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Six Languages Featured in 
Annual Poetry Event 

The Department of World Languages held its 
fourth annual World Languages Poetry Event on 
February 15. Most participants selected well-
known poems or songs to share with the 
audience, although some participants read their 
own original poetry, and one student performed 
a song on a guitar. Students and faculty 
presented works in French, Japanese, Spanish, 
German, Chinese, and ASL before an audience of 
over 40 attendees in UC Illusions. 

Since 2015, the yearly event has been 
coordinated by Mr. Garrett Fisher, a lecturer in 
Spanish. This year, however, Psychology and 
Spanish student Kayla Boger took an active role in 
organizing it and even served as host. The 
Department of World Languages is very proud of 
Kayla’s efforts to bring our university community 
together for this event and extends its 
appreciation to all the students and faculty who 
made the event so special by sharing their love 
for languages and poetry.
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Upper-level courses for Fall 2018
Registration time is here! Take a look at the Fall 2018 upper-level offerings for Spanish 
and talk to your professor or your advisor if you have any questions. 

SPAN 301 Conversation and Composition I TR 8:00-9:45 García-Castañón

SPAN 321 Hispanic Cultures I TR 9:30-10:45 García-Castañón

SPAN 401 Contrastive Features (Span/Eng) TR 2:00-3:15 Centeno-Pulido

SPAN 452 Advanced Oral Communication MW 2:30-3:45 Oxford

SPAN 471 Translation and Interpretation TR 3:30-4:45 Fisher

SPAN 493 1000 Years of Poetry in Spain TR 12:30-1:45 García-Castañón

Spanish professor Santiago García-Castañón has been busy! Here are some 
highlights of his recent scholarly activity:

His article “El español en la enseñanza universitaria de los Estados Unidos: retos 
y oportunidades”  has just been published in the Actas del II Encuentro de 
Profesores de Español en Bulgaria.  Sofía: Instituto Cervantes, 2017; pp. 31-41.
His poetry collection La vida es lo que pasa has been selected by the Puerto Rico 
International Poetry Festival to be published this spring with Proyecto Editorial 
La Chifurnia.
His novel El coleccionista is under contract with the Spanish publishing house 
Ediciones Camelot and is scheduled to be released in Spain this summer.
His poem “Crearte en el idioma” will be included in the second edition of the 
Spanish textbook Día a día, by Holly Nibert and Annie R. Abbott (Pearson 
Education).
On Feb 5-8 he attended the Fifth Congreso Internacional de Historia y 
Literatura “2018: la historia en el recuerdo” in Havana, Cuba, where he 
presented the paper “Los sonetos preliminares de Espejo de paciencia: análisis 
métrico y estilístico.”
He has been invited to the upcoming Puerto Rico International Poetry Festival, 
for which a selection of his poetry will be published. This will be his tenth 
published poetry collection.

This summer the 9th annual WCU en Valencia 
t r i p w i l l t a k e p l a c e o n t h e S p a n i s h 
Mediterranean. While living with host families 
and studying with WCU professors, students 
will earn six hours of upper-level Spanish credit 
for their major or minor. Want to participate this 
year? It may not be too late - ask Alberto 
Centeno-Pulido or Lori Oxford how to make it 
happen!                   
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ALUMNI PROFILES 

JUAN BAUTISTA 
BS in Biology, with minors in both Spanish and Chemistry, 2015 
Juan says: “Mi trabajo me permite usar el español todos los 
días. Actualmente estoy trabajando para Blue Ridge 
Community Health Services en Hendersonville, en donde 
tengo la oportunidad de ayudar a la comunidad 
hispanohablante trabajando como intérprete. Esta es una 
posición que me encanta ya que he podido expandir mi 
vocabulario médico, en español e inglés, y al mismo tiempo 
aprender sobre la medicina, dos cosas que me apasionan. Mi 
meta es hacer una carrera en el campo de la medicina y al 
mismo tiempo dar mis servicios a la comunidad latinx y seguir 
usando mi primer idioma que es el español.  
(For readers who don’t know Spanish: My work allows me to use 

Spanish every day. I am currently working for Blue Ridge Community Health Services in 
Hendersonville where I have the opportunity to help the Spanish-speaking community working 
as an interpreter. This is a position that I love because I’ve been able to expand my medical 
vocabulary in Spanish and English, and at the same time learn about medicine, two things that 
I really love. My goal is to have a career in the medical field and at the same time be able to 
provide my services to the Latinx community and continue to use my first language, which is 
Spanish.)  

