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For Curtis Lorenz, who graduated in 2013, working for Schlumberger Limited, the 

world’s largest oilfield services company, was a means of striking oil, quite literally. 

Since joining the energy industry in 2011, this self-titled “doer” and “avid-learner” has 

worked his way up from a surface-logging geologist to unit supervisor. 

 

Now, in hopes of pursuing “new opportunities,” Lorenz has accepted a position at Kinder 

Morgan, a natural gas and petroleum corporation stationed in Houston. As a 

measurements analyst, this WCU alumnus conducts gas analyses and chromatograph 

support activities.  

 

Before making a name for himself in the Lone Star State, however, Lorenz learned the 

basics in the Carolinas.  

 

Lorenz got his first taste of geology while studying management and organizational 

leadership at Brevard College. Though the business experience proved to be “very 

advantageous” when seeking out jobs, he wanted more education in the way of materials 

science, which he was introduced to in his geology minor coursework.  

 

Thus, in 2010, he enrolled in the geology program at WCU, with a specific focus in solid 

earth and hydrogeology.  

 

For three years, Lorenz immersed himself in coursework and the “natural beauty of 

Appalachia.” He became proficient in Geographic Information System software, served 

as a teaching assistant for a course on mineralogy and networked with professors who 

had worked in various fields of the discipline. 

 

Directly after graduating, Lorenz scored a position with Schlumberger Limited. There, he 

analyzed cuttings for hydrocarbons and recorded his findings on a “mudlog,” a visual 

representation of the rock formations below the ocean floor. As unit supervisor, he also 

acted as a representative for clients such as Chevron, Statoil, British Petroleum, and 

Anadarko. 

 

“My main responsibility was to monitor for well-control situations to prevent blowouts 

like the Deep-Water Horizon disaster,” said Lorenz.  

 

While Lorenz encourages students to, first and foremost, “treasure” their time in the 

Whee, he also stresses the importance of interning, joining professional societies, 

networking, learning programming languages, and becoming familiar with scientific 

tools.    

 

“The exposure to scientific instrumentation and microscopy at the university made my 

transition to the workforce easy,” said Lorenz. “It made me instantly valuable to my 

employers straight out of college.” 



 

In May 2016, Lorenz married a WCU graduate, Whitney Petit, who got her MA in 

Experimental Psychology in 2014. Now, his wife is completing a doctorate at the 

University of Houston. 


