
PREPARING FOR THE GRE



CREDITS FOR THIS POWER POINT

• Educational Testing Service (ETS) website (please use this website as a more 
up-to-date resource, as things can change there before the next review) -
www.ets.org

• The ETS Official Guide to the GRE revised General Test, 2nd Edition
• GRE Test Prep Workshop for Campus Educators, March 23, 2015
• The internet
• What we hope is common sense
• What we hope is good information from our experiences

http://www.ets.org/


PURPOSE OF THIS PRESENTATION

Go over general information about the GRE, review some examples of problems from each section of the 
general test, help you to identify where you need to work to prepare.  In other words, we are helping you 
prepare to prepare.



SOME GENERAL THOUGHTS ON PREPARING

1) Set a study schedule that works with your other obligations

2) Take a practice GRE, do tons of practice problems from the internet, books, etc. and time yourself

3) Review how you think you did on the problems and questions you have tried, and analyze your 
mistakes for improvement

4) Take specific questions you are struggling with to either the MTC or WaLC or both.

5) Get free practice problems from the ETS website, find your own resources, buy a GRE book, download 
apps for practice, and time yourself

6) Determine your own best plan for reviewing/studying the areas you think you need to spend the most 
time on before you have to take the actual test.

7) Practice, practice, practice…and analyze your mistakes or answers.  Time yourself!



DO YOU JUST NEED TO TAKE THE GENERAL TEST?

• The GRE general test has three parts:
• Verbal Reasoning Measure
• Quantitative Reasoning Measure
• Analytical Writing Measure



DO YOU NEED TO TAKE A GRE SUBJECT TEST?

• The Subject Test measures your knowledge of a particular field of study, and is intended for 
students who have an undergraduate major or extensive background in one of these 
disciplines:

• Biology
• Chemistry
• Literature in English
• Mathematics
• Physics
• Psychology



FOR OUR PURPOSES, WE ARE FOCUSING ON THE 
GENERAL TEST

Be sure to find out what your particular grad program’s requirements are.  If you do not know 
what the requirements are, ask your faculty advisor or professional advisor or program director.



VERBAL REASONING MEASURE

Assesses the test taker’s ability to:
• Analyze and evaluate written material and 

synthesize information obtained from it
• Analyze relationships among component parts of 

sentences
• Recognize relationships among words 

and concepts
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CONTENT OF THE VERBAL 
REASONING MEASURE

• The computer-based test contains two 30-minute 
sections, with 20 questions in each section

• Contains three question types:
• Reading Comprehension Sets 
• Text Completion Questions
• Sentence Equivalence Questions
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CONTENT OF THE VERBAL 
REASONING MEASURE 
(CONTINUED)

• To accommodate different interests and backgrounds, there 
is a balance of questions in:
• Natural Sciences (e.g., Physical Sciences and Biological 

Sciences)
• Social Sciences (e.g., Business, History, Political Science, 

Sociology, Psychology, Economics and Anthropology)
• Humanities (e.g., Literature, Philosophy, Art, Sculpture, 

Architecture, Music, Dance and Theater)
• No specific knowledge of any subject is required
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READING COMPREHENSION 
QUESTION FORMATS

• Multiple Choice — Select One Answer Choice
• Five answer choices, choose correct one

• Multiple Choice — Select One or More Answer Choices
• Three answer choices, choose all that apply

• Select in Passage
• Choose the sentence in the passage that fits a given description
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READING COMPREHENSION – MULTIPLE CHOICE (ONE 
ANSWER CHOICE)





READING COMPREHENSION – SELECT ONE OR MORE 
ANSWER CHOICES





READING COMPREHENSION – SELECT IN PASSAGE





STRATEGIES FOR READING 
COMPREHENSION SETS —
ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS

• When answering reading comprehension questions                                
test takers should
• Make sure to understand what the question is asking
• Answer strictly on the basis of what the passage says —

they should not rely on outside knowledge (do not think 
figuratively, think literally)

• Not select an answer simply because it is a true 
statement

• Not select an answer that is only partially correct
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STRATEGIES FOR READING 
COMPREHENSION SETS —
READING THE PASSAGE

Test takers should:
• Read the passage and get a sense of its overall meaning and purpose.
• Use scratch paper to make notes.
• Note key words and phrases and try to clarify what is being expressed.
• Note which claims the author makes and which are made by others and merely 

described by the author.
• Similarly, note whether the author is hypothesizing something or maintaining it 

with some certainty. 
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STRATEGIES FOR READING 
COMPREHENSION SETS —READING THE 
PASSAGE (CONTINUED)

• Test takers should remember that all the necessary                                  
information to answer each question is in the passage  
• Subject-matter knowledge is not needed to answer the questions 
• Even with unfamiliar material, with a little work the questions can be 

answered
• When practicing to take the test, test takers should try to determine which 

method is best for them:
• Whether to read the passage thoroughly first
• Whether to skim the passage first
• Whether to look at each question before reading the passage
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TEXT COMPLETION QUESTIONS

• Consist of one or more sentences with one to three 
blanks.

