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EDUCATION                                                                                                                                              
North Carolina State University
Ph.D., Public Administration, 2009  
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville
MPA, 2003

West Virginia University
B.S., Wildlife and Fisheries Resources, 2001 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
Western Carolina University


Assistant Professor, 2013-present
Texas Tech University

Assistant Professor, 2009-2012


Graduate Faculty, MPA program

North Carolina State University


Adjunct Instructor, 2008-2009


Graduate Instructor, 2004-2008

Durham Technical Community College


Adjunct Instructor, 2007-2009

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS
Gerlach, J.D., Williams, L., & Forcina, C.E.  (accepted pending revisions).  The Science-
Natural Resource Policy Relationship:  How Aspects of Diffusion Theory Explain the Identification of Best Available Science.  Politics and Policy.
Wang, J., Gerlach, J.D., Savage, N., & Cobb, G.P.  (forthcoming).  Necessity and 

Approach to Integrated Nanomaterial Legislation and Governance.  Science of the Total Environment.  
Gerlach, J.D., Williams, L., & Forcina, C.E.  (forthcoming).  Data 

Selection for Making Biodiversity Management Decisions:  Best Available Science and Institutionalized Agency Norms.  Administration and Society. 
Gerlach, J.D. & Rugeley, C.R.  (2012).  Understanding Environmental Public 

Opinion by Dimension:  How Heuristic Processing Mitigates High Information 

Costs on Complex Issues.  Politics and Policy, 40(3).  444-470.
Gerlach, J.D.  (2009).  The Conservation Reserve Program:  A Tool for Public 

Participation in Biodiversity Management and Conservation.  Journal of Extension 47(5).  [Online].  Available URL:  http://www.joe.org/joe/2009october/
tt3.php. 

Gerlach, J.D. & Jolley, G.J.  (2008).  The Gap Analysis Program:  A Proactive Approach 
to Biodiversity Conservation.  Journal of Extension, 46(4).  [Online].  Available URL:  http://www.joe.org/joe/2008august/tt4.shtml.

MANUSCRIPTS IN ADVANCED PREPARATION (within four months of review)
Gerlach, J.D.  Building a Successful Nonprofit Management Track within an MPA 

Program:  Lessons for Application.  For submission to the Journal of Public Affairs Education.  Spring 2013.
Gerlach, J.D.  Data Selection for Making Biodiversity Management Decisions:  

Scientific Advocacy or Path Dependency?  For submission to the Journal of Environmental Studies and Sciences.  Spring 2013.
Wiggins, S. & Gerlach, J.D.  The Policy Dilemma Presented by Pharmaceutical and 

Personal Care Products.  For submission to Integrated Environmental Assessment and Management.  Summer 2013.

Wolford, S., Rider, T., & Gerlach, J.D.  Scarcity, Credible Commitments, and War:  How 
Geography and Institutions Lead to Conflict and Cooperation over Water.  Summer 2013.

SELECTED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
Wolford, S., Rider, T., & Gerlach, J.D.  (2013, April).  Scarcity, Credible 
Commitments, and War:  How Geography and Institutions Lead to Conflict and Cooperation over Water.  Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference.  Chicago, IL.
Gerlach, J.D.  (2012, October).  Understanding Environmental Public 

Opinion by Dimension:  How Heuristic Processing Mitigates High Information 

Costs on Complex Issues.  Presented at the 22nd Annual Conference of the Society of Environmental Journalists.  Lubbock, TX. 
Gerlach, J.D.  (2012, March).  Politics and Environmental Policy:  A Public 

