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CONCEPT STATEMENT
INTEGRATING EXPANSIVE MOUNTAINOUS VIEWS WITH SUSTAINABLE, UNIVERSAL DESIGN TO PROVIDE COMFORTABLE, AFFORDABLE HOMES IN A
DEVELOPING COMMUNITY THAT IS FOCUSED ON ESTABLISHING RELATIONSHIPS UNDER THE UMBRELLA OF SIMILAR INTERESTS, LIFESTYLES, AND
GOALS. A CENTRALLY LOCATED, ACCESSIBLE COMMUNITY GARDEN, AND VARIOUS OUTDOOR AREAS WILL ENHANCE THE APPEAL OF COMMUNITY
LIVING. APPLYING WELL BUILDING STANDARDS, AGING IN PLACE FEATURES, AND SOURCING LOCAL MATERIALS, THE FINISHES WILL ENSURE THE
WELL-BEING AND SAFETY OF OCCUPANTS, WHILE KEEPING THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT TO A MINIMUM. EACH HOME AND FACILITY AT CONNECT
MORE WILL BE ADA COMPLIANT, TAKING EACH ASPECT OF EVERYDAY LIVING INTO CONSIDERATION FOR ALL.

CLIENT PROFILE
MOUNTAIN PROJECTS IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION FOCUSED ON CREATING SOLUTIONS FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HOUSING ASSISTANCE. THIS
ORGANIZATION DEALS WITH CLIENTS THAT HAVE DIFFERENT ABILITIES AND SOCIOECONOMIC BACKGROUND. MOUNTAIN PROJECTS APPROACHED
OUR DESIGN GROUP WITH A DESIRE TO CREATE OPERABLE SPACES FOR ALL DEMOGRAPHICS BUT ASKED US TO FOCUS ON THE VETERAN
DEMOGRAPHIC SPECIFICALLY. IN HAYWOOD COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA, THE MOST POPULOUS AGE GROUP OF VETERANS IS A RANGE BETWEEN 65
AND 70 YEARS. THIS INFORMED OUR GROUP TO MAKE OUR FLOOR PLANS AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT COMPLIANT, UNIVERSALLY DESIGNED
AND BUILT TO WELL STANDARDS.

IN COLLABORATION WITH MOUNTAIN PROJECTS, PATSY DAVIS, BRUCE CRAWFORD, NATHAN CLARK, & WCU SOCIAL SERVICE STUDENTS, WE HAVE
DESIGNED & CREATED HOMES & AN OVERALL COMMUNITY FOR THOSE IN NEED OF LOW INCOME HOUSING IN HAYWOOD COUNTY, NC.

DESIGNED WITH WELL BUILDING STANDARDS IN MIND, OUR DESIGN PROMOTES HEALTHY LIVING & WELLBEING THROUGH AIR, WATER,
NOURISHMENT, LIGHT, FITNESS, COMFORT & MIND FEATURES. EACH STRUCTURE IS DESIGNED TO MEET ADA STANDARDS, & THE COMMUNITY AS A
WHOLE, INCLUDES LOW RISE STAIRS,& RAMPS, LOW THRESHOLDS, & SINGLE LEVEL HOMES & PUBLIC FACILITIES.

TEAM JUSTICE WAS TASKED WITH FOCUSING ON DESIGNING FOR VETERANS IN NEED OF HOUSING IN HAYWOOD COUNTY, NC. WORKING WITH
WCU’S SOCIAL SERVICE STUDENTS, WE FOUND THAT ONLY A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF VETERANS IN HAYWOOD COUNTY ARE CURRENTLY IN NEED OF
HOUSING, AS MOST VETERANS IN THAT AREA ARE ABOVE THE POVERTY LINE. THROUGH OUR OWN RESEARCH & INTERVIEWS WITH VETERANS WE
FOUND THAT VETERANS HAVE VERY SPECIFIC NEEDS AND WANTS WHEN IT COMES TO THE LOCATION & LAYOUT OF THEIR HOMES WHICH WE HAVE
ADDRESSED IN OUR DESIGNS.



OUR TEAM FOCUSED ON WORDS THAT
DEFINE UNITY. CONNECT. WHAT ARE
SOME WAYS THAT INDIVIDUALS
CONNECT? BOARD GAMES! OUT OF
THIS THOUGHT PROCESS, THE
COMMUNITY OF CONNECT MORE WAS
BORN.

CONNECT MORE COMMUNITY
INCLUDES A COLOR CODING SYSTEM
FOR WAYFINDING, IN ADDITION TO
ILLUMINATED HOME & FACILITY
NUMBERS, SIGNAGE, & MAPS
THROUGHOUT THE COMMUNITY.

