where I have had to sit 
around a parking lot and wait for someone to leave for me to park.  

• Unless these fees are going towards paying maintenance workers, which was not directly stated, 
all of this extra money seems excessive. All of these increases should be more clearly explained 
so that we know what the cost of maintenance is and why it needs to be increased. It doesn't 
seem like parking lot maintenance is going to collapse without these increases. A plan for how 
this would make parking lots available for more students would help. 

• What future projects will this support? Wcu is at max capacity and has zero room to grow. There 
is no more land to build on. That means no more new parking lots. You already have the 
cheapest form of regulating parking. A single parking enforcement officer can cover the whole 
campus in less than an hour. The parking deck was built was to fast for the type of construction 
when cheaper and better alternatives exist. That’s why there is already problems less than 3 
years since it opened. Actually before the deck opened there was already settling issues before 
it was even opened. Everyone knows why the faÃ§ade  broke before we could even park in it. 
Took an extra 3 years to complete because wcu doesn’t know how to plan. And there’s no room 
to expand the already undersized parking lots we have. There’s not enough parking for the 
student population 

• Too expensive as is. 
• We already don't have enough parking. Nobody wants to pay when they don't even have a 

confirmed spot, much less one in their residence hall or even on campus.  
• I would only support if we were promised more parking ESPECIALLY since there are now two 

entire classes being required to live on campus and nothing was changed. Parking is ridiculous. 
• I'm completely opposed to paying more for parking when I'm not even guaranteed a spot. 

Paying 400 dollars just to be forced to park at Walmart is obscene, if anything the services 
should be significantly cheaper considering how little they've supported students.  

• Don’t have a car  
• Don’t in crease any fees unless you can provide better parking and AC in all buildings 
• Don't drive a car or keep a car on campus so these rates would not affect me 
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• we have to pay more for parking when there’s no parking on campus?? make more parking 
spots and then I’ll support. I’ll believe that this increase is for more parking lots when I see it.  

• Finances are hard for some families and the more the school keeps raising all these fees the 
harder it is for students and their families to pay for their education. Why pay for parking on 
campus when I can barely get a stop as it is. All this money for a parking pass for me not to be 
able to park in the lots that I paid for. 

• I don't drive, doesn't affect me, but I feel as though it's still unreasonable.  
• Parking already mad expensive 
• Parking is expensive enough as it is there is no need to increase parking  
• Give us more parking lots and maybe. 
• why 
• I am not sure what legislative salary for faculty has to do with parking rates. Reduce parking 

faculty. $400 is already a lot of money for the privlidge of being able to drive home once a 
month. 

• Instead of young the price maybe we should look at more parking options 
• There are never any parking spots on campus. Also as a rising Junior it is ridiculous to ask me to 

pay that much. Especially when I typically walk anywhere from .5-1.0 mile just to get to my car. 
• Seems crazy to pay to park at all at a school you pay to attend  
• I can’t say enough bad things about the parking rate. It is run by clowns and absolutely sucking 

us dry of money, horrible. Nobody needs to be paying hundreds of dollars so they can park their 
car five lots away and risk life and limb in the battle to get a reasonable spot back when they 
leave once a week for groceries. Absolutely insane. If I had it my way parking fee would be $75 
year long, that’s quite enough. I’ve never heard of such blasphemy before. It’s gonna be a no 
from me. 

• Unless there are plans to add more parking lots or a parking garage, it would just increase 
negative feelings around parking on campus 

• Our lots do not have cameras nor enough spots. why increase the cost when you wont fix the 
issues  

• Except the motorcycles, if you're only raising it by a dollar and there's only like 6 bikes on 
campus then there's no point. That has too little payout to be worth it like the rest of them. 

• If this is used to build more parking lots and to make parking for students, then I don’t mind 
paying a little extra. Parking is horrible on campus, so if this is how we can make this better than 
I’d be okay with it. 

• Parking is a huge pain and the fee is already ridiculous. I spend 10 minutes simply try to find a 
spot where I won’t get a ticket. Increase this fee is asinine. 

• If there is more parking added, sure. But I’m not supportive of paying extra when I can barely 
find parking. I’m willing to pay triple to have a guaranteed spot like at balsam. 

• This parking situation is already crazy as it is. What you can do to minimize this is to not have 
freshmen have a car on campus.  

• There is a significant lack of parking available on campus. 
• I will only be supportive of this increase if parking options will be added.  
• There’s already no parking.  
• The pavement is already poured, why should I have to pay more  
• There is barely any parking on this campus!! Why is there going to be an increase in cost! 
• It is already $400 to park all the way at exon. Any more is rediculous. 
• Parking prices are high. All of these small increases add up and make Western seem less of a 

value.  
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• This shouldn’t go up AT ALL it is crazy that we have to pay 400 dollars to park on campus and 
half of the time we can’t park by our dorms if there is going to be a increase in parking passes I 
feel there should be more parking until then I feel that parking pass prices should decrease in 
price. 

• I am paying my way through college myself and i don’t need to be paying more for services I 
don’t use. 

• Parking is extremely overpriced as it is, some can only afford what it is now, the increasinge 
would cause students to try to park in other places and cause issues. Hell, i dont have a car on 
campus due to the amount of money it would cost to do so.  

• There is not enough parking on this campus for everyone to park. Instead maybe there should 
be more parking spaces available so the $400 we already spend is actually worth it. At this point, 
it is more reliable to buy a parking spot off campus somewhere than it is to give WCU money for 
parking. Do not make us pay more. 

• I am not going to pay more for parking when there aren't even enough parking spots now and I 
have to walk all the way from the parking garage in the freezing cold and in the dark.  

• It’s not a huge increase and I’d rather support maintenance in the parking deck 
• no. just no.  
• Should be decreased 
• Parking is crazy expensive to start with and now you wanna add more especially when parking 

sucks ass  
• Why are you charging so much in the first place? No money is needed to maintain a parking lot. 

Find money from donors not poor college kids. Also, in my experience here at WCU, few 
professors deserve a salary raise.  

• Campus parking is overpriced already and parking is horrible so no it doesnt need a increase.  
• It is already expensive enough. 
• fuck parking ops  
• Why is it increasing? To pay who specifically more? 
• The prices for resident parking passes should NOT be raised as MANY drivers including myself 

have experienced an incredible amount of frustration, stress, and complications when it comes 
to finding parking at nights and when going to classes. 

• I don't own a vehicle so i have no opinion on this, however the junior and senior resident 
amount increase seems a bit much but im only a freshman so i have no idea. 

• The parking on campus is already bad enough due to an abundance of students and limited 
parking, an increase in parking is unfair.  

• I feel like if you’re going to increase parking fees, the wcu school should be able to provide more 
Parking for students.  

• 400$ is already a significant amount of money for students to have to pay. There should be 
more parking in the center of campus for residents before I pay any more for a parking pass.  

• I'm not supportive of an increased parking fee at all. Parking on campus is terrible, I think the 
parking rates are too high as it is. If more dorms are going to be built parking lots need to be 
built as well there's not enough parking for how many students attend Western. 

• I do not understand why the increase has to be this much. Some students already have a hard 
time paying for these things, why make it harder on them, they could possibly transfer schools 
as a result, if they choose to. 

• The commuters should have the highest up charge since they are the ones allowed to park in 
this area. If they are using it, they should have to pay the fees. 
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• Parking is already way overpriced for the number of spots we have available. The past three 
years I have only been able to park across campus from where I live due to all the spots being 
taken. Y’all also built the parking deck in the worst location to make it a valid place to park 

• i already pay 400 for SHIT parking. you don’t need to increase the pay, you needa get better 
parking. 

• I think that it's so hard to already get a good parking spot and I strongly believe it doesn't need 
to go up more than it is. Many colleges don't have parking this expensive 

• If this helps to keep great professors on campus I am very supportive. No professors means less 
opportunities for students to get the right degree.  

• Western Carolina University is a scam and all of these fee increases are making me want to 
transfer. Do yall not realize we are broke college students already struggling to make ends meet 
and you want to make that stress even worse by all of these fee increases. 

• The only way I would be supportive of this increase is if there were to be a DRAMATIC change in 
the current parking situation. It’s currently a mess.  

• There are not enough parking spots for residential students in upper campus, so why should 
students have to pay more for poor-quality parking? Students in lower campus frequent face 
bugs getting into their clean cars and shouldn't be made to pay more. I would support an 
increase if there was more parking in upper campus to meet the student needs and if the bug 
problem in the lower campus lots was amended. 

• Parking Fees are already way too expensive. There’s more students than Parking Spaces,  
• Parking rate are already expensive, there are already so many complaints regarding parking at 

Western.  
• I think it is already high enough. 
• For those of us who live on campus, we are already having to pay so much money to live in the 

residence halls, eat food from the dining halls, and pay to park(sometimes in lots that are not 
close to the residence halls). I don't think that raising the price of having to pay to park on 
campus is going to be good for anybody, that money could be taken from somewhere else. 

• 400 I think is enough for parking because we already battle for parking  
• We pay too much already for next to no parking. I say that freshmen shouldn’t be able to 

Birkholz’ their cars to campus anymore.  
• Parking on campus is incredibly disappointing already. I don’t want to pay more money when I 

will be continuing to struggle to park anyway. The fees are outrageous already.  
• There is barley any parking now. There is more students here than there is parking spaces. That 

should not be the case. And if I’m an upper class man I should be able to park at my dorm 
(whether I work for Rea life or not). I also think that each year the parking passes should 
decrease. We pay way to much to a parking pass  

• Parking is a problem on campus so as long as this money goes to providing more spaces then I 
support it  

• That does not seem like that big of a deal but slightly unnecessary.  
• We don't have enough parking  
• I am NOT a supportive of this because there is nowhere for everyone to park in a parking lot 

they are required to be. Also, there is no close parking to most of the dorms and if there is you 
get a ticket for parking where you live. I will NOT support this fee until you provide lots of 
parking for every student and faculty member and is also close to where your students live and 
learn.  
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• The parking fee amount is already ridiculously high. I need a vehicle on campus and increasing 
the parking rate will make it difficult for me to have a car on campus. Paying the parking fee 
does not even guarantee you a spot. 

• Unless we’re actually getting more parking options, I do not support paying more. There isn’t 
anywhere near enough parking for the amount of cars on campus. 

• There's already way too many people taking up parking lots, an increase would only hurt those 
who can't even find a proper parking space 

• We dont even have enough parking in the first place. I will be a Junior resident next year. I 
always have to park extremely far away from my resident hall as it is due to a lack of parking. If 
this money goes towards building more parking spots, then yes. However, if it does not, then no. 

• I am supportive of the increase as long as parking operations gets dropped down.  
• It’s ridiculous to even consider raising the fee for parking when parking on campus is this 

miserable. Get a grip! 
• Some of the increase could be placed on the commuter prices more. Overall though we 

definitely need more accessible parking on campus so if more money will make it happen! then 
the raise is good! 

• Parking here is terrible so why would I pay extra money to have to park no where near my dorm. 
I understand inflation and everything, but parking is already a mess and we shouldn’t have to 
pay more to park when there is no where usually close to park 

• There is barely any parking on campus and you have to walk to anyways from half a mile to a 
mile to your car  

• parking is not good to begin with, so paying more for a place to park where you cant even get a 
parking doesn't sound good.  

• It seems unfair to make residential students pay a higher parking fee to generate funds for a 
parking garage that we do not even use. I propose that you increase the commuter parking fee a 
lot more than the residential parking fee since they are the ones that actually use the parking 
garage. 

• I am not supportive of this raise as I can not even find a residential parking spot 90% of the time 
and have to go to overflow lots when I pay for a residential spot. If fees were going towards 
building another parking lot for upperclassmen residents instead of pay raises I would be in 
support. I cannot support parking price increases when I do not even get a guaranteed spot 

• If you’re going to increase the price, then make more parking spaces available for students that 
are closer to campus.  

• I already pay $400 for parking and half the time I'm not even guaranteed a spot that is anywhere 
close to my building. It is scary to be out at night as a woman far from her dorm building. 

• For not having descent places to park and already having an abnormally large parking fee, this 
seems a bit absurd. 

• Parking is already hard to find, don’t increase it 
• Parking is poorly managed, and I would not be willing to pay more.  
• It is hard to find parking in a decent spot right now, why should I have to pay more for the 

parking that is already crappy. 
• Parking is already so HIGH. Other schools don’t have nowhere near our prices but I guess I 

should be happy I can have my car here. 
• What is the money going to? 
• I may be ignorant, but I really do not see what needs to be maintained, besides mowing, some 

gravel, etc. I think the fee is actually fine the way it is or could be lower. When you have that 
many people paying quite a substantial amount of money it adds up. 
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• It’s already expensive, and hard to find a spot to park for the fee. 
• No salary raise 
• There are no places to park and i’m not paying that with zero parking spots  
• Unfortunately, I feel that unless the money from this increase is going directly into the 

construction of more parking on campus, it should not be increased. I pay $400 as a sophomore 
student and can hardly find parking; my car sits in the lot unused. It would be upsetting to me 
and those I know to have an increase in the price of parking and still not have regular access to 
parking.  

• WE ALREADY HAVE TO PAY 400 DOLLARS TO HAVE OUR CARS HERE! 
• The parking situation for students on campus is terrible. It’s hard enough to find parking spots 

on campus. So increasing the cost for a parking permit should also include more parking spots 
for students.  

• The increase in parking rate should also be budgeted towards the funding for more accessible 
parking on campus for residents. 

• Parking is already a hassle for freshman students. The parking operations unit already does their 
job well on giving freshman students tickets who are not parked in the correct area. Personally I 
know of two people that have gotten tickets from the parking operations here on campus so I 
feel like there is no reason for an increase to pay this specific staff. I would only be okay with 
paying more if all students had closer and easier parking. An alternative option is to build 
another parking lot then charge students more, just because this option is more reasonable.  

• I already pay 400 to maybe get a spot. If you want to increase the fee then add a new lot for 
freshman. 

• No  
• I am not supportive of this because there is barely enough parking offered for students. These 

parking spaces are not reasonable for drivers because they are located in areas that make it 
harder for students to get to where they need to be. Students, as in myself rarely ever move my 
car because of the poor parking on campus.  

• Where do I even begin? First of all upperclassmen should not be increased by $26, y’all already 
fuck us over enough. Freshmen and sophomores don’t even need cars up here to be honest, 
they ruin parking & take up a lot of space. The parking deck would be very useful if it wasn’t at 
an isolated part of the campus. Why is the motorcycle pass only $42 and getting increased by 
$1? If you want more money increase the pass because it encourages people to get a 
motorcycle instead of a car due to the $250+ difference and they take up a whole parking spot. 
It’s ridiculous that parking passes is the only thing funding parking when it’s the biggest issue 
students have with WCU, not gender & race issues! 

• no comment  
• NO DONT DO IT 
• Not supportive  
• Why 
• I think the current price is overpriced as it is.  There's not enough parking and commuters have 

been parking across the street not even on campus because there's no spots available and now 
you want to raise the prices? Yeah that's a big no unless there's going to be more parking lots 
built this summer. 

• No reason to increase 
• I do not want to pay MORE money just to continue settling for the parking garage halfway 

across campus. Not unless we get more student lots. 
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• Why is parking so expensive? Especially when there is limited spots available, and students, as 
well as staff, are fighting for a parking space.  

• I already pay 400 dollar to park my vehicle and I think that it is very u fare  
• Parking is already expensive, this is ridiculous. 
• Don’t own a vehicle; doesn’t matter to me either way. 
• N/A 
• Parking is already a nightmare here and wages aren’t being increased with inflation, and a lot of 

students here might not be able to afford this increase.  
• There are barely any parking spots as is. 
• There is hardly any parking as is. Once a new parking area for students is built, then I’ll be more 

supportive of an increase in parking related payments.  
• Stop increasing my fees you greedy bastards I'm already paying enough. You make enough off of 

fines I'm sure that I really shouldn't have to increase my fees, or even pay for parking at all. 
What are you gonna use my extra $10 for? Another faculty parking lot?  
 
Stop increasing my fees and stop nickel and diming me! 

• We are already paying 400 dollars for parking.  
• The average cost for parking rates in america for college students is $362. Here at western for a 

residential student (Who mandatorily has to live on campus for two years) Already has to pay 
for the residence halls and for those who must work a job on and off campus to afford to go 
here, need a vehicle to do so. making that 400 payment at the begining of the semester is 
already a dent in the saving account, or paycheck. to increase the amount of money one must 
pay for the parking is to much.  

• This is just absurd. We already are struggling with parking. We can't park near the buildings that 
we have classes in and people are having to park at apartments off campus just to be able to 
park even though they have parking passes. Stop trying to increase the amount of money paid 
and start trying to figure out solutions to the already existing problems! 

• Why should I pay more for parking when there already isn't enough spots? Maybe use the cat 
tran to go from apartment complexs than have commuters flood what should be residential lots. 

• Students are barely able to afford parking as it is. 
• There is no reason for there to be a larger increase in the cost of parking when there are often 

not enough available parking spots as it is. If the cost of parking is going to be increased, there 
should be an increased number of residential parking spaces, and there also should not be a 
higher increase in parking costs for upperclassmen. 

• We need more parking or at least make it free for visitors and other spots 
• Yes, please make more parking available, it is such as hassle right now to drive back t campus 

with no promise of getting into a parking space that I payed the cost of a permit for. 
• The parking situation at this school is not deserving of the $400 we have to pay already so that is 

outrageous that we are being forced to pay more to have the same limited parking options 
when it comes to living on campus. The incorporation of having to stay on campus for two years 
has ruined the parking for students, many of which are forced to flood the freshman parking 
lots, more specifically, having to park at the gravel lot beside HHS due to sparse parking. This is 
blatantly unacceptable or fair for the students who were forced to stay on campus for a second 
year.  

• Parking permits are abusively expensive as it is. No single student's car costs this university four 
hundred dollars per year, and this price increase is a slap in the face of every person who pays 
thousands of dollars to try and get some learning done here.  
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• Parking here is terrible, so unless you plan to make well-thought-out plans and enough parking 
for everyone, this shouldn't happen. The roads here as well aren't very taken care of, so if 
anything, a decrease in parking funds should be applicable 

• This is a horrible concept, we are not even guaranteed a spot and sometimes you end up having 
to park in inconvenient or not allowed. There would need to be excessive reform before any 
increase is even brought up.  

• If this goes towards building more parking lots closer to dorms, I am supportive. Otherwise, no. 
• Too much and I’m not even guaranteed a parking spot on campus. I am behind a gas station. 
• If parking prices are going to be this high the university should not have such a problem with 

parking. More parking needs to be accessible. 
• Parking is already expensive with limited access.  
• parking is already a disaster why would I want to pay even more for it?? 
• Just a couple years ago my brother only paid $50 dollars for his parking spot. The prices are 

ridiculous especially when you have limitations of the spots available. So many more parking 
spaces could be provided though 

• Refer to previous statement  
• The parking here is crazy because you can't even park close to your classes; but making us pay 

more will just be crazy. People get ticketed and boots on their car all the time because of 
parking issues. Students need more parking options that are free for us to feel its close enough 
to enjoy going to class and not having to walk 20 minutes just for a class I will be out of in 50 
minutes. 

• Parking is already super expensive and a good system to regulate parking isn't in place to 
support that high price.  If anything, for the services provided and the parking conditions, 
parking should be greatly reduced until the situation is fixed to reflect the price, and commuters 
should pay a much higher parking price to keep up their parking deck, not the residential 
students.  As a residential student myself, I couldn't care less about the condition of the parking 
deck that I don't get to use. 

• There’s literally not enough student parking as is, until there’s more parking the price should be 
lowered  

• Why, we don’t have anywhere to park so there is not a reason for price increases. There should 
be a plan to make more parking, as a resident I stress out about having a place to park, like this 
is ridiculous.  

• As long as more of parking rate goes to creating more parking lots and parking passes arent 
oversold and there is a limit on how many people can park next year so residents can actually 
park near their dorm I am supportive 

• you should have enough parking spaces if im going to be paying 400 dollars  
• Parking is awful. We pay enough to barely find spots relatively close to our dorms. 
• I am not willing to pay more money for parking when parking spots on campus are impossible to 

find. I should not have to pay more because a surplus of students were accepted without any 
new parking 

• I think for how far they are there's no point unless parking on campus, that would make sense. 
the upkeep wouldn't be needed very often maybe charge every other year. but I don't see it 
necessary since they charge so much already.  

• I feel like the freshman cost should not increase 
• Before increasing parking fees, the university might consider having enough parking for on-

campus students. Because of Policy 96, there are too many students utilizing parking lots for 
residential halls. It's quite ridiculous, really. Especially when many of us sophomores have no 
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choice but to park in the freshman lot because of overflow. I disagree with this increased fee. If 
the fee increase were for building a new parking lot, I would be behind that. Though, that's not 
the case. I don't think many of us are going to support the fact that we will have to shell out 
money to parking faculty who ruthlessly hand out $50 parking tickets anyway.  

• It is a struggle already to find a parking space no reason to jp the charge when there so many 
people already parking on campus 

• I believe that the parking rates should not increase. It is hard enough finding a place to park on 
campus because there is too many cars and not enough spots, that increasing the rates is 
useless and more frustrating for students. 

• I never want to pay more for what already feels like expensive parking... but I get it. 
• Rising costs for parking in which you realize is necessary, but we are not seeing increases in our 

pay to support these costs.  Tuition is a lot of money as is.   
• I paid 400$ and still can’t ever find a parking spot 
• Parking is already expensive, as a student who supports herself with no outside help from family 

and friends, it is already hard to pay for a parking pass with the price as it is. An increase would 
make it even worse. 

• No comment  
• Why are we having to pay so much for parking when we are not getting adequate parking lots 

right now? If would not have a problem raising the price on parking if we had adequate parking 
for the population of Western Carolina University. 

• Parking is already outrageously expensive for parking that is not convenient or helpful for 
students.  

• Paying $400 is already way to much for parking that is not convenient for students anyway. 
Sophomores and up can’t park close to their dorms because there is not enough parking, 
especially near Allen and judaculla. They also can’t park in the Exxon lot without being ticketed, 
but that lot is almost completely empty. But most freshman park on the one on campus by the 
fields. Why would I want to increase my parking pay, when it’s outrageous in the first place. 
Now maybe if you think about building a new parking garage nearby dorms , then we can 
discuss funding for that.  

• supportive only if there is better parking made available  
• Until the school puts in more effort to give everyone equal access to parking, I will not support a 

fee increase. The fact that housing for over 1000 students was just built, yet we actually lost 
parking was quite ridiculous. I understand the need for new student housing, dining halls, and 
academic buildings, but how can we properly utilize those things if we have to park over a mile 
away from campus in overflow and then wait over 15 minutes on a cat Tran.   

• the parking permit is already very expensive and there is a big struggle to find parking, raising 
prices would be difficulty for many students 

• Parking rates could increase for students parking in the main, crowded lots, but should not 
increase for students in long term storage. 
 
Perhaps there could be a parking garage-only plan or something along these lines. 

• Where is this money going? $300+ for each student to park their vehicle a mile away, in addition 
to the fact there are limited parking spaces. 

• If parking was improved and more usable, I'd happily pay significantly more. But this feels like 
paying more for the same outcomes. 

• Parking is so limited as it is it is not fair to go up when you can’t find a space as it is.  
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• It is ridiculous to propose an increase on an already expensive parking pass for a parking space 
that you are not guaranteed to have. Realistically the parking pass should be cheaper, but 
instead It would be best to leave the price as is and build more parking spaces for students, 
preferably a parking garage to not take up valuable space. 

• This is one of the biggest issues at WCU. There is never any spots in the lots and many residents 
just let their cars sit there and never leave because they know if they leave they may not be able 
to find a spot when they come back to campus. It would be different if there was always spots 
but there is not. Parking is like a war here and if you do one wrong thing with parking they will 
charge you. We already pay enough as it is and I already feel ripped off with paying 400 dollars, 
so give me a break!!! 

• its already ridiculously high  
• N/A 
• DO NOT RAISE PARKING FEES, IF YOU ARE NOT MAKING NEW PARKING LOTS. 
• parking fees are very high for parking facilities that already exist. 
• Should not increase 
• It’s already expensive  
• Barely anywhere to park so the cost is a bit much just to not be able to find a parking spot.  
• Why? 
• please i am so poor stop taking my money i just need to work and therefore need a car please 

god dont make me cry 
• Parking passes are already unbelievably expensive, no increase is needed  
• Why would you want to increase something that college students are struggling to pay school 

and yet you want to increase everything. It’s supposed to be a Carolina promise school but yet 
we pay so much 

• Why the increase? 
• more money out of my pocket 
• The parking areas given are horrible and you barely can find a spot, raising rates would anger 

students.  
• make me parking lots please 
• I think that parking is already expensive enough I do not know why it needs to be raised more? 
• The price for parking is already so expensive for a year. I think we should leave it the way it is.  
• This parking pass is already more expensive than any other college that my friends go to.  On top 

of that, the amount of parking on campus is ridiculously low for how much we are being 
charged. 

• Students already pay a lot of money to attend school in the first place. Not to mention that it is 
mandatory for Sophomore and Freshman students to stay on Campus, meaning that this fee is 
not optional for many of them with vehicles, which is all but necessary to get anywhere off 
campus. 

• It's complete bullshit. Parking for freshman is already a complete failure in infrastructure and 
there's no reason any student regardless of level should have to pay hundreds of dollars in 
parking. $400+ for parking up until your senior year is a fucking joke, especially considering we 
all know the money isn't going to the funding for a new parking lot or any other solution that 
makes a fraction more sense. 

• It is extremely difficult to find parking, and I often have to park off campus or am not able to 
park in the spaces I have paid several hundreds for. I will not pay more for already unsatisfactory 
conditions. 

• We cannot even park on campus for $400 
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• No. Don't this please I can't afford 
• Already expensive considering some students can’t even park on campus  
• There is hardly parking on campus as it is and it has constantly proved difficulties. Making it 

more expensive to not get a spot or struggle every single day to isnt a good idea 
• Bump up the price in parking when you build new lots on campus. I'm being forced to pay 400 

dollars for bad parking because I do not live locally. Personally, I believe the prices should be 
lowered until new lots are open. 

• Not enough spaces for everyone.  
• This is ridiculous.  The University is not incurring a fee for a parking lot.  This seems like greed. 
• We already pay an extraordinary amount of money for parking passes that don’t even work for 

half the parking lots. The parking options are limited as is, and I would only understand raising 
that fee if it were to add more available parking that is within a reasonable distance from most 
dorms.   

• HAVE BETTER PLACES TO PARK! This is ridiculous you have to park halfway across campus and 
you want me to pay $400!? You should pay me.  

• EAT A DICK. No reason for it to be this high you greedy hogs. You fucking pigs should be 
ashamed of yourself and your dogshit department.  

• If their is adequate parking the fee increase would be worth the increase. 
• I don't enjoy paying a lot for parking when I have to park so far from my dorm. Also, parking lots 

are so packed with the new dorms opened it's difficult to find a spot. I'd rather pay more if we 
were making more parking spots.  

• Bad for students with financial need 
• There is not an increased amount of parking so why the increase in cost 
• This increase is the most ridiculous of them all. Students on and off campus struggle to find 

parking every single day as it is. Upperclassmen should have the privilege of being able to park 
close to their halls and also earn the privilege of lower cost like students from previous years 
did. We do not get good enough parking to have to pay that much. Not to mention Parking Ops 
gets so much money from tickets they give out to students who are unable to park properly 
because there are too many students and not enough parking spaces. I think either build more 
parking spots or prohibit freshmen from bringing their cars on campus. Do not increase the 
costs for a parking pass not worth paying for in the first place! 

• NO, why am I paying more to get the worst spots on campus. We have no available parking and 
end up getting tickets all of the time because the only spots ever open are faculty spots and 
restricted ones.  

• Dont need to be increased 
• Parking on campus is already a hassle. If there is proven benefit and effort to divide commuters, 

freshman, and the designated parking spaces  
• Not enough parking spots for students who pay this ampunt  
• It's rediculous how much we are paying for parking, when there are so many spots oncampus 

we can't park.  The only one I would be in support of raising a lot would be motorcylces.  They 
have the opportunity to aprk everywhere and still take up an entire parking spot if they choose 
to do so.  It's unfair. 

• Parking is already incredibly expensive. The parking situation is below satisfactory at WCU. It is 
unfair to charge such high amounts when many of us can't find parking on a daily basis.  

• Not too terribly happy about this, but understand that there are rising costs for maintenance 
and property taxes. 
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• As a freshman I understand why we need to park across the street due to the lack of on campus 
parking, but even some upperclassmen are having a hard time finding parking spots on campus 
where they're supposed to be able to park. If there are plans in the future to add another 
parking lot or improve the current parking situation I would support the parking fee increase. As 
of right now this does not deserve my support especially when a parking ticket costs $50 out of 
pocket. 

• Parking is extremely limited. It's unfair to increase the pricing on it. 
• parking already sucks and costs too much 
• If people are already paying 400, there really isn't a need to raise it when there isn't even 

enough spots for the current residents on campus. 
• It's already very expensive and what benefits will it bring to me? We don't have enough parking, 

so why would I pay more for something I'm already barely getting? 
• Why should I pay more for a parking spot that I might not be able to get 
• The parking rate is already very expensive, with most of us (i.e., including upperclassmen) not 

being able to find open spots regularly. 
• Make better and more parking then maybe but the parking situation on this campus makes me 

want to transfer. Compared to other school systems yall charged way too much. Instead of 
building three new buildings, build a parking deck in a central location. 

• No, because parking sucks, there are already no spots unless you build more parking , no. 
• This is already way too expensive. We live out in the middle of nowhere and need 

transportation. Taking advantage of this isn’t it 
• Parking Pass just to either get a ticket or boot anyway when I park at my dorm . A bit 

contradicting  
• No 
• I will not have car on campus  
• There are limited spaces on campus for residential and the price is extremely high to not even 

be guaranteed a spot.  
• Parking rates are already extremely high at this school, and the majority of parking spaces are 

less than optimal. I do not want to be paying over $400 as a junior to have to walk across 
campus alone late at night because there aren't enough parking spaces. These are already the 
highest parking rates of any college I've seen. Maybe work on expanding your parking options 
before you charge people parking rates equivalent to their tuition.  

• Will the university be building a new parking garage where the students actually need it?? 
• I’m not in support because the ones that have paid for their spots barely get to leave campus 

and the lack of space makes it hard for them to even want leave their spot 
• do not increase unless you are building a new place for parking  
• As of now. I do not support an increase for parking rates. If I am made to pay more for parking I 

would first like to see an effort to make parking situations better. As a junior status, who is also 
in the honors college, should not have to park in the back of overflow becuase the balsam 
parking lot is full. Therefore there should be closer parking lots to incentivize these increases 
before I will be supporting the increase.  

• Why would I pay more money for terrible parking? You don't have enough spots for how many 
students tgat attend wcu and yet you continue to accept more and more students. It shouldn't 
be more convenient for commuters to walk to campus vs drive because of parking. It should not 
take 15-20 minutes to find a residential spot just to still walk across campus to get to your dorm. 
Wcu doesn't have land to expand onto and parking lots and decks that could be built aren't 
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helpful if they are on the opposite side of campus from everything else. You can't say we're a 
small campus with a tight-knit community if you can't provide for your students.  

• I have a parking spot becuase i live 3 and a half hours away s but that parking pass was a hefty 
amount that i had to pay and that’s because i’m lucky enough to have my parents also help out. 
not everyone can have a parking pass when they need it. the parking pass amount needs to go 
down, especially when there aren’t even enough parking spots to go with all the people buying 
the passes 

• It’s hard enough to get good parking here, and we are paying a lot already to have our cars be 
here, and I think an increase in the price is unfair, especially for students who are paying for 
their own college tuition and fees and parents who are sacrificing the money they make so their 
child can come and further their education.  

• We pay SO SO SO much already for these damn spots, yet there isn’t even enough room for 
people to park so where is everyone’s money going to? 

• Already very expensive, doesn't seem fair to charge more but I do understand staff getting more 
pay 

• I don’t think this fair when there is barely any close parking on campus. Do NOT increase please  
• Why would you increase the parking cost when there are SO many issues with parking?? We 

have to pay $324-400 to not be able to park close to our dorm or park in places that is infested 
with ants. Western’s priority’s do not align with what the students need. WCU needs to get 
better at listening to their students needs!  

• Lower the price on parking  
• We barely have parking and pay too much to not get a parking spot already  
• I can only support this if there is a new parking lot that is created. Parking here is not great.  
• I would have senior parking and it is not fair to have them pay more when we can’t even get a 

parking spot on campus due to freshman parking in upperclassmen lots. 
• How does increasing parking benefit any of the students? It's already to expensive to have a car 

on campus, increases of any kind is just overboard. 
• $400 is already incredibly high. There's absolutely no reason to raise it if the parking situations 

aren't even favorable as is.  
• I know gas prices are increasing, so private transportation is becoming pricy to where $10 might 

break the camel's back. 
• Why increase the amount of money required if there aren't enough parking spaces for 

everybody? Parking is terrible here. 
• There needs to be more parking on campus not an increase on parking fees! 
• I feel as if there is going to be an increase in parking fees there should be enough parking for all 

students that have payed to park. Especially when individuals have to park in the gravel lot with 
no Cat-Tran at some times. Sophomores should have some priority at parking as well with the 
school requiring them to stay on campus for another year.  

• We barely got parking spots as is 
• The parking rates at this school are already ridiculously high, which is funny because I already 

can never find parking remotely close to my building. Some students, like those stuck in 
freshman lots, aren’t even able to find parking at all. It’s ridiculous to ask for an increased price 
if nothing about the parking situation is going to change. The asked amount is already 
overstepping most budgets. 

• I cannot support in increase into an area that seems so horribly managed already. How is it that 
nobody is happy with parking this semester? The residents and the commuters are both 
unhappy with the parking set up this semester. Judaculla gets so many commuters that 
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residents from Juda, Harrill, Allen, Benton-Albright, and Noble have to prowl for spots if not go 
somewhere else entirely. Commuters do not want to have to rely on the cat trans to get them 
from the parking deck to their classes on time. Anecdote or not, the thought of a Harrill resident 
parking at Norton is an insult. I am tempted to support this in hopes that the increased funds 
will pay for the therapy of whatever sadist is in charge of parking operations, but I have a feeling 
the money would not be allocated to my preference so I will kindly say I am not supportive. 

• Parking is already bad. Students barely have where to park needing to park very far away. I hate 
the point of paying high fees for parking when we don’t even receive a good service?  

• Parking is already so expensive, there is no way more money is needed for maintenance. Even if 
more money was needed, an extra 10 or 20 dollars is not going to make that much of a 
difference. In my opinion, parking is already too expensive, so raising prices is ridiculous. 

• I really wish there wouldn’t be an increase. However its very weird that seniors are charged 
more? Why? Do freshmen keep dropping out? 

• no thanks. parking ops makes 50$ for every ticket they give out, that should be enough funding 
from students.  

• We just park our vehicles here, they just sit unless we need to go get something or if we live 5 
hours away and go home for break 

• The parking is already bad enough here this fee is just to try to get less parking why don’t you 
make more parking at the intramural field once the new fields are built near the village and 
Norton. Also the parking free is also already expensive and increasing it is only to make the 
students more mad.  

• I think with the fact that there is already limited parking it is unfair to increase parking rates.  
• There is not even enough parking why would I paid more to walk 15 min in the cold freezing 

night. Nope 
• Parking at WCU is a terrible system that needs fundamental fixing from administrators and 

potentially lawmakers. No parking rate increase is going to change the rules it’s just making it 
more expensive to use a terrible service. No support whatsoever from me. 

• Given that by the time we're juniors and seniors most live off campus I personally think the price 
should be the other way around. Freshman and sophomores MUST live in campus for the first 
two years and their prices for parking are a lot more expensive compared to juniors and seniors  

• the price before was already ridiculous just for being able to park 
• This campus is very small, and there already is not enough space for the amount of students that 

are accepted every year. Why are we punishing those who can't live on campus (commuters and 
upperclassmen) by raising prices? It is only going to drive people away from enrolling knowing 
that they are not going to be treated with the same respect and care that they were as 
freshman.  

• I do not have the ability to drive, and I use the CatTrans to get around campus so I don't have a 
reliable opinion on the issue.  

• I will be supportive if there are plans for more parking for students. We are seeing more 
freshmen coming in each semester so I think we need to go ahead and have set plans since 
upperclassmen are having a difficult time parking on campus.   

• Parking is so ridiculous around here, no one can ever find a spot. As a 2nd year I have had to 
parking in the Exxon lot which is a no for me. Create more lots closer to dorms!!!! 

• There is already very limited parking for the people who do spend these large amounts of 
money. In addition, the amount of money received from the mass amount of tickets given out 
should more than support the cost.  

• Parking is horrendous and a justified price hike is not really feasible with students  
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• It's already ridiculously expensive that's why I don't have a car on campus :/ 
• this is insane. the parking situation is horrid as it is, and the large amount we currently pay is 

already too much for the crappy parking. 
• You're killing us with parking fines. Please, we don't have it in us. 
• There should be no increase since the parking situation for resident's sucks and amount is 

already high for the quality that you get 
• Parking is already high compared to how many spaces are available to students 
• There isn’t enough parking now so why charge more for it  
• The cost for parking is already exorbitant, especially for the limited parking options on campus. 

Unless parking fees are going towards creating more spaces on campus, I can’t see a good 
reason to increase costs. And even then, I don’t think the students should have to pay for those 
changes 

• The parking is already a ridiculous distance away from ANY main academic building. There is NO 
REASON we should have to pay EVEN MORE to have our only available parking be a 20 minute 
walk from main academic buildings.  

• I don't have a car on campus, but it's not hard to find students complaining about the parking 
situations. Once again, improvements in parking would justify increases in fees 

• There needs to be better access to parking for residents if there is gonna be increased parking 
right now is an absolute joke. 

• PARKING IS AWGUL. DON'T MAKE US PAY MORE IF THERE ISNT ANY PARKING NOW!!!! Its not 
fair to ask us to pay more if you're not willing to provide more 

• One it’s hard to park around and two really 400 to park what in the hell  
• We can’t even find parking as it is. Why do I need to pay more when I can’t even find a parking 

spot.  
• I am only supportive in this increase if the money is used to develop new, safer places for 

freshman parking. Having freshman, the majority who are 18 or 19, park off campus isn't safe. I 
have not seen parking ops in the bank across the street and the gas station store is not open 
24/7. I'm also not sure if the employees of the gas station store would know what to do in a 
serious situation. Therefore I only give this my support if you attempt to fix freshman and the 
rest of student parking 

• Should be decreased a little since it is hard to find a parking spot.  
• I would not like to pay more for parking. I already think that 400 dollars is a lot for parking on 

campus as is.  
• Parking already sucks as it is. I can’t move my car from 9-2 because if I do I won’t be able to find 

a parking spot when I get back.  
• Already paying way to much for the terrible parking we already have. 
• We are already charged so highly for parking compared to other schools  
• What parking? There is no parking. 
• I do not agree to this proposal because the parking is already at a high price not included in the 

tuition with few actual good spots, especially for freshman.  
• I don't think paying more for a parking space you might not get. 
• there should not be any increase on parking expenses because there is NO parking. the only way 

I would be supportive was if they were adding more lots for parking. Parking at WCU is terrible 
and there should be more for the number of people on campus. This parking issue is worse 
considering students are required to live on campus their second year.  

