
Call for Papers/Projects/Posters/Artwork 
Open to all WCU, Appalachian State University, and UNC-A Undergraduate and Graduate Students 

 
Interdisciplinary Innovations Conference:  

Conversation Panels 
 

Tuesday, March 17, 2020 
Western Carolina University, Cullowhee, NC 

 
“Life-changing events are influenced and affected by the words we choose to say or leave unspoken…we don’t talk to 
each other but at each other, and we usually don’t listen” (Headlee, 2017, pp. xii, xix).  

 
The Nomad, Western Carolina University’s student literary journal, invites proposals from undergraduate and graduate 
students from all disciplines for the Fourth Annual Conference on Interdisciplinary Innovations. The theme of this 
year’s conference is interdisciplinary conversations. We welcome papers, posters, projects, and artwork that pertain to 
the conference theme. Selected works may be published in the Fall 2020 issue of The Nomad.  
 
Working from WCU’s One Book, We Need to Talk by Celeste Headlee, this year’s conference invites students to engage 
in panel conversations. Panel conversations are where two or more students engage in prepared conversations on the 
same subject and offer different perspectives on a subject. These conversations are not debates, which means the 
varying perspectives do not have to be in conflict with one another; they just have to offer distinct ways of approaching 
a problem or looking at a particular topic. The ideas can complement one another or they can be divergent. The point of 
the conference is to engage in productive conversations that offer diverse perspectives on the same subject. 
Presentations must come from researched, thoughtful work and reflection on the topic.  
 
Subjects might include (but are not limited to these areas):

• War and terrorism 

• Obesity 

• Water 

• Refugees 

• Gender equality 

• Income disparity 

• Racism 

• Technological advances & cyber security 

• Climate change 

• LGBTQIA 

• Government and the environment  

• Ableism 

Submit 300-word proposals that include: 

• Descriptive title  

• Author(s) names, affiliation, and email  

• Summary of the proposed paper or description of project, poster, or artwork 

• Brief explanation of how the topic of the paper, poster, project, or artwork connects to the theme of the 
conference. 

• Explain technological needs for your presentation besides the use of a computer and projector. 
 
Deadlines 

• Proposals due: December 2, 2019 by 11:59 pm. Early submissions are encouraged and will be given early 
notification.  

• Notification of acceptance will be sent by December 8, 2019.  

• Email proposals to thenomad@wcu.edu  

• For help writing a conference proposal, use our online conference proposal writing resource at 
https://www.wcu.edu/WebFiles/PDFs/WritingConferencesrevision.pdf  

• Faculty POC: Diane Martinez, dlmartinez@email.wcu.edu, 828-227-3923 
 
Reference 

Headlee, C. (2017). We need to talk. New York, NY: Harper Wave.  

 

mailto:thenomad@wcu.edu
https://www.wcu.edu/WebFiles/PDFs/WritingConferencesrevision.pdf
mailto:dlmartinez@email.wcu.edu

