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Kit Cramer became president and CEO of the Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce in November of 

2010.  She has emphasized the importance of growing jobs, serving as a voice for business and helping 

Chamber members thrive while pursuing the Chamber’s mission of “Building Community Through 

Business.”  

Under her leadership, the Asheville Chamber was named national Chamber of the Year by the 

Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives in 2019 and the Chamber of the Year for North and 

South Carolina by the Carolinas Association of Chamber Executives in 2018. 

Prior to coming to Asheville, Cramer was president of the International Downtown Association (IDA), 

headquartered in Washington, DC.  

Before leading IDA, Cramer worked for the Charlotte Chamber of Commerce for 17 years.  She served as 

the organization’s executive director of Member Services where she worked with the Chamber’s 7 area 

chapters.  As a vice president in the Economic Development division she worked as a recruiter for new 

business as well as an advocate for existing businesses.  As group vice president for education she 

worked on education public policy and workforce development initiatives.  She also served as the 

organization’s vice president of Communications. 

Prior to her tenure at the Charlotte Chamber, she served as public information officer for two school 

systems. 

While in Charlotte, Cramer was elected as an at-large member of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of 

Education and served as vice-chair for three years. 



Cramer was named as one of Business North Carolina’s Power 100 in 2018 and 2019 and was one of 50 

participants in the North Carolina Influencers Project by the Charlotte Observer, the Raleigh News & 

Observer and the McClatchy Washington Bureau. 

Cramer just completed her two-year term as chair of the United Way of Asheville and Buncombe County 

in 2019. She serves on Buncombe County’s Early Childhood Committee and is a member of the Asheville 

City Schools Equity Collaborative. 

A graduate of the University of Florida with a degree in Journalism/PR, Cramer is a native of Jacksonville, 

Florida.  She has received the Certified Chamber Executive designation from the Association of Chamber 

of Commerce Executives.  She has been married to her husband, Mark, for 35 years.  They have two 

grown children, Kathryn and Mac, who live in Charlotte. 

 