• Answer choices consist of alternatives for filling the 
blanks.

• Answer choices are independent.
• Require test takers to grasp the meaning of the sentences 

and, by analyzing the relationships among their parts, to 
select the most appropriate word or words to fill in the 
blanks.
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TEXT COMPLETION QUESTIONS
HOW THEY WORK
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TEXT COMPLETION QUESTIONS
HOW THEY WORK
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STRATEGIES FOR TEXT 
COMPLETION QUESTIONS

Test takers should:
• Read the passage to get an overall sense of it.
• Identify words or phrases that seem particularly significant.
• Try to fill in the blanks with their own words and find 

answer choices that match.
• Focus on whichever blank seems easiest to complete.
• After making their answer choices, reread the whole 

passage to be sure it makes sense.
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STRATEGIES FOR TEXT 
COMPLETION QUESTIONS 
(CONTINUED)

When filling a blank, test takers should ask themselves
• Should the word be similar to or contrasted with a nearby 

word in the passage?
• Should the word have a positive or negative character?
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SENTENCE EQUIVALENCE 
QUESTIONS

• Consist of a single sentence with one blank and six answer 
choices.

• Require test takers to find the two answer choices that 
complete the sentence coherently and also produce 
sentences alike in meaning.
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SENTENCE EQUIVALENCE QUESTIONS
HOW THEY WORK
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SENTENCE EQUIVALENCE QUESTIONS
HOW THEY WORK
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STRATEGIES FOR SENTENCE 
EQUIVALENCE QUESTIONS

Test takers should:
• Read the sentence to get an overall sense of it.
• Identify words or phrases that seem particularly significant.
• Try to fill in the blank with their own words and find answer 

choices that match.
• After making their answer choices, reread the two 

completed sentences to be sure they both make sense and 
say the same thing.
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STRATEGIES FOR SENTENCE 
EQUIVALENCE QUESTIONS 
(CONTINUED)

• Test takers should not assume that if two of the answer choices have the 
same meaning, they are the correct answer.
• The answer choices will often contain words that do not fit the sentence.
• The two correct choices do not themselves have to have the same 

meaning.
• When filling a blank, test takers should ask themselves
• Should the word be similar to or contrasted with a nearby word in the 

passage?
• Should the word have a positive or negative character?
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GENERAL STRATEGIES

Test takers should:
• Become familiar with formats and directions beforehand.
• Try to answer every question.
• Read each question thoroughly.
• Make notes.
• Read all answer choices before answering.
• Use knowledge they have to figure out answers to 

unfamiliar questions.
• Be aware of time.
• Use the Review screen wisely.
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OTHER POINTS TO REMEMBER

Test takers should:
• Be aware of their strengths and weaknesses.
• Set realistic goals.
• Allow enough time for improvement to occur.
• Start early and work regularly.
• Take courses that include complex reading material.

32



RESOURCES

• ETS materials (e.g., materials on GRE® website, 
sample tests)

• Kaplan books, etc.
• University faculty (e.g., English and Math Professors)
• Tutoring Services
• Study groups
• Magazines, newspapers and other reading material
• Test takers should analyze what they read and 

look-up words they do not know to increase their 
vocabulary.
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SKILLS ASSESSED ON THE QUANTITATIVE 
REASONING MEASURE
Assesses:
• Basic mathematical skills 
• Understanding of elementary mathematical concepts 

• Ability to reason quantitatively and to model and solve problems 
with quantitative methods 

Mathematical knowledge expected of test takers:
• Basic concepts of arithmetic, algebra, geometry and data analysis

• Includes high-school level mathematics and statistics, 
generally no higher than Algebra 2

• Excludes trigonometry, calculus and higher college-level 
mathematics
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ARITHMETIC

