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Concept Statement

Integrating expansive mountainous views with sustainable, universal design to provide comfortable, affordable homes in a 

developing community that is focused on establishing relationships under the umbrella of similar interests, lifestyles, and 

goals. A centrally located, accessible community garden, and various outdoor areas will enhance the appeal of community 

living. Applying WELL building standards, aging in place features, and sourcing local materials, the finishes will ensure the

well-being and safety of occupants, while keeping the environmental impact to a minimum. Each home and facility at Connect 

More will be ADA compliant, taking each aspect of everyday living into consideration for all. 

In collaboration with Mountain Projects, Patsy Davis, Bruce Crawford, Nathan Clark, & WCU social service students, we have 

designed & created homes & an overall community for those in need of low income housing in Haywood County, NC.

designed with WELL building standards in mind, our design promotes healthy living & wellbeing through air, water, 

nourishment, light, fitness, comfort & mind features. Each structure is designed to meet ADA standards, & the community as a 

whole, includes low rise stairs,& ramps, low thresholds, & single level homes & public facilities. 

Team Justice was tasked with focusing on designing for veterans in need of housing in Haywood County, NC. Working with 

WCU’s social service students, we found that only a small percentage of veterans in Haywood County are currently in need of 

housing, as most veterans in that area are above the poverty line. Through our own research & interviews with veterans we 

found that veterans have very specific needs and wants when it comes to the location & layout of their homes which we have 

addressed in our designs. 

Client Profile

Mountain Projects is a non-profit organization focused on creating solutions for those in need of housing assistance. This 

organization deals with clients that have different abilities and socioeconomic background. Mountain Projects approached 

our design group with a desire to create operable spaces for all demographics but asked us to focus on the veteran 

demographic specifically. In Haywood County, North Carolina, the most populous age group of veterans is a range between 65 

and 70 years. This informed our group to make our floor plans Americans with Disabilities Act compliant, universally designed

and built to WELL standards.



our team focused on words that 

define unity. Connect. What are 

some ways that individuals 

connect? Board games! Out of 

this thought process, the 

community of Connect More was 

born.

Connect More Community 

includes a color coding system 

for wayfinding, in addition to 

illuminated home & facility 

numbers, signage, & maps 

throughout the community. 

Wide, well-lit walkways with 

sheltered bench seating, ramps, & 

low-rise stairs will enable those 

with limited mobility to freely 

move about the community.

In addition to housing, Connect 

more includes:

▪ a centrally located community 

garden & separate scent 

garden-community maintained & 

accessible to all residents.

▪ Connect & Pour (Café/Deli) 

Serving locally sourced, 

healthy food options & fair 

trade coffee.

▪ The Connect Store (Sundries 

store)-Providing a small 

selection of everyday needs to 

residents.

▪ Connect For Food (Pavilion)-for 

A Farmer’s market & events.

*Each of these facilities will be 

open to the pubic & will not only 

provide jobs for residents, but 

bring revenue into the community.

▪ A Community center with 

fitness equipment, fitness & 

nutrition information & 

courses offered by Haywood 

County Health Dept) & on-site 

child care.

▪ Greenway (walk, bike)

▪ Playground with ½ basketball 

court

▪ Recycling Depot

▪ Connect 4x4 (garage)-

Community operated 

▪ Connect 2x4 (Wood-

working/Craft Shop)-

Community operated



Rendered Plan View

Shelly

Studio Unit

608 sq. ft.

ADA Highlights:

• Min. 3’6” Clear pathways

• 3’ wide door openings

• Zero threshold shower

• Shower & toilet grab bars

• Pull down closet bars

• ¼” Egress thresh holds

• Custom cabinetry for wheelchair 

access

✓ Vanity (*Adjustable)

✓ Kitchen Sink

✓ Range top 

• 30 ½” Countertop height

• Table height dining

• Freezer door with side swing

• Cabinet mounted oven with side swing 

door

• Shallow kitchen sink

• Dishwasher drawer

• Single unit washer/dryer

• No upper cabinets

Exterior

Kitchen/Dini

ng 

Furniture Plan

Dimensioned Floor Plan

Kitchen/Dining 

West Elevation

Living Room 

East Elevation

Bathroom shower &

Laundry areas

Custom Cabinetry
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Makayla

1 bed/1 bath unit

600 sq. ft.

Universal Design Highlights:

• Open concept & small 

footprint for ease of 

mobility & manageability

• High rise toilets

• Easily operable, windows, 

doors, cabinets, & drawers 

& light switches

➢ Push to open windows

➢ Manual slide lever 

mounted at 4’ for 

clerestory windows

➢ Lever door handles

➢ Rocker Panels

• Push to open cabinetry

• Textured, slip resistant 

flooring throughout

• Keyless entry

• Timed LED house number 

lighting so that the home 

can be located easily by the 

resident & 911 personnel

• Table height dining

• Remote controlled ceiling 

fans, & mini-split unit

Living, Dining &  

Kitchen

Bedroom

Rendered Plan View

Furniture Plan

Dimensioned Floor Plan

Bedroom 

North Elevation

Kitchen 

East Elevation

Exterior 
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Jennalee

2 bed/1bath unit

875 sq. ft.

Cost efficient highlights:

• Locally sourced building 

materials

• Small footprint

• Simple geometric shape to 

keep building costs down

• Unfinished mill work & 

interior doors to be 

finished on site with cheap, 

sustainable finishes 

(coffee, tea stain & water-

based sealer)

• Furnishing with storage, 

to eliminate the need for 

additional furniture 

pieces

• Built-in dining areas

• Low cost, energy efficient 

appliances & windows

Kitchen & 

Dining

Exterior

Northeast 

Bedroom

Rendered Plan View

Furniture Plan

Dimensioned Floor plan

Living Room

West Elevation

Kitchen/Dining 

East Elevation
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Colby

2 bed/2 bath unit

1000 sq. ft.

Veterans needs/wants 

highlights:

• Centrally located access 

points to all rooms

• Clear sightlines throughout 

from each access point

• Windows that are located 

3’6 (sill height) from finished 

floor for added security

• Keyless entry/deadbolt

• Added insulation for sound 

proofing in bedrooms 

• High ceilings & natural light 

to address claustrophobia 

issues

• Easily accessible outdoor 

areas for leisure activities
Exterior

Master Bedroom

Rendered Plan View

Furniture Plan

Dimensioned Floor Plan

Kitchen 

East Elevation

Living Room 

West Elevation N



Hamilto

n

3 bed/2 bath unit

1200 sq. ft.

WELL building standards

highlights:

• Air

• Water

• Light

• Nourishment

• Fitness

• Comfort

• Mind

Exterior

Rendered Plan View

Furniture Plan

Dimensioned Floor Plan

Living Room 

South Elevation

Kitchen/Dining

North Elevation

Southwest 

Bedroom

N