• Parking options are already horrible. No point in raising the price when there's hardly any spots 
ever 
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• none 
• Parking is already insanely expensive on campus and since it has only continued to get worse, I 

cannot support an increase in the fees as I do not have faith that the money will be used in a 
way that is conducive to actually making the parking situation on campus better, 

• I am only not supportive of this for those that are Freshmen or Sophomores because those 
students are coming in with possibly any money just for their parents to be working even more 
just so they can make the money for their children to be here.  

• Do not raise  
• Its not a big increase 
• You already charge freshman 400 dollars (and outrageous prices for other parking permits) even 

though there’s not even enough parking as it is now. Absolutely not. 
• Rather than increasing the overall parking fees, I believe Parking Operations should offer parking 

spots based on a ranking system for residents--parking spots closer to dormitories and the 
center of campus should be offered first to upperclassmen and then to lowerclassemen; parking 
spots could be sold (not a permit) so that spots closer to campus are more expensive and are for 
an assigned vehicle the entire semester (you essential buy your single parking spot and can only 
park there). I and many other students would pay competitive rates to have a guaranteed 
assigned spot, especially in a residence hall.  

• no thanks, i think $400 is enough and parking ops gives plenty of tickets, that should fund them 
just fine. each ticket is $50 and possibly more, that should suit them.  

• As long as there’s enough parking  
• Parking is already an issue. If there is no action to resolve this issue we should not have to pay 

more for parking. In truth, parking passes shouldn’t be as expensive as they are. If prices were to 
go up I think the only valid reason would be if parking had been already fixed. 

• Now why do seniors have to pay more? That doesn’t make sense to me. Making everyone pay 
more makes sense by why make the upperclassmen pay? All because freshmen keep dropping 
out or something?  

 
Planning to Commute Next Year 

• Absolutely not. This is the worst increase out of all proposed increases. 
• Seems like every semester, commuters lose parking spaces that are closer to the main campus. 

the Library). Also, don't know any commuters who would want to park at Judaculla (that is a 
long distance away from any academic building). Why should commuters pay more fees if 
parking for commuters is made less convenient (i.e the Camp Lot turned into faculty parking, Lot 
21 used have commuter parking and no more commuter parking next to the Library). 

• There’s barley any parking which is already stressful so why tackle on a higher payment  
• Before you increase parking rates, you should fix the problem of there being no parking options 

in the first place. 
• Parking rates are already extremely high as well as there are too many students and a parking 

crisis on campus. Paying 300-400 dollars for parking is ridiculous especially when there is a 
parking issue and it is overcrowded. This not a good solution for these issues, instead lower the 
prices.  

• Commuter prices should not change when the lot spaces will not be changed. Absolutely 
nothing will be changed. You just want to pay for that parking deck that was a waste of money.  

• The current parking situation for commuters is pretty awful with often lot closures of commuter 
lots, having to walk the entirety of campus to get to classes if you mistime your arrival and miss 
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the shuttle, and the only other option being metered lots. With the unsatisfactory situation 
surrounding commuter parking I can’t support an increase in the price. 

• If anything, they should decrease. There's hardly any parking on campus and no one will pay 
more for less 

• Why increase the price when students are still having a hard time finding parking? And when we 
use the cat Tran we are always late because they screw around. 

• Theres not enough parking on campus for these prices 
• Why increase parking prices when there’s already not enough parking? 
• Decrease parking rates as students get older. So sophomore, junior, and senior would all have to 

pay less and less as they continue. The price for parking is ridiculous. Other schools have parking 
rates at about half of what we have to pay. If you’re going to make them so pricey, at least give 
us more parking options.  

• If we are going to increase parking then there needs to be better parking. Every single freshman 
lot is full at the end of the night, the juda lot is full at the end of the night. We have students 
driving around 30 minutes just to find a place to park. If I’m paying 410 just to park then I’d 
prefer that we had designated parking spaces with numbers.. 

• parking here is terrible and not even worth really getting a pass so there shouldn’t be an 
increase in something that almost isn’t worth what you pay now.  

• Parking fees on this campus are outrageous for limited parking close to campus 
• As a commuter student, I have experience increased difficulty in finding efficient parking. Lots 

are being closed, spots limited, and time spent "lot hunting" has increased. I do not see the 
benefit in paying additional funds to parking operations when the efficiency of such operations 
are going down. 

• I already can not afford the parking pass price and feel that funds from elsewhere could be 
allocated to alleviate the strain. I do not see the correlation between staff wages and parking 
fee.  

• I am not supportive parking is already overpriced and I have had multiple issues with parking 
during my time at WCU 

• There is barely any parking available in the first place 
• Students/guardians pay so much to get an education. Parking shouldn’t be more than an In-

State students semester tuition. Parking prices are a scam. If you don’t have the money to 
upkeep the useless parking deck, then you shouldn’t have built it.  

• It’s just as cheap to pay in metered lot and then y’all don’t have enough spaces for everyone so 
why even buy a pass unless you stay on campus? Won’t be getting my money or any of my 
roommates money for a pass to be honest 

• Requiring students to pay for parking is frustrating and ridiculous.  
• It’s ridiculous we pay 400 for a pass and have to park a mile away from class, the parking tickets 

need to decrease in price.  
• Increasing the rate will only increase anger currently directed at parking. Create more parking 

for residents and THEN raise the rate.  
• I already can barely afford to buy a parking pass and regularly have to walk a mile to class in the 

worst places to park. Do better.  
• Absolutely not.  Parking is already crappy for us and already too expensive. 
• I think these rates are pretty high for college students that pay for college by themselves and 

they need to commute/park on campus if they’re from out of state 
• There is no parking to the point to where having a commuter pass is not worth it for a lot of 

students living in certain complexes that offer the cat tran or other forms of transportation to 
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campus. There’s no use in having a commuter pass if you’re going to have to take a cat tran 
regardless because of the lack of commuter parking. 

• Current students should be grandfathered in to the current prices and fees. 
• There isn’t enough accommodations for people who already have a parking pass this year and 

now there’s an increase on parking prices? 
• Students already pay an outlandish amount for parking passes and still can’t seem to get parking 

why would they pay even more  
• We already pay so much to park, there are rarely parking spaces available, and when we find a 

parking space we will often times get ticketed.  
• We don't have enough parking as is for students. It's not fair to increase it when students aren't 

able to park in order to get to their classes on time.  
• Parking on campus is already overcrowded and impractical  
• Paying this outrageous amount as a commuter student and not having a guaranteed spot to 

park is quite frankly ridiculous. There is more freshman parking when there are more 
commuters.  

• If the parking prices are going to increase, then atleast have more parking lot options for the 
commuters.  

• commuter parking is still troublesome, even with the parking deck  
• Again I don’t use these so I don’t feel like I have to pay this.  
• There is not a lot of parking on campus, and paying more for limited spots does not sound 

reasonable. 
• There aren’t even enough parking spots for everyone 
• if they are going to increase the price, they need to have better available parking 
• Why would I want to pay more when I have to park on the complete opposite side of campus  
• If you’re going to increase parking fees maybe give your students decent parking and consistent 

parking. 
• BRUH WE NEED MORE PARKING SPOTS. YOUD GET MORE MONEY THAT WAY IF THERE IS MORE 

SPOTS FOR MORE PEOPLE TO PARK IN DUH 
• Finding parking is awful already. Half the time the commuter lots are blocked off or closed 

because of something going on on campus. It would be nice to at least be given a heads up 
when certain lots are closed so that I know I should leave early enough so that I can hike to 
class. Also, why are commuter lots getting worse each year? 

• Its already difficult enough trying to find a reasonable parking space on campus. I don't want to 
have to pay more for it as well. 

• It’s already expensive enough for students who pay their own college.  
• i already pay hundreds on dollars on a parking pass and can’t find parking on campus???? why 

would i pay more  
• i have a parking pass and have to park in a metered lot almost everyday because there’s lots are 

full. give students more parking spots before you raise the cost of a pass. 
• As a commuter I can’t find a spot half the time. I’m not gonna be happy if they raise the fee and I 

can’t find a spot  
• Treat commuters better and then we will consider an increase 
• If we actually had parking I’d be okay with an increase. It’s the lack of/extreme difficulty of 

finding parking where I won’t get a ticket that makes me say no. 
• Parking is already ridiculously expensive on campus and usually I can't find a space anyways  
• it is hard enough to find parking anyways, we shouldn't have to pay more for it 
• How about you get more parking for the students before you increase the pass price  
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• The parking situation is awful as is, there should not be an increase. There are very few good 
parking spots for commuters already, and the ones that are still require a long walk to classes. 
The parking deck is also so far from classes with unreliable cat trans. Overall, parking on campus 
is not good enough to charge this much. Other colleges only charge $10-$30 per year for 
parking. This feels like extortion since commuters don’t really have a choice except pay for a 
parking pass. 

• Parking on campus is bad enough and you pushed commuters far away. A price increase is dumb 
• I myself don’t have a vehicle, but I’ve heard countless students complain about the parking 

situation on campus and believe their rates should be lowered. 
• Its difficult to park and pay as it is  
• The parking system is currently chaotic and has the goal of removing parking for students 

around campus. Less money would be needed for the cat tram if people could park closer to 
their classes. Camp lab for example, it was changed to facility only, which makes getting to the 
building extremely inconvenient. How is a person in a wheelchair suppose to get to camp lab? 
The closest lot is the parking deck, which is far away for people who use wheelchairs. Make the 
parking system better before charging more money. 

• The parking is not a good situation. I live in Noble and have to park in a lot that is for the other 
dorms. Unless there are more resident parking lots that are at a central and more accessible 
location, I do not support the price increase.  

• If students are expected to pay for parking at this extreme rate, they should at least be able to 
park near their residence halls and have enough spaces for all residents on campus.  

• Although I understand our parking is better and cheaper than other schools in our state, I do not 
think prices should increase at all. I am not so upset at my increase due to it only being an 
additional $6, but at the same time, our commuter parking is horrendous in the most respectful 
way possible. Unless commuter parking options are more relevant to the central parts of 
campus, we should not have to pay MORE. It is ridiculous to park in the parking deck whenever I 
am trying to get to the library or Stillwell area. Last year, the Village and Football parking worked 
reletively well, since it sandwiched both sides of campus. Now, everyone fights over spots in 
football lot, there become traffic jams due to checking any space availability when there is none, 
and traffic of the entrance to football lot, the creek lot, and the parking deck. The prices aren't 
terrible, but they are when compared to where you actually get to park. It is easier to walk to 
campus from certain apartment complexes compared to commuter lots, so it is disappointing.  

• Parking is difficult and near inaccessible to the upper part of campus. The parking fees are too 
high, especially for commuter students who’s vehicles are only on campus for a few hours at a 
time.  

• It’s already too expensive for no parking within any distance of main campus buildings McKee, 
Forsyth ect 

• There is not enough parking for upperclassman as it is. People fight for spots everyday. 
Especially commuters. Turn the parking deck into freshman parking and give those lots to us.  

• Parking is the WORST thing about western. Why charge more when almost all of the student 
population has issues with finding parking?????????????????!!!!!!!!! 

• There aren’t even enough parking spaces on campus for the students who do buy the parking 
permits. I didn’t buy one for that reason.  

• Ahahahahaha make us pay more for no parking to begin with?  
• Paying that’s much for parking that isn’t guaranteed is ridiculous. It’s taking advantage of 

students. I’m sure feedback isn’t considered for this anyway. You increase the price because you 
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know people have to pay it. The area isn’t pedestrian friendly, it’s nearly a requirement to own a 
car.  

• I already pay $400 to not be able to find a place to park and you want me to pay more? 
Absolutely not. 

• Parking already costs so much and there aren’t even enough spots for everyone that has 
purchased parking passes 

• Students have such a hard time parking already. No one should have to pay even more money 
to still park a mile from campus. 

• Charge freshman more to discourage them from bringing cars, don't charge upperclassman 
more if you want to retain them 

• Parking rates should only increase with a proposed plan to fix parking issues 
• you charge ridiculous amounts for mediocre parking. no. 
• we need more commuter lots across campus because we drive every day. Why is there no 

commuter parking on the library/ bookstore side of campus? I pay so much money and I can 
never find parking.  

• WHY PAY MORE TO NOT BE ABLE TO PARK ANYMORE DUE TO SHORTAGE OF SPOTS?????? 
• The parking already sucks and is not really worth it since I walk mostly. If increased, I personally 

will not purchase a pass. 
• Prices are far too high 
• How does the price of an already paved parking spot go up please explain this?  
• Parking has been an issue this year. There are not enough spots for everyone l, especially in 

Judaculla. I hate paying $324 already to park a mile away. Especially when I end up having to 
park in a paid lot anyways and pay more. You make plenty of money off of parking lots and 
there is no need to increase the fee! 

• Parking has been increasing MAJORLY since 2017. I do not agree with senior prices being the 
same as commuters and neither of those should be more than 300$. Sophomore should be 
cheaper than freshman. Graduate students should also be cheaper.  

• Parking is horrendous, and to pay even more... No thanks. 
• Parking already SUCKS. I absolutely won’t buy a parking pass if the price is increased.  
• Fix current parking situation before trying to decide to increase the parking fees.  
• Seniors and graduate students should not be seeing the highest increase in parking fees. They 

have been here the longest and the lower cost for parking should be a sign of gratitude for 
staying with the school. The consistent increase of fees are reducing the appeal of WCU.  

• Stop building new building and focus on the space you have.  
• Why are you raising the price of parking when I can barely park at my own residence hall? 

Maybe take away some staff parking since they don’t even use it all so people can actually park 
and use their vehicles freely.  

• We are poor, we have hard time paying for it. $324 was too much to pay for a parking pass in 
the first place!!!!! 

• Not until you can actually provide adequate parking for everyone 
• there is limited parking as is and with increasing the student population without creating 

changes to the parking situation it would ultimately be pointless to increase the amount. it is an 
extreme inconvenience. please add another lot. 

• If this money goes towards improving parking access, then it is well spent 
• Parking is already bad as it is now, we need to be able to park closer to classes or pay less for 

parking. 
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• Not enough parking close to campus as it is. Needs to go down if we have to walk as far as we 
do.  

• Why increase the money we pay for parking spots if half of the student body can’t find a parking 
spot 

• We already pay half our rent to park when at times the only parking is over a mile away 
• It’s already expensive enough for SHITTY parking.  
• Further explanations beyond "inflationary costs" would be appreciated.  
• Provide more spaces or regulate existing spaces and reconfigure parking lots and re assign lots 

by demand of category population: example/make parking deck for freshman only or split by 
level for commuter, faculty overflow, and freshman. Make lot by softball- all commuter.  
Be more strict about parking lot designation at each academic year and those who are confused 
and not made aware fully of parking changes, which causes people to park in old lots that were 
designed for xyz in previous years.  
 
Again- I’m aware of that there is plenty of parking, but those who are entitled are ignorant and 
want what they want which is at their best convenience.  

• They are high enough for such little parking options now.  
• Parking is horrible around campus, so as a commuter next year I will not be buying a pass to 

park my car on campus when I do not even know if there will be spots. 
• Bruh. 
• Parking with a pass is already a nightmare. Create more spaces for students, commuters are 

struggling.  
• Parking on campus is terrible! Why would I buy a parking pass when the parking spots are very 

limited.  
• There needs to be more parking options.  
• Why pay more when you can hardly find parking  
• Why 
• As a commuter I think this would be really terrible. We already have to fight for our limited 

parking and how they took away a few commuter lots this years and having to do the same 
going forward while paying even more hurts the students 

• Until the parking deck, students struggled to find parking on a daily basis, with the parking deck 
this struggle has decreased so I’m on the fence about an increase.  

• I am already paying $330 per semester to only be on campus 3 hours per week. 
• We already pay a stiff amount for parking. If the parking garage is solely responsible for this 

increase, it shouldn't have been built. It's also a problem when these parking passes are so 
expensive, and yet all the commuter parking is extremely far away from the academic buildings. 
Its almost closer for me to walk and not pay for a commuter pass, then to drive to the parking 
garage. 

• We already pay too much to park in the most inconvenient/furthest away parking lots.  
• The parking fees are already ridiculously high. Students shouldn't have to pay for parking. 
• Fix the parking problem first. When you decided to build three new dorms, did it ever occur to 

you to expand parking for students? Nope. Instead, you decided to combat the problem with 
another problem.  

• Parking is a mess as it is why would we increase prices? 
• Parking is too high already and we barely have enough parking as is. I don’t want to pay more to 

still not be able to find a parking spot  
• We should not have to pay this much to park at the university in which I already pay to attend  
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• Parking rates are already very high for commuter parking! I literally park on campus then still 
have to wait for the commuter cat trans to pick me up. The parking deck is all the way across 
campus from Stillwell where most of my classes are located. Terrible over priced parking! 

• Parking is horrendous on campus. Even with the addition of the parking deck it is still not 
efficient for students to have vehicles on campuses. Cat Trans are not a quick or reliable source 
of transportation on campus, and make it hard for students with physical disabilities to have 
reliable transport. An increase in parking, with a lack of suitable spots for commuters and other 
students to park is unfair for the student body.  

• You need to fix the current parking issue of people continuing to park without a permit before 
you make the honest people pay more. Increase parking fines drastically. Minimum 200 a 
violation. 2 violations pay the school the same as a parking pass 

• I am already paying $324 to park as a commuter. It is ridiculous for me to pay more money to 
park when the closest lot is still a 10minute walk away from my class. 

• As is students cannot park anywhere and many of the commuter parking lots have been 
changing to faculty and staff. Why should students have to pay more for something that is 
becoming less and less accessible? They shouldn't. A student got injured trying to get to a 
freshman lot this semester because of the inaccessibility of the parking and the lack of cat trans 
and convenient cat tran hours. It would be simply unethical to raise the parking fee.  

• You can’t keep raising the parking prices while reducing the amount of spots available 
• Fix parking.  
• We already pay way too much for parking and there’s never even parking spots open  
• fuck you guys how are you going to raise parking passes but not have enough spots for 

commuters you just want to rob students any way possible  
• The parking deck is to far from the main campus  
• Parking on campus is a joke. Unless we can park in any spot on the campus we pay to attend, 

there's 0 reason to charge us more than we already have to pay. 
• its already expensive to park and the parking options are terrible, especially for commuters. 
• DONT.  
• There are not enough parking spots as it is. Upperclassmen have to park in freshman lots and 

overflow lots. The money used from parking rates is not going towards new parking lots that are 
needed.  

• You took away all the good parking, built a parking deck a half mile from the closest classes, 
routinely close commuter lots, and then want a raise? Cmon. There is barely any lots on the 
other side of noble or near the library, it's practically better for me to walk to them from river 
walk then drive to a lot. 

• Fees too high. Parking situation sucks. I walk a mile everyday to get to class. My daughter goes 
to another university, out of state, and only pays $35 a semester for parking. It is ridiculous. 

• Parking has been an on-going issue and due to the recent changes, it has become WORSE. More 
fees and less parking options is not kosher. 

• Commute parking is the worse spots on campus 
• No. Why are you raising rates of parking? We already pay a ton for parking and the parking here 

is terrible! We already fight every day to get a parking spot that's not in your precious parking 
garage that is a mile from most classes. This is just a disgrace. 

• I spend so much money to go here please don’t screw us over anymore on the this parking 
nonsense. You are putting me in the poor house  

• No, Parking Ops gets so much money through ticketing. 



Page 158 of 258 
 

• Raising the Senior and Graduate rates by so much is disrespectful to those students that are few 
and far between and haven't transferred to leave. Personal Parking Passes are dumb to me 
anyway since it isn't used to make closer parking spaces, instead, you make a parking deck that 
is never full because no one wants to walk that far since the Cat Tran takes forever. If you want 
people to be okay with this increase, do better things with the money, better ideas are needed.  

• There’s not enough parking for people already. Don’t let freshmen bring cars, and maybe I’ll be 
okay with an increase.  

• Not enough parking especially close enough to classes to be making us pay more.  
• There is not enough parking as it is on campus and for the rates to increase just to not find a 

parking spot is unfair to all students on the WCU campus. New dorms were built with no new 
addition of a parking lot. Therefore, there will soon be an increase in drivers with no new 
parking areas to choose from. I think the rates are acceptable and should stay the same.  

• I barely can find a parking spot as-is. I’m not paying more to not be able to park 
• Parking is important part of campus, we should ensure it is operational. 
• If we could get more parking this would be reasonable. As of now, paying $400 is a bit too much 

for parking that I have to wait to get . 
• Cut prices in 1/2 
• No. Parking operations screws us. Every parking spot is inconvenient. 
• You hardly have enough parking for students as is. Students currently paying 400 don’t believe 

that is suitable due to the fact that staff has been taking over lots. 
• building the parking deck by the baseball field was the worst decision for parking EVER. students 

who commute cannot rely on the trans for on-time transportation. stop increasing student fees 
when INFLATION IS AT ITS WORST. WE CANNOT AFFORD EXTRA CHARGES BECAUSE OF A 
PARKING DECK WE DONT NEED.  

• I disagree to an increase even though I don’t have a car. I hear complaints of how parking is 
nonexistent at WCU even by teachers and a better option would be creating more 
transportation services and parking off campus so student can park their cars off campus which 
leaves room for staff as well as including more buses with scheduled pick up times so students 
are not late and can rely on transportation services unlike now. 

• Parking fees are already extremely high for students, despite this high price students pay their 
requests are not being met. Parking is a large struggle on this campus for many students, unless 
this money will be used to create more lots for students I do not support this and feel it will 
cause only harm for students. 

• I think the parking fees are absolutely ridiculous, considering the fact that students are already 
taking out loans in order to pay for their school especially first gen.  

• Parking is outrageous as is. It should be lowered. Out of state students struggle to pay school as 
is and people who live farther away. Lower the price.  

• I already pay a ton for shitty parking this is ridiculous. Gonna build another lot for freshmen 
when I HAD TO WALK TWO MILES TO MY DORM as a freshman but leave the commuters and 
residents looking for spaces like pulling teeth from a chicken it's ridiculous. This is a large reason 
retention rates are low you treat everyone else like they don't matter.  

• I don't support a price increase. 
• I do not have the money or finical aid to pay for this.  
• That is too much to pay for parking where i may or may not be able to find a good spot. Most of 

the time i have to use the parking deck and take the cat tran to class.  
• When you guys make more commuter spots close to campus you can up your prices. 
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• Why is there a need to increase the price on parking lots? Are you all planning on purchasing 
more land for parking lots? 

• How is it acceptable to charge almost $400 for commuters when enough spots can't even be 
provided for them 

• You don’t have enough parking for the residents  currently here without making them walk, 
probably alone all the way across campus!why would you charge them more?  

• I can barely find anywhere to park and I already pay 400 out of pocket to have this pass. How is 
it justified that we already pay thousands to go here, but also have to pay for a pass just to be 
able to get to the classes we pay for? This burden is already heavy.  

• If this fee would lead to more parking areas then sure. If not then it’s not worth it. 
• The price for commuters is ridiculous considering we still have to walk across most of campus 

due to the lack of nearby parking. 
• We already pay a lot to still get screwed and have to park far as hell away. If an increase will fix 

that, I’ll pay the extra six dollars.  
• Id be fine parking further away from campus if the campus was more walkable and had more 

opportunities for students to get to the classes they need without taking a bus or a 20+ minute 
walk. Why is the parking area by the library still closed? Its been almost 2 years and no progress 
has seemingly been made. Despite the “one semester” that was stated. 

• Unless y’all are planning for more on campus commuter parking, it would be really wrong of y’all 
to charge more. I already can’t park on campus as it is.  
 
Something also needs to be done about the student worker parking. We are only allowed to 
park in commuter spots. I’m getting in trouble for being late but no one “can” solve this 
problem. It feels like student workers are being punished. 

• You need to be more open about who this money is getting paid to. At the very least this should 
account for the profit from towing cars, which does not have a clear use.  

• That’s DOUBLE!!  
• I already pay a lot for parking, and I fight everyday for a parking spot. I don’t feel the need for an 

increase until more lots are opened for commuter parking. I know it’s only a $6 increase 
however I’d rather put a $6 increase on mental health services. 

• With the parking spots that commuters currently have I do not think that it is fair for us to have 
to pay more. If commuters were given more parking closer to classes then I would say it was 
fine.  

• I won't be here next year so have at it 
• I commute with other people so I don't have an opinion. 
• I already can’t afford a parking pass so I don’t buy one.  
• I support paying for Parking. BUT, WCU specifically has had alot of parking problems now and in 

the past. We have no where guaranteed to park. We have to park and walk very far for one 
class. If there was accessible parking for all students it would be different. I also believe this 
parking fee is WAY TOO MUCH, why should freshman , sophomores and juniors pay $400 now 
$410 . I 120% do not agree. AT ALL. 

• I only disagree because I already think the parking rates are outrageous considering the terrible 
parking situations I experienced as a student living on campus. As a freshman, I had to pay 324 
dollars to park at the Exxon and sometimes even at the gravel lot which is ridiculous.  

• I think parking fee is already high enough, and if they increase parking fee they need to increase 
the number of parking spots on campus. 

• This is fine if there is actually going to be enough parking spots on campus for students  
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• We do not have proper parking anyways, so why would we pay more for parking when it is not 
proper parking anyways.  

• We have terrible parking options and causing students to pay more instead of fixing the issue is 
predatory. 

• People can barely afford the 400 dollar fee for parking, why increase it even more if they are 
barely getting by with these parking fee, if you going to increase this might as well decrease 
other fees 

• The parking already exists, why is it being increased?  
• The parking is already crap, I don't want to pay more for your crap parking spots 
• There are already not enough spots on campus for us to park, and then the addition of the 

parking deck only made things worse. There needs to be a significantly better parking situation 
for commuter students closer to campus. We cannot rely on a tran to get us from the deck in 
time, and not everyone is possible to walk the mile from the deck to the center of campus. If 
you can build three new dormitories, you can create sufficient parking to accommodate the 
expansion. 

• We pay too much for parking and students still struggle to find parking on campus. We shouldn’t 
pay more when the school continues to give parking to faculty and staff  

• Parking Permits are already ridiculously priced so I do NOT support an increase. The parking 
situation is also horrendous, especially for commuters. More parking gets taken from us and the 
location of the parking deck was poorly determined. So, no I don't support this increased 
amount.  

• I already pay 400 which is an egregious, inflated pricing. To pretend that 400 * n (n being 
number of students) isn’t enough to cover maintenance and pay many is beyond ridiculous. If it 
is truly that much of an issue it should be easy to see these numbers? Can I see the actual value 
that is negative so it would make sense and everyone can have the peace of mind they aren’t 
being gouged for their money? Because in 2020 there was 12,423 students. So let’s say 1/2 are 
seniors. 6,211 * 400 = 2,484,400. Then you would have 6,212 * 350 =2,174,200. This equals 
$4,658,600.00. This doesn’t include the people paying for hourly parking daily. So, is it truly 
necessary to increase these prices when the university accrues over 4 million in parking in a year  

• If you are going to raise the rates. I want to see parking available. I want designated spots for 
senior, sophomores, etc. I as a coming senior should not have to fight a sophomore or freshman 
for a parking spot if I’m paying $350. I think there should be a pecking order. Don’t had out 
parking passes when you don’t have spaces to give out.  

• For commuters it really sucks since we have not a lot of parking that is close to central campus. 
So now we have to pay more to be farther away from campus still. 

• The statement of "inflationary pressures" has been reoccurring throughout this survey. But what 
about the students? inflation affects us too but we are supposed to pay more? Makes no sense 
to me.  

• its already expensive enough, why make it more expensive. Plus tickets and towing happens a 
lot 

• If we could have a breakdown as to why we are increasing it, and build another small parking 
deck in the residential side of campus then I would be for it. As it stands, with the difficulty of 
parking I do not think it is appropriate to increase fees. 

• Parking rates are already ridiculous! Why increase it?? 
• I don’t want to pay more to never find parking spots- change commuter parking and I would 

support.  
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• Students should be able to get to school without having to pay ridiculous parking fees on top of 
what we already pay to be here. The parking on campus is crowded, inaccessible, and not worth 
hundreds of dollars, and any increase in the already astronomical parking fees should absolutely 
not be implemented. 

• It has been frustrating this semester having to pay hundreds of dollars just to be told that we 
can’t park anywhere except for the commuter ramp a mile and a half away from the buildings I 
need to be in for classes, with everyone other lot closer to students or turned into freshman 
parking. The parking doesn’t make sense for students who commute and is already 
inconvenient. 

• The parking on campus has only gotten worse since I have arrived here. A FRESHMAN DOES NOT 
NEED A VEHICLE. NOR DO THEY NEED THE ONLY REMAINING CENTRAL CAMPUS PARKING LOT. 

• If we have improved parking yes! 
• Parking is already way too expensive. There are barely any decent spots and, many times, there 

aren’t even enough spots on campus and you have to drive two miles to an overflow lot or pay 
in a metered lot. Not to mention, when there is a football game or a big event, we’re limited 
even more. An  increase would be a slap in the face. 

• There is not enough spots on campus as is. This would make sense if there is another resident 
lot added in the middle of campus. I need to plan to take an hour to get to my morning class 
from the village because the cat Tran messes up and there is not enough parking.  

• The parking rates are already absurdly high and parking enforcement is overly aggressive as it is.  
The college should reduce the amount of parking enforcement patrols to help lower this cost. 

• Over the last two years, commuters have lost efficient access to campus due to changes in 
parking lot designations, presumably in order to accommodate and/or appease incoming 
residential students. As an example, even with the Cat Tran system, I must arrive on campus 30 
minutes before class, as it is not infrequent that only one or two buses are running the 
commuter route. The story is similar even if I do not utilize the Cat Tran system, as it is a mile-
long uphill walk to my classrooms from the parking deck. For comparison, most residents can 
walk from their dorms to almost any classroom in 5-10 minutes. 
 
If these extra funds were used to better balance the commuter parking experience, I would be 
supportive. Otherwise, why should I have to pay an increased fee for a continually degrading 
parking experience? I understand that the parking deck takes funds to maintain, but it 
negatively impacted most commuters. Why are residents not parked there instead, when they 
live on-campus already and do not have as long of a commute to classrooms? 

• There still isn't enough parking and you want to charge us more for spots we can't get  
• I agree. 
• why raise the price when y’all are just gonna over book people with cars. just stop giving out so 

many parking passes.  
• Why is the upper year rates increased more that is not fair. I do not support it.  
• The parking situation for students is already unacceptable due to the amount of students and 

the very few amount of parking spaces. The need for more spaces is urgent as students must 
walk a mile to get to their own cars to go anywhere and that is completely unreasonable when 
they already pay so much to park on campus. Until there is more accessible parking in larger 
numbers for all the students who pay to park then it is unreasonable to increase the price of 
parking.  

• The parking is perhaps the worst problem and feature of campus life. I’d sooner drop out than 
have to pay more for something that is already shit and not being improved upon. 



Page 162 of 258 
 

• Barely any parking. Doesn’t make sense to raise the fee 
• You should really offer the semester pass every semester! a lot of your students graduate in the 

fall.  
• Parking on campus is impossible now. 
• I think that the parking rate increase for graduate and senior residents is a bit unfair since it will 

have a higher increase. I feel like 300 dollars is already a lot of money especially considering the 
number of who go here and each one pays a quantity over 300 for parking. 

• Parking rates should not be increased because of the limited parking that there is available for 
students. 

• We need more space  
• I think the price increase will be good if it means potentially building more parking. I dont 

necessarily agree with gouging junior and senior prices though 
• Scam 
• There isn’t enough parking as is we need more parking before y’all think to up the price 
• The parking is already horrid on campus yet it keeps going up in price for worse spots  
• Parking is hard to find and super far from buildings for commuters it shouldn’t be so expensive   
• None 
• The cost of campus parking is already unnecessarily high 
• I already can barely afford the commuter pass as it is I don't want to pay any more money than I 

already have to 
• There is no reason to increase this! 
• There isn’t enough convenient parking on campus, and the rates shouldn’t be raised unless the 

parking situation is fixed. Either build more parking decks/lots closer to class buildings, or don’t 
raise the rates. Disabled students are screwed over every year because we can’t find a place to 
park and the trans aren’t remotely close to reliable, so we end up being late to class. Fix the 
parking situation, or don’t raise the rates. 

• Stop charging upperclassmen and graduate students more and giving them them the worst 
parking lots. 

• It's reasonable  
• As a commuter, I barely have enough money to feed myself. Not to mention how much it 

already costs to put gas in a car. I do not support an increase here.  
• There already isn’t a sufficient amount of parking available and increasing the cost could prevent 

some students from parking on campus.  
• The staff can kiss my ass. That parking deck was a waste of money. How dare you raise rates on 

students who sometimes have the opportunity to work a part time job for less than liveable 
wage in order to make it so you can sleep comfier at night. YOU ARE ADULTS. WE DO NOT HAVE 
THE OPTIONS YOU HAVE TO MAKE LIFE EASIER. Anyone who lives at the apartments across from 
campus are facing increased rent and other fees on top of having to pay the ridiculous amount 
of $324 to park one minute away and be a mile from their classes. It’s insane and messed up. 

• We already don’t have enough parking close to classes and this just makes that worse 
• The parking at Western Carolina University is perhaps the worst thing about it’s existence. What 

do you get with 11,000 students? 500 parking spots and a money hungry squad of parking 
“officers” and tow truck drivers. Eager to eek out what little money the average college student 
has, all for trying to park somewhere within a 3 mile radius of his/her home because it’s 25 
degrees outside and somehow raining.  I reject the proposed parking fee increase, and if you 
don’t know why, it’s probably because you have a house and driveway, you don’t know how it 
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feels. I refuse to pay more money on something that will not be made for the better, but worse 
as more students come. You people are leeches, and I hope you know that.  

• As a commuter parking options are already so limited for the very high price that we pay. If 
commuters had more options to park in besides 2 small lots and the deck I might be more in 
favor. Every lot that commuters used to use and favor such as the old school lot, the village, the 
library, and the lot between the UC and Reid have all been taken from us despite the extreme 
usage from students. While the parking deck is very nice it is still very inconvenient as it is so far 
away from class and if a cat tran is not ready to go as soon as you get on you are at risk of being 
late to class due to the long walk and the availability of cat trans.  

• This is ridiculous, parking should not cost us over $400, enough people pay to park in metered, 
or get tickets and boots which also forces them to pay.  

• Parking at WCU is already a NIGHTMARE. There is never ANY parking. You already charge 
students 400 dollars to park, and half of the time students have to leave for class an hour early 
to find somewhere to put their car. Maybe solve the lack of parking spaces before you charge 
outrageous prices for something that is beginning to appear obsolete. 

• We pay 300 dollars plus to park on a campus with minimal parking.  Increasing this fee will not 
help anyone.  The parking situation needs a plan of action that the students can read.  The 
parking deck was not the best move for western. 

• Parking is prohibitively expensive already and should not increase in price.  
• There are not even enough commuter parking spots, forcing the increase of parking is incredibly 

unfair. 
• Theres already not enough Commuter parking and way too much freshman parking. Stop raising 

the parking fee because you dont know how to manage school funds correctly 
• There is hardly enough parking as it is. Increasing the price to park on campus while 

simultaneously not providing sufficient and accessible parking is a disgusting exploitation of 
students who need to park on campus.  

• I don't pay for parking.  
• The parking in this campus is an absolute JOKE as all student lots are completely full during class 

hours leaving no room to park for students while there are countless faculty lots that always 
have many empty spots as well as areas under construction taking up room that could be used 
for more student parking. The student parking problem on campus is well known throughout all 
students at WCU so it must be known by the faculty as well which makes this shameless ask for 
more money even more ridiculous as the service your are selling is incredibly faulted and you 
know it is faulted.  

• i agree but only for new parking lots. i’m not paying extra when i already can’t find a parking 
spot 70% of the time  

• You’re already charging me out the ass for a parking spot not even on campus. Forget it, you 
ain’t taking my money. 

• Commuters already get the short end of the stick and have to not only commute, but walk a 
great distance to get anywhere.  

• Once again, the verbiage leads me to believe that this is a way to circumvent the proper 
budgeting constraints for the school instead of correctly approaching it since no new parking 
services are being proposed. I do however think that raising this particular fee over the others, 
as it is a privilege fee, even 20% would be a more acceptable way to approach the budget 
constraints facing our institution.  

• We barely have enough parking, so how does increasing price benefit that issue? Parking deck 
maintenance should not be that expensive since it's brand new. Why are seniors and graduates 
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having the most increase when they are the most likely to need a car, there should be increase 
for freshmen to deter them from bringing a car to campus 

• As a student who drives, it is a warzone every day to find parking. There is no reason for $400 a 
year if finding parking is stressful. Parking operations also make enough money to cover this 
increase. Also suddenly requiring sophomores to stay on campus should cover these costs. 

• Please provide a map of some sort of where students are allowed to park based on their pass.  
• I think parking student parking is already outrageously priced.  
• I’ve never bought a parking pass because it is outrageous to think I have to pay that much just to 

have the right to park my car somewhere legally. If there was adequate parking for everyone 
and parking wasn’t a campus issue, then I could see the price being acceptable, but parking has 
been an issue here for a long time.  

• Parking is already a joke on campus. Students already pay an absurd amount of money to park 
only for there to not even be spots available  

• We shouldn’t have to pay for parking at all  
• Literally WHY????? Y’all are RIDICULOUS with these fees 
• First fix the problem of not even being able to find a parking spot then an increase can be 

considered. This is charging for an invisible space. Open the parking garage to commuter and 
freshmen so that everyone has a parking spot. 

• we dont need it i dont even drive to campus 
• you’re already giving away our parking spots, why would I pay more not to get a spot? 
• why if there is LITERALLY no parking options that aren't miles away from classes 
• there's honestly no reason for this to be happening. The commuters have issues finding parking 

all the time and we usually have to park on opposite sides of campus 
• There is absolutely not enough parking in the first place. I paid $400 for a parking pass to get a 

ticket for parking in spots that are not clearly marked ineligible, and I have to end up parking a 
mile away. Parking is ridiculous. 