Includes the following topics:
• Elementary operations
• Number line
• Estimation
• Percent, ratio and rates
• Absolute value
• Properties of integers, such as divisibility, odd and 

even integers and prime numbers
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ALGEBRA

Includes the following topics:
• Algebraic expressions and manipulations
• Functions and their graphs
• Coordinate geometry
• Solving equations and inequalities
• Modeling and solving word problems with algebra
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GEOMETRY
Includes the following topics:
• Elementary geometric figures and concepts such as lines, 

circles, triangles, quadrilaterals and other polygons
• Angle measure, area, perimeter, volume and the 

Pythagorean theorem
• Intuitive geometric concepts; for example, the sum of any 

two sides of a triangle is greater than the third side

Note: Ability to construct proofs is not measured.
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DATA ANALYSIS

Includes the following topics:
• Basic descriptive statistics such as mean, median, mode, range, interquartile 

range, percentile and standard deviation
• Frequency distributions
• Interpretation of data presentations, including bar graphs, line graphs, circle 

graphs, boxplots and scatterplots
• Elementary probability, including random variables and probability 

distributions, such as the normal distribution
• Counting methods
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CONTENT OF THE QUANTITATIVE                
REASONING MEASURE

• The computer-based test contains two 35-minute sections, with 20 questions 
in each section

• Contains the following question types:
• Multiple Choice — Select One Answer Choice
• Multiple Choice — Select One or More Answer Choices
• Quantitative Comparison Questions 
• Numeric Entry Questions

• Some questions are in Data Interpretation sets
• Several consecutive questions about the same data presentation

• Some questions involve real-life scenarios
• An on-screen calculator is provided  
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STRATEGIES FOR MULTIPLE CHOICE 
— SELECT ONE ANSWER CHOICE

• Test takers should use the fact that the correct answer is 
there. 

• Test takers should examine the answer choices to get a 
better sense of what is being asked.

• For questions that require approximations, test takers 
should scan the answer choices to see how close an 
approximation is needed.
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ON-SCREEN CALCULATOR ON THE 
COMPUTER-BASED TEST
• Operated with the keyboard or mouse.
• Has four arithmetic functions, square root, 

memory and parentheses.

• Has a Transfer Display button to transfer a 
number to a Numeric Entry question (with a 
single answer box).

• Respects order of operations (e.g., the result of 
1 + 2 x 3 is 7, not 9).

• Most questions do not require difficult 
computations, so the calculator should be used 
only when needed (e.g., larger numbers, long 
divisions or multiplications, square root, etc.).
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MULTIPLE CHOICE — SELECT ONE 
ANSWER CHOICE
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MULTIPLE CHOICE — SELECT ONE 
ANSWER CHOICE
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STRATEGIES FOR MULTIPLE CHOICE 
— SELECT ONE OR MORE ANSWER 
CHOICES

• Test takers should note whether they are asked to indicate a specific number 
of answer choices or all choices that apply.

• Some questions ask for possible values of a quantity in a given scenario. It 
may be efficient to determine the least and/or greatest possible value, 
perhaps with inequalities, before considering the answer choices.

• Test takers should avoid lengthy calculations by recognizing and continuing 
numerical patterns.
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MULTIPLE CHOICE — SELECT ONE 
OR MORE ANSWER CHOICES
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MULTIPLE CHOICE — SELECT ONE 
OR MORE ANSWER CHOICES

X

X

X

X
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QUANTITATIVE COMPARISON 
QUESTIONS

• Questions of this type ask test takers to compare two quantities —Quantity A 
and Quantity B — and then determine which of the following statements 
describes the comparison:
• Quantity A is greater. 
• Quantity B is greater. 
• The two quantities are equal. 
• The relationship cannot be determined from the information given. 
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QUANTITATIVE COMPARISON 
QUESTIONS
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QUANTITATIVE COMPARISON 
QUESTIONS
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STRATEGIES FOR QUANTITATIVE 
COMPARISON QUESTIONS

Test takers should:
• Become familiar with the answer choices.
• Avoid unnecessary computations.
• Remember that geometric figures are not necessarily drawn 

to scale.
• Plug in numbers.
• Simplify the comparison.
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NUMERIC ENTRY QUESTIONS
Test takers should:
• Enter their answer as an integer or a decimal if there is a 

single answer box.
• Enter their answer as a fraction if there are two separate 

boxes — one for the numerator and one for the 
denominator. 

