
 

2026 Cherokee Studies Summit 

“ᎤᏪᏘ ᏣᎳᎩ ᎢᏯᎩᏏᏐᏗ” Reclaiming Ancient Cherokee: 

Language, Memory, and Land Restoration 

WCU Bardo Arts Center 

 

Wednesday, March 25 

6:00 PM  Screening of PBS’s A Sacred Thread documentary followed by discussion  

 

Thursday, March 26 

9:00 AM  Onsite Registration (with coffee and pastries) 

9:30 AM  Connecting Generations: Digital Tools for Sharing Cherokee-Language Histories 

• Digital Archive for Indigenous Language Persistence (DAILP) 
• Eastern Cherokee Histories in Translation (ECHT) 

11:00 AM Cherokee Perspectives on Wellness Through the Arts  

• Trey Adcock (Center for Native Health) 
• Driver Blythe 
• Cherokee Studies student short film screening and discussion 

12:15 PM  Lunch at WCU Dining 

2:00 PM  The Story of Cherokee Studies at WCU 

• Mandy Choie 
• The Cherokee Studies Oral History Project 
• CS Alumni 

3:30 PM  Expanding the Story: Recent Works in Cherokee Scholarship 

• Julie Reed 
• Margaret Bender/Tom Belt 
• Ben Frey 

5:00 PM  Catered Hors d'oeuvres dinner (Bardo Atrium)  

5:30 PM  WCU Spring Social Dance at Niggli Theater with singer Jarrett Wildcatt 

 

Friday, March 27 



9:00 AM  Onsite registration with coffee and pastries 

9:05 AM  Living the Language: EBCI Adult Immersion Stories 

9:30 AM  Discussion of EBCI Tribal IRB process  

10:10 AM Reclaiming the Landscape: Cherokee Leadership in Cultural Site Restoration  

11:15 AM Cherokee Astronomy and EBCI Culturally Significant Sites 

12:15 PM Catered Box Lunch (Bardo Atrium) 

1:00 PM  Guided Tour of Cherokee Cultural Sites with Archaeologists  

• Wataga, Cowee, and Nikwasi mound sites 

 

 


