Academic Affairs
News & Reflections
From the Provost's Desk
Watching the beautiful transformation of the fall foliage
reminds me of one of the best things about university life seeing the transformation that occurs through our
collective work. That can be a student transforming a ball
of clay into a wonderful sculpture or translating the
printed notes on a staff into a solo piano performance, the
faculty-student research team making new discoveries
about DNA replication, or the sophomore discovering
their passion for Appalachian history while poring through
archives in the library. Transformations like these occur
every day across campus and WCU faculty and staff are
catalysts. As the Chancellor says, we are in the business
of changing lives.

Provost on the Ground

WCU Collects: Recent Acquisitions to
the Museum Event

Oct. 5

University Participant Program Open
House

Oct. 7

Strategic Plan Refresh Town Hall

Oct. 10

Judaculla Hall Dedication
Madison Society Recognition and
Scholarship Luncheon/Foundation
Board Lunch

Oct. 12

WCU vs. ETSU

Oct. 14

School of Accounting, Finance,
Information Systems and Business Law

Oct. 25

Sincerely,

Distinguished Professor's Luncheon

Oct. 26

Alison Morrison-Shetlar
Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

25th Annual Adventure Education
Conference

Oct. 27

WCU vs. Furman, Homecoming
Weekend

Oct. 28

I look forward to seeing many of you at upcoming
Homecoming festivities. As always, thank you for all you
do for Western Carolina University!

!1

October 2017

Curriculog Training Sessions

Department of Chemistry & Physics

Sept. 25

Department of Criminology & Criminal
Justice

Sept. 27

International Programs & Services
Hire Attire Fashion Show
Catamount Gap Study Abroad Student
Luncheon