• It is already so incredibly hard to find parking on campus. Increasing fees without doing anything 
to fix the parking issue on campus is ridiculous. Provide more commuter/upperclassmen lots 
and make more stringent requirements for Freshmen to have a car on campus. It's ridiculous 
that so many underclassmen cars sit in lots right on campus but commuters have to park so far 
away when they often don't have the choice to just walk to class.  

• Maybe actually have parking available if you are going to charge outrageous fees to park at your 
own school.  

• I already walk a mile to get to class so honestly I just won’t buy a pass because parking sucks so 
bad anyways. This is the worst idea you guys have ever had other than the scooters.  

• It is insane as I am already charged $400 and still over half the time cannot find a park spot. 
Make more parking then reconsider rising the parking permit prices without having an outrage 
from the students 

• make more available spots, then this would be justified  
• Parking rates are already absurd, and there are not enough parking spaces for commuters as it 

is, this is a bad decision. 
• Parking rates are already too high in my opinion.  
• I think it's wrong for the university to continue ripping off students. There are not enough 

parking places for the student body. It is a free-for-all for commuters. Residence lots fill up 
rapidly. Students keep getting ticketed to keep making profits for parking. IF YOU'RE 
INCREASING PARKING PRICES, ACTUALLY MAKE SURE STUDENTS HAVE ACCESS TO PARKING 
SPOTS. 
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• no need to do this  
• Is there a reason why it’s being increased?  
• commuters and everyone cant find parking so why increase it.... lol 
• We need better parking if we’re going to be paying this much 
• There's no parking on campus anyway so if Im paying more we need better parking 
• I am not supportive of this due to parking being a big issue and very hard to even find parking on 

campus. If the parking situation on campus was fixed and got better than maybe I could support 
this extra fee. The parking fees are already extremely high and adding them is not necessary 
when there aren't even that many parking spaces available on campus.  

• The parking situation on campus is already abysmal. It would be better to fix the situation, then 
propose an increase, because as is the parking isn't even worth the amount being charged. 

• I think many of us are paying enough to stay in the residence halls. The communters are already 
paying enough as it is to stay off campus. Many of the parking spaces on campus require 
students to walk a considerable distance to get to class. The prices just aren't worth it.  

• I am supportive only if parking gets better.  
• Whatever 
• The cost, while sometimes covered by financial aid, is still quite expensive. For commenters, an 

additional $300+ dollars plus the cost of gas feels excessive. There are limited parking spaces to 
get around campus as it is - the the increased cost of gas and price of living it’s not necessarily 
realistic - especially when you are bringing in students that are aiming to access a degree from 
different socio economic statuses. Consider lowering them.  

• There isn't even enough parking spots to park for class.  
• Increasing the parking rate with no intention to fix the parking problem on campus is not fair to 

both students and educators who have to try and find parking on a daily basis when we have to 
pay an insane amount  

• Stop making us pay more money for parking! I'm not even guaranteed a parking spot half the 
time so why would I want to pay more for having to walk miles and miles to even get to the 
main campus from the parking deck? Exactly. there is no reason.   

• Parking already costs a good amount. With the issues already with parking on campus, I do not 
believe the cost of parking should go up.  

• if parking prices are going to increase at least provide more areas where students can park; 
theres barely anywhere to park now in certain parts of campus 

• Literally why parking sucks what cost money about that?  
• Parking is outrageous as is and there are never any spaces. I DO NOT WANT TO AY ANYMORE 

FOR PARKING OPPERATIONS  
• We already pay alot of money for terrible parking options as it is that we cant even use during 

athletic events therefore it should not increase 
• parking passes are a ridiculous amount. parking sucks on campus and we have to pay 350+ no 

matter if you live on campus or not. and then if we don’t get a parking pass then we get a $50+ 
ticket. it sucks. if there is a increase in parking rate then the cat tran should run to the following 
apartments for commuters to save money on a $330 parking pass.  

• If parking was more accessible, it would be worth it. But that’s so much money. 
• Would be supportive, if there was more access for commuter parking (that is not far away). 

Currently, A walk to Apodaca or Stillwell is 20 minutes.  
• These parking passes are too expensive in the first place. Why are they going up when 

commuters have to walk a mile to get to classes and when there is hardly any commuter 
parking? There needs to be lots closer for commuters for how much we pay for parking.  
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• A parking pass is already overpriced as is. 
• There’s no parking to began with take away freshman rights  
• Why is it the cost of parking keeps increasing yet it is more difficult every year to find d on 

campus parking near where I need to be for class and the Cat Tran is not reliable.  It usually 
makes me late to class. 

• No. why am i paying the same price I did my freshman year when I'm a senior now. I cannot 
even park to get to work ON CAMPUS and I'm constantly late because of the terrible parking. 
This is honestly disrespectful. 

• Absolutely fucking not. Parking is an absolute joke at this university. I've had to miss class 
several time because of NO AVAILABLE PARKING. No one should have to pay more for the 
inadequate and pathetic parking available at this university   

• Parking is almost as expensive as tuition itself. A student should not be unable to park (due to 
lack of spaces) and be expected to pay $400 for parking that may or may not be available. 

• Give commuters better parking and stop making faculty pay to park 
• While it is only $10 that adds up all together with the other increases and I do not agree. I feel 

as though students already pay a high amount to be able to park on campus when some other 
schools charge their students nothing. Being charged to park on campus almost makes a student 
feel punished for trying to come to class since they must pay such a high amount.  

• I think the senior rates should maintain the almost 80 dollar difference between freshman. I also 
think commutter passes should be lowered along with a new pass for students that only need 
access to the health building that is much cheaper than others. 

• As a commuter that comes from apartments around the area, I find the parking deck a waste. 
• How are you going to increase the parking rate when there is not enough parking in general. 
• I don’t support the parking rate increase because I think it’s ridiculous that I already pay $324 

per semester to park on a campus that has severe parking issues.  
• Very unhappy with current parking situations, feel as though a lot of parking passes were sold 

with small amount of areas to park for many groups.  
• What does this even pay for? If it's for increase in salaries for parking operations, I don't support 

it because that's more time they're out and about checking vehicles. Why are you punishing 
students for physically coming to school? Do you hate us? I have never bought a parking pass 
and never will, it is three times cheaper for me to pay for parking every single day in a pay lot 
than to buy a parking pass. Also stop assuming graduate students have more money and 
charging them more for everything.  

• This price should not raise until commuters get their parking lots back. Each year we have lost 
them and are practically stuck on southern campus when there are a ton of classes up north. 
Then the commuters are stuck taking a cat tran which are unreliable. 

• if you’re making commuters park a mile from their class don’t make them pay $400 
• Why are y'all increasing parking when there is not enough parking spaces and the roads are shit. 

Stop try to make money of students Parking operations does enough of that . 
• We have no parking spots as it is!!! 
• Parking is already expensive as is, I don’t feel there should be an increase here. 
• Parking is already expensive for the LIMITED parking lots for commuters, so I do not find it 

reasonable to support.  
• It’s already way expensive  
• I think that parking at WCU is already too expensive, there are larger universities with better 

parking options that provide lower parking fees. I think that $100 would be a better price due to 
the fact that the parking options are not great especially for residents.  
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• Increase the fee if a parking deck is built closer to main campus 
• Commuters alone have nowhere on the back side of campus to park... why increase the 

amount? 
• We barely have enough spaces to park why should we pay more and barely be able to park? 
• Why do the parking rates go up? What about us parking on campus justifies the increase? 
• Juniors/Seniors should not be paying that much for parking at a school that doesn't have 

adequate parking. Commuters especially shouldn't when all commuter parking is on the 
outskirts of campus and inconvenient.  

• Have better parking and then we'll talk 
• This is the fee that makes me the most upset. I have been to a few different campuses around 

the southeast and I have yet to go to one that the parking fee is so expensive. In fact, I have 
been to two campuses where the parking rate for the entire semester was $40.  

• There is already an issue with parking on campus. Why is the school increasing the price to park 
when most people can’t even find a spot or are unable to leave campus without anxiety of not 
being able to find a spot.  

• the parking lots are already there. It costs NOTHING to the school so WHERE does this money 
go.... it's madness that I pay so much to PARK MY CAR.... how else am i going to get to the 
classes that I pay so much to take. This kind of inaccesability gives me migraines and I can't wait 
to get the hell out of this place (no offense) - but your enrollment is already down. You need 
commuters. Asking them to pay to park their car at the school they pay to go to is not doing you 
any favors.  

• Students should not have to pay this high of a parking fee. It is absurd how you can charge 
students a parking space that is not guaranteed to them. When you boil it down, there are more 
students with cars than parking spots on the lot. At that rate you are making more money in 
parking tickets given to students, which I would almost dare say seems like the point. 
ALternatively I even walk to class, because I could not afford the commuter's parking pass this 
year. Increasing the price is not going to make it more affordable next year. You are becoming 
what everyone hates about big city Universities. Please don't do this when I finally moved back 
to my hometown. 

• Parking is already too expensive and limited around campus 
• There is barely enough parking for students on the main campus and a student lot just got taken 

away and given to faculty that barely even use the lot. Don’t raise prices and take away lots.  
• The parking system is absolutely terrible and for me to pay more for parking I would want closer 

parking available  
• Same as before 
• Can’t even park on campus at nice if it before we have an event , same thing of even day. Pretty 

ridiculous considering how much we pay. We should have access to parking all the time.  
• Commuter parking as already been decreased to make room for more faculty parking that they 

don’t fully use and increasing the price is kinda a slap in the face for commuters 
• WHY DON'T I JUST SELL MY CAR TO BUY A PARKING PASS AT THIS POINT! 
• Parking is already enough of a nightmare as is, the only thing this does is limit it behind a pay 

wall. The proposed increase most likely wouldn't even change as parking ops does their job so 
infrequently it would negatively affect the upperclassmen student body 

• Why are there increases in parking 
• Fix parking first. I'm shouldn't have to pay to not be able to park. Stop adding buildings so you 

can squeeze more dollar signs on campus and fix the god damned parking. 
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• Someone already has to pay for gas, payment, and insurance. The parking fee is already too 
much.  

• Parking is already very expensive for a commuter 
• I don't understand how paying $300+ is fair for a parking spot in which a set location is not 

promised each day.  
• The parking on campus is awful i see no reason to have to pay 400 dollars when i cant 

evenacsess my car without having to take a bus. I think its ridiculus. I cant park anywhere near 
my dorm and you are just scamming people with how much you are making them pay. Cant get 
to there car without bus or walking over a mile its no wherre even close to main campus and yall 
put so many tickets on everything yall are just wanting more money than you know what to do 
with at this point. This school doesnt offer a lot of help with finanes so i do not agree at all with 
upping prices on parking. You can make it more expensive when you have all access parking and 
you dont limit people where they can park and make parking more accesible  

• Paying for parking is frustrating because I the parking I do get as a commuter just leads to 
walking for a long time and it is frustrating. 

• This school is one of the most affordable in the state which is why many people come here, 
because they can afford it. Increasing these fees each year makes it harder and harder for 
students and their families to afford it and is causing myself, and other to struggle with paying 
for our education. It may seem like a small change, but it really is hard on students paying for 
school. It is also ridiculous that this school does the NC promise and tuition is $500 for in-state 
students and the parking is almost as much as tuition is. That is one of the most ridiculous things 
I have ever heard of.  

• This cost more then my monthy rent to park even though it is still a mile walk to my class. 
• The increase is not as drastic as I thought for this, so I would not mind having to help pay an 

additional amount for parking.  
• Unless you are planning on creating more closer lots for commuter students (who actually need 

to park on campus because that is their for of transportation to getting to campus. and you 
force them to park in the furthest lot from center campus.  

• I am a commuter student. Although it is only an increase of $6, I think the amount is ridiculous 
to begin with. Not only am I paying over $300 but I got a choice of three lots to park in this year. 
These lots are all in the same relative area and this area is nowhere near the academic buildings. 
The parking deck is at the edge of campus and I know there are cat trans shuttling us to the UC 
but they do not follow the guidelines of "every 15 minutes." I am late to class every time I take 
the cat tran, even if I arrive 20-25 minutes before class starts. We were given less parking than 
in years before and I noticed that one lot that used to be commuter is now faculty/staff. 
Everyday on my way to class I drive by that lot and see that it has 10-15 cars in the lot. This is 
absolutely enraging to me as I could park there and have less than a 5 minute walk to class, yet I 
either have to scavenge the football lot for an alarming amount of time usually to find that there 
is no parking, then park at the parking deck just to either add 20 minutes of walking time to my 
plan or take the cat tran which inevitable results in my being tardy to class. It is absolutely 
outraging considering the amount I pay to have a parking spot and the fact that you would like 
to increase this amount is ridiculous 

• Way way way too expensive. Can not afford.  
• Don't care  
• The parking is horrible I can’t even go to the library before 5 pm without parking miles away why 

would we pay more for less parking 
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• paying more for parking when there is literally no where to park? commuters who are in 
apadoca all day everyday have to walk from the parking deck if you’re trying to park after about 
10:30 

• I think the parking rate should be decreased. It’s very expensive and not easy for most people to 
pay all at once. Also there should be some free parking spaces not just meter parking.  

• Parking rates are already ridiculously high and practically unaffordable for many lower income 
students. Again, same comment as before on the "Inflationary pressures". 

• No I am not supportive of the increase because I do not park on campus because of how 
expensive it is and then y’all wanna make us walk half way across campus just to park 
somewhere that we’d have to walk to anyway. It’s pointless. 

• I think parking fee was already too high! 
• Not reasonable, the parking situation is really bad and there is never any parking for residents it 

should less of what it already is.  
• We pay enough already to park, and then on top of that parking operations charges enormous 

fees if you happen to not be able to get a parking space. I think it is completely unfair to raise 
parking fees as they are high enough already! Parking should be provided free to students based 
on the amount of money we are already paying for college. I most certainly do not support 
raising parking fees.  

• Maybe there should be a paid shuttle option for commuters to offer them the chance for a bus 
system instead ?  

• there is barely ever parking anyways so there shouldn’t be an increase. 
• Parking is already way too expensive. If anything you should be decreasing those fees.  
• Already costs so much 
• The parking situation on campus is absurd so anything to fix it or expand I’m for. 
• Reallocate from the millions in tuition each year 
• We should consider increase the freshman pass more. Most colleges do not allow freshman 

parking at all. WCU also has a serious problem of home sickness fueled by freshman going home 
regularly and eventually dropping out. Higher parking rates would encourage more â€œstorage 
lotâ€� options and encourage freshman to leave those cars home.  

• Only if we are guaranteed a spot in our parking lots will I support this. I just don’t like always 
having to fight for parking. 

• It's already very expensive. 
• Inflation must be kept up with.  
• paying 400 dollars a year to park in a parking lot that's just as far away from my classes as my 

own apartment.  
• Parking should be free for all students, the amount of money for a pass is ridiculous already and 

an increase would just be absurd. 
• $400 is already a lot of money for walking to class and having such a hard time with parking. Our 

parking passes cost more than anyone else I know at any other university, and our parking 
situation is a lot worse than many of theirs. I am opposed to a raise in price of the parking 
passes and would rather have the CatTran fees raised to provide more frequent travel to/from 
the parking deck. 

• I do not think that is okay considering the fact that there is no parking on campus . Why would 
you increase the parking rates when we have no parking ?  

• I feel this is already high enough, busses aren’t hit or miss if they even show up to a bus stop, 
I’ve waited 15-20 minutes plenty 

• There’s is not enough parking spots  
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• Parking passes are already astronomical, and commuter parking is absolute and total crap 
compared to everyone else.  

• not sure  
• Absolutely not. I already pay 320+ a semester to walk a literal mile to classes. Stop adding more 

parking for faculty where the students can park. Quit charging us so much for something that 
doesn't work half the time. CatTran doesnt follow any actual schedule and is useless. 

• I don’t think we should have an increase in parking when we have less parking spots this year 
than we did last. Half the time it takes me over 20 minutes to walk to class from the parking 
garage so it’s almost worth it to park at a pay to park even though I’m paying 400 

• People are furious of the parking lot changes and will not pay more for worse parking. This will 
not end well.  

• As a commuter, I don't believe I should have to pay so much in parking when it is difficult to find 
spots close to my classes and I have to either walk a mile or catch a cat tran to get to my classes. 
I come from work most days so it is difficult for me to get to school early enough to make time 
to circle parking lots or catch a cattran. 

• Why is parking going up when there is no where to park.  
• Leave it to western carolina university to admit more students then they can park. And instead 

of just admiting less students, they tear down beautiful landscapes and infrastructure to make 
MORE student housing and a parking deck. Even with a parking pass, the chance of you finding 
parking on camous with the 9 million other kids being forced to commute, is very slim. And it 
doesnt make sense how I have to buy a parking pass, pay tuition and useless fees, and the 
teachers get priority parking. I think with the ratio of teachers to students, the professors should 
have to park specifically at the parking deck so students can park closer to campus, instead of 
whole lots being labeled as "faculty and staff". They get paid to come here, I'm oaying for stuff I 
dont use and I still have to walk a quarter mile because I can't find parking to take a cat tram to 
another building becaise theres no parking near that building either. Parking operations had to 
be drunk when they laid out rules, regulations, and parking spaces for WCU 

• There is barely any parking at all, I have to park so far away just to go to classesâ€¦ Why would 
you raise it if there are no improvements? 

• Having a car at WCU is nessasary.  
• I am sorry, but why is this even a proposal? Parking is awful on campus and this is how WCU 

fixes it? Residents can’t even park close to their dorms. If the Judaculla lot is full because 
Western made it half commuter for some odd reason, they have to park all the way up on the 
Hill or on the other end of campus at Norton or the Village. Upperclassman have no privilege 
with parking right now because half the time they have to park as far away from their rooms as 
freshman. Why can’t commuters use the parking deck? Taking away commuter lots was dumb 
too. WCU has made no good decision when it comes to parking and transportation. Also, 
parking here is as expensive as it is and the price DOES NOT accommodate the situation. This is a 
really stupid proposal and if WCU goes through with it, you are going to have the majority of our 
student population really pissed off.  

• Considering I have to fight daily to find a parking spot for an on campus resident I don’t think I 
should have to pay more money if I can’t even park remotely close to my dorm  

• If these increased rates were used to build more student parking then there would be much 
more support. This year especially there is fighting over parking spots. It is getting to the point 
where it seems like there is an overselling of parking spots. It is getting more and more difficult 
to find parking especially for residents.  
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• Are you actually kidding me? The $400 we pay you isn’t enough? Maybe stop paying your 
parking officers to give nonsense tickets and waste university money. My friend has been 
ticketed three times for the same offenseâ€”all false and successfully appealed with student 
government. Honest to god, get over yourselves. 

• BROKE 
• There is nowhere for commuters to park on busy days. Make more parking spaces before you 

raise the prices.  
• I would be in agree to paying more if it would fix the parking Garage if something was to go 

wrong with it.  
• Going to college is already expensive enough without paying $300-$410 for parking. Also as a 

commuter student, I pay for a parking pass to park a "breif" 20 minutes to my classes. I could 
see an increase if better parking were available.  

• it doesn’t need to increase  
• How can you increase the charge for parking you don’t have enough parking on campus.  Y’all 

decided to build 3 new dorm buildings and keep sophomores on campus yet you didn’t build any 
additional parking? That’s the dumbest thing y’all have done.  Also, having parking tickets be 
$50?? Are y’all crazy? More than half the people that go here are going here because they can’t 
afford to go anywhere else. Does it make sense to make parking tickets $50?  With the lack of 
available parking, the tickets should be $10.  Y’all built the parking garage on the opposite side 
of campus from where the classes are 

• we pay too much already 
• Parking prices are already through the roof and the increase is ridiculous   
• Students already put so much money into college, and some students need their cars to work 

off campus. By increasing parking pass prices you are constraining some students from providing 
for themselves. 

• Need to add more parking  
• Crazy price to park mile away from needed class 
• THERE IS NO PARKING  
• There is little parking on campus as it is. I don’t think this rate should increase.  
• The parking is so bad it's not worth that much.  
• This is a joke. I pay almost $350 as a commuter and barely get a place to park since WCU 

changed all the commuter lots to residence lots. I think it makes absolutely no sense when 
residents already had plenty of spots to park. As a commuter, I don't live on campus, therefore 
my necessities (food, etc.) are off campus, meaning I have to leave more than on-campus 
students. Why would you give me less parking if there's more things I need to do? It's ridiculous. 
Fix the parking. 

• Why should I support parking rate increases when it is a DAILY struggle to find parking?  
• Underclassmen should have a greater increase in cost than upperclassmen. 
• the parking situation is awful!!!!! why should i pay extra to park miles away from my 

destination. this is an atrocious idea. if you increase parking prices make more parking 
availability closer to dorms and classes not half way across campus 

• For already lackluster parking, I disagree with these changes. 
• We have terrible parking arrangements on campus, and we are expected to pay more to 

maintain that. I would not want that at least until there's a better plan for commuters 
• Why increase parking if students cannot even park near their residence halls or at other 

appropriate places? As a physically disabled student, I detest increasing parking fees unless 
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something will be done to assure EVERYONE can park at reasonable locations and I DO NOT 
have to walk from NORTON LOT to ALLEN, where I live. It is excruciating on my body. 

• It doesn't seem fair to have a larger increase for some students than for others, especially 
graduate students that are often on campus during off times and pay more in tuition already.  

• There are not enough parking spots anyways and it does not sound like you are planning to build 
any more parking spaces. 

• Campus parking needs more room for students, especially near Allen, Albright-Benton, 
Judacullah and Harrill. Most of these areas are for upper class residents and now it’s extremely 
hard to find parking with Judacullah being a commuter lot too 

• Parking sucks at WCU, students shouldn't have to pay more than they pay now  
• If there is a parking fee for everyone that attends, the metered lots shouldn't be metered. They 

should be free for students to park in, ESPECIALLY commuters that only have one class to go to 
in a day.  

• Its too much when we have no parking spaces 
• Again, students should not have to pay so much just to park a vehicle in the first place, or for 

college in general. Find funding elsewhere instead of forcing students to take out additional 
loans for these fees that could be handled in other ways. Parking is already expensive, and while 
not as expensive as some other universities, having additional fees up to almost $30 is 
unrealistic and unfair, especially when many students have to pay for parking in order to work 
when only making minimum wage.  

• nope. sorry but we have real parking issues and not having good parking and raising the rates of 
a parking pass is not helpful. it will just encourage more illegal parking  

• There is barely any parking, to begin with. It is not fair to pay $410 when you do not even have 
the reassurance that you will have a parking spot. 

• Too much already 
• There is only limited parking spaces for students who live on campus and off campus. As a 

student who lives on campus I don't think it's worth paying so much money to never find 
parking near my current dorm. It's annoying and I don't think the price is worth it.  

• There is no significant reason to warrant the increase in cost. Since there is not substantial 
capital required for these facilities to be maintained, "inflationary reasons" are not valid. 

• We should not have to pay this much for a single parking spot. That is outrageous  
• I think the school makes enough money currently off of parking passes and the number of 

parking tickets for there to not need an increase of prices.  
• Super expensive especially for those paying for rent spaces at their place of living which is $300-

400 + another $300 
• JUST NO, WHY SHOULD I PAY PARKING WHEN PARKING IS CROWDED 
• trash 
• Parking is already one of the most expensive things on campus. Find another way to make the 

money  
 

Graduate Students 
Planning to Live on Campus Next Year 

• I'm supportive of the increase, but I think it should be more of an increase in the beginning years 
and then get less, rather than making seniors and graduate levels pay more. 

 
Planning to Commute Next Year 
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• Why are they being raised at different amounts? They should be raised the same.  
• I do not understand why a graduate student would pay more for parking. I also don't understand 

the cost of a parking permit to begin with. $400 to park is astronomical 
• WCU needs better commuter parking support. The parking deck is very far away from science 

buildings and cat trans are unreliable.  
• I definitely do not support increasing parking fees to go towards salary increases. If there were a 

higher fee to create more parking spaces such as building another parking garage like the one by 
the Ramsey Center, that would be a better solution. Then once it is built, lower the parking fees. 
But not for inflationary constraints or salary increases.  

• more parking spots should be built, parking is already expensive enough and there are rarely 
ever any spots available 

• The parking fees feel like a huge scam given that commuters use their cars the most and yet 
have the most inconvenient parking lots assigned 

• WCU's parking is a mess. I was not sure why the lot by the bridge was made into a faculty/staff 
lot. It was always used by commuter students and now remains vacant. 

• Hoe much more money do students have to pay for parking!! This is outrageous.  
• Parking rates are already absurd. Graduate students should have separate parking. Commuter 

students shouldn’t have to park on the opposite side of campus. I’m completely opposed to 
parking rate increases because parking on campus is already lacking.  

• there already is not enough parking so increasing the price but not the spots waste money  
• Parking is already expensive on campus, and the commuters have parking lots that are farther 

away than other parking classes. It is a shorter distance for me to walk onto campus from my 
off-campus apartment than to park and walk to the buildings I need to be in on campus.  

• Money should go to public transportation.  
• I'm unsure as to why graduate and seniors have to face the largest increases. But at the same 

time I do think our faculty and staff deserve more pay.  
• I'm disappointed that WCU is considering increasing tuition and so many fees. Inflation is deeply 

hurting students as well. As a commuting graduate student, I already pay a substantial amount 
of money to park on campus and I have to walk 15 minutes to my classes. Often it is difficult to 
find parking. An increase at this time does not merit the quality of parking available.  

• There is NEVER good parking and the commuter lots keep getting moved to worse places on 
campus. So why should I pay more for awful parking?  

• The parking situation is already abysmal for commuters, even with the addition of the parking 
deck. There would need to be a significant increase in available parking for commuters, and 
much more timely shuttle operation, to justify this increase. 

• I think the rate is already too high. The parking is horrible and we should not be paying that 
much money for (ZERO) convenience  

• How is it fair to the students that only attend class at HHS that their tuition is increased for a 
parking lot budget that they will never use to park at 

• Literally can’t afford to park on campus anyway because they’re so high now.  
• The current price for parking on campus is absolutely disgusting. It is one of the aspects of this 

school that shows how little they actually care about their students. Raising the price further 
really shows that the university cares more about making money than it does about providing a 
place to live that can be valued by its residents. I love this school so much, but decisions like 
these make it difficult to want to be here.  

• For DPT we would never use the parking deck on main campus as all classes are at HHS 
• I don’t park 
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• Unacceptable. 
• Probably useful but harmful to commuter education priority 
• Parking rates are already substantial, used less by graduate students, and then there are often 

additional costs when students need to use a metered spot. Students who infrequently need to 
visit main campus have less knowledge about already paid for student parking near their 
destination building. 

• With limited space for campus already, I see the ability to make parking more available very 
challenging. It would be in the best interest to remove freshman parking, move resident to 
previous freshman parking, and open up more space for commuters. 

• Parking on campus isn't great for commuters. We have to park completely across campus from 
its which makes it incredibly hard to use the cafe, gym, or library. 

• Inflation affects the individuals even more than the university and parking is a form of passive 
income for the university. It may benefit the university more to show financial compassion to 
students and may even increase enrollment given this incentive, thus relieving university 
inflation while keeping student fees low.  

• Parking rates are already substantial, used less by graduate students, and then there are often 
additional costs when students need to use a metered spot. Students who infrequently need to 
visit main campus have less knowledge about already paid for student parking near their 
destination building. 

• With limited space for campus already, I see the ability to make parking more available very 
challenging. It would be in the best interest to remove freshman parking, move resident to 
previous freshman parking, and open up more space for commuters. 

• Parking on campus isn't great for commuters. We have to park completely across campus from 
its which makes it incredibly hard to use the cafe, gym, or library. 

• Inflation affects the individuals even more than the university and parking is a form of passive 
income for the university. It may benefit the university more to show financial compassion to 
students and may even increase enrollment given this incentive, thus relieving university 
inflation while keeping student fees low.  

• I benefit from the parking lot at the graduate campus, and I am supportive of helping to pay the 
cost.  

• Why are these costs being passed onto students? 
• Not supportive of commuter since there already isn’t convenient commuter parking  
• Why are students who have been here the longest having to pay the most in increase? Graduate 

school is already more expensive and parking for commuters is out in nowhere. 
• There is absolutely no reason we should be paying $400+ dollars to begin with. Absolutely 

ridiculous.  
• Parking is already expensive & there is not enough parking. 
• Please don't increase it for students at biltmore park. We don't use the parking services.  
• With the multitude of increases across the board, I will not be able to afford a parking pass. 
• Why do we pay for parking? We pay to go to school here. We should be able to park anywhere 

other than faculty/staff/resident spots.  
• Please! Do not do this we can’t afford it! 

 
Proposed Room Rates 

Undergraduate Students 
Planning to Live on Campus Next Year 
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• Housing is already exorbitantly expensive for on-campus residents, I am not pleased I'll be 
charged a higher rate than I currently pay. This also exploits students impacted by policy 96; 
those required to live on campus are forced to pay extra to continue living on campus. 

• Living on campus is expensive as is, these rooms are prices way to high for what they are.    
• Rates on campus shouldn’t go up. They are pricey as is  
• We pay enough already. 
• If prices are going to continue to increase, then sophomores should be allowed to live off 

campus. 
• Already expensive enough 
• If no upgrades are made to residence halls the fees should not Increase  
• The increase is too high and unnecessary 
• Still cheaper than most rent 
• As an out of state student, I already have a loan of 21k per year and my parents already pay 8k 

out of pocket. 
• it’s insanely expensive and students are forced to live on campus for two years. The schools 

should be supporting the students and this is not  
• Unless we’re going to pay the RA’s more then this shouldn’t increase. stuff is always breaking, 

the hot water goes out, the AC doesn’t normally work.   
• Room rates were increased already. 
• Majority of the buildings are not worth the price 
• The dorms suck especially Albright and Benton the price should not be increasing  
• Since we're making everything else more expensive why don't we make housing more expensive 

too. 
• I feel what we get in the dorms is not enough for this much of an increase and I have had to 

many problems this semester with my dorm that have not been resolved to be paying this. 
• As much as were already paying to live in the residence halls we shouldn't have to pay more due 

to inflation. These price increases should be absorbed by the University or maybe find a new 
chancellor and pay them less and use that. 

• My room is already expensive as is. It doesn't need to be more expensive. 
• This will negatively effect the view of the school if prices of dorms continue to increase. 

Students could say, “yeah I liked Western, but the fees increased slightly each year making it 
harder to feel more at home due to stress of finances.”  

• They are already crazy high as is 
• It’s becoming harder to afford a dorm and I can’t afford an apartment  
• Albright/Benton does not have air-conditioning and is in terrible condition, and you want people 

to pay more money to live in it? Inflation is hurting everyone.   
• I feel like the room rates are good as it is. 
• I think it’s not okay.  
• I am a person who requires a single room due to medical issues and already having to pay a 

large sum of money just for that and on top of having to literally fight to prove my disability to 
even get the room I really do not agree. Maybe a decrease in cost for students who have a 
medical reason for a room would be nice to see. Punishing students who already have to deal 
with enough for a private room is already ridiculous so do not increase this as I am already in 
huge debt just to be able to meet my medical requirements.  

• university issue 
• All I have to say is... Are you serious? 
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• We already are charged an arm and a leg to live here, you don’t need to increase.  
• We already pay too much to live here when some of us (1st and 2nd years) don't have an option 

anyway. Just no 
• If you're going to raise pricing, I would like a room that functions without an issue. A laundry 

room without poor ventilation issues and broken dryers would be nice. Oh and maybe not 
having out-of-code kitchens in Noble that cause the fire alarm to go off every five minutes.  

• crazy 
• So I have to pay more money because I’m in the honors college and the University denied my 

request for a roommate because of my gender identity? Sounds like a court case. 
• This having to live on campus rule is horrible enough, now I have an 81 dollar increase to my 

living space? you realize that this all adds up right? Do you even care about your students?  
• Some of the Residence halls need to be checked on (Albright / Benton). There shouldn’t be an 

increase for buildings that lack AC, good bathrooms, etc.  
• They are already expensive as is. It doesn't encouage the upper classmen to want to stay on 

campus. 
• How can you increase housing cost when you are struggling to house all the students  
• No thank you :) tuition is already too expensive! 
• I'm broke and can't afford all these fees and increases 
• Why are we increasing rates on a dorm with no AC tear that down re build. Hell rebuild with a 

parking garage under it don't increase it that's so stupid you already are giving students bad 
living conditions why make them pay more for it. And why is the new dorms cheaper than Noble 
that's unreasonable  

• The increase should be used to cover repair costs such as paint spots or other problems. 
• the rocks just opened this year and you're already raising the prices for them, like bruh that's 

rather unnecessary 
• It’s actually insane that you think you can charge more for this???? It is not our fault that you 

cannot allocate funds correctly. You can not expect students to pay more after being forced to 
live here TWICE.  

• It's expensive enough as it is. You don't need to increase it.  
• I feel it is a little unreasonable to make students stay in the dorms for an additional year and 

increase the room rates. Some students are having trouble enough paying for their room rates, 
tuition, and a meal plan but now adding an additional year will just add onto the stress of not 
being able to afford it. 

• Unless WCU plans on upgrading the current state of the dorms (ex: Albright/Benton lack of heat 
and AC) it is not fair for the students to have to pay more money for less than basic housing. 
Especially when you consider the fact that there is a visable difference in utilities in the most 
expensive dorms compared to the dorms only poor people can afford. 

• The room rate should not be raised as the conditions that the rooms were found in this year 
we're not worth the amount of money that we're paying for. I guarantee that when we move 
out they are going to try and blame the water damage to our ceiling or the marks in our wall 
that were here when we moved in and try and charge us for that. Unless you are planning to fix 
every room and make every room livable, there should be no increase to the amount we pay to 
live here. 

• Literally all of us are broke college students.  
• This is so unfair  
• I would support this increase if it allowed for the improvement of the dormitories, such as A/C in 

certain older buildings 
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• Making sophomores stay on campus is already pulling more money from students. Housing is 
already expensive. What more do you need? 

• Room already costs a great deal. We are all poor students. There is no need for a pay raise on 
this as it is already costing us a great deal each semester  

• Personally I don’t see why there should be an increase, what is exactly is the increase money 
going towards? 

• Again, the only vague reasoning given for these increases is "inflation." When dorm rate 
increases were proposed last year, there was no visible improvement in any of the dorms. What 
are these increases going to? Are they going to increase wages for employees and student 
workers? Students who are already struggling and facing debt to attend college should not have 
to pay more for the exact same thing they had last year. Has anyone thought about charging 
fees to people higher on WCU's food chain to offset these costs, instead of targeting the most 
vulnerable? 

• I only support this increase if the money only goes towards residential living (specifically RA’s) 
and maintenance. Res life has had their budgets cut every year for years now. I know because 
I’m an ra and have seen our options get more and more limited. First ra’s loose funding for 
programs, now they are hiring cheaper and cheaper pro staff. The cheaper the pro staff the 
worst they’ll be. I believe the limiting factor of ra’s and their roles is why ra’s are less effective 
than ever. You can see this is the past with rising suicide numbers in resident halls. Hire better 
pro staff that actually care (fire Joshua Rascati if he still works for res life) I have seen him 
personally care more about his image than the mental health of his staff or students under him.  
 
The money also needs to go to maintenance for the dorms. Allen and the two new dorms were 
built so fast that they’ll have constant problems for years. And students should have a safe, 
clean, supportive, and just hospitable place to live in when they come to wcu. Allen still have a 
sewer leak in the walls of the second floor. It’s been 3 years and still hasn’t been fixed. You can 
smell the literal shit when you walk the halls.  

• Too expensive as is. 
• I already can't afford college please. Especially in older residence halls that don't have AC, 

elevators or shower stalls (in this day and age. For real?) Why would we want to increase these 
fees when the quality is only going down?  

• I obviously don't support paying more to live here 
• Don’t  do it  
• Don’t in crease any fees unless you can provide better parking and AC in all buildings 
• Already feel like its too much, don't want an increase 
• you outta be out of your mind.  
• Finances are hard for some families and the more the school keeps raising all these fees the 

harder it is for students and their families to pay for their education. 
• Are you serious? I don't have air conditioning and my building's bathrooms are disgusting. Knock 

down Albright-Benton, don't make us pay more to live in this shithole.  
• you make us live here dont gouge 
• N/A 
• Good 
• hate 
• I’m curious, did yall have to pay for your own school? It don’t seem like it.  
• Just no 
• Already a huge profit gap. Not necessary. 
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• Many people come here because they can't afford anywhere else. These rates are agreeable, 
but adding more fees over-all would have massive changes 

• the money does not go to fixing current buildings. You have buildings with leaks, electric issues, 
water pressure issues, laundry machines that do not work, and halls that should be painted 

• Those rates are semesterly though which isn't stated so technically that a 4% increase yearly. I'd 
rather it be stated that way, if not it seems like misguided information.  

• SO EXPENSIVE. Especially when you make students live there for 2 years 
• I am already forced to live on campus. The fees now are already putting me in debt. Increasing 

these fees will make it practically impossible to continue at Western. 
• If issues in dorms like no ac are solved then sure but at the current state, no 
• It should not be more expensive to live on campus than it is to live off campus. I cannot afford 

rent in an apartment, and I have to have a dorm. Policy 96 is limiting for a lot of people.   
• If you are going to raise the price, make the living conditions better. Rusted sprinklers, mold in 

my air unit, not to mention the 6 washers and dryers in one dorm that houses 250 students. Are 
you going to pay my debt??  

• I have lived in Norton for both years of my attendance here. There is no reason for a price 
increase on the older dorms. Increase the new dorms! 

• Absolutely not! We already have so much to try to pay for and now I have to fork out another 
$70? No. 

• When there is a reduction in inflation will prices ever decrease? Would this be temporary? 
• I find it crazy that housing prices are going up especially in dorms that have no AC, the prices of 

all dorms on campus are ridiculously expensive. 
• I am paying my way through college myself and i don’t need to be paying more for services I 

don’t use. 
• The pricing for housing is bad enough. This increase can cause students to not come back for 

housing on campus. Small and big amounts matter. Also alright and Benton are disgusting, why 
even have an increase on those? They should be knocked down. I don't understand why 
students with lower incomes have to live in places that are dirty and without heating and air 
conditioning. Fix it.  

• n/a 
• If increasing rates does not contribute to maintenance, cleaning, and wifi then there is no need 

to do so. Some buildings are infested with insects such as, Norton having an ant problem, and 
frequent poor wifi signal.  

• its ridiculous and I do not support.  
• If that can improve the quality of some residence halls, go ahead big dawgs 
• Most of the attraction to this school for many was the low tuition increasing these fees is going 

to deter people from wanting to come here or continue living in a dorm if they already do this 
makes me want to get an apartment  

• I don’t think room rates should go up  
• living is expensive on campus and especially when you have shit accommodations in dorms such 

as no heat or ac and then water damage in the showers  
• Reynolds needs some serious upgrades and I will live off campus with these increased prices 

because it is significantly cheaper. Find ways to keep students here instead of up-charging the 
ones who stay. We know it’s the retention rate that sucks not inflation.  