Administrator’s Guide.  Presented at the American Society for Public 

Administration Annual Conference.  Las Vegas, NV.
Gerlach, J.D.  (2011, September).  The USGS Gap Analysis Program:  Turning Science 

into Policy.  Presented at the 242nd Meeting of the American Chemical Society.  Denver, CO.  
Gerlach, J.D.  (2011, March).  Citizen Attitudes Toward the Environment and the Role of 
Environmental Nonprofit Organizations in the Public Policy Process.  Presented at the American Society for Public Administration Annual Conference.  Baltimore, MD.
Gerlach, J.D.  (2010, October).  An Examination of the Diffusion of Data Selection 
Practices for Use in Making Ground-Level Natural Resource Policy Decisions.  Presented at the Southeast Conference on Public Administration.  
Wilmington, NC.
Gerlach, J.D.  (2010, April).  The Role of Institutionalized Norms in Selecting Data for 
Use in Making Ground-Level Natural Resource Policy Decisions.  Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference.  Chicago, IL.
Gerlach, J.D.  (2006, June).  An Examination of Factors Driving Data Selection for Use 
in Natural Resource Policy Making.  Presented at the Policy Sciences Summer Institute.  University of Colorado.  Boulder, CO. 

Gerlach, J.D.  (2005, December).  A Process Evaluation of NC-GAP:  Examining the Use 
of GAP Data in the Biodiversity Conservation Policy Process.  Presented at the Gap Analysis Program Conference and Research Symposium.  Reno, NV.

INVITED PRESENTATIONS
Gerlach, J.D.  (2012, November).  Identifying, Pursuing, and Securing Grant Funds.  

Presented to the Texas Tech University Museum Science Graduate Association.  Texas Tech University.  Lubbock, TX.
Gerlach, J.D.  (2012, March).  Environmental Policy:  Brief U.S. History and Overview.  

Presented as part of POLS 2302, Introduction to Public Policy.  Texas Tech University.  Lubbock, TX.
Gerlach, J.D.  (2011, November).  Examining the Global Climate Policy Landscape.  

Presented as part of PUAD 5348-003, The Science and Policy of Climate Change.  Texas Tech University.  Lubbock, TX.
Gerlach, J.D.  (2011, March).  Bridging the Gap between Science and Environmental 

Policy.  Presented at the Texas Institute of Environmental and Human Health March, 2011 symposium.  Texas Tech University.  Lubbock, TX.
Gerlach, J.D.  (2009, April).  The Role of Nonprofits in Natural Resource Policy.  

Presented at Texas Tech University.  Lubbock, TX.

Gerlach, J.D.  (2009, March).  An Examination of Factors that Explain the Use of Data in 

the Natural Resource Policy Process.  Poster presentation at the 4th Annual North Carolina State University Graduate Research Symposium.  Raleigh, NC.

Gerlach, J.D.  (2006, October).  The USGS Gap Analysis Program:  Bridging the Gap 
between Field Data and Real Life Natural Resource Policy.  Presented at Lynchburg College.  Lynchburg, VA.  

EXTERNAL RESEARCH GRANTS
United States Geological Survey.  $22,000.  
Co-PI 
November 1, 2006 – August 31, 2007

Awarded research funding to develop a literature review examining the natural resource policy process and how government agencies use science to make or support conservation and land use decisions.  (with Elizabethann O’Sullivan)  
United States Geological Survey.  $40,000.  

Co-PI
August 1, 2004 – October 31, 2006

Awarded research funding to study the effects of Gap Analysis Program data on the natural resource policy process in the state of North Carolina.  (with Elizabethann O’Sullivan)  
INTERNAL RESEARCH GRANTS
Texas Tech University.  $19,560.


PI 


May 15, 2012 – August 31, 2012

Awarded funding to complete a project entitled Scarcity, Credible Commitments, and War:  How Geography and Institutions Lead to Conflict and Cooperation over Water.  Project applies a complex bargaining model to negotiations over shared water resources among nation-states.  (with Toby Rider)
TRAVEL GRANTS
United States Geological Survey.  $1,000.  
September, 2007

USGS Gap Analysis Program travel grant to attend and assist with the National Gap Analysis Program Conference in Asheville, NC.

North Carolina State University School of Public and International Affairs.  $500.