Sept. 28

Hunter Library Sepcial Collections
Grand Opening

We will have several Curriculog training sessions in the near future for those who utilize our curriculum
management system to create new programs/courses, make program/course changes, or review curriculum
proposals.
These training sessions will give you an opportunity to learn hands-on how to:
• enter a proposal in Curriculog
• run an impact report
• create a meeting agenda
• record decisions as a reviewer
At these sessions we will provide an overview of available resources, present the overall Curriculog program
structure, review the style guide, and highlight the new proposal form options. The sessions will be beneficial to
both new users and seasoned users alike.
Please reserve your seat in one of the sessions! Contact Suzanne Melton, Curriculog Administrator x3016
Dates available:
• October 27, 10:00-11:30 am
• November 14, 2:30-4:00 pm
• December 8, 10:00-11:30 am
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Art Pieces in HFR
from the Office of Undergraduate Studies
Campus Theme
If you haven’t been in the Mountain Heritage
Center Gallery (second floor of Hunter Library),
Fine Arts Museum (Bardo Arts Center), or the H.
F. Robinson second floor lobby, you are missing
a few great exhibits that focus on our current
campus theme: Cherokee. Community. Culture.
Connections.
The photo to the right depicts part of the H.F.
Robinson lobby’s masterful exhibit curated and
installed by Pam Meister, director of the
Mountain Heritage Center, and Greg McPherson,
WCU Fine Art Museum Exhibit Designer, and
their team of WCU students and staff. In the
Mountain Heritage Center second floor gallery,
the Qualla Arts and Crafts: Tradition and
Innovation exhibit, funded by the Cherokee
Preservation Foundation and co-sponsored by
the Special and Digital Collections of Hunter
Library, is available for viewing from now
through May, 2018. The Fine Art Museum in the
Bardo Arts Center is hosting the Return From
Exile: Contemporary Southwestern Indian Art
exhibit through December 8, 2017. The campus
community and general public are also invited to
participate in A Tribe Called Red symposium on
November 10. Events are at 9a-4p (symposium),
5-7p (reception), and at 7:30p (performance).
The exhibit/symposium/performance explore
inclusivity, empathy, and acceptance of races and
genders with a focus on Native American art and
culture.
For more information on our campus theme, please visit: go.wcu.edu/campustheme.
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Community Engagement- Project SEARCH
from the Office of Undergraduate Studies
When a community member and WCU
alumnus approached Chancellor Belcher
about an opportunity for a partnership with
Project SEARCH, he was excited to respond
to the passionate request that reflects our
mission as a community engaged university.
Project SEARCH is an apprenticeship
program for adults with disabilities who want
and deserve opportunities for employment in
their local community. Project SEARCH is a
national organization with a local branch run
by Southwestern Community College (SCC)
and Webster Enterprises (WE). Participants
are supported with staff from SCC and WE
who offer supervised placements for fiveweek rotations at sites such as at Harrah’s
and Harris Regional Hospital, as well as daily
classes on professional and job skills.
The Center for Service Learning and
Undergraduate Studies have embraced the
program as a pilot initiative for the current academic year since we already have an exemplary model in a similar
program at WCU. The University Participant Program (UP) in the School of Teaching and Learning is designed to
provide a two-year, on-campus living and learning experience for college-age persons with intellectual disabilities.
The program facilitates UP students' transition from secondary school to adult life with education, employment, and
independent living.
Unlike the UP Program, Project SEARCH participants do not attend credit-bearing college classes and do not live on
a college campus. They are passionate about certain careers and identify target units on campus for placement. While
we cannot guarantee interest and placements at WCU, we extend our deep appreciation for the warm welcome and
supervision provided by the following units/supervisors who accepted the first five Project SEARCH youth at WCU.
Taryn Gibson and Amanda Murchie (Facilities Management)
Liz Skene, Jenny McPherson, and Lucas Rogers (Digitization Lab for Hunter Library Special Collections)
Jim Dean and student interns Bretnay and Sophia (HomeBase)
Becky Lindsay and Wesley Satterwhite (Office of Accessibility Resources).
Please contact Lane Perry (laneperry@wcu.edu), Director of the Center for Service Learning, if you are interested in
hosting a Project SEARCH apprentice in the future.
Quote from Project SEARCH participants’ correspondence recently…"Dr. Perry, thank you so much for being our
business liaison. We appreciate you hosting our class – we love our classroom and we are excited about our
internships! We will work hard to make you and WCU proud!”
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Hire Attire
from the Office of Undergraduate Studies
Center for Career and Professional Development’s First Dress for Success Fashion Show
The Hire Attire Fashion Show, hosted by the Center for
Career and Professional Development (CCPD), showcased
professional interview wear and appropriate business casual
apparel in a fun and educational way to more than 300
students on September 27 in the University Center. The
event was created as a way to bring the Center’s Dress for
Success workshop to life in an engaging and integrative way.
“Our Dress for Success workshop is a great way to introduce
and talk about appropriate professional wear, but we wanted
to do something a little more interactive and fun,” said
Theresa Cruz Paul, director for the Center for Career and
Professional Development.
In between the professional wear and business casual
runways were two interludes – one on how to tie a tie,
bowtie, or scarf; and one on how to accessorize various
outfits. Faculty members Wayne Aho and Brian Railsback,
chair of the faculty, helped demonstrate the tie tying for students.
Additionally, the Center recruited a diverse group of student models
reflecting academic majors and careers and styles of clothing
appropriate for different disciplines and body types.
“It was important to us to
be intentional about having
a diverse student group,”
said Cruz Paul. “I think in
the end, it really created an
inviting and welcoming
atmosphere for all.”
CCPD staff collaborated
with Clothes Mentor, an up-scale consignment store for women in
Asheville, and Belk of Waynesville to select outfits. As a thank you for
volunteering, the models were able to keep the clothes they wore at the
show. WCU EXTREMES program in Student Affairs also contributed
by providing gift bags for the first 100 attendees at the event.
Close to 300 students attended the show, which was also a DegreePlus
event.
“We were very pleased with the student turnout and engagement,” said
Cruz Paul. “I think it shows that students are interested in how to dress
and want to engage in these types of events.”
The CCPD offers a variety of events and workshops throughout the
year including the Catamount Career and Networking Days, on-site
interviews with hiring companies, in-class sessions, etiquette receptions
and etiquette dinners. For more information, please visit
careers.wcu.edu or call the CCPD at 828-227-7133.
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Student Learning Outcomes and Assessment Professional
Development Workshops
from the Office of Institutional Planning and Effectiveness
The Office of Institutional Planning and Effectiveness in partnership with the Coulter Faculty Commons, is offering
workshops on developing and assessing student learning outcomes. Four workshops on developing learning goals
and measurable outcomes will be offered in November, and four workshops on outcomes assessment, reporting and
planning will be offered in January 2018. Look for registration announcements in your WCU email soon!