WIDE, WELL-LIT WALKWAYS WITH
SHELTERED BENCH SEATING, RAMPS, &
LOW-RISE STAIRS WILL ENABLE THOSE
WITH LIMITED MOBILITY TO FREELY
MOVE ABOUT THE COMMUNITY.

IN ADDITION TO HOUSING, CONNECT
MORE INCLUDES:
= A CENTRALLY LOCATED COMMUNITY
GARDEN & SEPARATE SCENT
GARDEN-COMMUNITY MAINTAINED &
ACCESSIBLE TO ALL RESIDENTS.
CONNECT & POUR (CAFE/DELI)
SERVING LOCALLY SOURCED,
HEALTHY FOOD OPTIONS & FAIR
TRADE COFFEE.
THE CONNECT STORE (SUNDRIES
STORE)-PROVIDING A SMALL
SELECTION OF EVERYDAY NEEDS TO
RESIDENTS.
CONNECT FOR FooD (PAVILION)-FOR
A FARMER’S MARKET & EVENTS.
*EACH OF THESE FACILITIES WILL BE
OPEN TO THE PUBIC & WILL NOT ONLY
PROVIDE JOBS FOR RESIDENTS, BUT
BRING REVENUE INTO THE COMMUNITY.
= A COMMUNITY CENTER WITH
FITNESS EQUIPMENT, FITNESS &
NUTRITION INFORMATION &
COURSES OFFERED BY HAYwWOOD
COUNTY HEALTH DEPT) & ON-SITE
CHILD CARE.
GREENWAY (WALK, BIKE)
PLAYGROUND WITH /2 BASKETBALL
COURT
RECYCLING DEPOT
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WORKING/ CRAFT SHOP)-
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STUDIO UNIT
608 saQ. FT.

ADA HIGHLIGHTS:
« MIN. 3’6” CLEAR PATHWAYS
« 3’ WIDE DOOR OPENINGS
« ZERO THRESHOLD SHOWER
 SHOWER & TOILET GRAB BARS
* PULL DOWN CLOSET BARS
 1/4” EGRESS THRESH HOLDS
e CUSTOM CABINETRY FOR WHEELCHAIR
ACCESS

v VANITY (*ADJUSTABLE)

v" KITCHEN SINK

v" RANGE TOP
e 30 /2” COUNTERTOP HEIGHT
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1 BED/ 1 BATH UNIT
600 sQ. FT.

UNIVERSAL DESIGN HIGHLIGHTS:
« OPEN CONCEPT & SMALL
FOOTPRINT FOR EASE OF
MOBILITY & MANAGEABILITY
« HIGH RISE TOILETS
« EASILY OPERABLE, WINDOWS,
DOORS, CABINETS, & DRAWERS
& LIGHT SWITCHES
» PUSH TO OPEN WINDOWS
» MANUAL SLIDE LEVER
MOUNTED AT 4’ FOR
CLERESTORY WINDOWS
» LEVER DOOR HANDLES
» ROCKER PANELS
e PUSH TO OPEN CABINETRY
TEXTURED, SLIP RESISTANT
FLOORING THROUGHOUT
« KEYLESS ENTRY
« TIMED LED HOUSE NUMBER
LIGHTING SO THAT THE HOME
CAN BE LOCATED EASILY BY THE
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2 BED/ 1BATH UNIT
875 SQ.FT.

COST EFFICIENT HIGHLIGHTS:

e LOCALLY SOURCED BUILDING
MATERIALS

e SMALL FOOTPRINT

« SIMPLE GEOMETRIC SHAPE TO
KEEP BUILDING COSTS DOWN

« UNFINISHED MILL WORK &
INTERIOR DOORS TO BE
FINISHED ON SITE WITH CHEAP,
SUSTAINABLE FINISHES
(COFFEE, TEA STAIN & WATER-
BASED SEALER)
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2 BED/2 BATH UNIT
1000 sQ. FT.

VETERANS NEEDS/WANTS

HIGHLIGHTS:

« CENTRALLY LOCATED ACCESS
POINTS TO ALL ROOMS

e CLEAR SIGHTLINES THROUGHOUT
FROM EACH ACCESS POINT

« WINDOWS THAT ARE LOCATED
3’6 (SILL HEIGHT) FROM FINISHED
FLOOR FOR ADDED SECURITY

« KEYLESS ENTRY/DEADBOLT

« ADDED INSULATION FOR SOUND
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3 BED/2 BATH UNIT
1200 sQ. FT.
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