• Use the computer mouse and keyboard to enter their 
answer.

• For a single answer box, a number can be transferred to the 
box from the on-screen calculator.

• Enter the exact answer unless the question requires them to 
round their answer.
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NUMERIC ENTRY QUESTIONS
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NUMERIC ENTRY QUESTIONS

33
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STRATEGIES FOR NUMERIC ENTRY 
QUESTIONS

Test takers should:
• Make sure they answer the question that is asked.
• If asked to round their answer, make sure they round to the required degree 

of accuracy.
• Examine their answer to see if it is reasonable with respect to the information 

given.
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NUMERIC ENTRY QUESTIONS

1

4
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DATA INTERPRETATION QUESTIONS

• Data Interpretation questions are grouped together and refer to the same 
table, graph or other data presentation. 

• These questions ask test takers to interpret or analyze the given data. 
• The types of questions may be Multiple Choice (both types) or Numeric Entry.

56



DATA INTERPRETATION QUESTIONS

57

Annual Percent Change in Dollar Amount of Sales at Five Retail Stores from 2016 to 2018
Store Percent Change from 

2016-2017
Percent Change from 
2017-2018

P 10 -10
Q -20 9
R 5 12
S -7 -15
T 17 -8

1. If the dollar amount of sales at Store P was $800,000 for 2016, what was the dollar 
amount of sales at that store for 2018?
A. $ 727,000
B. $ 792,000
C. $ 800,000
D. $ 880,000
E. $ 968,000



STRATEGIES FOR DATA 
INTERPRETATION QUESTIONS

• Test takers should scan the data presentation briefly to see what it is about, 
but not spend time studying all of the information in detail.

• Bar graphs and circle graphs, as well as other graphical displays of data, are 
drawn to scale, so test takers can read or estimate data visually from such 
graphs.  

• The questions are to be answered only on the basis of the data presented, 
everyday facts (such as the number of days in a year), and the test taker’s 
knowledge of mathematics.
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GENERAL STRATEGIES FOR THE 
QUANTITATIVE MEASURE 

Test takers should:
• Become familiar with the format and directions beforehand.
• Read carefully so that they don’t overlook information or misread the 

question. They don’t want to answer something that is not being asked.
• Be careful not to make unwarranted assumptions. For example, not all 

numbers are integers nor are all numbers positive.
• Search for general mathematical relationships among the quantities in a 

question.
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GENERAL STRATEGIES 
(CONTINUED)
• Geometric figures may not be drawn to scale, so test                          

takers should avoid estimating sizes by sight or by                    
measurement on such figures.

• If applicable, test takers should draw their own diagram or 
figure, or make a list to help sort out what the question is 
asking.

• When appropriate, test takers should avoid lengthy 
calculations by rounding numbers before computing an 
estimate, by looking for comparisons, and by recognizing 
and continuing numerical patterns.

• Some questions are most naturally answered by 
systematically considering several cases of the situation 
that is described.
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GENERAL STRATEGIES 
(CONTINUED)

• For some questions, a fast way to a solution is by guessing an answer, 
checking it out, and then improving on the test taker’s guess.

• Test takers should evaluate their progress and switch to a different strategy if 
they get stuck or if a solution seems to require an inordinate amount of time.

• After arriving at an answer, test takers should reread the question to make 
sure their answer is reasonable, given what was asked.
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SKILLS ASSESSED ON THE 
ANALYTICAL WRITING MEASURE

• Integrates the assessment of critical thinking and                       
analytical writing

• Assesses ability to 
• Articulate and support complex ideas
• Construct and evaluate arguments
• Sustain a focused and coherent discussion

• Does not assess specific content knowledge
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• Contains one section with two 30-minute timed analytical   
writing tasks:
– Analyze an Issue task
– Analyze an Argument task

• Essay responses are typed on computer
– ETS software has a basic word processor that contains 

the following functionalities: insert text, delete text, cut-
and-paste and undo the previous action. 

• Tools such as a spell checker and grammar checker are not 
available, largely to maintain fairness with those examinees 
who must handwrite their essays at paper-
based administrations.