Recently added Tableau reports
from the Office of Institutional Planning and Effectiveness
Tableau software provides intuitive and interactive data displays. Since last Fall, the office has recreated the
university fact book, along with several other data reports, using Tableau. WCU’s Tableau site can be accessed via
navigation from the Office of Institutional Planning and Effectiveness website (oipe.wcu.edu) or via this direct link:
https://public.tableau.com/profile/office.of.institutional.planning.and.effectiveness#!/
The Tableau site reports display
official data, derived from census
day data collection, in contrast to
the Banner report portal, which
reports on live, current day data,
and Catalytics, which reports on
data that is refreshed daily.
Of particular note is the recently
added Student Migration Sunburst,
which allows one to visualize the
progression of incoming freshmen
over the course of 6 years, by
starting college or department.
While at first glance, the
visualization may not appear to
provide much information,
clicking or hovering over specific
segments reveals additional
information about student
pathways over time. As with all
our dashboards, be sure to hover
over the purple question mark in
the top right of the report page to
get information on how to use,
read, and gain insight from the
visualization.
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Office of International Programs & Services (IPS)
from the Office of the Associate Provost for Academic Affairs
The Office of International Programs & Services (IPS) enriches campus through various means of global
engagement, including international student admissions, international student academic and social support, study
abroad programming, support for faculty involved globally-focused activities, and by establishing partnerships with
universities around the world. Whether students stay in Cullowhee for their entire degree or study in another
country, IPS aims to help students experience and learn from other cultures and societies. Students can learn about
Dutch cultural norms and Japanese tea traditions at an International Coffee Hour on campus, study environmental
science in New Zealand, or intern with an engineering company in Germany. For those who decide to participate,
the opportunities are vast.
We are excited about the achievements of the last year. WCU had record numbers of international students studying
here (191, up 36% compared to 2015-2016) and abroad (234). Our campus global engagement programs (e.g., IPAL, I-CAT, and I-Friend programs) have successfully helped international students transition to campus life and
adjust to American culture. These programs provide opportunities for our domestic students to explore international
cultures and to obtain global perspectives on campus, while also supporting our international students.
IPS is also devoted to faculty international development. In 2016-2017, IPS and the Coulter Faculty Commons
teamed up to offer the first Global Learning Academy at WCU. A team of six faculty in the Academy worked with
experts in the field to internationalize the curriculum here at home. Our faculty also ventured beyond North
Carolina’s borders, traveling all over the world, including South Africa, Kenya, Botswana, the U.K., Germany,
France, Spain, Russia, China, India, Korea, Japan, Cuba, Argentina, Peru, Australia, and others. IPS also took a
leadership role by developing WCU’s International Faculty and Staff Council to promote professional advancement,
diversity and inclusion.
Finally, IPS developed long term partnerships with universities around the world by establishing bilateral
agreements with six universities located in China, Korea, Japan, Belgium and Germany. We are honored to be
friends with these reputable global institutions.
In 2017-2018, IPS will continue to provide first-class academic enrichment programs and services to international
students and scholars, study abroad students, faculty and staff, as well as support curriculum internationalization.
IPS is proud to promote WCU’s strengths and opportunities to the world.
http://www.wcu.edu/learn/office-of-international-programs-and-services/
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Staff Spotlight
Marti Newbold
Associate Director of DegreePlus
Marti Newbold is the Associate Director of DegreePlus in the
Center for Career and Professional Development.
Marti earned her BA in English from St. Andrews University in
Laurinburg, NC, and earned her MA in Rehabilitation Counseling
from the University of South Florida in Tampa.
She loves reading mysteries and enjoys backyard birding. Marti
has great interest in live theatre and choral singing.
Marti and her husband have taken up remodeling- up first, their
mountain home!
Her favorite phrase is “The only thing that is constant is change,”
by Heraclitus. This phrase reminds Marti that life is ever-changing
and that embracing that fact is an essential life skill.
Marti is happy to join us here at WCU!
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Faculty Spotlight
Victoria Depew
Assistant Professor, Costume Design and Technology
Victoria Elise Swan Depew is the Assistant Professor of
Costume Design and Technology in the School of Stage
and Screen.
In 2003, Tory earned her undergraduate degree in theatre
from the University of The South. She earned her master's
degree in Theatrical Design from Rutgers-Mason Gross
School of the Arts in 2009.
Some hobbies include medieval reenactment, making
anything with her hands, playing the piano and guitar,
hiking, and bicycling. Tory likes to think of herself as a
baking and pastry chef! She is also a freelance costume
designer, and has recently gotten into archery. Tory has two
large dogs and two sweet cats. Another interesting fact is
that she's been a short track speed skater since the age of 4!
Tory's favorite quote is, "Honor seems to depend more
upon the people who pay it than upon the person to whom
it is paid", by Aristotle. Something about this quote makes
her strive to be her best self. To have honor from those in
the highest rank of whatever craft she is pursuing, means a
good deal more than her mother's approval, as she seems to
like everything Tory does.
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Student Spotlight
Kaderus Bailey
Undergraduate Student, Biology
Kaderus Bailey is an undergraduate student
majoring in biology, and minoring in
chemistry and environmental health.
Kaderus interned over the summer at
Maxson Associates, a door supplier in
Charlotte, NC. He was also able to shadow at
Beacon Dentistry in Charlotte, NC.
Kaderus takes pride in staying active in the
community and has done so by currently
serving as the National Pan-Hellenic Council
(NPHC) President, Dean of Library advisory
committee member, Chemistry club member,
Pre-Health Professional club member, and as
a Junior Marshall.
Previously, Kaderus served as the Director of
Finance for the Student Government
Association, and as the Alpha Phi Alpha President. Through his activism on campus, he was able to help write
legislation to improve lighting on campus in 2015, and was able to travel throughout Spain for a leadership class.
Kaderus enjoys basketball, and in high school, he had the opportunity to workout with NBA Legend Muggsy
Bogues! Beyond that, Kaderus is most interested in clean energy, especially solar/wind power anything that will
lower carbon emissions.
The "Test of a Man" is Kaderus' favorite poem. Here are a few lines that make an impression on him.
The test of a man is the fight that he makes,
The grit that he daily shows;
The way he stands upon his feet,
And takes life's numerous bumps and blows.

Want to include news in next month’s issue?
Please send information to scmelton@wcu.edu
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