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Congratulations to our Spring 2025 Graduates!




STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS

Left: International Students Henrietta
Sackey, Christiana Asiedu, and Richard
Antwi celebrate at the International
Festival

Above: In January the first year cohort presented

their research projects from their Fall research
course

Left: Henrietta Sackey, Christiana Asiedu, and
Richard Antwi were awarded The Mary S. Jones
and Charles F. Wayte Graduate Scholarship
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Down: Dr. Lee Nickles, Associate Dean of
the College of Education and Allied
Professions, presents Heather McGuire
(part-time student) the Dale Carpenter
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Left: Christian Beamguard won the 2025

Outstanding Graduate Student in Higher
Education




Left: Mallory Ansell has been elected as
the 2025-2026 Vice President of Student
Advocacy and Affairs for the Graduate
Student Association.

Harley Leininger (pictured right) was
elected the 2025-2026 Chief of Staff for
the Graduate Student Association.

Right: Shannon Overman won the
2025 Residential Living’s Graduate of
the Year Award!

Left: Our Ghanaian Students,
Henrietta Sackey, Richard Antwi, and

Christiana Asiedu, celebrate Ghana’s
Independence Day on March 6",




2025 RESEARCH & SCHOLARSHIP
CONFERENCE

Left: Isabel Couture presenting “International
College Student Perceptions of Access to Outdoor

Recreation”

Above: Harley Leininger with Chancellor Brown
presenting “The Unfavorable Impact that Financial Aid
has on Low-Income Undergraduate College Students”

Left: Heather McGuire with Dr. Katerina Spasovska
(Communications) presenting “The Power of
Strengths: Education Students’ Perceptions of

Academic Coaching and Overcoming Challenges




Incoming Cohort

14 new students will join us in Fall 2025

Here are some facts about the incoming cohort:
13 of those students will be full-time and 1 will be part time
6 of the incoming students are joining us from outside the United States.

Examples of prior institutions attended by the incoming cohort include:
Ghana Institute of Management and Public Administration, Ohio State
University, University of Education Winneba, University of North Carolina
Greensboro, University of Cape Coast, Ural State Forest Engineering
University, and Western Carolina University.

Note: we are still interviewing and considering admitting
students for a Fall 2025 start on a rolling basis.



Alumni Highlights

Left: Dr. April Perry, Dr. Kelsey Jones and
Haley McLeod caught up with some
HESA alumni at the NASPA 2025
Conference in New Orleans, Louisana:
Jess Gonzalez c/o 2021, Cody Dunlap c/o
2018, Terry Chavis c/o 2017, , Anthony
Pohorilak c/o 2019, and Derek Kent

Right: Dr. Yancey Gulley visited some
HESA alumni at the ACPA Convention in E .
Long Beach, California. Sophie LeFevre [
c/0 2019, Gwyn Howard c/o 2023, Tyler
Davis c/o 2021, Victoria Bost c/o 2020



Alumni Highlights

Joshua Weltch c/o 2008 won the
2025 HESA/CSP Qutstanding
Alumni Award. Joshua is currently
the Director of Greek Life at the
University of Georgia.

Left: Dr. April Perry caught up with
alumni Isaiah Lunsford c/o 2023, Kayla

Patterson c/0 2023




HESA FACULTY UPDATES
Dr. Kelsey Jones Dr. Yancey Gulley

Just wrapped up multiple years of service to

Kelsey completed her first semester as a faculty
member! Faculty Senate, including serving as Chair.

Presented “I Can’t Present with You: The Work of

She successfully defended her disquisition titled

Using Trauma-Informed Educational Practices in Faculty in an Anti-DEI World” at the 2025 ACPA:
First-Year University Programming: Preventing College Student Educators International
Psychological Harm. Convention
«  Kelsey attended her first NASPA in New Orleans, LA . Will present “Suppression of Thinking:
and was able to connect with many HESA alum! Governmental Silencing and Control of Higher
«  She served on multiple committees and hearing Education” at the 5" International Sociological
boards for the university including Educational Association Forum on Sociology in Rabat,
Leadership Advisory Board, Campus Honors Advisory Morocco this summer.
Committee, and Title IX Hearing Board. o On May 3,2025 gave a commencement ceremony
. Kelsey graduated from the WCU Educational address entitled, “Threshold of Revelation” for
Leadership doctorate program in May. the Qualitative Research Program at North

Carolina State University

Dr. April Perry

Dr. April Perry is completing her 3% Yearas  |KildRMNE
Department Head of Human Services, and will | _'Il f“/
continue in this role next year. ' A
She is currently working on her next book on the
Graduate Student Experience, and will be the
Keynote speaker at 2 conferences on this topic over "-5-;""‘;'5'
the coming months.
Additionally, she and HESA Student, Charles &
Olanipekun, are also working on a book chapter for :
a text on international student success, which will
be published in 2026.



HESA Advisory Board

The HESA program Advisory Board is an essential part of the operation of the program. The group is
made up of professionals in the field of Higher Education Student Affairs, faculty with expertise related
to the field and our pedagogical orientation, alumni, and current students. We meet twice each year for
formal feedback and engage in informal communication frequently as these folx challenge and support

the program, our faculty, and our students. The picture above is from our Spring 2025 meeting.

From Left: Paul Schonorenberg, Carson Williams, Mallory Ansell, William Moultrie, Dr. April Perry,
Christian Beamguard, Dr. Yancey Gulley, Dr. Kelsey Jones, Dr. Betsy Aspinwall, Dr. Aarti Belara, Brandon
McCallum, Dr. Wes Milner



HELP US RECRUIT!

EARLY ADMISSIONS DEADLINE: MARCH 1st.
View our social media infographic HERE View our Fact Sheet HERE.
Recommend a student for us to reach out to HERE.
Sign up for an Open House event HERE.
Admissions Application available HERE.
Need a Summer Intern? If you have an available placement or would like more information,
contact us at HESA@wcu.edu.
Anytime you have news, please share it with us for future newsletters. See news and updates in
real time by following the HESA Faculty Facebook Page and on Instagram @wcuhesa

Please consider donating to the HESA
Student Professional Development and
Research Fund!

https://www.givecampus.com/campaigns/21212/donations/new



https://www.wcu.edu/WebFiles/PDFs/CEAP-HS-HESA_2024FactSheet.pdf
https://www.wcu.edu/learn/departments-schools-colleges/ceap/humanserv/hesa/recommend_a_student.aspx
https://www.wcu.edu/apply/graduate-school/admissions/graduate-school-open-house.aspx
https://gradadmissions.wcu.edu/apply/
https://www.givecampus.com/campaigns/21212/donations/new
https://www.givecampus.com/campaigns/21212/donations/new

