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There was a children’s dog
show, for all kinds of canines,
and the day was filled with
weaving, chair caning, leather-
working, woodcarving, pottery,
needlework, glass staining for
and other crafts
booths and demonstrations.
Some folks showed how to rive
shingles, others how to press
cider, and how to shoe horses.

‘There was even a tobacco-

 sity, and Parris was selected to

be the first recipient by a
special university commiitee
headed by James E. Dooley,
vice chancellor f@r development

* and special services.

In a citation also awarded to

;*,

ives Herlta

the famed newspaperman and
author, the university said:

“The people of the mountains
owe an unpayable debt to John
Parris, the master chronicler of
their lives and their land. More
than any other person, he has
kept alive the wondrous ways,
the vanishing arts, the disap-
pearing days. and the lingering
legends that are the heritage of
the hills.”

Borrowmg from titles of
Parris’ four best-selling books,
the citation continued:

“In_‘roaming the mountains, -
John Parris justly may clglm :

ge Award

that these are ‘my mwntams
my people’ As one truly

_‘mountain bred,’ he has found in

‘these storied mountains’ old
times, magic moments the

seasons’ glories, and ferreted

_ out hidden lore, and through his

peerless writing, preserved
them for now, and for all time.

“Western Carolina University,

in grateful acknowledgement of :
his monumental work, presents
. its first Mountain

_ Heritage
Award to John Parris, brilliant
newspaperman,  distinguished
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- Asheville Citizen-Times,

spitting contest in the warm
midafternoon October sun.

As the evening came on, they
broke out the barbecue and then
the square dancers took over,
with music by Marc Pruett and
his New Day Country Band of
Asheville, and Doug Davis of
Cullowhee doing the calling.

And it was in the swirl and
excitement of all those tributes
to yesteryear, the flavor of
which might have been lifted
straight from one of his
columns or books, that John
Parris was honored.

The criteria for the award,

Dr. Robinson said, provide that i

it be made “for outstanding
contributions to the preser-
vation or interpretation of the
history and culture of Southern
Appalachia, or for outstanding

contributions to research on, or |

interpretation of, contemporary

or future problems which f‘

threaten the quality of hfe of
the people of the region.”

The work of Parris, Dr.
Robinson said, makes it “abun-
dantly clear that he satisfied
these criteria in every respect .

. for John Parris has done |
more than re-tell stories already
familiar . . . he has sought out
hidden stories, lost treasures,
and fast-fading memories and
brought them to robust and
vigorous life. His is painstaking
research, his is pioneering
work, capped by a writing style
that has illuminated our
heritage as it has not been
lighted before.”

Dr. Robinson also cited Par-
ris’ career as a wire serv-
ices reporter and war and
diplomatic correspondent — a

‘career that included coverage of

World War II in Europe and
North Africa and the founding

of the United Nations. He noted

that Parris’ newspaper work
began when he was in his early
teens, as a correspondent in
Jackson County for the
and
made him, at age 17, the chief

of the Raleigh bureau of United
Press

And to pomt up the inter-
national correspondent’s career
that many present-day readers
don’t know about, Robinson
quoted what Robert Bunnelle,
chairman ‘of the hoard of the

,‘:AP coverage of World War II
in Europe, wrote in a foreword
‘to a Parris book: ‘For long
| years, John Parris roamed a
' Blue Book world of royalty and
' diplomats as a reporter for
those great wire services — The
Vssot':ia,ted Press and United

. “We are glad that John
Parris always preferred the

. It was in the early 1950s that
arris gave up a brilliant wire
‘services career to return to
‘Western North Carolina, and

i Robinson also praised Parris’
‘work in assisting the ad-
'vancement of WCU and said

| proposing and working to bring
Ito reality the concept of a WCU
untain Heritage Center, on
which construction work soon
wﬂl begin.”
| Mrs. Parris, asked to stand
.with her husband as he received
{the citation, was described by
{Robinson as ‘“‘one we know
Imeans most to him . . . and
tknow of all his achievements,
‘John is most proud of having
I married Dorothy,”
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Columnist Honored

against the backdrop display of WCU’s
new Mountain Heritage Center, expected
to get under way in early 1977. (Photo by
Harry Duke) v

John Parris, Asheville Citizen-Times
columnist and author, received the
Western Carolina University Mountain
Heritage Award Saturday from WCU
Chancellor, Dr. H. F. Robinson, right,