CONTENT OF THE ANALYTICAL 
WRITING SECTION
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HOW ESSAY RESPONSES ARE 
EVALUATED

Trained GRE® readers evaluate each response for its overall 
quality based on how well the test taker:
• Responds to the specific task instructions 
• Considers the complexities of the issue or identifies and 

analyzes important features of the argument 
• Organizes, develops and expresses his/her ideas 
• Supports his/her ideas with relevant reasons and/or examples 
• Controls the elements of standard written English 
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SELECTED SCORE LEVEL DESCRIPTIONS
5.5 and 6 — Sustains insightful, in-depth analyses of complex ideas; develops 

and supports main points with logically compelling reasons and/or highly 
persuasive examples; is well focused and well organized; skillfully uses 
sentence variety and precise vocabulary to convey meaning effectively; 
demonstrates superior facility with sentence structure and language usage 
but may have minor errors that do not interfere with meaning.

3.5 and 4 — Provides competent analysis of complex ideas; develops and 
supports main points with relevant reasons and/or examples; is adequately 
organized; conveys meaning with reasonable clarity; demonstrates 
satisfactory control of sentence structure and language usage but may 
have some errors that affect clarity. 

1.5 and 2 — Displays serious weaknesses in analytical writing. The writing is 
seriously flawed in at least one of the following ways: serious lack of 
analysis or development; lack of organization; serious and frequent 
problems in sentence structure or language usage, with errors that obscure 
meaning. 65



ANALYZE AN ISSUE TASK

• Presents a brief quotation that states or implies an issue of 
general interest and specific instructions on how to respond 
to that issue. 

• Requires candidates to analyze the issue and develop an 
argument with reasons and/or examples to support that 
position.

• Candidates have 30 minutes to plan and compose their 
responses.

• A response to an issue other than the one assigned will 
receive a score of zero.
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DIRECTIONS FOR ANALYZE AN 
ISSUE TASK VARIANTS
Candidates may be asked to focus their analysis of the given issue in a 
number of different ways:
• Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you 

agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning 
for the position you take. In developing and supporting your 
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might 
or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape 
your position. 

• Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you 
agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your 
reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting 
your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting 
the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and 
explain how these examples shape     your position. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR ANALYZE AN ISSUE 
TASK VARIANTS (CONTINUED)
• Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which 

you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on 
which that claim is based. 

• Write a response in which you discuss your views on the 
policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. 
In developing and supporting your position, you should 
consider the possible consequences of implementing the 
policy and explain how these consequences shape your 
position. 

• Write a response in which you discuss which view more 
closely aligns with your own position and explain your 
reasoning for the position you take. In developing and 
supporting your position, you should address both of the 
views presented. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR ANALYZE AN 
ISSUE TASK VARIANTS 
(CONTINUED)

• Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which 
you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and 
supporting your position, be sure to address the most 
compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to 
challenge your position.
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ANALYZE AN ISSUE TASK

“As people rely more and more on technology to solve 
problems, the ability of humans to think for themselves will 
surely deteriorate.”

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the 
statement above and explain your reasoning for the position 
you take. In developing and supporting your position, you 
should consider ways in which the statement might or might 
not hold true and explain how those considerations shape 
your position.
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STRATEGIES FOR ANALYZE AN ISSUE 
TASKS

Questions to consider when approaching the Issue task:
• What precisely is the central issue?
• What precisely are the instructions asking me to do?
• Do I agree with all or with any part of the claim?  Why or 

why not?
• Do I agree with the claim only under certain circumstances? 

What are those circumstances?
• Does the claim make certain assumptions? If so, are they 

reasonable?
• Do I need to explain how I interpret certain terms or 

concepts used in the claim?
• If I take a certain position on the issue, what reasons support                

my position?
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STRATEGIES FOR ANALYZE AN ISSUE 
TASKS (CONTINUED)

Questions to consider when approaching the Issue task                   
(continued):
• What examples — either real or hypothetical — could I use to 

illustrate those reasons and advance my point of view?  
Which examples are     most compelling?

• What reasons might someone use to refute or undermine my 
position?

• How should I acknowledge or defend against those views in 
my essay?
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GENERAL REMINDERS ABOUT THE 
ANALYZE AN ISSUE TASK

• Candidates must respond to the assigned issue using the 
specific task directions.

• Candidates should feel free to accept, reject or qualify the 
claim. 

• There is no “right answer.”
• Candidates must make it clear how their reasons and/or 

examples support their position on the issue.
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ANALYZE AN ARGUMENT TASK

• Presents a short passage that presents an argument and 
specific instructions on how to respond to that passage. 

• Requires candidates to assess the logical soundness of the 
given argument according to the specific task directions.

• Candidates have 30 minutes to plan and compose their 
responses.