• They were already raised from last year so they don't need to be bumped up again. If your 
excuse for raising the prices is inflation that is furthering the burden on your students because 
they aren't getting a raise in pay, the might just drop out and you get nothing 
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• This is already very expensive does not need to be more. 
• You're going to raise the price then require us to stay on campus for 2 years. That's just using us 

for money. And we see none of that money being used for us. 
• the need to upkeep the rooms currently seems like a valid reason to have a cost increase. 
• If rates are raised anywhere then I would be in support of them raising the rates here. This fee is 

an option for upperclassmen so it is not as forced as the other proposals. I still hate to see the 
prices rise, but this might seem necessary as Cullowhee grows larger every year. 

• Families are also experiencing the pressure of inflation, yes the academics at western are good 
but a big deciding factor for students to come here is the lower cost than other universities. 
Dorms with no AC going up in price is ridiculous it's 2022 all the dorms on campus should have 
air conditioning. 

• Like I said earlier, I simply do not understand the price increase. Being a first-generation college 
student whose immigrant parents moved here in order to give me a better life and cannot pay 
for college and are shocked at the amount I am charged, it will be hard to explain to them these 
unreasonable price increases. 

• I am trying to pay for costs now 
• I feel this is much more reasonable for the people in these halls, since only the RESIDENDTS will 

be paying for them. 
• All the dorms are built with very little privacy and honestly aren’t worth the price they already 

have.  
• i can hardly pay for this place NOW 
• They're already asking for so much in a semester and because inflation is going up it's making it 

higher for us college students to pay for these things it shouldn't go up any more than it already 
is 

• As a student on a scholarship it is already difficult to pay the remaining balance due to the dorm 
rates being high. An increase in the room prices may force other students to get an apartment 
off campus due to them being cheaper. Studies showed that students did better in school while 
living on campus so the statistics for our average would go down.   

• Reynolds needs serious work before you even consider increasing prices. Everyday on my way 
back up to my room i have to dodge the tree over the stairs because nobody cares about the 
back of campus. I always see landscaper people towards the front of campus but never at 
reynolds. I also have several chunks missing out of my floor. The bathroom is terrible and so 
outdated. They turned off the ac in September when it is still so hot!!!!!RIDICULOUS 

• The dorm prices are already expensive as is. If students are being forced to live on campus for 
two years, then they should at least be forced to pay reasonable prices. Many of the dorms lack 
quality air conditioning if they even have air conditioning. 

• Some students are already struggling to pay room and board along with tuition, I think the 
prices are fine where they are  

• I think that as the acceptance rate increases at WCU, it could be necessary to rase Room Rates, 
but not until the acceptance rate data is recorded.   

• I think the prices are high enough. 
• Many people that go to school here are paying for it themselves and can’t afford a place by 

themselves so they live on campus because of the lower rates. By raising them you could be 
dispelling possible students and making it harder for them to attend classes 

• It seems like a reasonable increase was long as it’s going towards things that actually make an 
impact and is not just for money 
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• There are few cheap places to live on campus. With the addition of Policy 96, this feels like a 
useless grab for money. Make dorms more affordable, not less.  

• It’s already super expensive to live in campus and then you want to increase the rates. I have a 
job and I’m barely able to afford my tuition and my fafsa doesn’t cover barely anything. So if you 
increase I might as well drop out and not get my degree next year.  

• I understand this increase and it is very important to provide a place to live for students.  
• Part of the reason I chose this college was due to affordability now all the prices are being 

increased and unnecessary fees are given. 
• I know this is fake and you are asking a lot for crappy places to live. I do NOT support this 

because I do not want to pay $890 a month just to live where I am now on campus. That's just a 
stupid number to live here on campus, there is no reason for it to be so freaking high and 
expensive. 

• There is a 2-year live In requirement on campus and I am a part of Greek life with a 2-semester 
live in requirement. An increase in the room rates will make it impossible for me to continue at 
western. 

• My residence hall has had broken washers/ driers multiple times throughout the semester and 
have had mentions of ant infestations in some rooms, an increase isn't justified unless the room 
itself can account for it 

• No need for this 
• I am on scholarship and the only thing that it doesn’t cover is part of my room. If I choose to stay 

in the same room as this year, which I plan to, and I receive truly no extra benefits of paying 
extra, then why increase the price? 

• paying to live in a dorm is already expensive as it is, so personally even $60 could cause an issue 
with tuition.  

• It will be cheaper to live in an apartment than on campus. This will drive a lot of your 
upperclassmen off campus, including me.  

• Housing is already expensive enough and we are required to stay on campus for the first two 
years. So no. 

• Raising the costs for dorms that are already poor in quality is basically highway robbery. Even 
the new dorms have a multitude of issues ranging from poor insulation to bug infestations to 
the sprinklers not working which is a major safety hazard. 

• This is putting an unnecessary burden on students. Many of the rooms have flaws, and it makes 
no sense to charge more for them. 

• Rooms are already high priced and not even worth the price of what they are right now. There is 
no reason to raise them. 

• You don't seem to like the people you REQUIRE to live on campus.  
• Housing is so expensive and for what, I get it but it is so much money, and things take a while to 

be fixed, when they break not if... when. 
• Why is it so expensive? 
• Why? 
• If it is inflation I guess I have not option. But, I would really not like the prices to increase at all. 
• It’s already too expensive. I won’t be able to pay for it if it gets even more expensive. 
• I feel it is unfair to raise the rate of rooms as it is now required by Policy 96 for first-year 

students to stay on campus for a minimum of two years. The school is getting more money 
because of this policy change. It is already hard on financially disadvantaged students to stay for 
the two years.  
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• The rates are already hard enough to pay, this school is meant to be the cheap and accessible 
option, making it this much more expensive takes away from that. 

• Freshman and sophomores are required to live on campus. If the rates go up, it would make 
many dropout because they aren’t able to afford living on campus. 

• N/A 
• I already pay a lot and with all the fees that might be added I would need more financial aid. 
• No  
• It is unfair for there to be an increase in housing when us students are REQUIRED to live on 

campus. Personally, being an out of state student already adds fees to my tuition and having 
housing increase when I do not have an option of whether or not to stay on campus makes my 
expenses increase substantially.  

• no comment 
• NO DONT DO IT 
• Not supportive, I’m already having to pay more than I can make and both my parents and I are 

using what little we make to pay for everything.  
• No 
• The rooms are expensive enough as it is for a tiny box. 
• No reason to increase 
• The rooms already suck,  it apartments are too expensive. People deserve to get an education 

without being in high debt. 
• It is crazy how expensive it is already and especially balsam  
• The rooms are already not well kept and would only cause more problems for students trying to 

make ends meet. 
• I don’t like it, but I like the school. As long as standards are maintained and the money is used 

properly, I have no disagreements. 
• The room % increases are not all the same 
• Why would you increase Albright-Benton more than all other residency halls? It is universally 

known that Albright-Benton is the worst residency hall on campus. Moreover, some of these 
increases are just too drastic for what you get out of it.  

• Stop increasing my fees you greedy bastards I'm already paying enough 
• Rooms should not be going up.  
• WCU mandatorily by policy 96 makes students live on campus for their first 2 residential years, I 

am a sophmore, but living on campus for my first year this year, I will be halfway done with my 
junior year and mandatorily living on campus. the rates for living on campus are way to high. 
Most students can afford to live off campus way more than to live on campus. Not only that but 
the way that you handle residential living doesnt give students equall opportunity to be able to 
select rooms/ dorms. The whole dorm of one place that a student could afford can be 
completely taken up and now that student cant find  a way to make up the extra finances.   

• Why? "Inflationary pressures" is not a good enough excuse to make things difficult. I'm already 
up to my ears in student debt. Please don't give me any more! 

• Housing fees are already to high especially when there's nothing replaced after it's been broken. 
• Many students can barely afford housing as it is, and it seems unfair to increase pricing when 

students are required to stay on campus for the first two years of their degree, so they can’t 
seek out cheaper apartment options. 

• Room prices are already the most expensive cost  
 for students, and there is no physical reason to increase room prices because of inflation, 
besides generating more revenue for the college in general. 
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• If there's nothing new being done to the dorms already here there is no point.  
• Half of these facilities are diminishing returns, this increase in cost should not be needed to keep 

these facilities in order, it is honestly sad how expensive the cost of living has become, especially 
since there is a gross lack of quality control when it comes to the input from THE STUDENTS 
ATTENDING THE SCHOOL. 

• Housing is a human right. To charge students more money than is absolutely necessary to 
maintain our residence halls is sinful. This increase in price is unnecessary; it puts my classmates 
and me at financial, mental, and academic risk. 

• Unless you plan to regulate better air conditioning and heat as well as provide better paint on 
the walls, better flooring and lights, the prices shouldn't change because although these are 
living conditions paying between $2k-3k a semester is extremely unreasonable considering for 
the first two years you're required to live on campus or commute.  

• You require students to stay on campus for 2 years rather than the traditional 1, then make it 
hell for them to do so. This increase is stressful and will cause horrible damage to those who are 
already struggling to pay. This is an awful idea. 

• If the money we have all paid has been a fine amount, why does it need to increase? We're still 
getting great maintenance done to the dorms now so why should we pay more for what we 
already have? 

• I already am paying a ton for out of state, this makes it extremely hard for me to pay, and causes 
stress on my family. 

• If prices of dorms such as Albright/Benton are going to be so high the living conditions should be 
better. Honors dorms are extremely expensive compared to other dorms almost scaring honors 
kids away from wanting to be in the honors dorms. 

• Room rates cost nearly the same as renting an upscale apartment.  
• You force us to live here we could find cheaper accommodations yet you force us here the first 

two years and want to charge us more  
• Like said, you make students live on campus for two years and ask how we feel about a raise in 

the cost of LIVING here.  
• Refer to previous statement  
• Students don't have the money to just pay more. We work and try our best and we shouldn't 

have to worry about where we can live over our education.  
• Residential rooms are outrageous already, and the services provided are not worth the price.  

Living on campus is extremely convenient, but other than that, the price is already expensive.  
The newer buildings on campus are built extremely cheaply for a high price, and the students 
shouldn't pay extra to compensate for wasted money.  The buildings in general haven't 
improved, so the prices in the eyes of Residential Living shouldn't be improved in their favor. 

• Unless Albright/Benton gets AC, they shouldn’t cost anything higher 
• Housing is already expensive and the dorm I live in doesn’t even have a parking lot. A lot of 

these forms don’t have AC OR good AC.  
• Room rates were increased last year. The individual dorms have not gained any new furniture or 

any new additions. I dont understand the reason for this raise again 
• I don’t think that you should increase it because you don’t know how much Fasa will cover  
• no comment 
• I think certain halls should increase because A+B or Robertson are in bad shape and there's no 

need to charge extra for nothing. 
• N/A 
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• There is no need for the older dorms like Albright/Benton to go up in price seeing as they are 
not clean  

• Will these increases be used to improve the older dilapidated dorms? Where is the money 
going? Those sums are fairly large when put in context with the number of students paying the 
increased rates.  

• I will say the same that I have said.  You are increasing prices of everything, knowing there are 
no pay increases for those who are working to survive.  

• I can tell that the room rates have gone up since I was a student here the first time. I know that 
they are only supported by the room rates, but they are already expensive enough. 

• No comment  
• Most dorms are weirdly functioning as it is, no one should have to pay more for only a few 

months living on campus. 
• Why? The dorms aren’t nice enough, not enough laundry room, air conditioning isn’t good. Why 

would I want to increase my pay for it?  
• if more money is put into the residential halls themselves 
• Why do yall keep on going up on housing for? Inflation is not a good reason. 
• I am not supportive of it because I currently live in an Albright/Benton Double, and I feel that a 

rise would not be worth it. It is not disability accessible, there is no AC, and the placement of the 
dorm is not the best.  

• Appropriate  
• housing is incredibly expensive already, if the rates are increasing then there needs to be more 

grants/scholarships given.   
• Room rates are very expensive as is. 
• I struggle to afford housing as is. 
• Inflationary pressure is a real thing, but a lot of these dorms have already been paid for and 

have relatively low operating costs. This feels like a move to bankroll the next few dorms being 
built. 

• This will make people want to move off campus. No raise!!! 
• The dorms are super crappy and already cost too much money. I live in a Buchanan private and 

on our floor only 2 of the 5 showers function properly and it's a barely. It takes 5 minutes for the 
water to get warm so you have to shiver for 5 minutes before you can even hop in the shower. 
Then my blinds don't even shut all the way, I got holes in the wall, it's a dump. No elevator, no 
ac, no kitchen. And I can't even believe I'm paying 3 grand for this piece of shit. Stop being so 
greedy and if anything lower the prices!!!!!!!!!!! 

• I would support if the costs come back down when inflation corrects itself 
• unnecessary, it's already so expensive   
• N/A 
• When you are requiring students to stay on campus, raising prices seems a little unethical. 
• I live in buchanon, which doesn't have air conditioning, and the hot water on the 3rd floor takes 

a while to heat up. Increased fees should pay for better maintenance, otherwise the fees should 
not be increased. 

• Should not increase 
• Overpriced  
• i dont have a choice i am poor please let me live for cheap 
• Why would you want to increase something that college students are struggling to pay school 

and yet you want to increase everything. It’s supposed to be a Carolina promise school but yet 
we pay so much 
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• yucky 
• As having a room on campus is required for freshman students and some might not have an 

option to live off campus like others so raising the price would affect a lot of people.  
• I just do not think that the prices need to be raised. 
• I live in judaculla and I do not want to pay more money than I am when we do not even have 

enough washing machines. Only having 6 machines is not ok when 3 buildings share them and 
there is always at least one that is broken. 

• Again, a complete kick in the head to everybody who already pays to live here. There's no 
conceivable reason that you should be forced to live on campus and then be forced to pay more 
for a choice that you weren't allowed to make. 

• I have mold in my dorm and now I have to pay MORE??? 
• We literally have mold in our room 
• Prices have already went up for housing last year. Increasing it again next year will not be 

beneficial for students, especially students from a lower income who will be affected by this.  
• We pay enough extra fees as it is.  In fact, for this to be an NCpromise school, the fees make it 

much of the same tuition as colleges in NC that are not NC promise schools. 
• Residential fees are already more expensive than it would be to rent an apartment nearby. 

Requiring students to live on campus for two years means you need to keep the rates affordable 
so students can feasibly pay for both years.  

• The dorms aren’t that good to raise the prices on  
• Your department has been steadily raising prices for years. Maybe take a break for once, holy 

fuck. Like what are you even impacted by with inflation? Feel like this is an excuse to pinch out 
more money.  

• I'm a future Brinson Honors college student with financial need, I would not be able to afford 
the honors college dorms. 

• No changes are being made to rooms and the required living on campus for 2 years is unfair if 
prices continue to rise 

• To all of the proposed increases- the inflation rates are hurting the students and families just as 
much as they may be hurting the school. But I guarantee the increase in some of these costs will 
turn away students who are looking at Western because it is (currently) one of the most 
affordable universities in the state.  

• Dont need to be increased 
• Room and board is already pricey 
• If you increase room rates, let junior and senior residents be able to choose a commuter meal 

plan 
• As freshmen and sophomores are required to live on campus, this increase hits hard. There are 

no alternatives for those students. 
• I'm not sure how I feel about the increase in price of student housing. If we are required to live 

on campus for 2 years where as other institutions only require 1 year in a dorm, I feel it is unfair 
for us to pay extra because of something we have no control. On the other hand I can imagine 
how expensive a water or electric bill can be for these dorms, but if this is the reason for the 
increase I feel that there are other ways to decrease the overuse of these resources rather than 
charging us more. 

• Is this money going to go towards repairs? 
• Yeah no, that could have the potential to kick me out because I won't have that much money, 

and I'm sure there are a lot of people in my position. 
• Nope  
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• Living is already too expensive 
• You require students to be here for 2 years. Taking advantage of your own rules to upcharge us  
• The rate is already ridiculous but I believe the dorms with commuted restrooms should be less 

no matter single or double due to that trash accommodation of not having your restroom in 
your immediate reach. As well as , some dorms don’t even provide a/c those rates should be 
dropped as well there’s no need to increase on those rates when your already putting us at a  
disservice. 

• Noooo 
• Too many issues in buildings to pay so much.  
• My family and I decided the dorm I’m in which is blue ridge was the most convenient for my 

health because It was hard to go back and forth to the dorm I was in which was Judaculla. 
Finically Judacalla was beneficial but not for my health and blue ridge did put us an a financial 
situation which if this fee continue to go up not only economically but my health could be at 
risk. 

• already broke  
• Dorms are already overpriced.  
• As someone who pays other bills. I understand inflationary rates and how they have increased. 

So I support increasing this as someone who lives in the residential halls and plan to next year.  
• It's already crazy expensive to live on campus and you want to increase the price by $60-80? 
• if you keep raising prices for everything people are going to transfer somewhere else because 

they can’t afford it anymore. stop increasing peoples amount and maybe try to create a fund 
raiser,  

• Already expensive, could be hard for some students to pay  
• I been staying in my room since sophomore year. It’s not okay to increase  
• There are so many areas on campus that need to be improved before increases like this should 

even be considered. Freshmen and sophomores are forced to live on campus now (this was the 
university can get more money) and the food options are limited at best. Fix the dinning 
problems before considering increases that only provide more money to the school, not fixes for 
the students needs.  

• I think that as an institution, if students are required to live on campus, and especially if we are 
required to live on campus for two years, housing prices should not go up. Things that students 
are not able to opt out of should not be made more expensive. 

• Should decrease the price so it's more affordable for some students  
• It would be cheaper to live off campus. I was planning on living on campus but now I am not so 

sure. 
• This is too much of an increase per semester. Raise prices for housing if all other resources have 

been worn out, but expecting more then $50 increase for housing each semester is ridiculous. 
• This school is supposed to be affordable- raising the price in literally every proposal comes 

across as greed on the university's end, rather than inflation. If prices are going to increase, then 
air conditioning should be functional and there should be more than 1 elevator in a dorm. These 
things aren't happening though. Just because there was the addition of the Rock Dorms, doesn't 
mean others should have to make up for the money spent on them. 

• That 2% increase makes housing a bit more expensive because each room increased by $60-$80. 
• I can barely afford to stay here as is and you want to increase the amount of money I am forced 

to pay to stay on campus?? I didn't ask to stay on campus for two years. 
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• we r already forced to live on campus and it is rude in my eyes to increase this cost at which ur 
forceing us to do in order to be here. i came here bc it’s cheap and if prices r increasing then i 
might have to go somewhere else 

• It’s already very expensive to the point where people can’t afford to live in most resident halls. 
• These rooms already have plenty of issues and are not worth what we’re currently paying for 

them an increase in price is ridiculous. Especially with the policy 96 requiring us to live on 
campus for 2 years, your basically forcing us to have to pay more money and forcing us to live 
on campus. This is an awful and unfair idea especially with the living conditions. In my own 
personal experience I have to deal with no ac no heat, having to hear everything that is 
happening in the building, bugs, no hot water, bathroom stall gaps that are at least an inch and 
allow people to see you using the restroom, and more. The fact is that I’m already overpaying 
for this room and the idea of it increasing in price is complete lunacy. 

• It’s not like it’s changing at all. My room came dirty when I got it anyways 
• No. Albright and Benton doesn’t even have A/C, and that which is in Harill barely works. The fire 

alarms in Harill also malfunction at least twice per week, causing a ridiculous amount of drillsâ€” 
Which not only inconvenience residents, but also inconvenience the fire department. Allen has a 
problem with it’s electric system which causes power to malfunction and have to be reset 
multiple times a day in some cases. Harill has only 8 washers and dryers for it’s ~500 residents, 
and this is on a good day when they are not broken. These are just cases from my experience 
alone, I’m sure there is much more. This is not to mention the numerous dorms that have bug 
problems during colder seasons. Fix these issues, and more I’m sure there are in other buildings, 
and then reconsider asking for more funding. 

• Nobody ever wants to spend more money, but I understand that inflation sucks for all of us. I 
appreciate that the increases are all only 2%. I suppose it is what it is. If it can be avoided 
without harming the residence hall operations then it should be, but if it must be done, oh well.  

• If room rates are going to go up this much, then other fees have to come down to offset this. It 
is beginning to get too expensive for lower income families to come to this school without 
overly relying on loans. While the proposed increase is "only 2.00%", that is still an almost $100 
increase for some buildings. Further, some of the buildings are already very expensive to begin 
with, so if an increase in prices has to occur, perhaps it should only increase with the buildings 
that are not as expensive, or by evening out the prices of each residence hall by lowering some 
prices and raising others. 

• With these rates students like myself will not be able to live on campus and may potentially 
drop out. Along with this the things we were promised such as BEDS, WASHING MACHINES, and 
other amenities were LIES. Most dorms already are nearly falling apart and have bug 
infestations in them. You dare look us in the eyes and make us pay more for TERRIBLE housing? 
This will inevitably push more students to decide against college. Myself included. 

• i think rooming costs are expensive enough, but if this will be used to pay cleaning staff, 
residential living staff, and RAs, then i support it.  

• Living here and paying for the meal plan is already expensive enough 
• You better be offering better housing if you’re increasing the price that’s all I’m saying. I’m just 

not impressed and not willing to pay more for less. 
• As someone with accommodations for a private due to mental disabilities I personally wouldn't 

like for an increase to happen due to the fact that I'm already struggling with making sure I have 
the money to cover my tuition for this school  
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• if we are already being forced to live on campus for 2 years, you shouldn’t be able yo force us to 
pay even more than what we have to, this is obviously just a way for you to make more money 
off of us 

• As much as I understand where the increases are coming from and why they need to be 
increased, as someone who lives on campus and plans to live on campus hopefully in the same 
residence hall, these will be costs I will have to pay. I dont have a healthy home life so coming to 
live on campus has changed so much of my life and given me so much freedom and enjoyment. 
So, it's hard for me to support the increase of something already so expensive that I have to pay 
for. I don't have any scholarships and my father is a single dad, and I have 2 siblings with medical 
issues my own included, and so I am going to college on pure loans that I will have to pay back, 
and because of inflation the interest on those loans have become insanely high, that's already 
such a blow to my family and I. I really don't want to have to spend my whole life paying off 
those student loans because I really wanted to further my education. So as I said, I see where 
the increase is coming from and I understand but I can't see myself supporting it when it affects 
me financially so much.  

• If some of that funding goes towards making buildings like Allen more disability-friendly, then 
would be more supportive.  

• Why do you think we have money. It is so expensive to just get a degree that society practically 
requires use to have especially women. 

• Some of these residential living buildings are not in a proper state to have the price increased. I 
can barely do laundry in my dorm because the dryers don't properly dry clothing. In addition, 
there has already been a policy implemented where students have to stay on campus for two 
years to give you more money, therefore you don't need another increase in payment. 

• We need the extra money to help the upkeep of our buildings 
• High enough already  
• Why increase the cost of residing in Buchanan? It's like living in a cabin. 
• albright benton is barely even livable. fix the dorms if you want to make people who are already 

struggling pay even more. this is so insane. 
• This would be one of the most burdensome increases, especially for students who live out-of-

state. Choosing Western was a very careful, but close, decision for me. One of the attractions 
was low fees. This really doesn't sit well with me. I heavily disagree. 

• its unnecessary 
• Again, already too high amount for the quality that you get 
• Quality is not high enough for price  
• I’m ok with it if they fix the problems within the dorms  
• I don’t think the quality of the residential housing is worth the increased fee. The air 

conditioning sucks, and it’s swelteringly hot during the summerâ€” even through the fall and 
winter.  

• Please do not forget that students themselves also feel the pressure of inflation, and maybe 
more-so than the University. It's easy to see this as just a 2% increase next year, but 2% 
increases every year compound over a student's college career. As such, I do not feel it is 
appropriate to increase residential fees at this time. 

• quit raising the prices of things this is dumb  
• I think in some dorms the rate shouldn't increase. Albright and Benton are not good dorms and 

therefore if anything we should pay a little less...but the newer Rock buildings do deserve more 
money poured into them to keep them nice and running and NOT get to level of 
Albright/Benton buildings. 
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• Nope overpriced and the rooms are small and the halls smell 
• We spend enough as it is for our dorms. If we choose to live on campus as juniors I don’t think 

we should be charged more.  
• Room and board is already super expensive, I'd suggest looking at the budget and see where you 

could increase costs in other areas. If I had seen this sooner I would've been more supportive of 
athletic and student activities fees 

• It is fine the way it is.  
• Because the places aren’t nice enough unless you plan on upgrading them then don’t up the 

price  
• I cannot afford much more on residential living; it is already a large amount for me to pay.  
• I live in Allen and my sockets for one side of my room don’t work. I put in a maintenance request 

they fixed it and it broke within 2 days.  
• Yeah, this is not it either. Sounds like more student debt 
• Why  
• I already can't afford any of these personally. 
• The cost for living in the residential halls is a big portion of the tuition fees already, but I feel 

that the price should not rise except maybe for the new built dorms to balance off the inflated 
price of the  materials.  

• Whatever it takes to keep housing on campus good I am for! 
• Albright/benton students shouldn't have to pay more if they're not even given AC.  
• Do not raise 
• Housing is already really high.  
• Bruh. No. 
• tentatively supportive of this if it helps pay our cleaning staff, residential living staff, and RAs. 

they deserve GOOD PAY for the work they do.  
• Things already barely work in the buildings you do have. I have to fight tooth and nail just to 

wash my clothes and you have the audacity to raise the prices? This school is predominately 
composed of people who don’t have much money, so inevitably this will cause more students to 
drop out. Including myself if this trend continues. 

 
Planning to Commute Next Year 

• Absolutely nothing will change about the residence halls so why should the price change? 
• Albright Benton should not have an increase considering they do not have air or elevators or 

private bathrooms 
• Why build it in the first place if you know you cannot afford it and beg for more money? 
• It’s already too expensive 
• I don’t live in campus because it is already to expensive.  
• i do not live on campus  
• Freaking why though?? 
• If you’re charging more for inflation, will on campus jobs be paying more to account for the 

same inflation? 
• It’s already so expensive  
• Students are now being forced to stay on campus for a two year minimum, so raising the cost is 

only taking advantage of young adults who are already short on money.  
• Use this money to update rooms. We really needed this when I lived in them.  
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• Living off campus is now mandatory for students during their first two years. It’s a lot cheaper to 
live of campus. Increasing the prices even more and requiring students to live there is unfair.  

• Housing is very expensive for something that is mandatory for 2 years.  
• Especially the older dorms should not be being increased to live in. 
• No thanks. If ur going to increase Norton get rid of the mold and maybe get a few more washers  
• I refuse to live on campus and support the outrageous rates, fees, and restrictions that come 

with it. 
• Every year there is an increase in dorm rates, however students see no change in quality of 

space. There are still bug infestations and mold in the majority of dorm buildings. Use the 
money we have given you in the past to address the issues we express, then ask again if we are 
supportive of an increase in rates.  

• How do you expect people to pay for this? 
• Why am I paying more for a dorm that wasn’t even cleaned when I moved in? The shower drain 

had a backup of hair that was over a foot long in it yet you’re going to charge more for that? The 
pain on my walls is literally puffing out around the entire shower and was breaking off in the 
closet, all of which I had to clean but if I leave my dorm dirty when I move out I get charged. 
Absolutely not. Do better. 

• It is less likely for students to be able to afford 
• Campus housing is already too expensive for too many students. 
• Too expensive  
• Further explanations beyond "inflationary costs" would be appreciated.  
• There is still black mold in many of the dormitories and yet you have the audacity to increase 

the costs? 
• My Off-campus apartment is cheaper than all of the private room options during a year. 

 2 semesters for one of the cheapest private rooms - around 6,600,  
My apartment for 12 months - around 6,500. including ALL fees and utilities 
student dorm pricing should be competitive to encourage students to want to  
stay on campus. Not forcing students to stay on campus for two years and pay these prices.  

• Already making plenty of money on mediocre dorms 
• N/A I commute 
• Overpriced tiny rooms! 
• Not living in dorms  
• I do not live on campus, so I do not care about this increase. 
• Forcing students to live on campus for the first two years, while living off campus is cheaper, and 

then additionally raising the prices of the housing the consecutive year is bad business. It 
reflects badly on WCU and it should not be raised. 

• N/A 
• I still think it’s too expensive  
• fuck wcu 
• Dorm aren’t the best  
• Get Air Conditioning in every dorm then ask for more money. 
• DONT. WHY DO PEOPLE COME TO WCU? FOR THE CHEAPER PRICES. DO NOT RISE PRICES 
• The fees seem ridiculously skewed and unfair as it stands. How does the university justify such a 

small premium for a difference between a single and a double room? Increase the fee for the 
luxury of having a private room, but not the fees across the board. 
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• These are not negligible rates. This is a lot of money to live on campus, not including the meal 
plan. You say its for inflation, but that same inflation makes it hard for us to pay to live. College 
is expensive enough, why make it worse? 

• Ridiculous for lack-luster and poor housing.  
• It’s expensive enough as it is  
• You can’t force students to stay on campus an extra year and then increase the place they’re 

required to live 
• I’m a commuter. 
• Some of the dorm rooms are too expensive for them to be the size that they are. So why 

increase? 
• I am a commuter 
• Students are required to live on campus. Raising living rates simply to abide to your rules is 

unfair.  
• why is there an increase on the shittiest dorms on campus... nobody wants to live in AB. 

common sense is lacking here folks...  
• I don’t use the dorm style living arrangements but I realize building massive dorms that cost  

billions of dollars rather than using that money to partner with apartments to lower rent costs 
for students has to come from somewhere. 

• I do not know enough about residential living’s budget to know what this money will go 
towards. I agree that if the active plan for this money is to go to residential living employees and 
maintenance, however if the money is being used for anything else I do not support it.  

• Stop adding more to our prices we can barely afford them now 
• I don't support a price increase. 
• I do not have the money or finical aid to pay for this.  
• It’s extremely hard to afford as is. 
• Try updating the dorms all around before increasing price. It’s unfair that freshman get the best 

dorms constantly while other residents are stuck in ones that don’t even have air conditioner.  
• I live off campus. 
• Ridiculous they aren’t even nice  
• This doesn’t affect me, however western is known for being affordable and that’s kind of a crazy 

increase for dorms such as harill, as it is old and run down and it’s almost the same price as the 
amazing new and renovated dorms. I stayed constantly sick in Harill due to mold, no one should 
have to pay the same as others when one has a fire pit and one has mold. 

• I don't live on campus. 
• I think this one makes a little more sense. I agree and support this. 
• I think the dorms on campus are really nice and that the university makes a good effort to keep 

them nice and/or build new ones, so I support an increase  
• This is fine IF student job pay is increased on campus  
• I do not live on campus 
• Student have no choice to live on campus for two years and a small choice of what forms. It’s 

ridiculous to give no options and force students to pay more. 
• I don't live on campus anymore, but I know that no matter how much money our tuition adds to 

residential living it won't benefit us. Reynolds and Roberston have SEVERE black mold issues. 
Not to mention the ant problem occurring in the new dormitories this year. Also, adding 
communal bathrooms to the new halls was an ignorant decision. Not only are we still living with 
COVID, but sexual assault is an epidemic on campus. These communal bathrooms have only 
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worsened both of these issues and it shows how little thought the administration actually puts 
into the safety of its' students. 

• There's no need to increase the prices of housing.  
• im not getting a dorm just because its nasty and not worth the price 
• Rooms are already expensive, especially when you take into account that the monthly cost for 

my room is Allen is around around $825/mo. I know that’s with all utilities included, but most 
people would just rather live off campus at that point.  

• I am not planning on living in the dorms next year so I don't really have an opinion. 
• I don’t live on campus.  
• I’ve had mold in my room, and many faulty things, and maintenance hasn’t done anything to fix 

it. I shouldn’t be paying more for terrible quality of living.  
• I don’t live on campus it is ridiculous that I pay more for improvement of the dorms! 
• No reason for that. The services are the same and they aren’t building anything new in the 

dorms. If anything they should decrease because they are getting older. My room in the village 
is not worth the price as it is. Shower was nasty from the time I moved in, leaking ac ruined half 
my shit.  

• The dorms are already more than an apartment lease with similar amenities.  It is a bad deal to 
force students to live in the dorms as it is. 

• I always thought room and board expenses were too high. 
• I don't support increasing prices, but I guess I get it.  
• The rooms on campus are in poor condition. I have heard multiple issues in regard of mold, 

pests, ac and heat being non existent, and lack of accessibility for students who are disabled. 
Until the dorms are in better condition and made nicer instead of building new dorms that are 
practically falling apart it’s unreasonable to raise prices.  

• Room rates are already expensive as it is. Some student don’t want to live on campus but are 
forced to anyways. To increase the expense for something that is subpar and being forced upon 
students is unreasonable. 

• Doesn’t make sense to raise the room rates  
• Do we even have enough beds for students? I feel like we cannot justify raising these prices 

while so many students are having to live off campus due to lack of accommodation. No one 
pays more for less.  

• N/A I don’t live on campus so I don’t really have an opinion on that. 
• It's so expensive already some people have to take out loans making it worse 
• No problem, gotta keep the dorms running 
• None 
• None 
• Some dorms aren't worth the cost to live in and required renovation to make up for this 

increase in cost 
• Students pay enough and it's unfair to pump more money out of already broke college students 
• Rates are comparable to an expensive apartment. 
• Reasonable  
• It’s expensive enough just to live. Don’t make it worse for students who barely make money in 

the first place.  
• Students are required to live on campus for some amount of time if they don’t have an 

exception. How can you justify this increase when some people struggle to make ends meet as it 
is? If you were decent people you would only charge enough to keep the utilities paid for. 

• I don’t live on campus 
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• This is just inflation 
• Room and board at Western is already expensive, it’s cheaper for people to live off campus and 

everybody who is a freshman or sophomore is forced to live on campus. Upping the rates is 
ridiculous and unfair. Also the fire alarms in Noble are out of hand, that should be handled. 

• Absolutely not. Albright Benton does not even have air conditioning.  
• The room rates are ridiculous.  Paying nearly 800 dollars a month for less than 150 square feet 

of living space. Plus students being required to live on campus for the first 2 years is definitely 
going to dissuade students from choosing western.  Also the rooms are of subpar cleanliness 
and quality upon move in. 

• Raising the prices of all the living situations makes it harder for students to be able to attend. 
Many have to give up other important things just to be able to live in the "cheapest" dorms. 

• Increasing the rates of rooms without improving the conditions of rooms and dorm halls is 
another way to exploit students who rely on the school to house them.  

• I don't live on campus.  
• Prices are already incredibly high when considering the poor condition and lack of 

room/accessories that come with the purchase. Residential living is not even supplied for a full 
year so considering this and looking at monthly prices of living in the vast majority of residential 
living, it is incredibly overpriced and frankly unfair for the freshmen that are forced to pay these 
prices that may not be financially stable, which is very common for many individuals right now. 

• Housing is already an absurd cost. With the additional requirement for sophomores to stay on 
campus, there shouldn't be a need for this increase. 

• I do not use the services, nor have enough experience with, to make an guesstimate on the 
value of on campus living. 

• Rooms are run down, the increase is only reasonable for newer dorms. 
• I do not live on campus.  
• What if inflation settles down by the time these price increases are implemented? It wouldn’t 

make sense.  
• Absolutely not. Rates already were raised and some of these buildings are incredibly old 

outdated and unsafe. Raising rates for buildings that don’t even have air conditioning is 
ridiculous  

• It already costs so much to live on campus and some dorms aren't even up to the standards 
required for the amount asked. I first got to Reynolds and my heater didn't work and I had a 
hole in my wall that somehow went unnoticed. If you use the money from the increase to fix old 
dorms then I support but if you make new ones then I will not support that. 

• i dont live on campus so dont care 
• Housing is already ridiculous and a lot of people already have a bad experience.  
• Rates are already outrageous for rooms. It is cheaper to rent an all inclusive apartment and be 

able stay whenever you want than to live on campus and be forced out when there are breaks. 
• I will not be staying on campus.  
• Are you really trying to push people to live off campus? Cuz it's working very well  
• You make people live on campus for 2 years. Quit being greedy. You make enough money.  
• I still just can't believe y'all require freshman and sophomores to live on campus. It's one of 

those things that feels scammy and illegal but isn't because it benefits the power-holders. So no 
I don't support requiring kids to pay more for housing who are just trying to get an education.  

• College is very expensive overall and increasing the cost of housing only sends students further 
into debt that they are unlikely to escape.  
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• I've not lived on campus but I have seen the inside of residence halls and to increase the prices 
is ridiculous. This combined with raising the meal plans + the stay on campus for two years rule 
is the exact reason why students didn't return before.  

• I do not live on campus, but I imagine building more residence halls adds to the price going up.  
• There should be no increase in charge for living in Albright Benton  
• This does not apply to me. 
• These buildings have so many health violations in them. From simultaneously being thrown up 

too quickly and being too old there are pest problems, temperature problems, leak problems, 
and some don't have any AC or Heating Units. Unless the problems are fixed in these units I 
don't see why the students are responsible for making up the difference of the poor planning of 
the Architectural Committee. My proposal is to make the rooms the same price as the rent on 
the outside to make it affordable for college students to not go into heavy debt. 

• I wont be in dorms 
• Commuter 
• RA'S ARE JUST OVERPOWERED AND UNDERPAID BABYSITTERS, SO WHERE IS THE MONEY 

GOING? 
• Just shut the fuck up. You already charge too much you fucking cry babies. Why don't you take 

some money off of those hundred thousand dollar salaries you useless fucks are making instead 
of giving yourself a bonus, a raise, and then claiming that inflation is causing you to raise our 
costs of living.  

• This school is one of the most affordable in the state which is why many people come here, 
because they can afford it. Increasing these fees each year makes it harder and harder for 
students and their families to afford it and is causing myself, and other to struggle with paying 
for our education. It may seem like a small change, but it really is hard on students paying for 
school.  

• Inflation is not our fault and Benton is not nice enough to make it more expensive. When I lived 
there, we had mold, roaches, and dirty bathrooms. There is no AC and it smells like decay.  

• Housing is already unaffordable, and students are being crammed in unsafe and uncomfortable 
living conditions on campus. There are too many students paying too much money for the 
school to be hurting this bad for cash.  

• No! Just no!!!! Why would you charge us more for staying on campus that is 4500 dollars a 
month that is ridiculous and then y’all are gonna raise it even more. 

