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Timothy Gillespie, the WCU alumnus of 1986, has had the reputation of making Asheville, 

North Carolina smile for over 23 years. After graduating from WCU with a bachelor's in 

chemistry and attending the University of Alabama at Birmingham to complete his DMD in 

dentistry in 1993, Gillespie went on to start his own practice, Gillespie Dental Associates, 

focusing on cosmetic dentistry. Gillespie’s practice has been recognized by Mountain Xpress’ 

Best of WNC awards six years in a row for excellence in dentistry and is evidence of his 

dedication to his patients. This award is also significant to Gillespie personally because it 

emphasizes the years of work he has put in to making his practice flourish. 

  

“I see my greatest career achievement so far as my ability to keep a large dental practice together 

in the face of potentially devastating adversity,” said Gillespie. 
 

Approximately four years after merging practices with another dentist, Gillespie was left as the 

sole owner when his partner was forced to retire due to a neck injury. Gillespie credits not only 

his professional education but also his “well-rounded exposure to humanities and business” at 

WCU to his success. 
 

“I was able to draw on not only my upbringing, but scientific principles learned at Western—yes, 

I was actually able to apply Boyle’s Law of Gases to my business—to not only survive, but 

thrive when massive change disrupted our practice,” stated Gillespie. 

 

Gillespie claims that his story is “not a story of excelling at everything I do, but about 

perseverance.” Over the years, Gillespie has encountered obstacles but he just “keeps learning 

and fine-tuning his goals and vision.” When asked what WCU contributed most to his career, 

Gillespie highlighted his time spent in Hunter Library exploring careers and planning his future. 
 

“It was there that I spent time researching possible careers and thinking about which types of 

occupations would best suit my temperament and skills,” Gillespie says. He states that his 

academic experience at Western prepared him for his profession, too. 

 

“Not only did WCU give me the scientific building blocks for a career in healthcare, but a well-

balanced liberal arts education, as well,” said Gillespie. “I was able to balance the requirements 

for a bachelor's in chemistry with other coursework which helped expand my worldview.”  

 

Gillespie has some advice for current and future students at WCU, too. 
  

“Keep refining your dream,” he says. “It’s hard to decide within four years what you may want 

to do for the rest of your life, but a supportive university environment like WCU can help.” Over 

the years, Gillespie has followed the same advice he gives students by continually “learning and 

fine-tuning his goals and vision.” Gillespie is currently finishing his Master’s in Business 

Administration at North Carolina State University.  

 