Student work published
Essays by two students in WCU’s Spanish Program, 
Jarod Kirby and Cristal Martínez, will be published 
in the Spring 2018 issue of Women, Gender, and 
Families of Color, a multidisciplinary journal that 
features issues concerning Black, Latina, Indigenous, and 
Asian American women, gender, and families. The 
upcoming issue’s theme will be “Civil Discourse: the 
University Experience.”

¡Enhorabuena, Jarod y Cristal!

https://www.press.uillinois.edu/journals/wgfc.html
https://www.press.uillinois.edu/journals/wgfc.html
https://www.press.uillinois.edu/journals/wgfc.html
https://www.press.uillinois.edu/journals/wgfc.html
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WCUSpanish Student Profiles:
ESTHER RIVAS

Where are you from? Where have you lived?
I am from Queens, New York, and I moved to Hudson, North 
Carolina with my parents when I was younger.

What are some places you have traveled?
I have traveled to El Salvador, Spain, and Cuba. In El Salvador, my 
mother, siblings and I visited for 3 months. My siblings and I met 
my mom’s whole family!
Through WCU, I have been able to travel to some beautiful 
places that I never dreamed of going! I was able to study abroad 
with both Lori Oxford and Alberto Centeno-Pulido. Although I 
am of Hispanic heritage, the cultures were new and exciting. I 
learned a lot from each place that I will never forget! 

Last semester I was in the Cuban cultures class and had the opportunity to travel to Cuba. I was not 
about to give up that once-in-a-lifetime chance!!! It left the most significant impression.  There is a 
reason people tell you "don't always believe everything you hear”! People NEED to experience Cuba for 
themselves!
You are majoring in Spanish and minoring in TESOL.  Why did you choose these, particularly 
in this combination?
I chose this particular combination because I believe it would not only benefit my future students but 
me, as well. I grew up in a Spanish-speaking home. I knew how to speak Spanish but I couldn't tell you 
any rules or parts of speech I was using. This may sound silly, but I thought it was about time to 
appreciate my Hispanic roots and actually learn my language! The more I know, the better teacher I can 
be for my students, as well as a better aid for those who need interpretation/translation.

How do you foresee using Spanish in the future?
I see myself being an advocate for those who may not have 
someone to speak up for them, whether it is my future students, 
friends, or strangers.

At left:
With a statue of John 
Lennon in Havana, Cuba.

At right: 
At the castle in Játiva, a 
city in the Valencian 
Community, Spain.
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Do you know a student in the Spanish program or an alumna or alumnus with an 
interesting story? Is there an event of interest to Spanish study that we should announce 

here? Let us know! Contact the Spanish Program coordinator with your news.  

Like the Spanish Program on facebook:  Spanish @ WCU 
Like the World Languages Dept. on facebook: World Languages @ WCU 

¡Muchas gracias! 
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Upcoming language-related events: 

Monday, Feb. 26th 
5:30 - 6:30 pm 
Tuck’s Tap & Grille

¡Tertulia! 
-weekly conversation hour in Spanish

Tuesday, Mar. 13th 
5:00 - 6:00 pm 
Tuck’s Tap & Grille

¡Tertulia! 
-weekly conversation hour in Spanish

Monday, Mar. 19th 
4:30 - 5:30 pm 
McKee 129

World Languages Student Research Showcase 
-students share their language-related work with the university community

Monday, Mar. 26th 
5:30 - 4:30 pm 
Tuck’s Tap & Grille

¡Tertulia! 
-weekly conversation hour in Spanish

Interested in participating in research-oriented events? Talk to faculty in the Spanish program to 
find out more.

Possible Alumni Trip to Spain in Summer 2019 
Are you a WCU Spanish alum? Will you be one by summer 2019? Would you 
like to travel to Spain with WCU faculty? The Spanish Program is planning a 
trip for May or June 2019 to raise funds for a study abroad scholarship. The 
itinerary and budget aren’t finalized, but it all depends on what the alumni 
want to see. If you are interested, contact the Spanish Program coordinator 
to share your preferences. 

mailto:lfoxford@wcu.edu?subject=Ideas%20for%20Spanish%20newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/groups/825762244239387/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/languages.wcu/?multi_permalinks=1497087673737523&notif_id=1515961677681382&notif_t=feedback_reaction_generic
mailto:lfoxford@wcu.edu?subject=
mailto:lfoxford@wcu.edu?subject=
mailto:lfoxford@wcu.edu?subject=Ideas%20for%20Spanish%20newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/groups/825762244239387/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/languages.wcu/?multi_permalinks=1497087673737523&notif_id=1515961677681382&notif_t=feedback_reaction_generic

