Liberal Studies Course Proposal
First-Year Seminar Course

Course proposals are reviewed for suitability in the Liberal Studies Program, based on objectives and goals outlined in the Liberal Studies Document and website (www.wcu.edu/23746.asp).

Proposers are encouraged to consult with the Oversight Committee early in proposal preparation.

The primary goal of the First-Year Seminar is to introduce students to intellectual life at the university level. The First-Year Seminar component addresses the Student Sense of Place, Liberal Arts and Sciences Emphasis, Fundamental Skills, Integration of Knowledge, Moral Reflection, and Faculty Commitment components of the Fundamental Principles. The First-Year Seminar will introduce students to the importance of Liberal Studies in a university education. It will help students to see the necessity for reasoning and communication proficiencies as foundations for life-long intellectual and professional growth. The type of exploration of ideas characteristic of a seminar will help students begin to see that important cultural, social, economic and political issues of a global society are not limited to the traditional boundaries of the academic disciplines or the specializations of the professions. The First-Year Seminar should encourage students to discuss serious ideas and develop rigorous intellectual habits.

First-Year Seminar sections will be limited to no more than 22 students. Seminars must have a significant writing component based on rigorous reading and seminar-format discussions. The First-Year Seminar course will perform a balancing act between a required common learning experience for all students who take the course and the freedom for individual faculty to pursue disciplinary interests. The First-Year Seminar course may incorporate common themes, such as examining general modes of inquiry as distinct from discipline-specific studies. The First-Year Seminar could be a home for a common theme for the academic year and the use of a common reading, including participation by the text's author in campus-wide intellectual activities. However, such themes would be of limited importance compared to the instructor's disciplinary interests.

Course Prefix and Number:      
Course Title:      
Course Proposer(s):      
Department:      
Course Catalog Description (copy from front of AA-5):      
Indicate how this First-Year Seminar--limited to 22 students--will: 

1) Offer an intensive exploration and application of selected concepts, principles, theories, and modes of inquiry. 
     
2) Include a significant writing component incorporating rigorous reading and information use. 

     
3) Promote seminar-format discussions, including critical analysis of arguments. 

     
4) Assess student accomplishment with examinations, projects, and/or presentations. 
     
5) Address the overall objectives of the Liberal Studies Program. 
     
6) Encourage students to develop rigorous intellectual habits as they begin their university studies. 
     
