Five major research projects conducted by Donald L. McCabe of Rutgers University (founder and first president of the Center for Academic Integrity) have had disturbing, provocative, and challenging results, among them the following:
 
On most campuses, over 75% of students admit to some cheating.  In surveys conducted in 1990, 1992, and 1995 involving almost 7,000 on 26 small-to-medium-sized campuses, almost 80% of undergraduate student respondents reported one or more incidents of cheating.
 
Chronic cheating is also prevalent.  On campuses without honor codes, one in five students (one in four on larger campuses) self-reported more than three incidents of explicit cheating on tests and examinations.  On campuses with honor codes, only one in sixteen students reported such levels.
 
Faculties are reluctant to report students for cheating.  Less than half of 800 faculty surveyed on 16 campuses in 1992 have ever reported an incident of cheating in their classroom. Student survey data suggest that cheating is highest in those courses where it is well known that faculty ignore cheating or fail to report it.
 
Longitudinal comparisons show significant increases in explicit test/examination cheating and unpermitted collaboration.  The number of students self-reporting instances of unpermitted collaboration at nine medium-to-large state universities increased from 11% in 1963 to 49% in 1993.  This trend seems to be continuing: Between 1990 and 1995, instances of unpermitted collaboration at 31 small-to-medium schools increased from 30% to 38%.
 
Source: The Center for Academic Integrity, 2000

Select honor pledges from various universities across the United States:

University of Maryland:

On every examination, paper or other academic exercise not specifically exempted by the instructor, the student shall write by hand and sign the following pledge:

“I pledge on my honor that I have not given or received any unauthorized assistance on this examination.”
University of Virginia:

The student is often required to sign all examinations or assignments with the following pledge:

"On my honor, I pledge that I have neither given  nor received help on this assignment."

Princeton:

Students write and sign the honor pledge, "I pledge my honor that I have not violated the Honor Code during this examination," on every in-class exam.

Texas A&M University:
On all course work, assignments, and examinations at Texas A&M University, the following Honor Pledge shall be preprinted and signed by the student:

“On my honor, as an Aggie, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this academic work.”

Virginia Commonwealth University:

“On my honor, I have neither given nor received aid on this assignment, and I pledge that I am in compliance with the VCU Honor System.”
James Madison University: 

Each examination, paper and other written or electronically submitted assignment is submitted pursuant to the Honor Code, and shall contain the following pledge (or similar pledge approved by the faculty or staff member) of the student(s) submitting the work: "This work complies with the JMU Honor Code."

West Point:

''A cadet will not lie, cheat or steal, or tolerate those who do.''

Clemson University:

"I have neither given nor received aid on this examination."

Select Honor Pledges from UNC System Schools:

Appalachian State University:

"I have not violated the Appalachian State University Academic Integrity Code."

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill:

Students sign a pledge on all graded academic work certifying that no unauthorized assistance has been received or given in the completion of the work.

Faculty members should require students to sign the honor pledge as a condition of submitting academic assignments.

“I pledge that no unauthorized assistance has been received or given in the completion of this work.”

University of North Carolina at Greensboro:

“I have abided by the academic integrity policy on this assignment.”
Comparison of WCU with select sister institutions:

Georgia Southern University:

(Students required to login to school’s system and acknowledge comprehension of/compliance with the following statement):

“On my honor, I pledge to be academically honest in all my coursework and will not tolerate the academic dishonesty of others. I also pledge to engage in ethical behavior on- campus and off-campus, to live an honorable lifestyle, and to create a campus environment that is characterized by individual responsibility, civility, and integrity.”

Towson University:

No honor pledge

Western Kentucky University:

No honor pledge

Shippensburg University:
No honor pledge

