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Christopher Steddum, who graduated in 2012, first cut his teeth on dentistry while 

analyzing organic polymers in a graduate research group led by Dr. Brian Dinkelmeyer, 

an associate professor at WCU. The culminating project allowed the Raleigh-native to 

see the apparent connection between chemistry, material science and, well, the “pearly 

whites.”  

 

Now, with graduation from the East Carolina School of Dental Medicine on the horizon, 

this former Catamount is gearing up for a one-year residency at the Fayetteville VA 

Medical Center.  

 

“The application of science in the real world is very important,” said Steddum. “Students 

should be patient and allow this to happen.” 

 

Still, patience is certainly a virtue. After graduating with a bachelor's in U.S. History 

from UNC-Chapel Hill, the undergraduate eagerly applied to dental school. 

Unfortunately, despite his chemistry minor, his application was rejected.  

 

Frustrated but determined, Steddum decided to “give himself a leg up” by enrolling in 

WCU’s master's program in chemistry. It was there that he met Dr. Joe Davis, a now-

retired dentist at the Jackson County Department of Public Health’s Dental Clinic. 

Though the facility has since evolved into the ECU School of Dental Medicine 

Community Service Learning Center, Davis provided guidance, shedding light on the 

day-to-day grind. 

 

After toiling through an oral thesis defense, working as a teaching assistant, and biking 

the weekends away with the WCU Cycling Team, Steddum was accepted to ECU’s class 

of 2016. Since pushing down to Greenville, North Carolina, he has used his critical 

thinking skills and scientific background to excel despite the rather rigorous curriculum. 

 

“Much of the material on my exams is rooted in the courses I took at Western,” he said. 

“It’s extremely apparent now how important chemistry is in health.” 

 

Despite a looming licensing exam, he is looking forward to many years of working in the 

local community, perhaps even taking a round in Sylva. For the future, Steddum hopes to 

buy his own private practice. Building one from the ground up is also an option.  

 

“Though dentistry is a professional science, it’s also an artistry that involves a lot of 

craftsmanship," said Steddum. “It’s very unique in that way.” 


