WESTERN CAROLINA UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WORK
Sample Course Plan for MSW Program

Classes are held at WCU’s Main Campus in Cullowhee and at WCU'’s Biltmore Park Instructional Site in south
Asheville. Most classes are face-to-face with full time WCU Department of Social Work faculty; some classes
are taught online, in a hybrid online/face-to-face format, or in both locations simultaneously using synchronous
streaming technology. Adjunct faculty teach electives related to their field of full-time practice.

FULL-TIME MSW PROGRAM (complete in 2 years)

15t FALL SEMESTER (Foundation Curriculum) 15t SPRING SEMESTER (Foundation Curriculum)

e SOCW 551: Social Policy e SOCW 535: Research (waiver exam available)

e SOCW 534: Human Behavior in the Social e SOCW 564: Organizational and Community
Environment (waiver exam available) Practice

e SOCW 553: Practice I: Foundations of Social e SOCW 586: Foundation Field Practicum (24
Work Practice hours per week in a social services agency)

e SOCW 562: Practice Il: Assessment and e SOCW 596: Foundation Field Seminar
Psychopathology e  SOCW Elective (a total of 3 social work

e SOCW 504: Diversity, Difference, and Social electives must be taken during the MSW
Justice program)

SUMMER SEMESTER optional — Select Electives Available

2" FALL SEMESTER (Specialization Curriculum)

e SOCW 627: Practice lllI: Clinical Interventions
with Individuals

e SOCW 662: Practice IV: Interventions with
Families and Groups

e SOCW 686: Adv Field Practicum & Integrative
Seminar | (24 hours per week in a social work
agency with a Field Seminar class that meets 5
times per semester)

o SOCW Elective (if not taken during summer)

2" SPRING SEMESTER (Specialization Curriculum)

e SOCW 664: Leadership and Management

e SOCW 673: Rural Community Advocacy

e SOCW 687: Advanced Field Practicum &
Integrative Seminar Il (24 hours per week in a
social work agency with a Field Seminar class
that meets 5 times per semester)

o  SOCW Elective (if not taken during summer)

PART-TIME MSW PROGRAM (complete in 4 years)

Students can complete the MSW program as a part-time student by splitting the Foundation and Specialization
years into two years each. Some students choose to complete the program in three years by completing one
half of the curriculum (either Foundation or Specialization) as a full-time student and the other half (either
Foundation or Specialization) as a part-time student. Switching from part-time to full-time status requires the
written approval of the MSW Program Director.

15t FALL SEMESTER (Foundation Curriculum) 15t SPRING SEMESTER (Foundation Curriculum)
e SOCW 553: Practice I: Foundations of Social e SOCW 535: Research
Work Practice e SOCW 564: Organizational and Community
e SOCW 562: Practice Il: Assessment and Practice
Psychopathology o  SOCW Elective (a total of 3 social work
e SOCW 504: Diversity, Difference, and Social electives must be taken during the MSW
Justice program; in the part-time program, they can be

taken any semester after the first fall semester)

1t SUMMER SEMESTER optional — Select Electives Available
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2" FALL SEMESTER (Foundation Curriculum) 2" SRING SEMESTER (Foundation Curriculum)
e SOCW 551: Social Policy e SOCW 586: Foundation Field Practicum (24
e SOCW 534: Human Behavior in the Social hours per week in a social service agency)
Environment e SOCW 596: Foundation Field Seminar

2" SUMMER SEMESTER optional — Select Electives Available

3" FALL SEMESTER (Specialization Curriculum) 3" SPRING SEMESTER (Specialization Curriculum)
e SOCW 627: Practice Ill: Clinical Interventions e SOCW 664: Leadership and Management
with Individuals e SOCW 673: Rural Community Advocacy

e SOCW 662: Practice IV: Interventions with
Families and Groups

3" SUMMER SEMESTER optional — Select Electives Available

4™ FALL SEMESTER (Specialization Curriculum) 4" SPRING SEMESTER (Specialization Curriculum)
e SOCW 686: Advanced Field Practicum | (24 e SOCW 687: Advanced Field Practicum Il (24
hours per week in a social work agency with a hours per week in a social work agency with a
Field Seminar class that meets 5 times per Field Seminar class that meets 5 times per
semester) semester)

Fall Semesters MSW Curriculum Map Spring Semesters

Research with vulnerable ——|
populations SOCW 535 - Research

SOCW 504 - Diversity, Difference, and Social Justice

) ) ) Needs assessments
Ethics of social work practice

; . ; Research
SOCW 553 - Practice 1: Foundations peoplein—| SOCW 564 - Organizational and Community Practice [and
groups practice

E . £ L connection
Typical and atypical Xperiences o Organizational

h behavi people in context dynamics
uman behavior SOCW 534 - HBSE — w

skill application in SOCW 586 - Foundation Field Practicum
Jactlce settlng

Foundation Curriculum

SOCW 562 - Practice 2: Assessment & Psychopathology

Impacts of Application of all competencies and behaviors

/ﬁ policy on
i

+Three SOCW 551 - Social Policy _preciee

Social Work

Electives

SOCW 596 - Foundation Field Seminar

Supervising clinical
practice

SOCW 664 - Leadership and Management

SOCW 627 - Practice 3: Clinical Int. with Individuals
\Use of interventions
with different
client types w

SOCW 662 - Practice 4: Familes and Groups

Organizational leadership Leadership in rural communities

Practicing
in rural
communities

SOCW 673 - Rural Community Advocacy

Special considerations of

Skill working in rural communities
application </
in practice SOCW 686 - Adv Field Practicum & Seminar

setting

Specialization Curriculum
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