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Dr. Darrius A. Stanley, Assistant Professor of Educational Leadership. My current research centers community voice in discussions about school improvement, 

equity, and social justice. Specifically, I have been engaged in grant funded research that focuses on student voice (YPAR) to speak to educational and 

community inequities. To date, my involvement and engagement with students and communities has led to greater community influence and funding in 

underserved schools. This research significantly influences my approach to teaching courses in the educational leadership program, as we focus our attention 

on context and diverse stakeholders in our pursuit of educational improvement. My primary goal as an instructor is to inspire students to think critically about 

their role as not only school leaders, but also community leaders.  

Dr. Paul M Worley, Associate Professor of English. I conduct community-based research with Indigenous peoples in Mexico, working in a close knit, 
collaborative environment where projects outcomes are negotiated between myself and members of those communities. I bring that ethos to the classroom by 
frequently designing and implementing outward-facing final projects for my students in conjunction with community partners, and have successfully created 
museum exhibitions at the Bardo Fine Arts Museum, library displays in Jackson and Swain counties, and websites using this model. As such, I understand 
service learning as an undertaking designed to meet the academic and larger needs of students, as well as the particular material needs of community actors. 
Further, to a large extent I understand that, with regard to student learning goals, the process itself is the outcome insofar as through these projects students 
learn to engage the community, negotiate difference, how to work collaboratively with others, and how to interact responsibly and ethically with members of 
the broader community. 

 
Dr. Needham Yancey Gulley, Assistant Professor of Higher Education. I have one course in which students have been doing community service for the 
division of student affairs around assessment projects for the past two years. I would like to work on getting this course designated as an SLC designated class. 
I would also like the space to explore an opportunity to possibly write about the partnership we have with student affairs assessment through the course. 
Additionally, I would like to think about how other courses might be modeled in a service learning lens. Having begun this partnership two years ago, I think 
that a thought piece for faculty in higher education student affairs might be beneficial to helping them understand how to begin such a partnership and 
nurture it. This program seems like a good opportunity to be able to have intentional time and energies devoted to considering how I might infuse service 
learning into other courses in our program. I have also been pondering how we might be able to take our students in the higher education student affairs 
program abroad to help people doing the work of student affairs in countries that do not have such grad programs understand the developmental theory 

behind the work they do. I have found that there is a disconnect there and a desire for those practitioners to learn more. 

 

  

Dr. Cyndy Caravelis, Associate Professor of Criminal Justice. As part of my teaching philosophy, I am a strong proponent of engaged teaching. Every 
semester, I try to bring in exciting guest speakers, take my students on relevant field trips and connect them with opportunities to better understand the 
disenfranchised populations that we learn about in class. Due to the serious and potentially controversial nature of the majority of the classes I teach (which 
focus on race, ethnicity, sexuality and gender inequality), I find that this engagement creates an environment where students feel more comfortable sharing 
and reflecting on their own experiences. I believe that these reflections are perhaps some of the most powerful teaching tools available to us as educators. 
With that said, I have yet to translate these engaged experiences into research presentations and publications, which is an oversight that I hope to correct. 

My goals through participating in this program are threefold. First, I hope to refine my engagement activities while assessing them in a way that will contribute to future 
presentations and publications. Second, I would like to support the good work of our community partners by providing them with a group of students interested in learning 
with and from them. Finally, I would like to support to the mission of WCU by continuing with engagement in my classroom while learning how to better share and publicize the 
important work our students are doing. 
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Dr. Paige Dagenhard, LRT/CTRS, Assistant Professor. Currently, our program is going through a complete overhaul of the courses and moving into a cohort 
model starting fall of 2019. With that, many courses are being added or changed as they fit. I have 2 courses in particular that are moving to a service-
learning course with appropriate lab times. With that, I am moving to provide adequate and meaningful experiences to my students. One course I have set up 
a partnership with the North Carolina Brain Injury Association and the other I am working to partner with Cherokee hospital but would benefit from learning 
more about partnerships and how those are created. While all of this refers to teaching, my research interests are vast and recently focused on moving to 
cohort models and the benefit of that course set up. While I understand the basic nature of the service learning classes, I aim to benefit from FICE and learn 
more that I can incorporate in my classroom. I hope to learn more in depth understandings of service-learning and building connections in the community for 
students. I also aim to benefit the community with the use and services of our program and students. 
 
