Incident: Sexual Assault and Fondlings 

Date Reported: 10/04/21         

Location: Reynolds Residence Hall

Description of Incident: The Western Carolina University Police Department is investigating a report of a sexual assault and incidents of fondling.  These incidents occurred between the victims and a known suspect.  

If you have any information that might be associated with this warning, please contact the Western Carolina University Police Department at 828.227.8911.

Tips: 

Always remember, sexual violence is never the victim’s fault. Perpetrators are responsible for these crimes.

1. [bookmark: _Hlk7086485]Consent from WCU Code of Conduct– approval and permission to engage in mutually agreed upon sexual activity demonstrated by clear actions, words or writings. It is the responsibility of each party to make certain that the other has consented before engaging in sexual activity. Informed consent is freely and voluntarily given and it is mutually understood by all parties involved. An individual who engages in sexual activity when the individual knows, or reasonably should know, that the other person is physically or mental incapacitated has violated this policy. It is not an excuse that the responding party was intoxicated and therefore did not realize the incapacity of the other. If a person is under the age of legal consent, asleep, or Incapacitated as defined, there is no consent. If coercion, intimidation, threats and/or physical force are used, there is no consent. Consent is not to be inferred from silence, passivity, or lack of resistance, and relaying on non-verbal communication alone may result in a violation of this policy. Consent is not to be inferred from an existing or previous dating or sexual relationship. Even in the context of a relationship, there must be consent to engage in sexual activity. Consent to some form of sexual activity cannot be automatically taken as consent to any other form of sexual activity. Consent can be withdrawn at any time and requires an outward demonstration through understandable words or actions that clearly conveys that a party is no longer willing to engage in sexual activity. Once consent is withdrawn, the sexual activity must cease immediately
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