• No comment 
• I think all the prices should be reworked cause that was way too much fluctuation and too many 

options for dorms 
• Already too expensive. 
• I do not eat on campus  
• I do not live on campus so this increase would not effect me in any way 
• Quit trying to change prices. College is hard enough these days. 
• I do not live on campus  
• I DONT LIVE IN CAMPUS SO DONT CHARGE ME FOR ON CAMPUS HOUSEING FEES!!!!! 
• Increasing Albright and Benton is just evil. 
• Residence Halls are already overpriced considering the quality delivered.  
• Foul. Administration bleeds us dry. 
• Ugh 
• I commute. 
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• Why should I pay for a Dorm when I can drive home or to a friend's house and not have to spend 
that much on housing?  

• it doesn’t need to increase  
• we pay too much already 
• The rooms already cost too much. 
• Please do not increase room rates. It is a money scam to increase room rates while also 

requiring students to live on campus for an extra year than before, as they have no choice in 
whether they want to pay the money or not.  

• Students are here for education not to worry about being able to afford a place to stay 
• There aren’t any rooms as it is  
• I’m not living in a dorm  
• You are seriously increasing the rate for students staying in Albright/Benton. The conditions are 

barely liveable.  
• No. Dorm life is not worth that much. Get better RA's. 
• the dorms aren't nice and neither is my roomate. i hate living on campus  
• Buildings are getting older, prices should not be increasing 
• I commute so I don't have an opinion.  
• Don't live here 
• Requiring students to pay for living on campus is a much more acceptable fee than some others, 

it goes towards paying staff and RAs and for upkeep and such. Increasing the fees for living is 
not acceptable though. Students are already required to pay for many other fees and services, 
and especially now that freshmen AND sophomores are required to live on campus instead of 
having the choice to go to an apartment means that they should not be punished by having a 
higher cost of living than they might elsewhere.  

• As a commuter I feel like the opinion of those planning to live on campus should have a bigger 
say in the matter than me.  

• don’t really understand the cause but inflation makes a little sense i guess. but you are making 
more people live on campus costing them more money. remove the housing rule 

• I live off campus because its 100% cheaper. Y'all already charge too much per room. 
• Underclassmen are forced to live on campus and upperclassmen may have to due to limited 

housing elsewhere, cost should be kept low. 
• Why do the resident halls keep increasing every year. They are already very expensive  
• Freshman and Sophomores, (1st & 2nd year students) are already required to live on campus, 

they should not need to pay more money. Also, there was an influx of new students attending 
western, one should hope that money can go towards the inflation pressures. Considering the 
college is experiencing this inflation, so are the college students being forced to pay more 
money.... 

• I don’t understand why we’re increasing rates isn’t the NC promise supposed to protect from 
this ? 

• dorms are trash 
 
Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 

• I do not stay on campus as I am a distance student so I have no opinion towards the matter. 
• Rooms are the most expensive thing on campus. In order to keep students on campus, it makes 

sense to keep these cheaper than apartments. I don’t believe rates should go up year after year 
as students plunge further and further into debt.  
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• Maybe for the new forms you can get away with stuff like this but, Reynolds? Albright Benton? 
They are the worst dorms to be on there have been freshman places in these transfer dorms 
and no improvement to the facility in terms of cleanliness of bathrooms or an elevator when 
they’re on the opposite side of campus from everything  

• It really would make more sense if students had access to Western's internal financials to 
investigate how necessary this all is. I'm not convinced that this is necessary, but I also can't 
prove that. I suspect there are alternatives to this, and raising prices will decrease enrollment 
rates, and decrease the values of all these new dorms that have been built.  

 
Graduate Students 

Planning to Commute Next Year 
• What are the inflationary pressures that residential living is experiencing? If the increase passes, 

current students should be given an option to pay it and stay or move out of the dorms. 
• There is so much money that comes in, why are we raising rates again? When do we give back 

to the students and their families?  
• half of these dorms have not been updated and are not secure enough for students to live in so 

increasing the costs benefits no students  
• I don't live on campus, but when I did undergrad, it was already expensive. Especially if you are 

in a dorm like Buchanan that doesn't even have air conditioning.  
• This is not competitive with the housing market. This will encourage students to live outside of 

dorms.  
• Live off campus 
• Never lived on campus because of how ridiculous the costs were, but I definitely don't want the 

prices on campus to go up because that means the off-campus housing is going to skyrocket too. 
I can already barely afford to live in the area with how garbage the pay is.  

• Living on campus is a choice so if you raise any prices it should be something that is a choice 
• Living with inflation is hard enough, as it is hard to afford enough to eat and afford gas.  
• This will not affect me 
• College costs have outpaced inflation for decades. While that may be the excuse for extra fees 

given here, it is not the truth. Students need a place to live. To continue raising prices when they 
are forced to live on campus is not ethical. Either give students the option to find alternative 
housing as freshman or give them an affordable place to live.  

• NA 
• Unacceptable. 
• There is no reason to increase the already expensive cost of living, instead of raising prices on 

the students, you should make cuts to administrative costs. 
• You need to actually take care of older dorms too. Students in Norton deal with an ant 

infestation. Students in Reynolds have water damage in their dorms. Some dorms aren't 
accessible for disabled students. Don't raise rates on bad quality dorms. 

• wcu is supposed to be affordable...  
• Do not support because the dorms are already not kept up with for what we pay  
• Commuter, no opinion. 
• They should not be increased. 
• I don't stay on campus 
• I have not lived in on campus housing.  
• I don't live on campus 
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• dorms like buchanan and albright/benton have consistent problems  
• No opinion  
• Will not be on campus 
• it is already a struggle and problem for students to live on campus 2 years and now room rates 

are going to go up even more. we have to live on campus for 2 years, get a meal plan for 2 years. 
a huge part of the amount of money we pay for WCU is from this.  

• Rates should not be increased for students already required to live on campus. This can 
financially hurt some students, when it would be cheaper for them to live off-campus. 

• I don’t live in a dorm anymore but the increase on everything is a little pricy for some people  
• I am only supportive of the increase if Res Life starts taking complaints more seriously. 

Oftentimes complaints are made repeatedly about the same simple issues (insect infestations, 
noise problems, room change requests, etc.) and res life always says there "isn't anything they 
can do", which I don't believe most of the time. 

• No 
• I can understand, plus it is a smaller jump than last year's. 
• A double dorm at Allen equals to $825 a month. Rent for off campus apartments are 

significantly cheaper without having to be cramped into a tiny room for 4 months. Residential 
living is a scam and no one should be paying a penny more for it.  

• While I don’t like seeing increases in housing costs, I understand the need for them to happen 
with inflation. 

• Housing costs are significant and it would be more humanitarian if these costs could be kept 
low.  

• I'm not a resident, so I don't feel I should comment here. 
• I will not be in a residence hall. I do not want to pay for others to be in a residence hall. 
• Why are these costs being passed onto students? 
• You shouldn’t be charging grad students for this!!!!!! I live in Asheville! 

 
Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 

• Again, you are contributing to inflation increases. 
• Don’t live on campus  
• N/A 
• Rooms are already outrageously priced. 
• I'm not being charged these rates because I do not use student housing... unlike the other fees 

of other services I do not use. 
• N/a 
• Higher education is already inaccessible to so many people, people cannot afford these fee 

increases. Wages are stagnant, we don’t have a living wage and cost of living is sky rocketing. 
How can young people go to college and have opportunities without going into massive debt? 

• While I do not live on campus, my question is why are private living spaces more?  What if you 
have a compromised immune system, and need to live alone?  The student should not be 
punished for that.  

• I don't live on campus 
• Are student's offered access to lower or higher cost living quarters based on family income?  Or 

are there ways to subsidize this?  Accessibility seems important here.  
• School fees are too high as is. 
• Higher education is needlessly expensive as it is. 
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• I do not live on campus so no opinion on this one. 
• Not living on campus 
• I am at Biltmore Park. This does not apply to me. 
• I don't use this service.  
• I'm a remote student at Biltmore park, so don't have a opinion about the residence halls.  
• I've never utilized these services 
• If the state is increasing in-state tuition, then increase the minimum wage at the same 

percentage  
• These do not apply to me.  
• Don't lice on campus  
• Given current housing rates this reasonable  
• Not for biltmore park.  
• I can't believe I lived in a Balsam private for 4 years, expensive fucker. 

2) With the price (and requirement) to live on campus, did the NC promise tuition cut actually 
do anything to make WCU more affordable? 

 
Proposed Meal Plan Rates 

Undergraduate Students 
Planning to Live on Campus Next Year 

• I am supportive only if there is actually food available to the students. I have gone to the dining 
hall several times and there has been a lack of food options, which is frustrating when I feel I am 
already paying more than the meal plan is worth.  

• Overall, the food on campus is average at best, so I don't particularly appreciate the higher meal 
plan rates. There should be more variety at Brown Lodge and better quality at Courtyard dining. 

• I like the weekly 14 plan 
• Dinning on campus is horrendous and has only gotten worse every year I have returned to 

campus, but I have to pay more every year. Half of the campus dining was closed for the first 
few weeks here and most of the campus has horrible hours. I pay too much already for the 
dining to be this bad. Waste of my money  

• Food options are minimal at best and quality is mediocre. We should not have to pay more for 
the current quality. 

• Freshmen should not be given the opportunity to have a meal plan that’s only 14 
swipes/exchanges a week. Freshmen need to be able to have unlimited swipes to the caf so they 
can socialize and eat breakfast. Freshmen may sign up for that plan to try to save money and 
then not get enough food to eat, therefore damaging their health and mental well being. That 
option is fine for upper classmen, but not freshmen. Freshmen need to be encouraged to stay 
on campus during weekends, and offering this plan would encourage students to go home on 
weekends so they have enough swipes to get through the week. I agree with catamount dining 
employees wages increasing. Dining workers need to be treated well so that there are not 
staffing shortages, which cause long lines and a lack of food. Focusing on campus dining will 
encourage students to stay over the weekends (since currently the lodge is closed on 
weekends), therefore increasing student engagement.  

• Yet again already expensive enough. Especially when every place on campus has given me food 
poisoning this semester  

• Gotta do what you gotta do with inflation, not a fan of the lack of an unlimited option for non 
first-year students though 
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• If the food was better it would make sense to increase 
• only if we get more and better food options  
• Supportive if this improves food quality and options. 
• the food on campus is rarely good, so i have never eaten in the food courts unless it’s chick-fil-a  
• The meal at the dining halls suck  
• It is stated that wages will go up for employees in the cafeterias but I doubt that will happen  
• There needs to be more options for residential students for meal plans.  
• oh my lord make the weekly 14 a thing now.  
• The food here needs to improve much more and not give me food poisoning for me to be paying 

this much. 
• I fully support the increase. The employees there deserve every penny because we rely on them 

for food. And if they don’t have enough cleaning supplies, that can lead to potential food 
infections for us students 

• It's not even that good. 
• If the fee is raises I won't be able to afford one for next year. 
• There aren't very many options when living on campus, especially healthy options. We pay so 

much for it to be the same food every single day. If this would increase, there should definitely 
be changes in places such as the cafe where many residents eat.  

• Supportive as long as the, the workers are not understaffed. As well if the cafeterias can be 
open later with some sort of food. Not the full selection but a limit amount. I only say this 
because, some students have club events later in the evening which causes interference. 

• Make better food first 
• With limited options, poor quality, and lack of ability to support the flow of students I think 

increasing the prices is ridiculous. Why should students pay more for less? 
• If all food places are open I support the increase  
• Students mostly eat in their dorm for lunch or breakfast so increases would make it difficult for 

students to be able to purchase food for their dorm. Also, food is rarely available as the cooks 
can not make food fast enough for students due to low hiring rates so paying more for less is not 
acceptable.  

• good for employees, the meal exchange is the best thing but the most expensive when I don't 
eat dining hall meals  

• I disagree with increased “tax” on students, although I understand the requirements needing to 
be met for inflation, a more informative email sent out to all students may help bring more 
ideas and opinions to consider. 

• I'm in support as long as the quality of the food served is increased. 
• We pay a lot of money and eat an average amout of 3 meals a day and still have a bunch of meal 

swipes which average $10 that we don't use and can't use except five times and now we are 
having to pay more which doesn't make sense to me 

• I like the weekly 14 plan, but I strongly disagree with raising the prices of meal plans.  
• Ya better add a lot of db and meal swipes that would last an entire semester without stress 
• The weekly 14 costs more than the Block 150 
• The dinning halls do not have good food and are very limited on options  
• Be consistent on what's open, the reliability of your products, services, and methods of being 

able to pay. Then I might be a little more understanding.   
• I would chose not to have a plan while living in campus if it were possible  
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• The meal plans are already expensive and it is difficult to find much food offered for those of us 
that are athletes and have practices late in the day. 

• Will the food change so everyone can eat, even those with food allergies? Do not get rid of the 
meal kits for commuters. That may be the only thing commuters have. Its a great easy way to 
make meals for them.  

• make the food better it is not worth $2600. 
• If you're going to increase the price for meal plans, please provide some nutritional food. Also 

ensure that employees are enduring to health and safety protocols. Many individuals 
continuously get food poisoning from the dining hall. 

• Use the money to increase the quality of the food!!! 
• make the freshman year one cheaper by at least a 100 dollars of the new price because not all 

of the facilities are open yet half way through the year, the rest are fine 
• shits not worth that much 
• Why would I be supportive of having to pay more money for a dinning plan that isn't changing. 

Maybe if you increase the DB or the guest swipes then the increase in price could be seen as 
worth it.  

• I definitely feel that this is an unreasonable ask since the food available in the dining halls is not 
very diverse. Students who are vegan typically can only have one option for a meal. Same with 
students who have other dietary issues. Even if students have an exemption to the meal plan 
instead of having to pay it, how would they be able to make food for themselves since the 
dorms are not accommodating for students to cook for themselves full-time.  

• We should not be paying more for meal plans that are not worth the money that we pay 
currently. The amount of meal exchanges and DB is not equivalent to the amount we pay. I 
would recommend creating a new meal plan that is a step between the block 150 and the 
unlimited, where you give enough exchange meals for three meals a day for the semester, but 
no DB. 

• The weekly 14 plan sounds like a good idea.  
• As someone with food restrictions, I already pay for the cheapest option available to resident 

students and am often unable to find suitable food on campus due to menu selection, wait 
times, and abysmal and unpredictable operating hours  

• The food is not even well cooked and the dining hall have less food options  
• It’s already expensive as it is.  
• I stated no opinion because of the increase is for better pay and more variety in food at the 

dining halls and then I am all for it.  
 
However if it’s to continuare to cover the crappy food served at both The Lodge and The 
courtyard than my stance is no. The menus at both places are repetitive and there is no variety 
of food, especially at brown where a lot of the upper campus students dine at. 

• If there was any evidence given on how the fee increase would be split between employee 
wages and purchasing food, I would be supportive. Again, more numbers would be useful.  

• I’m only supportive if this actually increases the quality of food. Hundreds of people every 
semester get sick from the food. No one in the kitchens are Food Safe Certified (WHICH IS 
ILLEGAL) except for the managers and the managers manage huge areas. I’ve worked for 
Aramark at wcu and can honestly say that I have seen more bugs, spoiled food, cross 
contamination, and just down right illegal activities taken place in wcu food areas. No one in 
management cares about the safety of they food. They only care about looks and profit. There’s 
a reason why the dinning hall had to be shut down multiple times during the semester (not a 
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break) to be fumigated. Long story short, I have heard more people say they almost shit 
themselves or throw up than they have enjoyed the food. Also wait times need to go down. I 
know students who haven’t used their meal plans because it takes over an hour and a half to get 
food durning the slow times. Students are starving themselves because they can’t get food. The 
nutrition of the meals is also so low it’s laughable.  

• It's expensive, but this one is necessary. 
• Places are running out of food at least once a week. Lines can last more than an hour. Food is 

often poorly cooked or under cooked, and you want to raise prices? We still don't even have all 
of our food places open. We shouldn't have to pay full price for half of a meal plan, much less 
more. We need to get a handle on our supply issues and wages before you want to charge 
students more, just to have half of the restaurants closed or closing at 2 pm. (I'd like to eat 
dinner, please)  

• Only supportive because I believe that this will be used to do the much needed improvement/ 
expanding of options. 

• Don’t in crease any fees unless you can provide better parking and AC in all buildings 
• The increase in meal plans won't be huge to deal with. 
• absolutely not. the food here gives everyone the shits, so it’s definitely not worth an average 

increase of 3.8%.  
• Finances are hard for some families and the more the school keeps raising all these fees the 

harder it is for students and their families to pay for their education. 
• Gouging food price L 
• first year students, especially in spring semester should not be married to an all you can eat 

plan. If the current system is not working, change the system not the price. 
• There are enough options I don’t really care  
• Food staff need more incentive from covid impacts, new meal plans sound okay 
• People will seek cheaper, less healthy options, and will hurt student's health in the long run 
• Some of the meal plans were already over-priced and not worth it and last time I checked 

residence are required to buy some sort of meal plan. The campus will move on with them 
anyways so obviously whether we want it or not our voices don't matter.  

• Students need to feel confident that food will be provided for those with dietary restrictions. I 
don't feel comfortable paying so much when so little is offered for my dietary restrictions. 

• The weekly 14 and Block 150 meal plans are a GREAT thing! If these are the prices for those I 
would totally be in favor of these prices! 

• I need to eat and increasing these few will make it difficult to get the food I need when I need it. 
• Food is not great. If better food is coming than I’m supportive. 
• We should have a right to food, and this is way too excessive. There are people with dietary 

restrictions that have to have a meal plan that cannot even use it. Food is a right and not a 
privilege.  

• The food in the cafeteria upsets my stomach. Hopefully with an increase in fees the quality of 
food will increase tremendously.  

• There is barely anywhere to eat as it is.  
• How are you going to increase what we pay when half of the food options on campus are not 

even open. Courtyard makes me sick and how about you season the food.  
• I would be supportive of this if our dining halls provided what their sites say they have. At least 

half of the stations are always closed. 
• This shouldn’t be increased, do to most of the time there isn’t good that’s good in the cafe. 
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• I am paying my way through college myself and i don’t need to be paying more for services I 
don’t use. 

• We need more people working in the meal areas so we actually have good food 
• the meal options are not inclusive of vegans and vegetarians and there is not always enough 

food or you have to wait in line for at least 10mins 
• As long as the money goes to having more options and better food in the cafe 
• They’re fine the way they are 
• You are charging the very students that will be working in the dining hall. In other words, they 

are paying for their own raises. Find donors. I am poor. If you charge this much, I’m definitely 
transferring or at the very least living off campus. This is getting out of hand.  

• They are already over priced and the campus facilites aren't good enough to justify the price nor 
and increase in price.  

• We do not need to be charged more. 
• If you're changing this then please get better food options. You don't need to add 50 other 

ingredients to simple foods. I'm a picky eater so I basically starve on campus. 
• the reasons seem necessary and the food plans are a great thing as they are so making any cuts 

seems like a bad thing 
• I know that the students that work for Aramark do not get paid nearly enough and I know this 

money will eventually end up back in students hands. 
• When the food gets better I would be supportive, but until then absolutely not. We get fed junk, 

there's nothing healthy in the cafeterias unless you plan on eating a salad for lunch and dinner 
every single day. 

• I am not in support of the increase. The food here is not very nutritious and paying more for 
food that is not the quality I am paying for does not make sense to me. 

• The new 14 plan is a gear addition to these options. They are minor increases and I fully support 
these alterations. 

• The food here is barely eddable on a good day fix the food first before you start making us pay 
more for it 

• i hardly even use the meal plan 
• I feel like the meal plan is already expensive enough as it is especially considering most people 

don't use all of their meal plan in a semester 
• The food options are TERRIBLE and i refuse to pay even more. I have had serious stomach issues 

because of the food on campus. 
• Again, I feel that there should be a dramatic change in the dining situation for me to support this 

idea.  
• This year there has been a list of issues with campus dining and the quality/availability of dining 

options. If Catamount DIning could get all locations to be open all day and serve quality food, 
then I would support the price increase. 

• Meal Plans are already expensive and some students don’t really use their plan.  
• No comment.  
• I want better quality food in the courtyard cafe and fresher food  
• As long as our food options get better  
• Paying dining workers more should have happened a long time ago. That is the only reason I’m 

supportive of this.  
• I understand inflation on food. But everything is inflated. You are basically not wanting the 

college kids to eat becuase you’re making everything unaffordable. Your making everything 
about money and not about their health and well-being  
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• The meal plans are very convenient for me, so a small increase is no big deal. 
• 3.8% is a large increase that is more than I would be willing to pay for. 
• Employee wages are terrible especially for student workers  
• I can not afford to eat out and buy groceries so I heavily depend on my meal plan. There is 

already a requirement to have a meal plan if you live on campus. I will not be able to afford the 
extra fees that you are trying to put into plan. 

• I already struggle to find food on campus due to long lines, places not having enough hours, or 
places simply just running out of food. 

• Meal plans are expensive for not enough options 
• I am wasting money with my meal plan but because I live on campus I have no choice. The food 

options on campus are laughable if you have any sort of food restriction and want to not have 
the exact same meal every single day. I do not support a raise.  

• Love the idea for the meal plan changes and our cafeteria workers definitely deserve to get paid 
more! Especially this semester they have been working miracles! 

• Like i have been saying, i understand the inflation and cost of everything, but when each and 
every place to eat at has food to eat for every allergen, I do not understand why it would need 
to increase if different places on campus are still not open and if most places do not consider my 
dietary restrictions.  

• I like the idea of weekly 14 as someone struggling to use block 150. I also like the removal of the 
"meal kit" as I found it confusing on the website what that meant and included 

• I would be supportive of this measure if the meal options and the school's cafe were adequate. 
This semester has been a nightmare. not having enough food, closing early, being overly 
crowded, certain locations not opening when the semester started, and then not running very 
well. I understand that the university hires out most of its food services to other companies, but 
the job is not being done. If you want more money, do a better job. When I walk into the cafe 
(not at peak hours) and there are lines of 50 people at each station and employees not even 
trying to keep up there is a problem. Panda stops making new food around 4 every day, Moes is 
consistently inconsistent, papa John sells old pizza daily, and more. This campus needs more 
meal exchange options with the addition of at least three voted-upon new concepts and major 
changes to the school's cafe and its staff.  

• Make the dinning hall facilites more clean and maintained before you raise the price. 
• There's multiple pros and cons to the increase of meal plans. Pros being able to raise workers 

pay cause they deserve it with what they have to deal with. The cons being that the food isn't 
even good, let alone healthy aside from a salad bar and there isn't enough options for those 
with dietary needs/exceptions so it's not fair to make us pay more for food that is worse than a 
prison's half the time. 

• It is quite expensive for a cafeteria that does not stay stocked and clean half of the time.  
• Meal plans are already expensive and run out quickly, there is no reason to add onto the price 

just for the food to be not worth what we are paying. 
• I think you can afford to pay employees more without charging students more.  
• I would prefer not but I get that food costs go up and it is hard to keep up, but I think that they 

should not require freshmen to have to get the unlimited it is so much more expensive and most 
of that money is wasted, because you can not use it on what you want to. 

• I already pay so much for this meal plan when the food isn’t even cooked all the way.  
• The foods at the dining halls are really bad for the price, so I disagree with the increase. I even 

want it to be cheaper. 
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• The increases in pricing for the already awful quality of food is ridiculous, especially considering 
the meal plans that are required for residential students are already well overpriced. 

• Will this proposed increase on meal plans go towards providing more dining options and/or 
better quality of food? If not, then there is no reason for an increase in meal plans, especially 
considering that the current dining options provided on campus are extremely limited and 
difficult to get in a timely manner. Students should not have to wait 40 plus minutes in line to 
get food in between classes. 

• N/A 
• The food isn’t good enough to be worth what we pay for now  
• No 
• It is also REQUIRED to have a meal plan your first to years of residency, which is also required. I 

am not supportive of this because this is unfair for us to have to pay an increase in this amount 
of money when we cannot choose to have it or not.  

• i will pay less than what i am paying this year  
• NO DONT DO IT 
• Not supportive  
• The meal plan is my biggest gripe!!  Fine raise the prices but don't make people sign up for 

them.  The food makes me sick and I can't eat it but I'm stuck paying for a meal plan anyway, 
why?  Let me opt out so I can use that money to buy food from the grocery store that won't 
make me sick.  Just because I'm living on campus, because you make us for 2 years, shouldn't 
mean that I also have to pay for a meal plan. Or let us move off campus after the 1st year.  It's 
absurd to make us pay for something we aren't using. 

• No reason to increase 
• Why  
• Food is already expensive as it is, doing this would cause mich more harm for many of us as we 

are struggling already.  
• Same opinion as on the residence halls. 
• I like the new meal plan idea. Everything sounds good! 
• Stop increasing my fees you greedy bastards I'm already paying enough 
• Why are all of the expenses increasing   
• I think you need to be more flexible about which students can buy which plan. Not all of these 

plans can accomodate to different students needs. Especially for those students who live on 
campus and do not attend the different cafeterias, because they cook regularly in the kitchens 
that you provide. There may not be many students. But they do exist and that needs to be an 
option made available. The cost increase is understandable by nature, but there is no need to 
actually raise the costs. if you raise the cost of everything else it makes it way more difficult for 
first gen , among other students here to attend Wcu financially.  

• Meal plans should cost what they are worth. The food here is terrible.  It's not like you're serving 
a 5 star dining service. This is more like prison food. Elementary school food was better. Come 
on now this is getting ridiculous. 

• I’m supportive of this IF the money is mostly contributing to raising the worker salaries. Dining is 
underpaid and understaffed. 

• The cafe provides limited stations and terrible food options. It doesn't deserve an increase 
unless it's going towards better food. 

• In the two years that I have been here, there has never been a single instance where every food 
vendor has been up and running at the same time. The limited food options along with the lack 
of staff is incomprehensible and honestly I think we are due for a redound for the lack of 
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promised commodities such as all food courts and vendors being open all year round instead of 
opening 3-6 months after school starts, having inadequate parking for those forced to live on 
campus, being forced to live on campus for two years which caused many students for the class 
of 2025 to go into debt due to the unaccounted and blindsided cost of living once up here along 
with the already poor living conditions for many of the dorms due to the lack of basic living 
accommodations such as appropriate amount of vending machines, washer and driers, toiletries 
and more. 

• Meal plans, in particular the requirement for a first-year's unlimited meal plans, are abusively 
expensive. An increase in price for these meal plans without offering us a completely 
customizable plan. Such a plan would be incredibly simple: I pay the school exactly the cost of 
however many meals I want by the current deadline to purchase a meal plan, then I use the 
meal exchange function to eat them without any completely unnecessary restrictions like 
commuter-only and residential-only plans.  

• Allow people to choose whatever meal plan they want. Then this will seem reasonable. 
• There are not enough options to warrant this, you also require students to get a meal plan 

which, with this plan, will put students between a rock and a hard place. Perhaps focus on 
paying your workers a livable wage to compensate for “inflationary pressures” :)  

• Once again, as out of state this causes more financial stress on me and my family. 
• Supportive but food options could be better at times and places should be open at all times they 

are supposed to be. 
• These price increases are rediculous. 
• People need to eat. 
• Food is awful half the time we do not want to pay more  
• You make us pay for food on a campus we are forced to live on.  
• All of these are expensive as is you don't need to increase the price when shit like this is already 

expensive as is.  
• We need food to live. I would like to see a cheaper option if we don't use many meal I can get 

because I don't use all and the cheaper option isn't really that much cheaper. My money is being 
wasted; also the food sometimes is a hit or miss. I don't want to walk 20 minutes for a meal 
everyday. 

• Half of what the university offers on campus as "options" isn't open right now (and most likely 
won't be next year due to people not wanting to work), so prices should be cut to reflect what is 
being given, not increased for fewer options. 

• Increase in employee pay will increase student involvement, hopefully leading to actually good 
services in the dining hall and more food options available on the weekend 

• The dining halls struggle with keeping food available as it is. It is difficult to eat on campus. 
• N/A 
• The meal plan is expensive and not all places on campus are open or if they are they close at 

unreasonable times  
• On campus, the food options are scarce and limited. It is hard to find food on campus and 

increasing costs makes students not want to spend the money on these expensive meal plans. 
• I am not supporting the increases being that we do not make enough pay, or have pay increases 

to cover your raised costs.   
• No comment  
• I think a "weekly-14" option should be added for first year students as well.  
• I completely understand the price increase with the increase in prices of all food. However, I am 

not happy with the new added weekly 14. This only gives a student an option to have 2 meals a 
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day. This is not satisfactory and even with the added DB, I would not be able to eat for an entire 
semester on two meals a day. There should at least be one Caf swipe a day somewhere in there.  

• Do you know why so many students are using meal exchanges instead of eating in the dining 
halls? It’s because the food is not good. Maybe look into how to make the food better or get a 
new food provider, like ECU is.  

• raise the quality of the food 
• Dining staff wages must be raised. We pay too much for meal plans that we can’t even use due 

to limited hours, total closure, low stock, and reduced variety at dining locations  
• meal plans are already very expensive and students are not receiving quality food and often a 

lot of things are closed. What we receive is not equivalent to what we pay. While the addition of 
better meal plans for residents is good, raising prices without giving students more/better food 
options is unfair.  

• I like the Weekly 14 plan, and I understand that dining has been hit hard. I'm supportive of the 
plan only if it means that wages will go up for student employees. 

• If this money is going towards employee salaries, I have a positive opinion. I've gotten conflicting 
information, so I'll leave it at no opinion. 

• There are a lot of people that don’t get financial aid. Not everyone can pay for all these 
increases!  

• The food is unhealthy and always cold when I go to eat. I have gotten food poisoning multiple 
times from the food on campus. The quality is bad, and then they make it look so good on 
Instagram but it never is! For 2 weeks in a row they posted about mac n cheese Monday but 
there was no mac n cheese on either week and I even arrived early right when dinner started 
just to find no mac n cheese. I'm sick of wcu campus dining glorifying the food when it's all a lie. 
If you are going to raise the prices make the food fresh, warm food, better staff, better quality, 
and check food safety! And expand options for meal exchange! They are being so cheap with it 
now and there have been numerous times where I got barely any food and they call it a "meal", 
I'm sorry but that's not a meal! Please lower prices or if you refuse we need more value and 
higher quality.  

• okay, kitchen staff should be paid more  
• N/A 
• If meal plan prices increase, brown hall should offer meals on weekends.  
• Should not increase 
• Unlimited plans are too expensive as is, but I am in support of the Weekly 14 plan as it makes 

the most sense 
• Why would you want to increase something that college students are struggling to pay school 

and yet you want to increase everything. It’s supposed to be a Carolina promise school but yet 
we pay so much 

• i like my money 
• The food is already bad, no need to raise the price if it's going to be the same quality.  
• I do see why prices are going up but I think the food is already expensive and it is not very good 

to begin with. If you want to raise the prices make the food better. 
• If you want to increase these prices, at least have every place open.  I am not ok with paying 

more when places close and open at weird times. 
• I feel like this was worded as complex as it was on purpose, because all I'm getting from this is 

that we're being charged more to compensate for a) an increase in resources, b) a change in 
prices due to inflation, and c) to give more money to the employees that work food service. The 
staff should already be paid more than they are now and as previously mentioned with 
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residential costs, freshmen are already being forced to pay for necessary resources like a meal 
plan and thus shouldn't be required to put out more money for a choice they aren't allowed to 
make for themselves. 

• Please don't 
• As a student worker I have found it to be ridiculous. First of all, there is hardly any options open 

especially for those who have an allergy, are vegetarian, etc. also the time restraints are horrible 
as a student. People who live on the hill are screwed over constantly, increasing the price of 
something that is flawed enough already isn’t fair if there isn’t going to be any solutions to the 
issues at hand 

• Unlimited meal plan prices need to go lower. Students should be allowed to use their 5000 meal 
swipes to be able to swipe a guest in. There is no need for 5 guest swipes. A student will never 
run out of meal swipes. Incorporate more DB for unlimited plans. The weekly 14 meal exchanges 
are not a good idea. Students who have food insecurity or issues around diet culture may feel 
uncomfortable about being restricted. Declining balance is too low for weekly 14 considering 
the increase of food on campus.  

• This is really getting out of hand.  I would support a 2% increase but nothing more. 
• The food is average, and they close fairly early for college students. They have run out of food 

before, I don’t want to pay more money for food that isn’t dependable. 
• The food on this campus is a joke. Get it together! 
• I don't exactly like it but I understand it... they better go back down after this mess levels out 

though.  
• I get that inflation is a thing, but as a student from a poor family these rising prices make me 

want to cry. 
• The increase should also bring a food quality increase 
• This year campus dining has lacked severely- places struggling to open and stay open; food 

running out, etc. We already pay for pretty bad meal options- we shouldn't have to pay more. It 
is hard for many students to afford the meal plans as is.  

• we already pay enough and have to fight to get food, I pay thousands and still get cold colorless 
food. 

• Dont need to be increased 
• Room and board is already pricey for me 
• I think Junior and Senior residents who choose to live on campus should be able to choose a 

commuter meal plan.  All the facilitlies have a working kitchen in which is open to student use.  I 
believe that they should be able to choose a lesser meal plan since they are choosing to stay on 
campus longer 

• I support this and I like the idea of Weekly 14. I don't see why anyone would use more than 2 
exchanges a day but that may just be my personal experience. 

• Always supportive to increase the wages of our staff 
• Once again, could end up having people go hungry because they can no longer afford their meal 

plans, so a big no. 
• why should we have to pay more for below average food 
• I think the first years being required to pay for 5000 meal swipes per semester is a waste, the 

food isn't great, and its a total waste. I like the idea of the 14 plan, its what I am considering 
getting, instead of the most expensive premium, I have over 4850 meal swipes left, with 4 
weeks left, its a complete waste.  

• No 
• Limited times (I understand the lack of good help) and limited choices 
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• Freshman year is a scam, paying so much for so little. Don’t even use all of the swipes in a 
semester so you should get a refund at the end of what you dont use  

• Will the food quality/accessibility improve as well as the employment issue?  
• Freshman meal plans are a scam  
• I have bought groceries and have also worked in multiple stores. I have seen the price increases 

and can only imagine how bad it is for a large scale production. Therefore this is why I support 
this bill.  

• I am only supportive if this means that there will actually be enough food options for the 
number of students without having to stand in 20-30minute long lines for food and that places 
won't randomly close early because they don't have enough workers or they ran out of food.  

• The food here already sucks and y’all definitely don’t need money to make it better.  
• A meal plan increase?? With a decrease in menu items and restaurants open hours?? This is 

absolutely ridiculous! Fix your priorities! Get rid of Aramark and pay students a decent wage!  
• As long as you're finally paying your workers more, I'm on board. 
• If meal plan prices are going to be increased, then there should be a reassessment of which staff 

are really necessary in the cafes. Several things can be self serve. It's also not reasonable to raise 
these prices until the restaurants can actually maintain their hours. 

• I am very split as food is very expensive but we spend the most money on meals from 
restaurants. 

• I only support it if it increases the pay of dining employees. 
• again we r forced to have one of the most expensive meal plans on campus and now ur raising it 

to be higher 
• The food, specifically the cafe and brown, needs to be better first. 
• Student need to eat, don’t try and make it inaccessible for students with low incomes 
• They have only burger like everyday 
• I only put my support into this plan because there is never enough staff for the dining halls to 

function properly. At best, there’s half of the options open daily, and even then, the quality goes 
down because workers are spread too thin. Instead of doing this, why not allow for more food 
options, especially in the main courtyard dining hall, to be self serve? This would decrease 
waitlines and increase people served per hour. 

• Despite the residence requirement paired with meal plans being mandatory for residents feeling 
like a predatory practice, I support the idea of workers getting more money and having more 
operating funds. I do not necessarily have a positive opinion of Aramark to share, but I am 
grateful I get to eat. The hours/days of operation for most places on campus are ridiculous, the 
websites do not accurately inform us what is open or when, and there are not many good 
stories, if any, floating around about Aramark. That said, staffing issues seem like something 
that money can actually fix, so I am hopeful.  

• Meal plan prices should be increasing if the number of food options can not keep up with it. 
Further, meal plans are just a scam if the food is consistently bad or mediocre. I can only see 
myself accepting an increase in the price of meal plans if the quality of the food gets better, and 
of there are more diverse options available (i.e. other restaurants). 

• I can’t tell if I would support it or not as past prices were not given. 
• if meal plans are increased, please use the extra money to pay the workers at the dining halls 

and restaurants.  
• meal plans are way expensive and students won't even use all of the point given 
• The food is not the best so if it’s going to be raised the quality of food better be raised as well.  
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• I propose that you either need more hours on dining like it used to be before covid and  have 
new options for food in the center of campus before increasing meal plans. I downgraded my 
meal plan last year because almost nothing was open. I get that staffing is an issue but that goes 
along a different issue of not treating the staff you do have for dining fair.  

• Sure. 
• I only support this if there are actual condition changes for the employees working in the cafes.  
• Not enough food choices and services available for what is being charged now! 
• why is this happening :( 
• they’re already so incredibly expensive 
• I like the weekly 14 idea 
• I will only be supportive if more healthy food options are available and better food quality  
• Not when the quality is already terrible for what you are paying now, and most likely would not 

get better by paying more money.  
• The quality of food is no where near the price paid already, and food places do not have the 

hours to support the students meal needs 
• The dining hall food isn’t good so it’s not worth the price at all  
• I like the weekly 14 plan implementation, I would have chosen it this year over the 1st year 

resident requirement  
• You’re going to make students starve. This is ridiculous- especially if you try to make it so where 

we can only use 1 meal exchange per day.  
• quit raising the prices of things or I'm gonna drop out this is ridiculous. 
• Serve better food and then increase prices. 
• One the food is one under cooked no  sauce nothing  
• I can encourage this food increase if the quality and hours of the food places on campus 

increase.  
• Freshman should be offered the residential block 150 plan.  
• Again shouldn’t have to choose between financial stability and living a healthy life.  
• again not it 
• Already too expensive, could be better if it went towards better food and paying the workers 

and if it was not forced on first year students to get one of the two most expensive and useless. 
• If the price for students has to be raised to keep the cleanliness of the cafeteria in tact and 

contribute to the paychecks of the workers then it should be raised. The quality of food should 
also be considered in this price raise as well. 

• o 
• Do not raise 
• As someone whom rarely eats in the cafeteria, I dont think it should be increased  
• I swear to god. Can you fucking add a custom meal plan option? No one is going to eat 5000 

meals a semester. It’s already somewhat close to the end and I literally have barely used over 
100 of my 5000 swipes. 

• if you increase this, use it to pay your employees.  
 
Planning to Commute Next Year 

• As a commuter, I love the idea of reducing the cost of meal plans for us. I am currently unable to 
afford it as of now. 