Katy Allen, MSW, Assistant Professor and Director of Field Education in Social Work. I am interested in expanding and improving the way we evaluate the 

Field Education program in the Department of Social Work. While our current evaluation provides useful feedback about the student experience, we do not 

capture the ways in which the program benefits our partner agencies, their staff, or their clients and communities. While our most direct role is in supporting 

social work students, I conceptualize the Field Education program as working for the benefit of not only students, but also practicing social workers, social 

work agencies, and ultimately, the communities of Western North Carolina who are served by those agencies. My hope is that through participation in the 

FICE program, I can connect with other faculty and staff throughout the University who are thinking about this work every day. I look forward to sharing my 

work with others and learning from their experience and expertise. My goal in participating in the FICE program is to improve my ability to assess and 

articulate the benefits of the Field Education program, not just on students but at a community level. I believe that sharing this knowledge would be a significant contribution to 

other programs in the University that have similar programs as well as other social work programs throughout the country. 

Dr. Scott Eldredge, Assistant Professor of Communication. Having worked with many outside organizations on communication-related service-
learning projects, I am interested in doing more to incorporate community engagement into my research agenda. I am interested in further developing 
and assessing this protocol through a community engagement research project. Similarly, I have had students work with Dr. Susan Hester in Nursing by 
developing communication materials for the School of Nursing's Whee Wagon program. Dr. Hester is wanting to develop a research project on the 
Whee Wagon program, and I would be interested in incorporating a community engagement aspect to this project. For both of these ideas, I could also 
see further service learning work incorporated into my Health Communication course, and also the opportunity to develop a high impact community 
partnership between my department's Health Communication majors and an organization such as Blue Ridge Health. My goal is to help our students 
develop into competent, knowledgeable communication practitioners through community-engaged learning projects that also help improve the health 
and wellness of our state. 

 
Dr. Brandi Hinnant-Crawford, Assistant Professor of Educational Research. I believe the Improvement Science course (EDRS 801) can be a course where we 

teach the principals of improvement science by working in conjunction with community partners to solve real problems of practice (this is NOT savior 

mentality). With larger cohorts, we need a number of organizations to partner with, that will provide reciprocal benefits.  I would also like to explore if 

service learning could be integrated in other courses in ways I am not seeing (especially for distance courses).  I desire to live up to the titles: scholar activist 

and critical pedagogue.  Michael Apple defines a scholar activist as one whose work revolves around societies moral compass.  A critical pedagogue has to 

consciously refine his or her teaching approaches.  I believe the FICE can help me think more critically about how my scholarship impacts the community and 

can help me think of ways to ground my students learning in real experiences that benefit our surrounding community.   
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Heather Mae Erickson, MFA Assistant Professor of Ceramics. Service and Crafts/Ceramics goes hand in hand. Our community is broad but strongly based 
on networking, community engagement and community as a whole.  I want for students to learn about this quality that I do not find in any of the other 
art fields. Our program at WCU is already engaged with the community but I would like to strengthen the bonds as well as set stronger learning outcomes 
for the students / course work. As I am working hard at growing the ceramics area at WCU, I am looking to strengthening opportunities for the program 
as a whole and the individual students. The students are beginning to understand the community network that is ceramics and how we in the field will 
help one another out in good times and bad.  I look forward to developing my ideas further though this opportunity. 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Yue Hillon, Associate Professor of Management. My primary teaching responsibility is in strategic management, both BSBA and MBA capstone 
courses within the College of Business. The curriculum for both courses is designed to provide students with hands-on learning opportunities for 
conceptual knowledge application. By partnering with regional organizations (non-profit and for-profit) to tackle real business and community 
problems, this pedagogical model so far has proven to add value to both students' learning and serve organizations' needs. Over the years I realized 
that many of the organizations approached us with multi-dimensional needs, which would be better addressed through cross-disciplinary 
collaborations. Beyond teaching, I am also a firm believer in action and intervention research and would like to learn from my colleagues at WCU about 
their approaches and various project interests. I would like to learn more about what others on campus, with similar passion and approaches, are 
doing to see if there are opportunities for collaboration.    

 

Dr. Bethany L. Van Brown, Assistant Professor Criminal Justice. Service-learning can help bridge the gap between what happens in the classroom 

and the real world, and is a pedagogical approach that offers distinct advantages for students of emergency management. Most communities have 

many opportunities for disaster-related civic engagement, which can allow students to become involved and invested in their communities. The goal 

of a disaster-focused service learning class is to use recent disasters as an opportunity to instill in students a strong sense of civic responsibility. 

Involving and preparing students for civic engagement is a means to prepare for and respond to disaster and empowers students to help others in 

need. When students can engage in and increase their civil mindfulness, they are better able to embrace an ethic of prevention for a wide-range of 

disaster-like events. In this way, students experience responding to a community need, as well as how to cultivate and sustain long-term relationships 

with the local community and beyond. Increase student's sense of civic mindfulness; increase/strengthen community relationships; bridge gap 

between their and practice; increase community resilience to meteorological disaster, as well as other crises (school shootings; chemical spills, etc.). 

 
 
 

 