• A response to an argument other than the one assigned will 
receive a score of zero.  
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DIRECTIONS FOR ANALYZE AN 
ARGUMENT TASK VARIANTS

Candidates may be asked to focus their analysis of the given argument 
in a number of different ways:

• Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is 
needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence 
would weaken or strengthen the argument.

• Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated 
assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument 
depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for 
the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

• Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need 
to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is 
likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the 
answers to these questions would help to evaluate the 
recommendation.
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DIRECTIONS FOR ANALYZE AN ARGUMENT 
TASK VARIANTS (CONTINUED)
• Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be 

answered in order to decide whether the recommendation and the 
argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the 
answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation. 

• Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be 
answered in order to decide whether the advice and the argument on 
which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to 
these questions would help to evaluate the advice. 

• Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be 
answered in order to decide whether the prediction and the argument 
on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers 
to these questions would help to evaluate the prediction. 

• Write a response in which you discuss one or more alternative 
explanations that could rival the proposed explanation and explain how 
your explanation(s) can plausibly account for the facts presented in the 
argument. 
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ANALYZE AN ARGUMENT TASK

“In surveys Mason City residents rank water sports (swimming, boating, and 
fishing) among their favorite recreational activities. The Mason River flowing 
through the city is rarely used for these pursuits, however, and the city park 
department devotes little of its budget to maintaining riverside recreational 
facilities. For years there have been complaints from residents about the 
quality of the river's water and the river's smell. In response, the state has 
recently announced plans to clean up Mason River. Use of the river for water 
sports is, therefore, sure to increase. The city government should for that 
reason devote more money in this year's budget to riverside recreational 
facilities.”

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated 
assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends 
on these assumptions and what the implications are if the assumptions prove 
unwarranted.
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KEY ARGUMENT CONCEPTS

• Alternative explanation
• Argument
• Assumption 
• Conclusion 
• Counterexample 
• Evaluation
• Evidence
• Example
• Reason
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STRATEGIES FOR THE ANALYZE AN 
ARGUMENT TASK

Questions to consider when approaching the argument                      
task:
• What is offered as evidence, support or proof?
• What is explicitly stated, claimed or concluded?
• What is assumed or supposed, perhaps without 

justification or proof?
• What is not stated, but necessarily follows from what is 

stated?
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GENERAL REMINDERS ABOUT THE 
ANALYZE AN ARGUMENT TASK

• Candidates must respond to the argument using the specific    
task directions.

• Candidates must make it clear how their specific analysis of 
the argument connects to the assigned task.

• Candidates are NOT being asked to present their own views 
on the subject matter.
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COMMON SENSE TEST 
PREPARATION RULES

• Become familiar with the test structure and timing
• Become familiar with each task type and its variants
• Become familiar with the scoring criteria for each task
• Review published topic pools and practice writing on each 

task type
• Review sample responses and reader commentary for each 

task type
• Become familiar with key argument concepts
• Practice writing under timed conditions
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APPROACHING THE TWO                   
ANALYTICAL WRITING TASKS
When approaching each task, candidates should:
• Spend a few minutes thinking about the topic and the 

specific directions and planning a response.
• Pay close attention to the specific task directions.
• Support their position on the issue with reasons and 

examples drawn from such areas as their reading, 
experience, observations, and/or academic studies.

• Leave time to read what they have written and make any 
revisions that they think are necessary.

• Avoid excessive irony or humor that may be misinterpreted 
by readers.
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QUESTIONS?



USE YOUR RESOURCES: HELPFUL HINTS / WEBSITES / 
TOOLS
• www.ets.org
• GRE practice tests, books, etc.  Take a practice test to identify where you need to focus your efforts.

• When you have specific types of problems you need help with (e.g. factoring, laws of exponents, writing 
essays and various types of essays…) – find the tutoring center on campus that can help.  (MTC, WaLC)

• The MTC has some GRE books, vocab flash cards, and other useful texts for the math portion.

• Visit WCU’s Graduate and Professional Exam Preparation page for tips, free resources, and other 
information.

• Khan Academy

• Magoosh app – vocab and free GRE questions

• Don’t stress too much!!  You decide which scores you send to your institution.  And, if you have the 
money, you can retake the GRE once every 21 days, up to five times within any continuous rolling 12-
month period (365 days), depending on test center availability.

http://www.ets.org/
https://www.ets.org/gre/revised_general/register/