• There’s hardly any places to eat so why would I want to pay more for a meal plan that I can 
hardly use  
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• Food does not represent quality at the dining halls and is overpriced.  
• If this fee increase is implemented, every single dining employee needs to be paid more. 
• The food is crappy. If you increase the price of the food, go to someone that isn’t Aramark. 
• Only supportive if campus dining improves, with what it is right now there’s no reason for it to 

be increased considering students can barely eat on campus after 6pm! 
• If our meal plans are increasing then the quality of our food definitely better increase as well,  
• Requiring meal plans is a clear means of forcing students to spend more on food than necessary. 

Increasing this obligatory price is unfair and also ridiculous.  
• Pay 2,500 for 5 guest passes, that don’t add up 
• If you are going to raise the prices PLEASE improve the quality of the food. I am so tired of 

having dry rice or going hungry because the food tastes terrible. 
• Already pay too much for low quality food 
• Campus dining is already not consistent but now you’re expecting us to pay more? 
• I have been extremely disappointed with the performance and employment levels of 

resturaunts on campus. I feel like it is unfair to increase prices when the prices we are paying 
now are not fully giving us the advertised services like all the resturaunts that should be open 
but aren’t. The situation has improved marginally since the beginning of the year, but I feel as if 
at the beginning of every semester the amount of food options drop drastically. That should be 
a priority of administration to solve no matter the price increase or other changes being made. 

• if they raise meal plan prices, they should also raise the pay for aramark employees 
• The meal plan are already very expensive what would raise the price do? 
• The food available right now is already not worth it 
• I had wanted to get a block 40, but the meal plan was something I wouldn't use and it was too 

expensive. This would definatly help 
• no meal plan 
• Considering the food makes lots of people sick hell no!!  
• The dinning hall this year has been abysmal at best. Half the time I go they are understaffed, not 

open, or out of most of the food. I’ve got diet restrictions and it makes it incredibly hard for me 
and others like me to get food on campus that’s not the same thing over and over again. 
Honestly it feels like such a waste already and raising the price without fixing any of the issues 
would just make me wanna drop a meal plan all together. 

• The meal plan prices do not reflect the quality and quantity of food we receive.  
• I wish the main cafeteria were more clean and stocked if this increase occurs. I'm not a fan of 

bacteria films floating on cups of water. 
• No opinion, but all of our facilities should be open at more convenient/ longer hours. I 

understand you can't do much if people aren't working, but if we aren't getting the choices our 
meal plan is supposed to include and some places are closing at 6pm, there should be no price 
increase.  

• Unused funds should roll over regardless of end of semester or school year so long as the 
student is enrolled for the next semester.  

• PAY ARAMARK EMPLOYEES BETTER - WE DO NOT MAKE $14.50 ON AVERAGE  
• There is barely any options open! open all of our options then increase. Try seasoning the pasta 

sometimes too.  
• The price should not be going up if the campus can’t even offer all of the food options for 

students. It’s not fair to keep paying these high prices when places don’t even stay open that 
long or don’t open at all.  
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• Not supporting or purchasing a meal plan that has very limited chain options and no food that 
caters to a lot of student’s needs in the main dining halls. 

• At least five freshman better options than forcing them to choose the most expensive plans 
• Increasing the wages of the workers is good, but if possible the quality of the food needs 

increased as well 
• I am supportive of the money being used to increase the pay of workers. I am not supportive of 

the provided plans. If there will be an almost 4% increase in costs, we should also be seeing 
another option that is available for students who struggle to afford a basic meal plan. I have met 
students who come to this school for the low tuition but struggle with meal plans and having 
accessible food. I understand that there needs to be an increase to address these costs, but we 
should have another option for students who may not be able to afford such expensive options 
for food.  

• Inflation is real. We are struggling as it is  
• How are you raising the prices of meal plans when half of the places on campus don’t have the 

staff to support the amount of students who need to eat. If you’re going to raise the prices of 
meal plans then use the money to hire the staff we need to actually feed people without being 
overwhelmed 

• Half of the restaurants on campus weren’t open to start the semester or were only open for 2 
hours. Even with other restaurants opening the lines are horrendous. Why increase pay if 
students can’t even get food? 

• Too expensive 
• Further explanations beyond "inflationary costs" would be appreciated.  
• Mutual; again meal plans are of course expensive but those individuals who are entitled and 

picky eaters, and not willing to be adaptable and cooperative by eating meals at different places 
or eating difference types of meals, will not support increase due to “ my child can’t eat food” 
yes they can, they just choose not to.  

• N/A I pay cash for my food 
• You shouldn’t have to pay if you don’t have a meal plan 
• Over priced meal plans and the food is okay at best! 
• N/a 
• this does not affect me  
• As is, there is so much wrong with the dining services. Long wait times that make it so that you 

do not have enough time to eat between classes is one to be mentioned. Until changes are 
made to fix the dining services, it is blasphemous to even consider rising the meal plan. I 
currently have the 150 Block Plan and the majority of the time I cannot get the food I want 
because they are out or I have to wait an hour in order to get it. I am seriously considering not 
renewing for next semester. 

• Caf already is awful and no one likes it in the first place so who even would be supportive of 
this? 

• how are you going to raise prices on this shitty of food  
• Need more food options if we gonna increase  
• Get rid of the cockroaches and stop overcharging and try to get every restaurant open first 

before you ask for more money. 
• meal plans are not worth the money you pay for them, resturants have wacky hours which 

funnels mass hordes into one resturant.  
• DONT 
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• Unless the food options get better and employees are are paid better, there should not be an 
increase. 

• In the meal plans now, we pay for way more swipes than what is actually used. A price increase 
would mean more money that we are not really getting to use. It would be paid and gone to 
waste.  

• I support paying workers a higher livable wage, but once again, we are also struggling with 
inflation and your rates are going to be incredibly high. 

• Weekly 14 seems like a good idea for a meal plan. 
• living on campus is already expensive.  
• Y’all already increased it for this year. Enough. 
• We already pay a ton of money to not even have half our restaurants open. Would the increase 

in fees allow for more restaurants to be open? 
• I’m a commuter,  no meal plan. 
• Most students don’t eat on campus as is so increasing the rate would do no good for any of us. 
• Food is expensive 
• The food isn’t good  
• if wages are significantly increased on behalf of this proposed plan, im okay with that.  
• I completely disagree with this. The food on campus is usually worse than public school meals. 

Also the partners food system does the pay workers enough to want to work there let alone the 
epidemic of contaminated food people have ingested getting sick from other people hating their 
jobs and slacking off. I never eat on campus and find it cheaper and less threatening to make 
meals at my apartment. 

• Campus dining is essential to students however it has been shown that this is not a priority to 
our campus. The food quality is poor, the amount of employees are low, and the treatment of 
employees is poor. Campus dining should focus their priority creating a higher consistent quality 
amongst all areas before requesting more money from students.  

• No comment 
• I do not have the money or finical aid to pay for this.  
• This will make me not get a meal plan at all since I could use that money to buy groceries and 

get better food out of the deal. 
• I do not have a meal plan. 
• We need te eat. We are broke college students. Interest rates on student loans are high. This 

will affect students exponentially compared to the cost of the food for the school alone. 
• If you can pay student workers more and increase quality of food. I’m on board.  
• I wish there was a smaller option for commuters that include exchange meals 
• This is fine as long as you actually start to pay your dining employees more.  
• Food isn’t good 
• The meal plans are ridiculous in my opinion, the basic plan is one most students can afford 

however you only have an $100 DB amount yet after taxes you are paying the base pay for 
The premium package. I think it’s very strange taht your would pay over 2,000 dollars to only 
receive 100 dollars towards food everyone actually wants and no meal exchange. I find that 
unfair and a grab at students money. 

• We already pay a crap ton for food that isn't always even available.  
• I think the cafeteria already charges more than they deserve. So I will not support any increase 

for them until they increase quality of service. 
• I don't need a meal plan. 
• Can’t afford a meal plan as is.  
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• I think this could be very useful. 
• I think if there is going to be an increased fee there needs to be an increased quality of food as 

well...  
• I think that the addition of the Weekly 14 meal plan is an amazing idea and I wish they had it this 

year. 
• There are not enough options and catamount dining keeps running out of food  
• I personally have been forced to purchase a meal plans for two years that I do not use. Many of 

us have food allergies or other reasons to not eat on campus and we should not be forced to 
pay thousands of dollars on something we do not use. 

• They need to pay there staff well to put up with all the crap the football players put them 
through 

• You need to switch from Aramark to a better provider. The food is awful no matter where you 
go on campus and that is not just my opinion. Food poisoning is incredibly common, as well as 
being served literal raw food. The dining situation needs a complete overhaul rather than trying 
to piece it together with a new food location every year. 

• I don’t get the meal plan  
• dont eat on campus because its too over crowded 
• I work as an aramark employee and feel that if all restaurants could get a decent deep clean 

sometime throughout the year, then I support this.  
• If you can have the food not give people a little food poisoning every week and actually have 

options for people who are vegetarian I'd be willing to pay more. 
• I support for pay for Aramark employees so that dining isn’t closed randomly and more options 

are open.  
• Terrible food quality, has made multiple people sick. Food poisoning, terrible pay for their 

workers. We have many restaurants, but half of them weren’t even operational or open past the 
hours of 7:00pm. Some of us have late classes/lab.  

• I cook all my own meals.  
• I have been looking forward to using the meal kit plan. You should make a meal plan that is just 

db and get rid of all these ones that are scams. Half the time I can’t get access to a place with a 
meal exchange, and when I can they will be out of the meal exchange options.  

• The college should not force students to buy meal plans, which are a bad deal even compared to 
eating in a restaurant.  In addition, the meal plans are entirely administered by a third-party 
corporation with a bad track record of scandals(Aramark). 

• Food is always astronomically expensive. 
• You change it so much I can't keep up.  
• Students already suffer from lack of food options, there is little availability for those with dietary 

restrictions, and due to the amount of students it is common to go to the cafeteria and find no 
food you can eat. Unless these problems are met with solutions  it is unfair to those who pay for 
this to raise the price  

• Seriously? You cannot even get all the current dining options open. Once again why pay more 
for less! 

• N/A 
• People should take out loans to eat  
• Do what you have to do to keep food on my plate 
• If prices for food increase the quality of it should too  
• None 



Page 213 of 258 
 

• Students (other than those required) will not purchase meals plans if they feel that they are able 
to obtain groceries for a cheaper rate  

• You should not be making it harder to get food. Should make it easier to get food. 
• Reasonable  
• Food is difficult to come by as a student. Why would you make it harder for broke college 

students?  
• I support raising the workers wages because I hear it is one of the worst places to work in 

Cullowhee and y’all struggle to hire people because of that. However, too many people get food 
poisoning in that place. I thought I was gonna shit myself to death when Comfort Corner was 
still in the hall. 

• I don’t have a meal plan 
• Food isn’t that good and I don’t want to spend more money on it 
• The dining food makes people sick to their stomach, it’s not worth the money now and it 

definitely won’t be if it becomes more expensive.  
• If we have to pay more to eat, put the money towards the stuff we can use. 
• the food is literally what prisoners eat in state facilities. get better food options before raising 

the price of this dog water 
• The food on campus is already hardly edible, increasing the price will just makes the already 

dreadful meals inaccessible to those who need it most.  
• I don't have a meal plan.  
• All food services are understaffed with underpaid workers being the reason for this causing poor 

food and lack of hours. I also find this unacceptable that the least expensive meal plan a resident 
can get is nearly $2,000 and supplies more meal swipes than are needed for the meals in a year, 
causing WCU to earn even more money. Also, during my year on campus during, I received raw 
food 3 times, got food poisoning once, and for almost a week at a time the same rotten fruit 
would be the only fruit available. 

• NOOOOO THE FOOD ALREADY SUCKS IM NOT PAYONG MORE 
• I don't use nor do I understand the meal plan options. For the sake of broke students, consider 

whether this is REALLY necessary. 
• I do not use this service. My first college experience was subsisting on boxed cereal and water 

(wink). 
• If the wage is increased for employees then I can support this decision.  
• Dining halls are inconsistent, employees are overworked and the same mediocre meals are 

rotated weekly. 
• I go back and forth on having a meal plan, but if the increase means better pay or more 

employees then maybe the food establishments can be open more often or later 
• The meal options are minimal and the food is barely of quality, not worth a price increase.  
• Unless the quality of the food and the wages of its employees is drastically raised this is 

unacceptable.  
• Half the time the food gives people food poisoning and if we cant even fully cook the food now 

how will an increase in money help that. That is poor and crappy work. 
• Even though the prices are ridiculous, I do understand this. I think that there should be cheaper 

options for commuters however 
• There is already limited options for meals, with it not being open enough in the first place, so 

paying even more for a meal plan that you can barely use unless you eat the same thing every 
day is ridiculous.  
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• This is a fairly large increase considering how the prices are already so high. Also, the removal of 
the meal plan from the Block 40 plan is a huge downside.  

• IF MEAL PLANS ARE GOING UP, MAKE SURE STUDENTS AREN'T GETTING FOOD POISONING 
FROM THE FOOD AND MAKE SURE FOOD INCLUDES OPTIONS FOR DIETARY RESTRICTIONS, 
SOMETHING THE UNIVERSITY DOES NOT DO WELL OF. 

• what is the point of increasing prices?  
• New changes seem good, but overall the meal plan system could still use some overhaul. It's 

very unfair for new students, and very limited for old students. 
• Not supportive of an increase on meal plan. 
• I don't like it but I get it.  Stuff costs more now.  
• I don't use meal plans 
• The commuter plans are still worth it but the unlimited basic and premium plans suck and are 

not worth the money as is 
• once again the meal plans is a huge cost factor to WCU students. WCU is suppose to be 

affordable but when we have to buy a $2,000+ meal plan it is not.  
• Very supportive of this increase to increase the wages of employees. Would also like to see 

more dining options. 
• If they're going to increase the price of meal plans, they need to provide more fresh fruit and 

vegetables. It is absurd how few healthy options there are sometimes. 
• No 
• will the food quality get better with this? probably not. Also, PJ needs their grease trap flushed. 

it should stop the drains from constantly backing up. 
• I am only supportive if the increase pays for higher wages for student workers. Most off campus 

jobs are paying $15 a hour. The University should set an example and pay students a living wage 
instead of exploiting them. Believe it or not, a vast majority of students work to pay bills, and 
their education costs, not just for "beer money." It's pathetic that campus restaurants have to 
reduce hours or close on certain days because of lack of workers. The University would rather 
close the restaurants than pay meaningful raises. 

• I think we need more options for residential students when it comes to meal plans, especially if 
the dining halls hours are always limited to 9 pm which is unreasonable for some schedules 

• I would like to see a smaller meal plan for commuters. I know a lot of people who rely on 
financial aid to pay for basic living needs, and it would be really nice to have an option of having 
a smaller amount allocated to a meal plan that could just help for the first few meals when 
getting back to campus.  

• I have no opinion but I have heard that the food on campus sucks and I know employees don't 
make nearly enough so I would like both of those things to no longer be true.  

• Yall food cafes suck 
• The food offered for any of the meal plans is not quality enough for an increase in price. The 

cleanliness is poor, and the quality is worse.  
• Considering the food issues on campus and the comment I left on the previous section, I think 

increasing the meal plans is an awful idea. 
• increase db amount.  
• These plans are already fairly expensive, but then again food is not getting any cheaper, so I 

understand for a need in increase. I just hope this also helps with paying the workers more as 
well.  

• Sometimes there isn't enough food to feed the students 
• This does not apply to me. 
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• Aramark is known for its food poisoning. This doesn't need to be long. I am not paying for food 
that is unhealthy and will kill me. 

• I understand the increase in price of food but we are college students and can’t afford it 
• No meal plan  
• It is horrible food. Not even all the restaurants are open. Ridiculous  
• I RATHER EAT A MRE! 
• Make the food better before you even begin thinking of increasing the rate we have to pay for 

it.  
• I do not use the services on campus 
• The food the school offers is shit. It tastes like shit, it's shit for your body, and it's shit for your 

brains. Why does a SCHOOL not provide foods that stimulate brain growth and gives the 
students the energy to live a healthy life. It's almost like you just wanna take as much money 
from the students cheap out on everything that they actually require and then blame inflation 
for the increase. Again cut your god damn salaries. Why does ron rash need 100,000 dollars to 
teach nine kids a semester. also, I read one foot in Eden, it was alright at best.  

• Meal Plans already feel like a scam, especially for someone like me who has a lot of food 
restrictions and needed to buy extra food while living on campus. So it would be frustrating for 
those who were in my position to have an increase. 

• This school is one of the most affordable in the state which is why many people come here, 
because they can afford it. Increasing these fees each year makes it harder and harder for 
students and their families to afford it and is causing myself, and other to struggle with paying 
for our education. It may seem like a small change, but it really is hard on students paying for 
school. The food served here is not even good food so if the prices do increase, then the quality 
of the food should also increase.  

• The quality and quantity of food has drastically decreased as prices continuously increase- this 
could've been fixed by now. Students are paying a lot of money for these meal plans and have 
no food to eat because the school refuses to pay any SEMBLANCE of a living wage. Do better.  

• I don’t use meal plan 
• Don’t increase fees.  
• I think all meal plans should be unlimited or have a minimum of 21 meals a week, cause food is a 

necessity. 14 meals a week is only 2 meals a day and with the amount of walking needed on 
campus that could be dangerous 

• Dining screwed us over a few years ago when they increased our food costs and lowered our 
meal plan quality (and the food quality) 

• I'm too broke to afford anything. 
• The more meal plans the better, and I know the staff are currently paid terribly. 
• Aramark has committed human rights violations, and their own data on that is misleading and 

contradicts that of anyone else that has reported on the topic. I don’t support any increase in 
meal plan rates unless Aramark is no longer involved in our campus community. 

• I do not have a meal plan and do not eat on campus  
• Quit trying to change prices. College is hard enough these days. 
• People have no choice but to eat and buy these meal plans don’t make it harder to purchase  
• I DONT HAVE A MEAL PLAN, I BUY MY OWN FOOD, DONT CHARGE ME FOR SOMETHING I DONT 

USE 
• If y’all gonna increase the prices then increase the hours and meet the standards of any other 

school in the country when it comes to meal service instead of the same three options in 
courtyard. 
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• The food here is awful and it’s not getting any better, even if you do charge us more. 
• For more food options, hourly wages need to be increased.  
• This fee increase should not fall on students, especially for new students required to purchase a 

meal plan. Food is necessary and meal plans are already overpriced considering the quality and 
safety of food delivered.  

• I can’t even comment on how ridiculous this is. Absolutely disgusting. And you don’t even pay 
your employees well :) 

• BROKE 
• I don't do meal plans 
• Why should I pay for a meal plan when I don't use it at all?  
• it doesn’t need to increase  
• we pay too much already 
• The plans already cost too much 
• As long as they make the working conditions better for the employees and are able to hire more 

people to work. 
• The food is terrible on campus and nothing is ever open and when it is it gives me diarrhea shits 

like no one’s business  
• We need more workers and no one wants to work for little money  
• The Meal plan is ALREADY WAYYY too expensive.  
• Get better food options and maybe. 
• Facilities are not functioning in a manner to support student life on campus when students have 

schedules that do not match up with times facilities are open.  
• we are served the same food every week and the options are not good. unless youre gonna 

have more options and better quality food do no raise the prices. its already ridiculous the price 
i am paying to starve after leaving the dining hall because the food isnt edible  

• Supportive only if we will see marked increases in student dining services employee wages. 
• Make it cheaper 
• I support this is more of the money from this increase goes towards student workers who are 

currently not making enough money to live on or truly be supported by. All student workers on 
campus need more monetary support but especially those in campus dining.  

• I'm only supportive if this increase means there will be more money added to what the students 
with meals plan receive throughout the year. 

• campus food is not the best and it needs to change  
• All meal plans are too expensive already, no one eats that much, and courtyard is dog shit. 
• Unless the quality and accessibility of food on campus improve, this increase is not justified. 
• Residents do not want to pay more for being required to eat on campus. 
• 0 food options  
• Why are these costs being passed onto students? 
• Increase the commuter plan allowance. The meal prices have increased on campus, but we have 

the same allotted amount of money. Which means we get less meals. Which means I get to eat 
less often in order to avoid using all of my DB 

• You better not be charging me for meal plans! 
 
Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 

• Distance student and do not have a meal plan 
• There is not food available at Biltmore Park  
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• pay your employees a living wage! 
• I've never utilized these services 
• My daughter attends WCU and every time she eats on campus she gets sick. She says the food is 

awful. I do not support an increase in this - please make improvements in this service!!! It is very 
expensive and then our children do not even use it because the food is so bad. I have also eaten 
here and I agree that the food is not good! 

• These do not apply to me.  
• Do not use meal plan 
• Food is already too highly priced because of the trapped market of campus 
• Not for biltmore park  
• I don't get a meal plan at Biltmore. 

 
Graduate Students 

Planning to Live on Campus Next Year 
• Get rid of Aramark and bring back the meal plan with almost $1000 in DB 

 
Planning to Commute Next Year 

• I am supportive of the increase if the service is better and the food offerings are better. There 
should not be an increase without a benefit for those who pay for the increase. 

• Western doesn't have nearly enough adequate options to propose this increase  
• Students should be eating fee considering the exorbitant costs for everything else their paying.  
• there are not enough workers on the campus to support the food options. therefore i believe 

increasing workers pay would be more beneficial  
• So many students suffer from food insecurity as it is. 
• I've only ever done the commuter DB $700 since I'm paying for it out of my own pocket 

regardless. 
• This does not affect me, however, there are no facilities at Biltmore campus 
• The university should be waiving people's salaries as a reason to increase prices. When you 

force people to live on campus it is your responsibility to provide affordable food. Dining 
workers should be paid fairly and their pay should not be contingent on raising prices. The 
university has the money to make these changes without burdening the students with extra 
financial pressure.  

• NA 
• Unacceptable. 
• How much would this increase employees' salaries? They deserve an increase. I'd support an 

increase for them, and not so much of the other things. 
• Again, it would be more humane to keep essential cost for daily necessities lower.  
• I will not be partaking in university meals and do not want to pay for others meals. 

 
Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 

• I am a student at Biltmore Park and don't have access to meal plans.  
• Biltmore Park students do not have access to dining hall services. It is unreasonable to raise the 

already unnecessary fees they pay for this. 
• Doesn’t affect me, so raise those prices.  
• Don’t have a meal plan  
• I don’t use the meal plan 



Page 218 of 258 
 

• N/A 
• Making food more expensive for students is not nice. 
• I'm not being charged these rates because I do not use the meal plan... unlike the other fees of 

other services I do not use. 
• N/a 
• I don't have a meal plan 
• I don't know enough about the quality of Western's meals to have an opinion about this. 
• Students are interested in healthier options at meals. 
• School fees are too high as is. 
• I do not eat on main campus so no opinion 
• No meal plan 
• I am at Biltmore Park. This does not apply to me. 

 
Any other feedback on WCU Tuition and Fees? 

Undergraduate Students 
Planning to Live on Campus Next Year 

• Out-of state students who live less than 5 hours away should be offered in-state tuition because 
of the relative distance to the school 

• Every year the tuition increases frivolously and it is pricing students like me out of this school.  
• Please don't increase the price of something that won't positively affect the students. I 

understand prices of everything are going up, but this should not be used as an excuse to 
unfairly increase the prices of things you don't need to. 

• Don't change the prices on anything. Keep everything as is or make it cheaper. There is no 
reason to increase the prices of anything if nothing is going to change in terms of quality or 
quantity depending on the subject. 

• Nothing should be increasing until the quality of these things improve.  
• What improvements are being made to warrant these price increases specifically in areas that 

need them, such as parking, outdated dorms, and the AC in the Killian building? 
• I cannot come to wcu without my financial aid covering all the tuition and fees. If my financial 

aid doesn't cover it and the out-of-pocket cost is too high for me, I will not be able to attend wcu 
anymore. The main reason I chose to come here was not only because it had what I was 
interested in but also because the cost to attend is not as much as other UNC schools and I can 
afford it better. But if the fees increase and the out-of-pocket cost is too high, I will not be able 
to afford to go here anymore. 

• I think some of these proposed fees are reasonable. I understand that inflation is causing 
problems, however, how is anyone supposed to afford this school with all of these price 
increases? The ones meant to cover inflation are more understandable, but some of the ones 
which fund optional activities should not be increased if the school is also going to be increasing 
all of its major costs. If all of these price increases go through, there should be more non-athletic 
scholarships available to help mitigate the costs for the average student. Otherwise, WCU will 
become just as expensive as the other schools in North Carolina. 

• If you are going to charge more, actually have food services open. You shouldn’t charge students 
for a certain amount of dining that is never open 

• Ask the government, not us. I mean damn we’re already broke and that’s where the money is 
coming from anyway. 
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• This Is ridiculous, I can barely afford the tuition right now as is and you want to increase the rate 
for this school, if this was another school maybe but not for this one. With all the money this 
school brings in y'all should lower it instead of raising it. I really can't with this school.   

• What we get isn’t worth the price 
• WCU prides it self on affordability, but as fees increase year after year, the main draw to WCU 

(affordability) is quickly disappearing and's quite frankly makes me want to explore the option of 
transferring.  

• Stop increasing the fees if stuff if you are not going to give us good reason. Why do we need to 
pay for a football players scooter or pay for Dining that is closed half the time 

• I agree that some things are more expensive these days, but some students do not use every 
service and would be unfair to charge more. Some of these increases are for things that are 
obligatory such as living 2 years in a residence hall or simply having a meal plan. We as students 
are affected by the increases because it makes it more difficult to pay for college. Paying 12,000 
every semester is difficult but by increasing a few things by a little bit, it makes it even more 
difficult. Would these fees be lowered if, and when the economy is in a better position and 
things go back to a normal price or would they remain at the same level forever? Because if it is 
the latter, the lower tuition price would be kind of useless and it would be the same to go to any 
college that overcharges for tuition. 

• A lot of people go to this school because of how affordable it is, and especially for how nice it is. 
All i can think about during this is how many people that are apart of the WCU family already 
might not being able to continue their journey here because of costs.  

• The overall increase in tuition and fees should not apply to upper classmen who do not live in 
the newest residence halls, etc. Although it is a wonderful resource, we should not be paying 
more for things we cannot even use. 

• More Scholarship money should be available for DIVERSE and out of state students, especially 
first generations and minorities and not just instate students. 

• It's frustrating from the students perspective that you are planning to charge us more with next 
to no increase in quality of life on campus. 

• There is little reason to raise the prices of tuition and fees. Many people already struggle to pay 
through ONE semester. Raising prices means raising stress.  

• The fees are so unnecessary  
• This is supposed to be a more affordable university to attend than other UNC system schools. 

There is a large population in first-generation college students, and if these increases happen, 
that population with drop. Find another way than taking money out of students and families. 
We already end up with so much debt out of college.  

• With the raise in prices of campus do you plan on also raising the amount of scholarship and 
grants to those who need them on campus as the rise in prices will also be affecting them? 

• I know there's a good chance that the people in charge have their mind made up on these 
increases and my feedback might not even be read, but I think it is unfortunate that WCU has 
been concerning itself with profit more than education and student satisfaction as of late. Even 
disregarding these fee increases, many students feel disillusioned about the fact that we are 
here merely so other people can profit off of us, and not because all the faculty at WCU are 
wholeheartedly committed to giving students a meaningful, accessible education. I can 
definitely say that my degree feels worthless when I consider that I am only given the 
opportunity to be here because someone who doesn't even know my name wants more money. 
Classes are overstuffed with students, more parking passes are handed out than there are 



Page 220 of 258 
 

available spots, and though there is a lot of student unrest it seems like no one hears us. 
-Heather Pratt 

• Wcu hasn’t changed their ways. They will always send profits to the board and chancellor before 
ever caring about what the students say. It’s honestly sad at this point. Wcu is almost maxed out 
in size (there’s no more land to expand to! unless you want to steal more from native 
Americans) and yet admin is still pushing for bigger and bigger class sizes every year.  
 
Here is everything that is increasing: class sizes, prices, profits for the board, and suicide rates.  
 
Here is everything that is decreasing; school appeal, students mental health, wallet size, parking 
availability, mental health support (1 counselor per 2,000 students is down right atrocious), care 
for students, care for student employees, good professors, and the will to live.  
 
Wcu is so good profit driven it’s not even funny anymore. The only reason the students get 
anything new or improved is because someone kindly donated to the school. No reinvestment is 
made to make student life better yet we are the ones paying for a decrease in a quality of life. 
This isn’t just about a college experience. We live here and are being told to pay more for even 
less. When the wcu board of directors and chancellor stop make ALMOST HALF A MILLION 
DOLLARS A YEAR I might finally see a point in a increase. But these increases are only to support 
the wallets of people who don’t care 
 
Kelly Brown can’t even sit through a entire diversity meeting because she got bored. Yet she 
gets paid somewhere around $450,000 a year to stand there and tell us that she supports us. 
She doesn’t even know what ra’s do yet they’re some of the biggest faces of campus.  
 
I know inflation has caused prices to rise. But shouldn’t those who work for a state ran 
university, which should be a nonprofit, not be millionaires?  
 
Wcu needs to reevaluate their money and stop charging students for increases that also don’t 
exist. We pay a fee every semester to continue to pay off the university center. The building is 
over 50 years old and we are still paying for it as students. That’s over 10 million dollars for a 
building that maybe cost 1 million.  
 
Wcu has its perks. Non of which are because of the prices, board, chancellor, sga. Or anyone 
who has any bit of control of the money.   

• Pay student workers a living wage- the highest paid people on campus can take a bit of a budget 
cut in order to help keep your students alive.  

• The constant raising of prices and plummeting of quality is part of why I'm transferring.  
• Why raise the price on everything for college students  
• Don’t in crease any fees unless you can provide better parking and AC in all buildings 
• I am paying a stupid amount of money to live in sub-par conditions and you expect me to be 

entirely content with your raising the price of this god forsaken mountain experience? No. 
• Why 
• Residency rule is awful, what a cash grab 
• Certain fees I see on my bill are things I don't even use or intent to and yet I feel like I'm forced 

to pay for others, if any of us students feel this way can we reach out and have that one thing 
taken of? 
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• I strive to succeed in life and going to WCU is how I will do this. Increasing the fees will make it 
practically impossible to continue.  

• As an out-of-state student, I have to live on campus. With all of these increases, I might have to 
transfer back home. I know the school is in debt. Oh no! The humanity! I hope you got my 
sarcasm. Whoop-dee-doo. Disney is in debt too and you only see them increasing prices because 
Bob Chapek is a dick. Kelli, don't be Chapek. I want to be here. I do not want to be in debt for 
the rest of my life.  

• I don’t think it’s right that you have increased what we pay every year. Living conditions are 
horrible, and the food is not excellent. I pay almost 20 thousand dollars a year just for the 
people on top to get rich! I do not approve, and transferring colleges is now something I will be 
looking into.  

• I am a undergrad student that comes from a low income family that struggles to pay what I have 
to to come to school but with prices increasing I could have to drop out. 

• Make housing bit cheaper and make other things more expensive i guess. 
• I feel as If I pay a lot of money to go to this school and while it does offer a great deal I feel as if 

a lot of the fees are very unnecessary. Especially the ones catered to other students, like the 
athletic fee because I am in no way shape or form associated with the athletic department but 
still pay a fee just so they can have state of the art equipment but when I don't even get a 
parking spot unless I go all the way to the parking garage and walk back to my dorm in the 
freezing cold and pitch black dark because I waited on the cat-Tran for over 20mins and I was 
scared to death that I was going to get attacked in the dark because this campus has had over 20 
sexual assaults and rapes just since the semester started I do not like the fact that I would have 
to pay MORE money for no change.  

• It is unfair to raise fees especially when not all student use accommodations and if you do raise 
room fees then do something to make living on campus better such as putting in ac  

• I am an out of state student who has to pay hundreds just to visit home. I don’t have the money 
for these increases. Find a way to deal with your retention rate rather than charge the students 
who are attending. Inflation is affecting all of us and I am not giving this school (a multi million 
institution) more money when I am barely making ends meet. I work hard and maintain a 4.0 as 
an engineering student, and I have enough stress without worrying about where YOUR money 
will come from. Find donors. These charges are starting to look like my time to transfer. 
Sincerely, a pissed off student.  

• Maybe instead of raising prices, we lower them maybe if school is cheaper the school might see 
an increase in enrollment making up the diffrence.  

• most of us chose western because it is the most affordable option. please don’t rise it  
• Perhaps you should try to get grants and State support. The cost of going to school here is hard 

for me to achieve 
• I love this college but truthfully they're asking for too much. It's just not worth it to spend all 

that money especially if you don't use a lot of the resources that are already offered. 
• How do you reason fighting inflation with inflation? Do yall not feel bad for trying to scam and 

over charge already broke and stressed college students. Do better Kelly. 
• It is unbelievable that you want to charge me more and more when you don't even explain why 

you are doing so and don't care to tell you students the reasoning when we ask. I guess my 
parents are right for this saying "WCU stands for We Charge U."  

• A majority of students attend WCU for the low costs. College is already expensive and 
implementing these fees will make people drop out, not come here, and worsen their mental 
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health. I chose WCU because of how affordable it was in comparison to others. I will not be able 
to attend with higher rates even if I want to get my degree from WCU. 

• I really hope that you take into account of our feedback as students. As someone who is out-of-
state, a huge reason I chose WCU is because of how affordable it is. I know many other people 
who feel the same way. If you continue to raise our fees (as you have in the past), then WCU will 
begin to lose its attractiveness to students like me who are mainly here for how affordable it is.  

• Overall more money needs to go into making the campus more accessible. Too many handicap 
door buttons are poorly placed and/or don’t work. Accessible pathways in and out of buildings 
are often blocked or located in inconvenient places. Ramps to many of the older dorms are 
either non-existent or beyond steep! making some of them entirely inaccessible to Wheelchair 
users. It would also be really cool if there was a dedicated cat Tran that was more disability 
friendly, maybe partnering with the OAR to provide transportation for students with mobility 
issues or even I know some campuses use golf carts!   

• I am a first generation student without means to afford an expensive institution. You are going 
to lose a good amount of students if you continue to increase tuition, since they won’t be able 
to afford it.  

• If we don't go to a game or partake in activities and such, we should be able to get a refund 
since we didn't use those services that we were charged for. 

• WCU is known for being a beautiful, affordable campus. Students come here to avoid being in 
debt for many years to come. You should want to help them with this by keeping fees and 
tuition at the lowest possible cost. 

• I believe that it is ok for some price raised, but I also think that instead of having mandatory fees 
for a lot of things that are not used by everyone to just take those mandatory fees out and make 
the individuals pay out of pocket. Student athletic fees make it like a season pass at a discounted 
rate instead of everyone paying even if they do not go, it is a waste of money for the students 
and their parents just to have something you use go to waste.  

• Where inflation comes in for needed commodities like housing, meal plans, and the Cat Trans an 
increase can somewhat be expected. Not wanted, but expected. However, unnecessary 
activities and fees that are not needed for education students should not be made to pay a fee 
to attend college.  

• One thing I looked into when I was still in high school was WCUs price. I thought that wcu’s price 
was already reasonable and it really was a turning point to get me to come to this university. If 
the prices increase some students might turn a blind eye when they find out they have to pay 
$410 just for parking. All this to say I feel like WCUs prices are  too important to all current and 
future students that plan to attend the university. Therefore there should be no change to the 
current amount of payment to be instilled in this university.  

• If you need to increase pricing please wait until the following academic year because students 
take rising costs into account when applying for aid. If you wait until the 2023-2024 year, people 
can apply for more aid and not be stuck with stupid fees that they didn’t plan for.  

• DONT DO IT 
• Stop don’t do this 
• No reason to increase fees when nothing is being improved and very little goes into the 

provided services. 
• Could you please consider a meal plan for vegetarians? Plant-based meals generally cost far less 

to make, but I still have to pay for the burgers and chicken that I don't eat. 
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• Most of these ideas have some good in them, but the effect it would be on students and thuer 
wallets would in the end be devastating. Many of use don't eat because food is already 
expensive. Trying to make us pay for even more would crush many students here. 

• Stop increasing my fees you greedy bastards I'm already paying enough 
• This school is supposed to be apart of the NC promise but does not reflect it. When I transfered 

here it was because the cost was less and I liked the program. The school I was at previously 
costs me less than what I'm paying now and it was a top nc system university 

• This school is not worth the money we are paying for right now so there is absolutely no 
possible way we should be forced to pay this increase in fees. 

• The people who actually make these decisions will continue to pursue money to the immediate 
and direct detriment of me and every other student of Western Carolina University. I am aware 
that I am screaming into the void, unheard by the blissfully ignorant Board of Governors who 
care less for the UC student body than they do for what they leave in the toilet bowl. I just want 
someone to get the word to those decision-makers that God knows how greedy they are, and 
there will be recompense one day. 

• Some of these increase are unfounded and, to be quite honest, upsetting. For a school that 
claims to be affordable and accommodating, these proposals suggest otherwise. Perhaps sit 
down with the majority of your students and get their opinion, you know, the people actually 
paying.  

• I mean this in the most respectful way possible but college is already so expensive, especially for 
someone who's self and family do not come from a line of money. My additional feedback is 
that if we are going to be paying all of this extra cash, at least make the dining hall food to 
where it doesn't give us diarrhea. Don't get me wrong, it's delicious but I don't know what is in 
that food but there are TONS of people on this campus that have not stopped having diarrhea 
since the day they got here.  

• Parking should be reduced based on the scarcity of parking spots at times. The athletic fee 
should not change at all, I’ve already gotten run into by 3 football players on scooters after that 
8 dollar increase for the scooters.  

• The price of education is priceless and Western Carolina makes obtaining a degree affordable 
for many. With that being said, students are still paying to be here and should have access to 
nice amenities. Not only having certain chain restaurants open (WhichWich has been closed the 
majority of the year along with Einstein Bros.), students arriving late to class because the 
university does not provide an adequate number of parking spots, or having a gym run on 
limited hours. Many people like to workout at night but with the gym closing at 10, some people 
have to cut their workouts short. It is understandable if the university does not want students in 
the gym working through the night, but there are plenty of people in Jackson county that would 
take on the job. The university does a great job at many things but there are also plenty of 
things that could be worked on  to benefit both the students and university. 

• This university already makes a ton of money off the students. Maybe instead of taking even 
more, you cut the wages on some of your administration staff. 

• Do not be stupid. Respectfully. 
• A big draw to WCU is the low tuition rates. If you keep raising the fees people are not going to 

be able to afford to attend. The whole point of the NC promise tuition rate is to make it more 
affordable.  

• It is already almost 20k a year! 
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• you just had a massive increase in students and you expect to take in more for the next year. 
make sure they stay here. Try to increase your quality of life as much as you can with the extra 
cash boost. 