August, 2006

Ph.D. program travel grant to attend Academy of Management (AOM) annual meeting in Atlanta, GA.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Western Carolina University


Courses Taught:



PA 650.  The Nonprofit Sector.  2013



PSC 150.  American Government and Politics.  2013
Texas Tech University
Courses Taught:



PUAD 5319.  Research Methods in Public Administration.  2009-2011
PUAD 5333.  Environmental Policy and Administration.  2009-2012


PUAD 5335.  Management of Nonprofit Organizations.  2010-2011


PUAD 5348.  Nonprofit Grantwriting and Fundraising.  2012
PUAD 5348.  Water Policy and Administration.  2011


POLS 1301.  American Government, Organization.  2010–2011


POLS 7000.  Water Policy and Administration – independent study.  2012

POLS 7000.  Public Policy Theory / Process – independent study.  2011  
North Carolina State University

Courses Taught:



PS 203.  Introduction to Nonprofit Organizations.  2008
PS 201.  Introduction to American Government.  2006-2009


PS 201L.  Introduction to American Government Discussion.  2004-2006
Teaching Assistant:

PA 515.  Research Methods and Analysis.  2008


PS 201.  Introduction to American Government.  2004-2006
Guest Lecturer:



PS 202.  State and Local Government.  2005-2006

Durham Technical Community College

Courses Taught:



POL 220.  International Relations.  2008
POL 120.  American Government.  2007–2009
TEACHING AWARDS
University Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award
North Carolina State University Graduate Student Association  
Awarded:  April 18, 2008
University Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award Nominee  
Department of Political Science, North Carolina State University  
2006–07 academic year

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Vice President  

American Society for Public Administration (ASPA), High Plains Chapter

2010–2012
Symposium Co-Organizer  

Bridging the Gap Between Science and Environmental Policy.  

242nd American Chemical Society National Meeting & Exposition.  Denver, CO.  August 28 – September 1, 2011
UNIVERSITY SERVICE
Member, Environmental Science Executive Committee 

Western Carolina University

2013-present
Faculty Advisor  

Association of Fundraising Professionals, Texas Tech University Student Chapter 2010-11 academic year

Faculty Community Outreach Advisor  

Public Administration Graduate Association

2010–2012
Delegate, Texas Tech University  

Installation of Chancellor W. Randolph Woodson

North Carolina State University, October 26, 2010

DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE
Member, Faculty Search Committee  

Fall 2012 (x2)

Fall 2010

Fall 2009
Chair, Second Year Paper Committee  
Shanna Padgham, Ph.D. candidate

Texas Tech University Department of Political Science

Fall 2011-present
COMMUNITY SERVICE
Member, Board of Directors  
Flatlands Dance Theatre, 2010–2011
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
American Political Science Association (APSA)
2008–present
American Society for Public Administration (ASPA)
2007–present

Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP)
2010–2012
Academy of Management (AOM)
Student member, 2006–2008  
Doctoral student consortium attendee, 2006

OTHER EXPERIENCE
Summer Research Associate  
North Carolina Cooperative Fish & Wildlife Research Unit

July 1, 2009 – August 12, 2009  
May 15, 2008 – August 15, 2008

Helped develop a graduate-level course on climate change (ZO 624 – Climate Change and Conservation).  Contributed to the development of change scenario models for the South Atlantic Migratory Bird Initiative.    
Holmes, Radford & Avalon, Inc.  
January 20 – May 10, 2003  
Worked as a research aid and grant writer for the nonprofit fundraising consulting firm in St. Louis, MO.  
REFERENCES
George P. Cobb, Ph.D., Chair of the Environmental Science Department

Baylor University

BSB B407.1

One Bear Place #97266

Waco, TX 76798

(254) 710-3409

george_cobb@baylor.edu 

Dennis Daley, Ph.D., Professor of Political Science and Public 

Administration

Dissertation Committee Chair

North Carolina State University
Campus Box 8102
Raleigh, NC 27695-8102
(919) 515-3740

Dennis_Daley@ncsu.edu

Dennis Patterson, Ph.D., Chair of the Department of Political Science
Texas Tech University
Holden Hall 113
Lubbock, TX 79409
(806) 742-4050
dennis.patterson@ttu.edu
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