
WCU Graduate Student 
Application Guide

How to apply in Slate 



Tips Before Applying & Commonly Asked Questions  

• Check out your program’s 
requirements and application 
deadlines here. 

• You will be directed to an upload 
checklist to upload the necessary 
documents AFTER you have submitted 
your application. 

• Be aware of WCU Graduate School 
minimum requirements:

- Bachelor’s or master’s degree from a 
regionally accredited college/university 

- One unofficial transcript showing 
conferred bachelor’s/ master’s degree 
(an official one is required after you are 
an accepted student)

Why can’t I submit my application?

- Make sure you have provided all your program’s application 
requirements. 

What does missing recommenders mean?

- You do not have the correct number of recommenders. Review your 
program’s requirements and add the necessary amount. 

When will decisions be made?

- Decisions are based on individual program timelines. The Graduate 
School administers decisions but does not know when programs will 
complete the review process. 

Can I change my application term?

- Only admitted students can change their application term (with 
program approval & form). 

https://www.wcu.edu/apply/graduate-school/graduate-degree-programs/index.aspx


Where to apply 
• Go to https://gradadmissions.wcu.edu/apply/ or 

navigate the WCU Graduate School webpages.

https://gradadmissions.wcu.edu/apply/
https://www.wcu.edu/apply/graduate-school/graduate-degree-programs/index.aspx


Main Application Portal Page with Instructions 

https://gradadmissions.wcu.edu/apply/


Logging in: Returning Users
If you need to access your application or 
checklist portal, select Returning users to 
log in.



Application Portal Navigation 

After logging in, you will be directed to your application 
portal. If you have more than one application, you will 
select which application you’d like to work on.

Then, you will be directed to the first tab in 
the application titled Personal Background.



➢ Go back to all your applications 

➢ Fill out personal information

➢ Pick the graduate program you are interested in 

➢ NC RDS website will determine your residency number for tuition purposes 

➢ Document which colleges/ universities you’ve attended

➢ Provide recommender contact information (typically up to 3)

➢ Military questionnaire

➢ Community standards questionnaire 

➢ Electronically sign off on your application

➢ Review the missing sections of your application and hit submit! 

Application Tabs 

Some programs will require tabs such as test scores and essays. Review your program’s requirements accordingly. 

https://www.wcu.edu/apply/graduate-school/graduate-degree-programs/index.aspx


Upload materials by selecting what 
material you are uploading (drop 
down menu) and then choosing your 
file. 

After uploading your file, please allow 
up to 30 minutes for the Application 
Checklist to update. Green check 
marks indicate we have received your 
material, red X marks indicate we are 
missing that material. 

Application Status and 
Checklist 



Thank you for applying! 

• When a decision is made, you will receive an email about your application 
status update. Login to your portal to check this update. 

• Decisions are based on individual program timelines. The Graduate 
School administers decisions, but does not know when programs will 
complete the review process. 

• If you do not get accepted, you must reapply. Only transcripts can carry 
over to your next application. 

• If you have remaining application questions, please email grad@wcu.edu
or gradadmissions@wcu.edu. 

https://gradadmissions.wcu.edu/account/login?r=https%3a%2f%2fgradadmissions.wcu.edu%2fapply%2f
mailto:grad@wcu.edu
mailto:gradadmissions@wcu.edu