• KEEP COSTS DOWN! WE ARE ALREADY GETTING RIPPED OFF ENOUGH! 
• Obviously I do not like paying more, but financial obligations must be met to keep the college 

running, so its understandable if fees slightly increase. 
I seem to remember reading somewhere that cost of attendance won't increase once you are 
locked in at the rate you started at, but perhaps I am misremembering that as I have not been 
able to find it anywhere. 

• They’re already up charging for everything bc of the NC promise  
• Some of us are paying for our own college, make it affordable not all of us have parent money!!! 
• Stop charging us so much for your fucking problems. You're a federally funded university, get 

yourself together and stop extorting your students for everything they're worth, or at the very 
least don't hold your students in the same regard that you would a credit card or a wallet. 

• I came to this school because it was the most inexpensive. If these get pushed through I suppose 
I should reconsider.  

• WCU charges an exorbitant amount of fees.  I've never seen so many fees for everything.  The 
students are already absorbing the costs of construction and many other new fees.  If WCU 
continues down this path, students are going to begin to look elsewhere.  I can barely pay the 
tuition as it is so if it continues to increase, I am concerned that I may not be able to afford it. 

• I chose this school for its affordable price, and its promise to NOT raise their fees. I am trying to 
graduate debt-free, something that is difficult to do if the tuition and fees are raised each year.  

• DO BETTER AND STOP SCREWING OVER YOUR STUDENTS!  
• Most students choose Western because of its affordability. The recession is hitting all of us hard. 

I personally have been looking to switch online because I am struggling to afford tuition here 
now. My parents are both looking for second jobs. Financial aid only helps so much. Increasing 
prices will severely hurt some students. Everyone comes from different financial backgrounds, 
but I predict a majority of students and families will find this price increase to be harmful. We 
already take out so much in student loans, and the cost of college is just starting to become not 
worth it. Make your school stand out by offering low tuition and fees. For some students, this is 
their best option.  

• STOP INCREASING COSTS! 
• I heard somewhere that tuition was being raised to combat "Inflation issues" when in reality it's 

that we accepted too many people who are not college ready. This proposal seems more like a 
counter-balance act prepping for failure than a genuine attempt to improve the university. 

• You should be ashamed of yourselves. This school is promised as a cheap place for 
underprivileged people to get an education. Sure the tuition is cheap, but you more than 
makeup for it in other ways. I've done the math, you are barely less expensive than App state 
and yet you are worth less than a fourth of them. The opportunities, support, and genuine 
feedback that their decision makers get and give from actually being on the campus almost 
every day are worth more than you're fucking nc promise.  

• You CAN'T say we're a small campus with a tight-knit community if you can't provide for your 
students. This includes the dining problems and parking problems. These are basic needs of your 
students aside from classes and housing and you should be able to at minimum provide these 
without students struggling to get them. If increasing costs helps, great. But that means you 
ACTUALLY  have to FIX the problem rather than just say you will or put a bandaid over it. You are 
a school. Not a politician. Own your word and provide for the students you already have. Stop 



Page 225 of 258 
 

trying to grow. We came here because wcu is a small campus but it feels like the school is trying 
to fight that rather than embrace it. Don't take away the reason your students came here and in 
turn make the experience worse. Wcu has a lot to offer but it's hard to see that when you're 
deciding if you're eating lunch that day because lines for everything are 30 minutes long and you 
have classes and homework. 

• Prices should stay the same or decrease. There’s a handful of students that chose to attend 
WCU because of its cheaper tuition and fees when compared to other schools. Increasing these 
prices may help other things, but not the students who are not financially stable  

• A lot of people come to this school because of the price it offers so raising the price on us is an 
incredibly awful thing to do. I know that I and many other students are considering transferring 
over this.  

• If my school were functioning well, and explained exactly what each fee would go towards and 
the reason for this increase, perhaps I wouldn’t be so against the increased costs. I’m already 
disappointed in the amount that I get for the money I put into this school. Maybe I would have 
more school pride if I actually enjoyed being here on a campus I felt gave me back the resources 
and time I put into it. However, seeing as how poorly maintained this school is, I don’t even 
know if someone will be reading this response. If you are though, please take into consideration 
all that I’ve said. 

• Before you try increasing prices on things that already barely function consider whether or not 
you want students to stay. Many of my fellow students are already on the edge of dropping out. 
This is because our dorms are bug infested, leaking, and broken. This is because at the beginning 
of the year we had to come at certain times or else there wasn’t enough food. FIX IT BEFORE 
CHARGING MORE.  

• as a student with very little money, these increases look a little grim. the probability of owing up 
to several hundred dollars more each semester isn’t great. i chose this school for a good 
program at an affordable price, but now i may need to expect more student loans and more 
debt after graduation because of increases. not the greatest.  

• We are broke students trying to keep on going and do our best. Please do not make it more 
difficult  

• Stop harassing me. Make me feel welcome and we won’t have a problem .  
• It seems like most increases are due to inflation which can't be helped. I think I'm more willing 

to pay for student services than parking passes, residential living, and meal plans. Nothing 
seems to be benefiting us with this increase in costs. It will also be harder for us to keep paying 
tuition and fees if working wages don't increase with it. I can't just keep paying a higher fee 
every year no matter how small the increase is. 

• I think we should look into what areas we can move around funding and see what happens. 
Upperclassmen (juniors/seniors) are being pushed aside for the incoming freshmen leaving 
fewer meal plan options, parking, housing, etc. We are not calculating the effects of this since 
we just saw 1,900 ish freshmen come in yet our dining is overloaded, less parking, etc. Also, 
student workers have not seen fair wages increase since everything is rising yet we still expect 
them to meet the increase in cost. We should also look into how the increase in fees will help 
student workers, especially since the start of the union. Not including their gas, groceries, bills, 
etc. that doesn't fall into WCUs cost. Many students like myself end up working most of their 
school careers with 2-3 jobs just to afford it here and fees keep rising. I understand we want 
WCU to be its best but we have to account for what we already have and how it will affect our 
students. We are cutting funding for certain jobs, departments, etc yet raising fees.  
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• The parking situation is awfulâ€” why should commuters ever have to pay $320+ to park SO 
EXTREMELY FAR AWAY from any of the buildings we have classes in? And then you’re trying to 
make us pay even MORE for the cat trans? Its blatant how LITTLE you care for your student 
body, especially commuters.  

• 10 bucks for leaving my keys in my room. Like really ten bucks to open the door that’s should be 
free 

• I understand having to meet the cost of everything going up, but is there another way to go 
about it. It is not fair to the students to have to pay more for certain things that will not be 
beneficial to them. Anyways, I suggest not doing it :) 

• It seems like the price is only going up due to the bc promise. The campus is made up of random 
chargers to make up for that charge. When I know many students on campus are fine with 
keeping everything the same if that meant the same prices  

• We are all broke college students please keep this place relatively cheap. 
• Do not raise 
• Add more parking. And I don’t mean a gravel lot a mile down that the bus doesn’t go to half the 

time. I mean something closer to the damn school. A 400$ parking pass is only as useful as its 
actually parking space. Assign parking spaces if you have to god damn it. 

• as a poor student with a lot of student loans, these increases are looking pretty grim. i chose this 
school for its good program and more affordable living costs. these increases will seriously add 
up for me. consider your poorer students when increasing many of your fees.  

 
Planning to Commute Next Year 

• The tuition is fairly priced. Although the fees are too high and do not apply to some students.  
• I should not have to pay for things that I do not use. Give options to opt out of fees that aren’t 

useful for all students (i.e. CRC, athletic fees) 
• Improve your budgeting rather than accumulating more money from students to create little 

meaningful change.  
• I support the NC promise, i don’t support increasing the athletic fee and providing for others 

scholarships, transportation, and living when others can’t afford it themselves. 
• Increasing the fees hurts the students who came to WCU for the NC Promise. Students like 

myself. Prospective students should be aware of how expensive fees are on this campus even 
with the tuition. 

• I won't be at school next year 
• Take the attention away from the football team and take care of the general body  
• Why are we being charged for all of these things that we don’t use? I know it sounds good in 

theory, but most students don’t most things that are included in their tuition so it is a waste of 
our money. It would be more efficient to charge when someone needs something  

• We need to support the band more. They need new uniforms and help to fund a trip to Ireland. 
• Any tuition and fees increase should be avoided to keep academic involvement  available for all 

kinds of students. 
• No need  for a raise in some prices 
• For low-income students. Affording college to start with is difficult. Instead of looking to 

increase profit how about, we work towards helping the designed customers or students by 
using the fee income more efficiently?  

• Don’t increase anything I came here because it is reasonably cheap for a college 
• Soon the consistent increase of fees will reduce the appeal of WCU being a NC promise school. 

Students are not happy. 
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• I am a talented musician and believe merit scholarships should be more available for people like 
myself in the school of music. 

• I’m baffled at the proposal of such increases when nothing is being given back in return. I pay 
money to go here and that amount continues to increase and yet we’re not even given 
adequate parking or food options. The dorms are outdated especially for the prices you’re 
making people pay, on top of being dirty and having so many issues. Do better before you start 
trying to raise prices like you ate. 

• quit raises the fees on everything  
• The school is a promise school, should keep fees the same despite the increase of expenses. The 

only way I’m willing to pay more if if commuters have better parking.  
• A more detailed explanation regarding each fee would be more appreciated. People prefer to 

know what exactly it is that they're paying for. "Inflationary" increases in fees is not explanatory 
enough since many know now a days that a lot of inflation is just corporate greed and a refusal 
to take on any costs that might reduce profits.  

• The health insurance plan requirement pretty much doubles my tuition. It's too much. 
• If fees are to increase the amount of need based scholarships distributed and offered by the 

school needs to increase. Many students attend this university due to its low tuition, and it is all 
they can afford. I am one of those people. Disbursing more funds would help students who want 
to attend school without the large financial weight.  

• Stop advertising 500 in tuition when fees are 3x as much. Be honest and upfront instead of 
hiding behind technicalities 

• love how western robs students in anyway possible  
• The whole tuition and fees process needs serious reevaluation and change. Overcharging 

everyone for isolated activities is laughable. The food price shouldn't increase as the quality of 
the food decreases. Parking is abysmal, and the fees are outrageous. Why is the school 
pretending it doesn't have the money for all this? 

• Do not raise the prices. no one will want to come here 
• These surveys are completely useless, I understand that. I have been taking them every year for 

the past three years and they do nothing to change the way you charge us. Honestly, every 
survey could rage against the fees, but you're still going to do what you want. College is 
expensive, many people go into debt that they won't pay off for years into their professional life. 
Why do you want to make that worse? We can't opt out of these fees. It is hard enough to 
afford rent, food, gas, and university expenses (such as textbooks and materials) let alone when 
the prices are rising due to inflation. Support your students here--stop raising the fees. 

• Some people already have to scrape to be able to come here. Raising the prices is only 
decreasing the amount of people able to afford college here. Quit raising the prices.  

• I cannot stress this enough, school is EXPENSIVE! The NC Promise $500 tuition is extremely 
misinformed to incoming students. Prorated prices on ridiculous fees (athletic fees, technology 
fees, greek life... etc) make up for the "500 dollar" tuition. As a student who will be drowning in 
debt post-graduation, make an effort to alert students that NC Promise IS NOT a cheaper 
alternative to other NC colleges and universities.  

• I appreciate the cost of tuition here but I wish there were options for the student on what out 
fees consider especially for commuter students because most of us stay off campus unless 
necessary especially after the Covid fiasco.  

• I believe students should have the choice if they should pay for certain fees.  
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• I will be graduating in December, but returning immediately for Graduate school. I love it here 
and I want to continue to see WCU as a school that invites underprivileged students into this 
valley. 

• I think they need more resources for people that need help with the costs of tuition and fees, to 
begin with, and it's ridiculous. potentially might have to drop out  

• Don't make college so expensive. You will lose students. 
• Before raising the tuition so much, think about people who are already struggling to afford 

college now. Having to work and manage academics at the same time it’s quite a burden to 
have. Only increase what is primordial for significant change.  

• Make fees like health and wellness and athletics waivable so students not interested can avoid 
needing more financial aide. 

• Many students choose WCU because it is one of the most inexpensive colleges in the state. 
Increasing the fees and tuition will hurt a lot of students, and put extra stress on their families. 
We are going into debt for this education as is. 

• STOP INCREASING OUR SPORTS FUNDING! The scooters are an affront to those paying the fees 
• NO increase on Athletic Fees. 
• We need people to push more education for all and I’m not sure who better than a university 

helping pave the path in affordable education. Education should not be red-taped by finances. 
Debt is crushing the average American millennial and soon to be Gen Z as well. $500/semester 
tuition is a start but we all need to push towards education for all. A more educated society is a 
more productive one.  

• Just too many things we are paying for that a lot of people don't necessarily use every day. 
• The statement of "inflationary pressures" has been reoccurring throughout this survey. But what 

about the students? Inflation affects us too, but are we supposed to pay more? This makes no 
sense to me. I understand that the university needs funding to function, but the students 
shouldn't be asked to put forth more money. Some students aren't able to afford the education 
they are currently receiving now. These changes make education even more inaccessible.   

• Keep the book rental program and do not get rid of it. Western has the best book rental 
program of any college I’ve been to, and I would absolutely hate to see that as a resource 
disappear. 

• PAY YOUR STUDENTS WORKERS MORE. campus CANNOT FUNCTION without us. it is ridiculous 
that we are having to unionize as college students. strikes will collapse all campus function. 

• The college's raising of fees goes against the spirit of the NC Promise program to make college 
affordable to all.  The NC Promise program froze tuition at a low rate, so the college started 
raising fees on us. 

• not supportive at all with the increase of fees & tuitions.  
• SCAM 
• I came off pretty angry in all of my responses. But I beg of you to listen to them and stop making 

things harder in a hard time. Students are trying to better themselves, and with things getting as 
bad as they are, you should not be increasing incentives to drop out for any student struggling 
financially. I say all of this as someone whose parents mark them as a dependent does not get 
financial aid and lost 40lbs last year because I didn’t have enough money to get food. This year I 
donated food to charity because when I finally got money after being hungry for so long I 
bought so many preservatives in fear of being hungry again. My roommate works a part time 
manual labor job to pay their rent and they have financial aid they have been set back 1 year in 
graduating because of mental health. WCU is harming its students. 
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• A lot of people come to Western for the cheaper prices, upping the price is going to lose 
perspective students and students already enrolled. 

• Stop over charging students for things that we dont even use because the schol doesnt know 
how to properly handle the growth in student population. Get better food options and more 
food options so we dont have to wait 40 minutes for chicken nuggets and a  fountain drink. 

• As a "non-profit" organization, WCU should stop profiting off of its students which many are 
struggling financially and mentally. 

• Yea its already expensive, leave my wallet alone. 
• There’s a rumor going around that there’s going to be a few of some sorts for those who don’t 

live on campus, is this true?  
• Some of these fees seem redundant and unnecessary. I am a commuter student trying to make 

ends meet to continue going to WCU.  
• In general if prices are increased so should the wages of the employees. Inflation also affects 

employees and if the money only goes to the school and not to its staff that is ridiculous. They 
are affected by inflation and rising costs as well.  

• so many students at the school came to the school because it was affordable. The leadership of 
the school shows every single day that they do not care that this is the reason why so many 
students are at the school. The school lose students if they keep increasing fees like this. It is 
ridiculous. 

• You should really remove 500$ tuition because it's very misleading when you really gain all of 
that money back from random fees and increases like these 

• Before considering raising the prices, consider listening to your students and their concerns 
which include but are not limited too dining options, parking, residential hall availability and 
many more. 

• Why are grad student rates rising so much? It feels like grad students are getting especially 
shafted during these rates. 

• I dont believe it is fair to the students that attend WCU. I came here because it's affordable, but 
I understand the cost of living has increased. I don't think it's fair, especially to individuals from 
poor backgrounds.  

• Always remember that historically this school has always been about affordability and 
accessibility for the everyman. Don't loose sight of that, please. The day we as an institution 
become unavailable for every person that has the willpower and drive for an education, is the 
day WCU as an institution has failed. 

• I don't see a reason to increase more of our tuition, because most of the things that are being 
increasing isn't helping students, it will only hurt student.  

• Please, please I beg you pay student workers what they deserve 
• Please lower/get rid of the athletic fee :( 
• I wish that health services did not charge us every time we need medical attention. What is the 

point of paying a health services fee as a part of our tuition if we are charged each time we 
access those services? It makes me not want to seek medical care when I need it.  

• Increase parking on this campus. Parking is inadequate and pathetic. Pedestrian safety needs to 
be a major consideration. I almost got ran over twice this semester. At one point I literally had 
to jump out of the way to avoid being killed. There needs to be pedestrian cross lights at the 
commuter lots. It's dangerous to cross the road on this campus.  

• While increases will have to accrue to keep up with the declining economy I would like to say 
that one of the traits that makes Western western is that it is cost friendly to students. It allows 
some students they may not be able to go to a university without the lower costs that WCU 
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provides. With that being said I do not want WCU to lose one of the things that makes it so great 
and special to many students!  

• More students than not choose Western because it is affordable. The price of a college degree is 
endlessly increasing and becoming more unattainable for so many people. The last thing people 
need is for the staple affordable school to become more expensive.   

• This is one of the cheapest schools for in-state residents it is the reason many people go here. 
The increase in these fees is going to make it so people are going to have to drop out do to not 
being able to pay all these added fees. 

• Stop raising the prices college is already unaffordable but when you add into the fact that you 
raise prices every year it can be the reason that some cant go to college because of the rising 
cost. 

• I would like to be more informed as to where all of this new money (if the proposed happens) 
will be going.  

• Stop trying to increase your profit margins. We're trying to get an education and you won't even 
pay your faculty and staff what they deserve. I hope someone reads this because it's ridiculous. 
Someone has to do something about this stupidity.  

• I think that inflation is an issue, but one that the college could handle by cutting out expenses 
such as implementing more solar panels and going green more. However, if the food staff are 
getting pay raises and the housekeepers and custodians then I am in support of those changes. 
However, I am firmly against student athletes being given even more funding.  

• Thank you for all that you do! There’s is a lot we can improve but you do such a wonderful job as 
well! :) 

• Make these charges fair and or it money to good use, a lot if kids can barely afford college and 
live on their own so make the most out of what you charge us 

• I implore you to not raise fees or tuition because a lot of your students are already struggling 
financially and cannot afford to attend the school they love if it goes up any more. I understand 
that some things are necessary but raising tuition will block a lot of low income families out and 
anger parents.  

• The reasoning for why the tuition and fees is increasing feels like a scam, and if the NC promise 
changes, it will permanently mess with so many students. 

• Stop trying to make college more financially harder. 
• While prices are increasing, salaries are not. I understand your needs but you must also 

understand your students. They are not being compensated for these increases so some may 
not be able to afford these increase.  

• College is expensive already at this point a degree ain’t worth it, thank so much @wcu.  
• For that athletic fee PLEASE support other all the other students I am not a student athlete but I 

have numerous people around me that are and I see the hard work they put in and they deserve 
a decent facilities  

• STOP chargeing these kids for stuff they dont use. I'm already broke, and parking operations has 
continued to scam people out of money, and everyone caught on to it like 3 years ago. Wcu has 
scammed all of the students out of some sort of money, and everyone is aware of the tactics 
used to make the kids spend money, and then somehow make it our fault and take the money. 
Cant find a parking spot at the house you live at? Sorry, no tow truck, and if you park 
somewhere else, we will tow your only means of transportation using a shitty company that will 
damage your car. Wcu has beena cash grab ever since I moved here. Glad to know that the NC 
promise is bullshit, and that my kids will never go to this school in the future. 
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• We are broke and can already not afford school and life as it is so STOP MAKING US PAY EXTRA 
FEES I do not participate in any sporting events nor do I care too watch them same with student 
activities and parking  

• Any increase in fees prohibits participaron in higher education by economically disadvantaged 
students. As an adult returning student, and a longtime tax payer in NC, I believe the reduced 
tuition at WCU is a wonderful thing. The reduced tuition program should be extended and made 
available to undocumented students across the UNC system. Increases to the cost of higher 
education should be avoided system wide.  

• Make tuition cheaper 
• I understand the college needs to raise the price of fees in order to compensate for other 

financial reasons but they also need to change the current issues on campus before requesting 
more money.  

• I just do not want to pay all of these extra fees and not see anything come out of it. 
• WCU is known for being an affordable school where one can receive a good education. Let's 

keep it that way (affordable.) 
• Be more upfront about your fees that really make up the â€œ tuition â€œ of a WCU  student. 

It’s still cheap but not 500 dollars 
• Many fees being charged to students, especially those who commute, are going towards things 

those students are not benefiting from. Considering that WCU does receive federal funding, this 
funding and students' tuition need to be used appropriately so as to benefit all students. If an 
item is not one that benefits all students, than only shareholders should be forced to fund the 
item. 

• I believe that boardering states should receive instate tuition and that more financial aid should 
be offered to student. I have a 4.0 GPA and do not receive any academic money. I am having to 
pay in full to attend WCU 

 
Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 

• I really appreciated the opportunity to rent books for the ABSN program. It's a tremendous help 
financially.  

• Potential help for distance students for graduate school. Not sure where to get funding if there 
is any to help pay for the increased cost of graduate school compared to undergraduate. 

• I think that the fees and tuition that is offered at WCU is what makes gaining a college degree 
actually obtainable and gives the ability to an adult learner as myself to go back and get a 
degree later in life. WCU is known as a top notch school and not a lower quality online school as 
others, where the tuition and fees are set make this possible for someone who is a professional 
and trying to pay for college as well as other expenses later in life.  

• I truly appreciate the NC Promise program. This program has allowed me to seek my Bachelor's 
degree in an affordable manner. Without this program, I would not have been financially able to 
afford college. 

• I do not understand why there is such a large difference in fees for resident or non-resident 
students that are distance learners. Is there not a way for the prices to match since there is no 
difference between in-state and out-of-state distance learners that never come to campus for 
classed? If there is no way to make the prices the same for the same services, is there a place 
where some sort of explanation is *clearly* listed for the differences in costs? I understand is 
that the biggest difference is out-of-state students and their families have not paid taxes that 
may contribute to the school's funds received, but particularly for distance learners that are 
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getting the exact same services online and missing out on other aspects of on-campus life, it 
does not make sense to me for there to be such a large disparity between the two.  

• yikes. 
• Let students choose which fees they pay to have access to, either in the beginning of the year 

and/or as they choose to do activities. We already pay for so much in tuition and life expenses 
outside of college. Don't make the students pay for things they don't use. It just makes life more 
frustrating and stressful for students which interrupts study.  

• Students who study only at biltmore park should have reduced fee burden. It makes no sense to 
charge me for these services when i do not benefit at all 

• It is unfair that Biltmore Park students pay the same fees without equitable access to services.  
 
Planning to Take Classes Online Next Year 

• No increase. It puts students further in debt  
• The current cost for me to attend college as an adult and parent while still working full time is 

very doable. I hope to continue even after I graduate. 
• I chose to apply and attend WCU based on the ability to pay out of pocket. I hope tuition stays 

the same.  
• I moved to NC in 2019 for the sole purpose to go to college as much debt free as possible. 

Hearing of a possible Tuition increase would be disappointing as I moved 1,400 miles away from 
everything I had known to attend school to hope to graduate with little to no debt. WCU made 
this possible so far with their Tuition promise. I understand the consideration in fees and tuition 
being raised as everything in general is rising in price but it would be very appreciated for those 
who are First generation students like myself who have to pay themselves & way through 
college and I personally would hope to see WCU stick to their NC tuition promise. 

• I feel like tuition should stay the same across the board. I feel this because lower tuition makes it 
possible for more people to attend the college and take classes. With inflation going on it’s 
become harder and harder for people to even think about attending college.  

• Please keep fees affordable. It is the #1 reason I chose WCU.  
• The technology fees and extra fees are a little ridiculous.  
• I already pay enough for rent, I don’t need to pay more for classes please.  
• If it weren’t for WCUs affordability and being part of the NC Promise, I wouldn’t be able to 

afford going back to school.  
• The current cost of tuition has been what has made it possible to return to school and not have 

to take out student loans.  
• I appreciate that WCU makes it affordable to earn a college education! 
• There are way too much in fees for online students when books are not included and we do not 

receive an ID to enjoy student discounts.  
• Tuition should stay the same with NC promise. That is the best because I can afford it without 

going into debt 
• I feel the proposed tuition jump is too steep for many families of NC trying to find an affordable 

way to pay for college. Please keep in mind so many middle class families with still struggle to 
pay the amount being proposed for 2022-2023.  

• Western’s low tuition enables me to be able to afford to go to college while working and pay 
each semester up front. 

• One of the main reasons I am attending WCU is because of the reduced rate in tuition by the NC 
legislative. If the tuition rate were to go up, I would not be able to complete my degree.  
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• I think the fees, are fine. you could lower the technology fee for out of state and online people, 
who really don't use it. and the payment plan? I think you could have one more spring 
installment, and at least on in the summer. Make it so they can start school in the summer,  by 
making one payment, and pay the rest before fall classes start up 

• If at all possible leave the tuition just as is. The affordable tuition at WCU is what made it 
possible for me to return to college, especially since I am a single mom with one income. 

• I think keeping coast down is important to future secsess of students. You can have quality 
education without high coast.  

• I love the NC tuition promise program and it's one of the main reasons I attend WCU virtually. 
It's allowed my continuing education as an adult to be affordable and worthwhile. I hope this 
continues to be a commitment for WCU. Thank you! 

• Please please please keep it affordable! 
• Make it cost less 
• The tuition and fees for WCU should remain the same. This is not the time to raise fees. Families 

are struggling to make ends meet. Please reconsider because many students will be unable to 
attend school due to lack of money. 

• I picked Wcu due to the fee being the best and lowest around.  
• I attend under the NC Tuition Promise. Please keep this option available. I would not have been 

able to go back to school without it. 
• Without NC Promise Scholarship, I couldn't have gone to college. At midterm, I have straight A's 

and 15 hours of courses. I'm grateful for the NC Promise Scholarship and WCU.  
• The NC Promise program is critical to my continued enrollment at WCU. 
• Please keep in mind that some students are working full time parents who are doing their best 

to better themselves for their families and others. To have to make a decision on whether to put 
food on the table or sign up for a new class should not be a conversation one has to have. 

• I do not understand why online only students have to pay some of the fees that on campus 
students have to pay.  For instance the security fee.   

• People are struggling financially and WCU wants to increase school fees. Shame! Many families 
can't afford the bills they have and a increase of any would hurt. 

• The tuition and fees have been more than reasonable in my opinion.  
• Fees and tuition are already high enough. I get the fact the inflation is hitting all industries 

across the board but higher education is getting impossible to afford. Taking online only classes I 
have to pay over 1,000 a semester depending on my hours I decide to take. I also have to pay 
fees for things I don't even use since I have never been to campus and never do I plan on going 
to the campus. Salaries at the school are and have been decent for years. Stop making money to 
the point your making education unaffordable. Eventually government will stop bailing out 
students so they are going to owe lots of money on loans they can't afford that they took out to 
go to school. Help be the solution of the higher education pandemic and make common sense 
decisions.   

• need to keep low so that the ones that do not receive financial aid can still attend 
• The reason a lot of people come here is because it’s more affordable. I am barely able to pay for 

a semester on my own if you raise prices you’ll lose an insurmountable number of students and 
support. 

• Tuition and Fees should not go up. The only reason I am at this school right now is because it is 
affordable, and ethically so. I will not attend a university that knowingly allows students to get 
large loans and a useless liberal arts degree. Too many kids go to universities today and ruin 
their lives and resent ever going to college. I am proud to be a student and soon to be alumni of 
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WCU because the school is reasonable. Raising tuition and fees would be shameful. I don't want 
to be ashamed of WCU. 

• An increase in fees will make it very tough for those of us that are adult learners and have 
established careers and families.  I, myself, have 5 children and one of them is a Senior in HS this 
year.  I have been able to attend the last year+ at WCU thanks to the College Promise.  

• I feel no increase in fees are necessary. I feel that we pay too much now. I understand there are 
increasing operational cost of doing business but I also think that leaving you student with loads 
of debt helps no one.  

• The NC promise bill is awesome. It allows for me to go back to school completely debt free! 
• The decreases funds is one of the ways that I can go to college without worry of student loan 

debt and be the first person in my family to graduate with a BSN. This is way I picked WCU, to 
make a difference in my family tree 

• The only way I am able to affordably attend is due to being in-state with the $500 a semester 
tuition. I hope that continues so others can obtain a degree affordably. 

• It would be great to keep prices as they currently are. 
• I think that the tuition costs should not have been raised. Also the full time in person classes for 

$500 a semester should also include online students as well. 
• I am thankful for the fee structure at WCU.  I wish more universities would follow suit. This was 

number 1 factor in selecting the university to attend.  I am also appreciative that the quality of 
education still remains high.   

• The tuition and fees need to be lowered some more.   
• I am close to graduating with my BK degree and I had to take out my first school loan to be able 

to pay for classes and I would be very grateful if the fees would not go up in price. Thank you  
• The reason I chose WCU was based on the tuition prices.  
• this school is trash 
• I like the NC Promise Program and the $500 per semester cost for in-state students. This has 

made college affordable at a great institution and I appreciate it. 
• The prices for tuition and fees established by WCU are phenomenal and apart from the great 

teaching practices are one of the many reasons that attracted me to WCU. I find it is not 
outrageously priced like other universities and allows me to fit it into my budget.   

• Fees and tuition should be frozen and no additional burdens should be added to students lives. 
We've already been impacted by covid, inflation, and continue to have to fight a political system 
moving towards tyranny.  

• Please don't raise to much, it will make it harder to attend 
• Having the NC Promise tuition is a major reason I have been able to go back to school to get my 

bachelor's degree. 
I've made mention of the low tuition to quite a few people since I became a student because I 
know cost seems to be one of the main reasons students don't continue their education.  WCU's 
tuition gives them that option. 

• It is very hard to afford college and pay for your regular life needs. The online program has done 
a good job at keeping it decently cheap, but if it went up, I would not be able to finish school. A 
lot of people do not go to college because it is too expensive. Why should seeking an education 
cost an arm and a leg? Why should we have to give up so much to learn and to help others? The 
tuition and Fees should not go up. If anything, they should go down. Some of us are not getting 
loan forgiveness or help from others. Some of us are paying for it out of our own pockets.  

• Do not raise tuition and fees, 2023 is looking to be tough for everyone.  
• fuck this and fuck you for raising tuition 
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• Rising cost of WCU Tuition and Fees will make it harder for those who do not qualify for grants 
to pay for their education. Cost of living is going up, but we're not making any more money to 
cover those expenses. The last thing we need is our education going up. 

• The NC Promise Tuition Plan has been more than a blessing for me. I am striving to complete my 
education so that I can become a teacher, and with the help of affordable tuition I am able to 
continue to do so. Higher tuition will only cause me to not complete my education that I am 
trying so hard to complete. I am asking you guys to please consider keeping the tuition 
affordable so that individuals are able to afford gaining a higher education; in order to better 
themselves in life. Thank you! 

• What would need to happen for tuition and fees to decrease? 
• I understand you have to raise tuition and fees from time to time but I'd caution you not to. The 

ONLY reason I'm here is the affordability of the tuition. I was basically signed up and going to 
ECU when a friend suggested I look at you guys and the cost changed my mind immediately. And 
I have told many other adult student friends about it and they have in turn decided to go to 
WCU too. You're winning being affordable in a sea of overpriced. Trust me. 

• Nc promise should stay the same  
• Live alone and govt doesn't help. I'm also having to work full time to be able to pay rent, lights, 

etc. I hope that the NC promise program continues, if fees are to high, I will have to quit and not 
return. Thank you 

• I am so grateful for low fees and tuition. I couldn't go to school otherwise. 
• Keeping it low allows me to continue my education. And become first generation college 

graduate.  Low tuition with help of NC Promise makes this possible for me 
• Please do not raise the rates and fees. Increased cost will cause an undue burden on students 

and parents. Please keep cost affordable so we can continue furthering our education so we can 
get better paying jobs. 

• WCU tuition and fees are affordable at its current rates. I feel that’s why potential students 
apply because it’s affordability.  

• Because of the programs low cost, after 27 years, I am able to go back to school and fulfil a long 
term dream of completing my education. After raising a family and having the time to go back, I 
now look forward to stepping into the future with the hopes and dreams that so many have 
experienced at a young age; an opportunity that was not common to my generation. On a 
pastor's income I am unable to afford tuition and balance personal bills, yet, My wife and I make 
too much to receive additional aid. I only pray that tuition will, if anything, remain at the current 
rate giving me the ability to graduate; a long awaited dream. 

• I think the tuition and fees are very fairly priced and appreciate that. I live in a HCOL area and 
the WCU tuition structure is very much appreciated. 

• Please keep affordable. The tuition price as it is is the only reason I can pursue my RN to BSN 
degree! So thankful for the NC Promise program.  

• Tuition is expensive and unreasonable, and at the same time there is no explanation of the 
various charges in the tuition. There are some areas and facilities charged into the tuition that I 
will not use at all, so instead of being a mandatory option, it would make more sense to change 
it to a custom option. Thanks 

• Being a distance learning student that only takes online classes I should not have to pay fees for 
the library and athletics and other amenities that are offered to students living on or attending 
classes on campus. I don’t utilize any of these amenities nor do I have the ability to utilize them 
and I should not have to pay for them.  
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• I appreciate the opportunity to go to a school that has such affordable tuition because without it 
I would not be able to finish my undergraduate education.  I have been trying to finish my 
degree for 10 years and had it not been for the NC Promise here at Western Carolina University I 
wouldn't have been able to get done.  Thank you! 

• Had complications with the financial aid office, where I have FAFSA and private student loans. 
The financial aid office did not properly certify my loan correctly, and for the summer semester 
of 22' I didn't receive funds I was entitled to. In my particular situation the financial aid office 
should have reached out to confirm how I wanted my funds allocated. This was unprofessional, 
careless and negligent. It's unfortunate because moving forward I can longer trust the process. 
Once the trust is broken, it cannot be regained.  

• I really appreciate the $500 tuition that WCU participated in. It is very helpful for me to be able 
to pay for my education out of pocket and not go into unnecessary debt.  

• Leave the tuition alone. I couldn't afford it if it increases.  
• The fees and tuition have been affordable compared to other schools as they relate to distance 

learning.  
• WCU being an NC promise school has allowed me to accomplish my goals in ways that wouldn’t 

be otherwise possible! 
• I think the current cost is great and affordable. If you increase you may lose a lot of people who 

attend. I also heard the games and cost to park on campus increased and a lot of people are not 
happy with it.  

• I am so incredibly appreciative of the participation in the NC Grant program. I would not have 
been able to return to school without the reduced tuition.  

• The fees being increased are affecting the "affordability" of the tuition that the school promised.  
• The fees are billed as a generic item without any description as to what they are for or how they 

affect my program. I would like to see an itemized statement showing exactly what it is that I am 
paying for. 

• I can only afford to attend college because of the NC Promise program. Please keep tuition and 
fee's low so I can afford to get my degree. 
 

Graduate Students 
Planning to Commute Next Year 

• Any increases that are approved and occur based on inflationary constraints should be reviewed 
and adjusted based on the economic status at the time of review. Unfortunately, when an 
increase like this happens, and inflation levels out, the increase stays in place. It will never be 
lowered. And it really isn't fair for those paying an increase this year and first year students 
paying a lower rate, next year.  I would like to hear alternative ideas of how to address and 
mitigate the inflationary constraints sited. If food has to be distributed differently in the 
cafeterias, or the shuttle busses must run on a less frequent schedule, or if staff needs to be 
scheduled in a different way in order to get through the period of inflation then those 
alternative ideas should be considered before implementing an increase to tuition and fees. 

• I think the graduate school should have its own set of fees that involve voluntary by into certain 
campus resources. I do not use the health services building or student activities on campus or 
the Athletics facilities and yet I am still charged 

• Inflation is hurting everyone, including and especially students who are struggling with its 
impacts now and with the rising interests rates on our student loans. Will the increase in tuition 
and fees be reflected in graduate assitantship stipends? What benefits will students expect to 
see from these increases?  



Page 237 of 258 
 

• In our current financial climate as a country I think the rates should be decreased NOT 
increased. 

• In my opinion, the university raising any prices or fees is absolutely unnecessary. Students 
already pay an excessive amount. College costs already outpace inflation.  The students of this 
university deserve a place to get an education without the financial burden the school wishes to 
place on them.  

• For DPT: consider lowering costs for semesters when we are away on clinical rotations as we 
continue to pay for "activities, athletics, etc." while we are away in other cities/states working 
40 hrs/wk for free and expected to "represent the university well" 

• Unacceptable. 
• Please create a fee system where students who benefit from the services provided by the fee 

pay the full cost of the fee. If the service is too costly to be covered by only the students who 
benefit from it, it is not profitable, and others should not be required to pay for others' benefits. 
Unprofitable services should be shut down and not forced upon the entire student body. 

• I definitely don't think the Biltmore Park students should be paying the same fees that those 
students on the WCU campus pay. 
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• I wonder if it is necessary to collect fees from everyone for the facilities that each person uses 
and even those that each person does not use. 

• If you are going to increase prices, give us better opportunities and more notice. I also think that 
current students should be grandfathered in so they are not having to completely change their 
plans to pay for school. You will lose many students over this. Start it with the incoming 
freshmen, then implement for all classes afterward. It is only fair.  

• I get really mad about the $500 per semester for sports. I have no dealings with athletics at all 
and feel anger about sod ding my very hard earned money on it. Ridiculous  

• More money should be put into the grad students because they are helping the school stay 
afloat. Taking money from somewhere else to help them would work. Also, student activities fee 
need to stay the same unless you all are changing the way y’all program and bringing bigger and 
better events.  

• I think that people who are not students at Cullowhee campus, and people who are only 
auditing classes, should not be required to pay other fees.  
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Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 
• Perhaps tuition should be reflective of respective salaries expected for each program post 

graduation. And individual student financial ability should be more heavily considered, financial 
aid in the form of loans feel like a burdensome shackle to those who do not have personal assets 
or family histories of financial assets.  

• You should stratify who is paying what fees. People who live on or go to the main campus have 
significantly more support and opportunities, and it doesn't make sense that graduate students 
at BP are paying the same fees for things that mainly benefit undergrad  

•  Students that strictly attend Biltmore Park should have reduced fees as we don't have access to 
the majority of things we are being charged for.  

• Please consider reevaluating the financial burden placed on Biltmore Park students. As stated, 
this group of students already pays for many services and privileges that are enjoyed by 
students on the main campus but are not accessible at the Biltmore Park location. While it is 
understandable that WCU might need to raise tuition and fees to keep up with rising inflation, 
this does not consider the fact that a large percentage of its student population is already paying 
a disproportionate amount of money for services and activities that are only accessible to those 
who are able to travel to the main campus. 

• Eliminate unused services from Biltmore Park students’ tuition.  
• Students who only attend Biltmore Park should not pay the additional fees to support resources 

at the main campus.  
• All for it! Great deal 
• I’m not even allowed to request enough loan money to cover my stupidly expensive CoL in 

Biltmore Park. Hiking prices is just going to make it even more difficult. Also, maybe predict a 
realistic amount for us to get approved by lenders.  

• COA does not accurately reflect actual cost of living. Additional fees such as student activities 
fee should be be applicable to students that are primarily in biltmore park as we do not go to 
main campus and do not take advantage of the facilities that the fees pay for  

• Education is a public good and ought to be supported publicly. The costs should be shared 
broadly by society, not foisted on students or their families individually. 

• As a student at Biltmore Park, I have been made to feel extremely less than the other students 
of Western Carolina University. Although the tuition rates are the same, the services and 
opportunities offered at Biltmore Park are not there. It is frustrating as a student to pay the 
same rate as other students who are able to receive assistance from the student health center, 
CAPS, and other organizations and services that are offered at the main campus. I think that a 
large review- with student input- is required to discuss changes that need to be made to student 
tuition at Biltmore Park. One change that I wanted to discuss was the possibility of introducing a 
Cat Tran that runs, when requested in advance, from Cullowhee to Asheville would increase 
student involvement at the main campus, and allow students at Biltmore Park to commute 
easier when there are required events in Cullowhee. Overall, change is needed. 

• There are a lot of unnecessary fees for commuter graduate students that only pertain to on 
campus undergraduate students in Cullowhee 

• It is not clear to me why the state can offer an incentive for undergraduate tuition reduction but 
is not supporting graduate tuition reduction.  I would be supportive of increased pay for the 
professors as I believe they are woefully underpaid.  However, with that would come some 
higher expectations for a higher level of excellence in the utilization of available technology for 
online learning and the tech support for them to be successful in this. Currently, I have been 
very disappointed in this aspect of the program.  
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• I feel like if students are placed on the Biltmore campus, they should not have to pay student 
fees which they do not have realistic access to 

• Please release BP students from over $1500 in fees for services not rendered.  
• Most of my tuition goes to resources for the main campus in cullowhee. I don’t even have 

access to a library. Why am I paying for services, management upkeep etc for facilities and 
services I do not ever get to see or utilize? Why can’t biltmore park students pay for just what 
they have access to and get? This feels very frustrating and unfair. I feel taken advantage of and 
exploited. The administration has been approached by students before and no action was taken. 
This is not right. I am going to into a high burnout and low paid field and I have to pay this much 
for things I do not get access to?  

• I was happy to see this survey.  I don't have much faith that anything will be done to change the 
fees for students living off campus and going to Biltmore Park, but never say never.   

• Graduate students who exclusively attend classes at Biltmore Park should NOT have to pay fees 
for services that are only available on the main campus. This makes me mad every time I pay 
tuition.  

• As I have said in previous comments, it is unfair to have students pay for services on a campus 
they will not set foot on until graduation, if at all, as is the case for most Biltmore Park students. 
The fees and tuition we pay should go directly into our campus not into the main campus. Those 
that wish to take part in main campus activities should be offered an opt-in fee for doing so, or 
some other arrangement. 

• I have concerns about the way that the cost of attendance is calculated. This year my tuition 
cost more than what is listed in the COA for this year, meaning that the money I must live on is 
even less. As it is, the COA grossly underestimates the actual cost of living. It also leaves no room 
for emergencies or single parents that have higher expenses. I am disappointed that WCU is not 
more generous in their awards nor allows us (graduate students) to decide how much we 
borrow. Especially as BP students cannot utilize the free resources on campus. Consider utilizing 
the MIT living wage calculator to estimate the cost of living. Their estimates are 10k higher than 
WCUs for living in the Asheville area, and they are right. 
(https://livingwage.mit.edu/metros/11700) 

• I would support and urge for an appreciative inquiry of the fees and services at Biltmore Park. 
There is an entire chunk of services that are not applicable to the student body and are 
inaccessible to Biltmore Park students. They are not reflective of the full-scope of students' 
experience here. 

• Graduate school is already too expensive. If anything the cost should decease for grad students  
• I am already struggling to pay for the increases in prices we've seen this year. I wonder if funding 

can be supplemented another way - donations from Alumni, no raises for professors who 
receive negative student reviews for poor performance (ie not prepared for classes, lectures are 
sub-par, and no raises for professors who don't complete additional racial equity trainings, etc.) 

• Distant learners, and hybrid and onsite students at Biltmore Park should NOT have to pay 
athletic, health services,  student activities fees.  

• I understand the need to increase costs with inflation. Most of the other rising costs do not 
affect BP students, however, we are required to pay for several fees that do not benefit us. 
While examining rising costs, I hope this committee will also examine the benefits of rising costs 
on a campus by campus basis. BP students generally benefit from the educational components 
of WCU within the confines of the University's building space. To fully experience the offerings 
of the activities and amenities offered on and around the Cullowhee campus, many BP students 

https://livingwage.mit.edu/metros/11700
https://livingwage.mit.edu/metros/11700
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would have to travel an hour or more which is simply not feasible or realistic. Our fees and 
tuition should better reflect our experience. 

• I can't afford the insurance. And I sure as fuck can't afford to use the insurance that I cannot 
afford to have. Thank you.  

• I hope to get YMCA access back for BP students. Our gym is not good and we do not use the 
WVU campus gym as we do not go but 1 time a week to that side of town  

• WCU has been a wonderful school to attend and I have enjoyed going there over the last year. 
My biggest complaint with my tuition and fees is that I am paying for services that are located at 
another campus that I do not use. I should be able to opt out of certain fees if they do not apply 
to me. Additionally if there is going to be an increase in fees for a simulator, pediatric rotations 
and other specialty rotations, then it needs to be presented to the students that will be affected 
and let them be involved in the decision making.  

• It is truly inappropriate to charge any fees to biltmore park students that are solely or primarily 
offered or accessible at cullohwee., biltmore park is designed for working adults and cullohwee 
is too far to be meaningfully accessible to biltmore park students. These services should be 
provided T biltmore park or not charged to these students.  

• Separate (lower) fees for Biltmore park campus should be considered. This campus is paying for 
perks and accommodations that are not easily accessible for students, especially those 
commuting to the BP campus from the east.  

• I struggle to pay for graduate school one class at a time. 
 
Planning to Take Classes Online Next Year 

• I know the university has to adjust for inflation, but I propose that the increase be 
commensurate with the inflationary rate and that those figures are made public.  

• I don't receive much support past tuition for my MAT degree. Paying to be a teacher is a 
disservice in my opinion. I think we need more financial support.  

• Inflation has gone through the roof with everything and our wages have not increased.  As a 
single mother increasing tuition makes it harder to pay for schooling.  I have applied for 
scholarships but haven’t received any so increasing school is not feasible for me and I’m sure 
everyone else.  

• As a Biltmore Park Student, I feel that I should not have to pay some of the fees I have had to 
pay. The fees are not things that I am able to utilize due to my program only meeting once per 
month at Biltmore Park and being mostly online.  

• Online students should not be required to pay athletic fees if they are not able to use the on-
campus resources like the student health center, etc.  

• It is too high and it is not fair that I live in state but is denied each time I apply  
• Just like the curriculum requirements for students, a similar rule should apply to tuition costs for 

current graduate students. If the graduate student does not take a break during their studies, 
her tuition rate should be the same as when she entered the program.  

• I would say that my current tuition is reasonable for the education I am receiving. I hope WCU 
can keep these programs balanced.  

• Don't increase it 
• The increase in tution fees will play a negitive role on taking decission to pursue graduate study 

for future international students who are planning to study on self funding. 
• The required WCU fees are absolutely outrages. It is infuriating...  
• There should be a better partnership between North and South Carolina institutions regarding 

out of state rates.  
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• We are just coming out of a pandemic that has uprooted many lives financially including mine. 
On a one-salaried pay cheque that has lost its elasticity, and now expecting to be paying almost 
$223 more per course (for a student who has been classified as an out-of-state student, living 
and working in the state of NC) is a no for me, and despite that I really love WCU, I will be forced 
to abandon my hope of becoming a special educator. 

• WCU was affordable compared to other institutions I considered. As a nursing graduate student, 
I am able to receive funding through CFNC to over my tuition so I have been pleased by that 
experience.  

• WCU is can be a great place for international students. The overall tution fee can be reduced to 
make it easy of them. It will be helpful for them to take positive decision to come here. 

• As a general statement tuition has increased  disproportionately over the last two years.  The 
number one and number two reasons I chose WCU was due to the graduate tuition and the 
availability of online programs.  

• Stand up to the NC University system and fight against the unnecessary fees that online and out 
of state students will never use. It's ridiculous.  

• The current rate gave me the opportunity to back back to earn my licensure with limited 
resources available for me to do. The increase could result in my going to another university 
with lower rate. 

 
Are there additional services WCU should consider offering for a fee or charge? 

Undergraduate Students 
Planning to Live on Campus Next Year 

• Therapy dog day/weekly 
• More food options. If they were better and more convenient then I think an increase would be 

acceptable  
• More parking 
• More parking and more private rooms.  
• Nutritionist 
• Better food options at the dining halls and improving the A/B dorm hall 
• Payment plans if there isn't any already. 
• Financial advising 
• increasing parking before building new dorms to accommodate that amount of students with 

cars on the premises 
• Allow students to be able to get food later at night without the need to use db or personal 

money 
• Mechanic classes for like cars and stuff 
• More dining options and using better food safety at the dining halls. 
• Gluten free dining options. It’s virtually impossible for students with Celiac to eat safely. 
• I believe that there should be a group that aims to assist in funding or helping students that 

have medical issues pay for room and board. Students with disabilities should not be punished 
for having medical issues and having to fight to get their rooms and still have to pay a high 
amount to be able just to live comfortable.  

• More volunteer/job opportunities to help students get experience in their fields of interest. 
• Concerts 
• MORE PARKING 
• More food options on campus and parking and places to eat.  



Page 246 of 258 
 

• Using the money to increase department resources and addition of new programs and majors, 
to attract more students and in turn get more revenue instead of leaching on current students 

• WCU should offer more food options and cheaper meal plans. Some residential students do not 
use all of their meal plan and would much rather cook in the kitchens. 

• Limited parking, with required parking spaces so theses issues we've had this year don't accure 
• I think there should be help for people in the marching band paying for fees and trips, especially 

with their Ireland trip 
• Bring more therapists into CAPS. So far as construction, Aubrey Benton is the oldest storm and 

it's becoming unstable. It should be ripped out and replaced with a larger parking lot or parking 
deck for residents on upper campus. You should also strictly enforce the new buildings being for 
freshmen and the other dorms being for sophomores and above. 

• If you’re increasing the fees let’s see the changes. For example for the parking fee add more 
parking space. 

• PLEASE GET BETTER MENTAL HEALTH AND SEXUAL ASSAULT SERVICES. PLEASE. 
• Hire more health staff for bird. Especially mental health counselors. I know people personally 

who have had to say that they were going to kill them selves just to be seen by a mental health 
professional. And those professionals don’t even have licenses to practice.  
 
The engineering department needs to be upgraded. Everything like labs, equipment, buildings 
that don’t loose heat/electricity randomly, and professors. Half of the engr profs need to be 
fired yesterday. We have had to teach our selfs for to long. We should have professors that love 
the job and know how to teach. Not ones that don’t care about their students futures, 
education, or their students well being. Granda, Ashan, Yang, Zang, and Tanka should all be 
fired. None of those professors care about teaching, their students, or basic engr ethics that 
they should know. I have had to teach myself through 75% of every engr class I ever took. I 
could do that at home without spending thousands of dollars every 6 months.  

• Much better psychological services, much more avaliable parking (or assigned spots), better 
maintenence on dorms (I've put in three complaints for a bad lock in my dorm and gotten 
nothing back), and for more dietary options. 

• decrease parking opps hours for the benefit of the students :) 
• C O N S I S T E N T C A T T R A N T I M E S . This campus is ridiculously inaccessible and the 

amount of times I've been late to class because I stand at a Cat Tran stop for over thirty minutes 
and see NOT ONE BUS.  

• Gender therapy 
• i dont really know im just guessing their might be... also i heard that the cat tran training course 

isnt being paid for by you anymore... I was thinking what if you offer it as a summer course with 
a cap of like 5 to 10 people? just a thought. i dont reall know what goes into doing that but that 
way you offer it we pay for it and ts a bit more convienent.  

• Better financial aid. I have nearly perfect grades and I have not received a penny in scholarships. 
I will likely have to transfer due to my inability to pay this school.  

• Better parking 
• Having exemption on meal plans for those who have allergies that Aramark cannot cater 

towards and those who can financially support themselves for meals on campus.  
 
More accessible items on campus. It is really hard for me to walk up stairs. whenever the only 
elevator in the building is out of order, It takes me longer than just taking the elevator. This is a 
similar issue for others who actually need it.  
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BAN THE ELECTRIC SCOOTERS. I HAVE BEEN HIT BY ONE AND IT WAS NOT FUN. THEY DID NOT 
APOLOGIZE STILL RIDE THEM IN THE BUILDINGS, AND LEAVE THEM INSIDE AND IN THE 
CORRIDORS IN THE DINING HALLS AND CLASSROOMS. THEY DID NOT LISTEN TO THE PUBLIC 
SAFETY EMAILS. THEY DO NOT CARE. ENFORCE THE BAN AND FINE THEM.   

• Elevators that actually work, ramps that won't send you to your death, food halls that are truly 
accessible (since the elevators never work.) I shouldn't have to force myself through excruciating 
pain just to get dinner. 

• Using money in the right places or using additional/extra money to students that come from low 
income families. 

• Yes, put some damn adjustable A/C and Heat units in every dorm.  
• Parking for Residential Assistants so we do not get tickets when we have an emergency pop up 

in the building and we can not find parking anywhere near our dorm. This has happened to me 
where I needed to be in Allen and I had to park in a 15 minute spot but ended up with a ticket.  

• Maybe try adding more parking or at least clearly marking you spots that students aren't 
allowed to park in because currently there is a 24 hour spot that is marked "residential living" 
and one the at is marked "residential living staff" and when you get a boot on your car because 
you think you're allowed to park in the residential living parking spot but they tell you it's for 
residential living staff it's a LITTLE confusing.  

• ac  
• everyday transportation to Sylva for student in need of a job not bale to drive or not able to 

make it during the shopping shuttle hours  
• financial aid adjustment for students who may have trouble affording the increases in price  
• More scholarships that are not need-based.  
• A better receipt on exactly which rates we are paying for and how our money is helping those 

services.  
• The ability for students with documented illnesses or conditions to be able to zoom into class 

when necessary. I understand that there’s a tuition concern with this but I would pay full tuition 
and even extra fees to be able to zoom in on days when I am unable to physically go to class 
because of my medical condition. In the real, corporate world, this is something that is 
happening more as technology is integrated more into everyday life and the pandemic has 
changed how employers view technology. As a student, I know how important it is to be present 
to hear everything the teacher has to say and partake in classroom activities and I am there as 
much as I am able to. But why are our options all or nothing? I’m here to learn and do the work, 
and I have some physical limitations that sometimes prevents me from physically making it to 
class but mentally I’m ready to learn and want to. It would enable me to spend less time trying 
to understand course material from the days I miss and balance that with not falling behind 
anymore. I am an engaged student in and out of the classroom that is at college to learn and 
study, not to party, not for Greek life, solely for my academic betterment. I have 
accommodations and doctors documentation of my physical limitations. If I need to zoom into 
class every once in a while  I should be able to. I’m not looking to abuse the system and agree 
that rules would have to be in place (like having adequate documentation) but I would pay extra 
and jump through as many hoops as is necessary to be able to learn about material from 
professors on the days I’m absent.  

• Public Transportation that goes farther.  
• Therapy dogs 
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• I think changing wherever your food comes from would be great.  People shouldn't get sick 
every time they eat the food you offer. 

• More parking lots. Or maybe just doing a better job of helping new students understand that 
parking here is not desirable. 

• WCU should offer more works studies and paid internships. It’s not fair that education students 
feel they have to drop the program because they can’t afford to lose their jobs, but are doing 
the job of a teacher but not getting paid.  

• Add a boxing bag in the CRC. Also, the CRC does not need so many cardio machines. These 
should be replaced for another cable set machine (like the one in front of the mirrors at the 
gym).  

• A WCU app for mobile devices, that is an easier accessible way to use my wcu. 
• Bicycle rentals modeled on "Citibike", free ice machines in the Courtyard and Brown Hall (ones 

that are operational 24/7, as opposed to existing Lodge and Catamount Cafe machines which 
must be stocked by underpaid employees), and make Chancellor Brown try to get around this 
campus in a wheelchair for two business days. That should increase interest in accessibility 
improvements that the Disabled Students Union can elaborate on.  

• Cheaper diagnosis'. 
• '- Having chain restaurants open at all times they are supposed to be 

- Gym on 24/7 (minus holidays and breaks) schedule 
- Appropriate amount of parking spots 
- Cat Tran app so students can easily find transportation 

• WCU should consider that students may not seem to need loans at the beginning of the year, 
but their situations may change and they made need them later on in the year. I believe that 
this option should not only be applied at the beginning of the year, but every day of the year in 
order to ensure that we are not risking students’ education rights because you simply did not 
provide them what they needed during the second semester.  

• Weekly sessions at caps. 
Better food at cafeteria(s). 
Make products less expensive (the prices are extremely preposterous)  

• I think it needs to expand their mental health area so students are able to not wait and be held 
back so often. Mental health of a person can be different for each of us. The reason I bring this 
up is if something comes up out of the blue how am I supposed to cope if its not life or death 
wise? I think maybe a few phone workers that you can call and talk too (not like the suicide 
hotlines that put you on hold forever), but someone to talk and listen to you as a friend. We 
need someone we can rant too without remembering they are doing it just for a job. 

• Anything to reflect the pricetag of coming here.  Stop making students pay the same 
prices/more for what isn't being improved or for cut services (like with dining). 

• More club sports 
• More parking 
• Better quality food.  
• community spice cabinets sponsored by the school so new students can learn to cook without 

too much shopping 
• more healthy food options 
• An expansion of Homebase services, potentially, and Cat-Tran service for apartments (which 

would reduce foot traffic) 
• Spas, massage therapy, mental health resources in addition to psychiatry  
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• More food inspections, less strict parking ops and more parking options. Reduced costs for 
athletic fees, housing, food, and parking costs 

• Running CAT Trans into Sylva Bi-Weekly and participating in the NC Medicaid program and 
TriCare. 

• More scholarship opportunities for more students, that are more generic. 
• I think WCU needs to offer much better parking and fix its dining situation. I think they failed to 

account for the number of people they accepted this semester and it heavily impacted campus 
life for both students and faculty. There is not enough parking for either the residents or staff. 
They are building new residence halls but no new parking lots. I think they need to change the 
Judaculla lot to residents only as well so residents who pay for a $400 parking pass can park 
where they pay for- instead of Parking Ops emailing them saying if they can't find parking to go 
park in the gravel lot that only costs $100. It is ridiculous. As for dining- there have been times 
when I would go to the Courtyard and they said I shouldn't bother swiping because they ran out 
of food. We RELY on campus to eat. For most people, all they can afford is the basic meal plan-
which only gives them access to meal swipes and DB. And think about international students 
who can't get off campus for food. There need to be more places open (and I know they have 
started to improve on this).  

• more parking!!!! 
• recycling bins for resident halls 
• Concert band opportunities for those who don't know how to march and aren't majoring in 

music 
• Better/more parking 
• housing over the summer, maybe team up with homebase to figure something out. 
• More resources for homeless students. 
• put AED’s in all your buildings. i’ve got an arrhythmic heart condition and have not seen a single 

AED in any building, even though one could save my life. as a chronically ill student, this makes 
me feel unsafe. consider the addition of AED’s to your buildings, and if the concern is improper 
use, you’ll be happy to know the instructions are written on the side of the device.  

• Somewhere to get food that is 24 hours and a 24 hour gym.  
• More good paying jobs , don’t forget about international student this will definitely but them off 

coming as it increases every year !!!!  
• Ramen dispenser  
• Living conditions  
• Allow people to get meals from the restaurants like they would be able to from the cafes.  
• More bus stops. One of the â€œcommuterâ€� lots doesn’t even have access to a commuter cat 

tran.  
• Passport / professional photos or automated photo booths 
• better parking  
• More parking, better food selection with healthier meal options 
• more parking 
• MORE PARKING!! 
• So far, just ac for albright/benton. It's not fair for other dorms to receive it and for one to be left 

out. Also an additional laundry room in Norton.  
• Ride sharring, some sort of uber system.  
• Like I said. Better parking and better meal plan choice. 
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Planning to Commute Next Year 
• We need more food places and better hours of operations for students uses buildings  
• Better parking options for commuters and please fix the wifi. 
• not new ones just making dining and parking better, it’s not worth it. 
• make things more accessible 
• Better parking options  
• Further career advising including help finding/getting jobs during and after college. This would 

also be available to university alumni  
• Support the majors, wcu campus activities, clubs 
• A nutritionist for all students would be great since college students are known for having poor 

eating habits and not knowing what to eat and how to eat healthy while focusing on studies and 
staying in shape. Doing this will promote mental and physical health among all students and I 
believe this would be utilized by many students. 

• I graduate this Fall from the Graphic Design department and I have taken many Japanese classes 
and both are underfunded. We don't really have access to technology and we're expected to 
bring our own expensive laptops with minimal classrooms and space in general. 

• General body wellness check ups through the years that I have been a student at Western 
Carolina University. I have witnessed a vast majority of students, struggle heavily with mental 
health, and a feeling of being alone with most of us being so far from home I think it would be a 
very productive message to include general body wellness check ups so the general population 
of the students yours as is Western Carolina can actually be considered a home and a safe place 
for some of its students this would help with the transfer rate and drop out rate which would 
ultimately bring in more money to the university overall, but also would increase the rate of 
suicide among students that has happened over the years 

• Free parking  
• Increased counseling and student support services, coming up with programs/interventions for 

sexual assault on campus (ie on-campus crisis/advocate office) 
• WCU should continue to offer the option to commute for students in the surrounding counties 

and within a reasonable drive time of the campus as a freshman. Being forced to live on campus 
in a dorm for a year generates unnecessary expenses for many students/families, and is mostly 
pointless. The "university experience" is not so valuable as to offset to cost of living on campus. 

• Run the cat trans to all apartments  
• Band support fee  
• ADD A PHARMACY! 
• WCU should offer transportation for students who need to work off campus due to Aramark's 

horrible treatment of employees and low pay rates. Many students cannot work for Aramark 
because they are disabled or have food allergies, and if they don't have a car then their job 
options on campus are extremely limited. This should change. 

• make all of your health services more accessible, and consider a taxi-like service for on and off 
campus to reduce student cars and help solve parking shortage 

• more accessibility for disabled students (crazy I know) 
• Better food, better parking, better mental health services, better staff who teach and actually 

care about their students 
• More parking spots and better food. 
• Extra help staffing CAPS to reduce wait time between appointments. 
• Have a better program for those with disabilities. Many professors here are very rude when it 

comes to student with disabilities. (Illegally) the school also seems not to care very much.  



Page 251 of 258 
 

• Cat tan rides to nearby apartments  
• The engineering department needs more dedicated study spaces, a forge, and a filament 

laboratory (for 3d printing filament testing and prototyping). 
• The only fee I will support is an environmental fee to offset the environmental damage the 

school causes 
• Free parking when we have to walk a mile to any of the buildings for classes we pay for.  
• More parking lots. 
• Accessibility for disabled students 
• I know this is a long shot but I would love to see a gardening service where students could do 

volunteer work through gardening to help earn scholarships with other programs. I also would 
like to suggest a Anthropology basic major to allow anthropology students and opportunity to 
stay with western and graduate here because there isn’t many in the US and most of us are 
from the area and need to stay close to home.  

• Students should be more advised of what they are putting themselves in when it comes to 
school.  

• WCU should offer education majors with a mock elementary education classroom we can 
practice teaching lessons in. 

• More options for growth of Engineers. Such as funding for better lab equipment. More time to 
practice the labs. A welding class specifically not combined with other classes. 

• Better CAPS services so more therapists for students!  
• I can only speak for the Engineering side, but a better modeling program would be very nice. 

Better 3D printers would be very nice. Updating all the software we use would be nice too.  
• I would love to see more self defense classes on campus including: ju jitsu, karate, muy tia, etc. 
• Better improvement of the CAPS program. Many students need to mental health care.  
• An outdoor exercise course! 
• Free printing  
• Additional transportation services for disabled students. The current ADA cat Tran and regular 

cat Tran operations are not sufficient, and disabled students are being unfairly affected by this. 
• Pet therapy or university adopted pets like cats and dogs for emotional support, in the library to 

pet for motivation or other various things. It gets animals off the streets and numerous studies 
show pets improve mood and relaxation  

• Increase counseling and psychological services, and add a pharmacy on campus. 
• More food options and edible food options. i would appreciate not buying moldy food filled with 

maggots. or getting food poisoning from any dairy product on campus. 
• Give me more money you grubbing hoes 
• Electrical vehicle supportive spaces.  
• As mentioned before,  

Student activities - advertise more! People want to come they just don’t know about it.  
Transportation- why take away stops from the cat tran routes? There’s a few blind spots 
especially the commuter route. 
Parking- provide a map of some sort of where students can parked based on their pass, it can be 
bothersome to find a ticket on your windshield when it’s your first semester parking on campus.  

• I suggest a new cat Tran route made up of a single cat Tran or 2. It needs to run from commuter 
lot, parking garage, and go to a central point such as noble. 

• More parking lots and more student parking options, regardless of residency status. 
• More parking and better dining experiences 
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• Under the Office of Accessibility Resources, there should be a central location showing all 
resources for disabled students. The only thing I can find includes intellectual disabilities, not 
physical ones. On that page there should also be a form where students can submit 
maintenance issues, such as elevators that keep going out of order or accessibility buttons that 
don't work (for instance, the elevator in the UC and the handicap button on the first floor of the 
UC). Our disabled students should still be valued members of our community. 

• Campus safety trainings for women AND the lgbtqia+ community. Currently trainings seem to 
only be offered for women - but realistically there needs to be accessible classes for more 
students.  
 
Safe zone training for all staff and further trainings on how to better support POC and queer 
students on campus.  

• Reduced parking fees for those with handicap tags 
• If this is possible, I would like to see CAPS offer therapy, rather than just counseling. Or, I'd like 

to at least have access to someone who can help me find a therapist in the area that my 
insurance covers. Many college students don't know how to start the process of seeking out 
therapy.  

• No more freshman parking and more lenient with Greek life  
• More parking  
• more financial help if you are trying to increase everybody's whole college experience. 
• It would be great if WCU offered some sort of integrative services for older students who work 

full-time and do not live on campus. In that same line of thought it would be nice if so many 
events did not only happen on the weekends. 

• Adding bikes and scooters for rent 
• I would like to see a Hillel or other religious services besides the church. For Yom Kippur I had to 

drive to Asheville because there was no service being offered on high holidays.  
• Medical assistance with common illnesses.   

More opportunities for scholarships. 
More summer courses that can help students catch up.  
Public transportation to more Off campus apartments. 

• MORE DINING OPTIONS 
• licking my taint, and sucking my balls. 
• Give students an option to not pay for the things that don’t contribute to them!!!! Or affect 

them!!!  
• Doggy day care. This opens another job for students and gives people with ESA’s or apartment 

dogs to put there dogs when they are in class. Charge the fee to individual student accounts  
• Free parking  
• Better disability programs and policies, as well as actually listening to student voices.  
• More traffic regulations 
• The shuttle service option I mentioned before could greatly benefit. I struggled to afford my 

parking pass for commuters. It is a very large sum to pay upfront. Even if there was a way to 
break up the payments for parking or create a payment plan that could probably help as well.  

• Therapy 
• They should offer scholarships for out of state students that allow them to try and obtain the in 

state tuition cost. 
• more mental health  
• Hire a psychiatrist or someone who can accurately prescribe medication  
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• No inflation.  
• Transportation. 
• More financial assistance  
• Airport transportation: Lots of international students who do not have a car 

2. Increase in trips: Faculty lead and domestic such as visiting Asheville or Atlanta 
• Financial aid for undocumented learners. The current secured fund system is racist garbage and 

antithetical to what the mission of higher Ed institutions should be. No one is served by a less 
(diverse and) educated population. 

• Athletic psychology services    
• Better food. 

Better parking. 
Better dorms. 

• Shuttle services to the apartments nearby would be really helpful.  
• INCREASED STUDENT WORKER WAGES. This is ridiculous. 

More diligence with fixing broken ADA amenities (i.e., why are the UC elevators broken for 2 
weeks straight?) 
Renovating older residence halls. 
Programs for extended, low-cost or no cost housing options for students who cannot return 
home over break(s)due to an abusive family situation, etc. 
Improve the dining programâ€” include MUCH more vegetarian, vegan programs, REDUCE 
rampant cross-contamination, reduce amount of sodium, fats, etc. in both cafe’s food. 

• PUT MORE LIGHTS/LIGHTNING ON CAMPUS. It’s so simple and would make our campus so much 
more safe at night. 

• better food  
• Provide more scholarships for minorities and kids who are immigrant scholarships (not just 

daca)  
 
Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 

• More interactive with us distance students. Offering days for distance students to be welcomed 
on campus and shown around.  

• Distance student days to visit campus and something to make us feel like Western is our home. 
• Services should be offered in an equitable manner on both campuses. 

 
Planning to Take Classes Online Next Year 

• A better commitment to fully supporting the online learning environment. We could be doing so 
much better than we are now. 

• More scholarship opportunities  
• Better mental health counseling for all students, including distance learners. Time and stress 

management help for distance learners, especially those who are older and work full time.  
• Tutoring via zoom for online students 
• Expanded distance learning programs 
• some type of student emergency fund where specific and unique individual student financial 

needs can be reviewed.  
• Free laptops 
• Online elementary education degree 
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• Since I have a family member with cancer, I needed to be home and that's why I take classes 
online. I think allowing more classes online would be helpful for those that need to attend 
school this way. 

• Assistance with completing and finding scholarships and other forms of financial aid other than 
the federal grants. Some students may not be aware of where to find scholarships and what 
they may be eligible for without help. 

• More masters degree options along with Criminal Justice minors allowed online.  Also, EDM 
classes over the summer 

• Online book purchasing program for distance students  
• Have an advisor go over all costs associated with the degree they are trying to get and the 

likelihood of the job market when they finish their degree. Have the advisor have a heart to 
heart with all students and make sure they know what they are getting themselves into and the 
financial burden they are undertaken due to high cost of education due to the Universities fee 
structure.  

• Scholarship matching and remote work studies or internships. 
• Additional online courses with visual and auditory learning resources.  
• More online classes for students outside of the distance student programs.  
• Sports marketing online degree program for undergraduate  
• Is there any way WCU could do the HERFF again? 
• Online therapy options for distance learners  
• Masters in emergency management  
• More graduate Nursing classes. More online electives 
• More online courses for distance students. I have been thinking about having a degree in Health 

Care Administration so I can more career options. 
• A wider variety of academic accommodations for students with disabilities. It's not related to 

tuition and fees, however, I feel as though it's just as prevalent and important.  
• Midwifery 
• More online majors, courses, and opportunities.  
• Maybe like some online tutoring services (Zoom) 
• I just think you need to do a better job of making the distance students feel included and part of 

the team. Aside from that and an occasional rigid and heartless professor, this place is perfect. 
• Accommodation for parents with special need children  
• Health Administration for Distance students 
• More tutoring opportunities. I do best with one-on-one tutoring. Not group tutoring. 
• Scholarship opportunities for International students. 
• It would be great for distance and online students to have access to mental healthcare through 

the university.  
• Full time would be great for your online programs. I could have graduated last year with my 

licensure in BK Ed. Instead I opted to go the degree Ed route. This has taken much longer than 
any other degree I have due to the lack of class availability.  

 
Graduate Students 

Planning to Live on Campus Next Year 
• Textbook rental for graduate students  

 
Planning to Commute Next Year 
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• Guaranteed apprenticeships and job placement. I personally would like to see more MFA 
programs offered that would supplement and/or compliment more of the undergraduate 
degree programs such as MFA in Film Studies or Film Making or an MFA in Creative Writing or a 
more expanded program in TESOL teaching that would promote international diversity and 
benefit the students who want to teach English to non-native speakers, but also benefit the local 
community that needs this service so badly.  

• More accessibility for those with limited mobility  
• It would help if you made the buildings genuinely accessible. None of the bathrooms in Apodaca 

are. If you are in a wheelchair or have dwarfism, you cannot reach the sinks properly. Also, many 
of the doors are hard for people with mobility issues to open.  

• More money should go to research journals/articles and the library. This university is not 
competitive to the other universities in the state when it comes to getting access to articles.  

• I think there should be a shuttle service that accommodates our students, faculty, and staff that 
have to commute to and from the Cullowhee and Asheville campus. The roads are horrible and 
extremely dangerous, especially at night, and I believe there will be an accident involving a 
Catamount in the future. I dont think it should take a loss of life to eventually consider making 
this addition, especially since you do have so many student making the commute. If you are 
going to offer classes in Asheville you should provide transportation, especially when some of 
these classes are mandatory. 

• Scholarships for working parents. 
• A further diversity of on campus health services, job learning programs and hands on training 
• Better on campus parking for commuters. Especially to use the services in the center of campus, 

library, and gym. 
• Expand the Accessible CatTran! 
• Tuition waivers and/or increased stipends for graduate students. In most graduate programs (at 

least for biology), students receive tuition waivers and a stipend that is at least at the living 
wage level. At WCU (again, at least in the bio program) we do not receive either. Only a couple 
of grad students receive tuition waivers and the stipend is not even a living wage. This year and 
last year the stipend for one academic year was $12,500 before taxes and students are not 
allowed to work more than 10 hours at another job. With the cost of tuition and fees (about 
$4,000), students were effectively making about $8,500 per academic year. The federal poverty 
line for a single person in 2022 was $13,590. While for next year the stipend is increasing by 
$3,000 per academic year ($15,500-$4000 tuition+fees = $11,500), this is still not reasonable. 
Increasing the stipend or the number of tuition waivers would attract high quality candidates to 
WCU and make the graduate program more competitive. Currently, the low stipend and lack of 
tuition waivers are contributing to the national issue of student loan debt and are not setting up 
WCU alumni for success. 

• Students shouldn't be forced to pay more for forces out of their control which influence 
expenses which the university bears 

• Computer programming and cybersecurity graduate classes or certificate program. 
• Free books for graduate students  
• I pay so much money for athletics, and the only sport I care about, climbing, the wall is closed 

during lunch, the only time I have to work out on campus! So frustrating. Open the wall during 
lunch hours or don’t charge me damn athletic fees!!!! 
 

Planning to Take Classes Primarily at Biltmore Park Next Year 
• Coffee, dining or meal plan options for Biltmore Park students  
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• A better equipped gym area for Biltmore Park students as the current option has very limited 
space, minimal equipment, and is distracting to others to use during business hours due to the 
echoing of the area it is in.  A possible solution could be a contract with a local gym in the 
Biltmore Park area, such as the YMCA, to allow students the opportunity to be active and make 
full use of the money we are paying toward WCU. 

• Yes, more assistance with locating and placing students with clinical preceptor sites at the 
graduate level.  This is done at the undergraduate level and I'm not sure why it can not be 
offered at the graduate level.  The very fact that students are asked to secure these on their 
own is asking a measure of them that is unnecessary, stressful, and frankly a reflection of the 
University's lack of successful marketing or establishing community relationships with a number 
of practice opportunities.  Their one success has been with the MAHEC program, but this could 
be replicated in other ways with other practices to offer equitably to all students.  

• Equal services at the Biltmore Park location!!  
• Counseling services at Biltmore Park 
• Funding for more guest speakers at Biltmore Park. 
• Budget allotment for paid guest speakers at BP, particularly those who can fill cultural and DEI 

gaps in instruction.  
• YMCA Memberships for Biltmore Park students since we pay a fee for the Cullowhee gym we 

don't have access to 
• Maybe some connections with local organizations (such as a membership or discounted 

membership at the YMCA) for students at Biltmore Park 
• If students at Biltmore Park are going to pay for services, please provide them accordingly. The 

YMCA is next door and would be a great substitute health center.  
• Free or low cost self defense classes for all students. Closer parking. More security in parking 

lots that are further away.  
• YMCA membership  
• Since grad students get charged with fees to cover benefits that are only redeemable at 

Cullowhee, consider giving access to the Y at Biltmore park with all of that money instead! That 
would increase protective factors against burn out. 

• Health, coubseling, bookstore, library at biltmore park  
• More services at Biltmore park (mental health, gym membership, etc.) 
• More at Biltmore, like library pick up/drop off, busing to main campus, better marketed events, 

a Biltmore newsletter, etc. 
• I feel that there should be more services/resources for those at Biltmore Park. 

 
Planning to Take Classes Online Next Year 

• More graduate scholarship opportunities for general scholarships. 
• Better student assistance outside of loans. Income based tuition fees.  
• Some waivers for international students like myself. Thanks 
• ways to give grad students a break on expenses as reward for hard work and percerverance, 

especially students with bachelor degree from WCU or local to the community. 
• More scholarships/grants for graduate students in online only programs  
• '- Flat rental fee for graduate texts books 

- Better graduate assistance 
- Release the documents related to committee member pay rates and how much of it comes 
from tuition and fees 
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• Tuition waiver for Graduate students who don't qualify for grants, discounts on books and more 
scholarships for Graduate students. 

• If when an internship starts and turns out to be unpaid and is the only placement available - it 
would be helpful if WCU could offer housing or help with a stipend for the duration of the 
unpaid internship. 

• A more flexible payment plan that offers more payment options in terms of monthly payments. 
• Classes that are relevant, engaging, and helpful 
• Textbook cost assistance. 
• An explanation of what subsidized and unsubsidized loans mean. Giving students the 

understanding on what they need to do to prepare for college both financially and through 
weighing out their options on transfer from a community college. I believe that if pedagogy and 
other things can be taught and brought up. Then surely finances which create a socioeconomic 
shift in persons that attend school should be brought to the surface, and explained in a way 
using terminology that an 18 year old can understand.  

• something for working, older adults that are trying to finish their degrees. 
• Im not sure but something that could pertain to graduate students so i dont fell like i am wasting 

my money even going there. My classes are all online/ internship and i am paying a lot of money 
just for ny teacher to not even teach the class!  

• More information on how to fund grad school. 
 


