
LIBERAL STUDIES OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
FEBRUARY 18, 2002 

 
Members Present: Millie Abel, Mark Couture, Dana Edge, Fred Hinson, Kathy Hosig, 
Don Livingston, Scott Philyaw 
 
Members Absent: Debra Burke, Will Peebles 
 
Guests: Marsha Holmes, Laurel Vartabedian, Valorie Nybo, Dale Carpenter, Michael 
Dougherty 
 
The Liberal Studies Oversight Committee met on Monday, February 18, 2002.  Fred 
Hinson announced that Dr. Jim Costa of the Biology Department had been appointed to 
replace and fill Dr. Gayle Miller’s term on the Committee.  Three guests were present to 
discuss courses in the Core areas of the Liberal Studies Program. 
 
Dr. Laurel Vartabedian, Director of Oral Communication, discussed CMHC 201 Oral 
Communication.  The department will select a new textbook for the course this spring.  
Students participate in one-on-one conversations, group discussions, and in-class 
presentations.  Instructors have integrated technology into the course.  Students must 
use Power Point in at least one in-class presentation.  The department is planning on 
taping student’s speeches and provide feedback to them throughout the semester.  
Students are required to critique a speech which they research and find on the web.  
Database research activity included using Infotrac, Academic Search, and Lexis-Nexis.  
The Communication Skills Rating Form is administered to all students.  Students 
evaluate themselves on their communication behaviors when interacting with others.  
Females have rated themselves higher using this form than males.  Part-time faculty 
are used to teach several sections or this course. 
 
Marsha Holmes, Director of First Year Composition Program, discussed English 101 and 
102 Composition courses.  When the English Department gave a placement test for 
English 101 for freshmen, less than 10% of entering students were able to place out of 
English 101.  Therefore, the department dropped the placement test and now requires 
all students to take a year-long program of English 101 and 102.  All the principles and 
objectives of the Liberal Studies Program are incorporated through a variety of 
processes used in teaching these courses.  The FYC adopted Learning Outcomes 
developed by the National Writing Program Administrators and a copy of these was 
given to each Committee member.  The goal of these outcomes reinforces the goals of 
the Liberal Studies program to strengthen student writing in all courses of the Liberal 
Studies Program. 
 
The FYC program implemented a new program assessment method via random 
sampling of student portfolios.  Considerable time, space, and money will be needed to 
continue to implement this assessment method. 



 
The FYC program is taught mainly by non-tenure-trace faculty who receive the least 
incentive and reward for teaching.  Most teach a 4/3 course load exclusively of first-
year students which goes against the guidelines of (CCCC) which recommends no more 
than sixty writing students per semester per instructor.  Non-tenure-track faculty teach 
the English 101 and 102 writing core but the tenured and tenure-track faculty make the 
curricular and personnel decisions about it.  No incentives or rewards have been made 
available for faculty teaching Liberal Studies courses in the English Department.  
 
The use of technology in teaching composition is at peak capacity until further staffing 
resources are available. 
 
Dr. Valorie Nybo, Coordinator of Health 123 – Health and Wellness, discussed this 
course in the Liberal Studies program.  This course provides students the opportunity to 
recognize health as a personal issue and to improve their wellness related skills and 
knowledge.  A Fitness component is integrated into the course.  Some of the fitness 
components are weight training, basketball, jogging, dance, soccer, aquarobics, tennis 
and swimming.  There are 40 sections with 40 students in each section.  Class size is 
too large.  Students fill out a personal health inventory and use a heart rate monitor in 
some of their activities.  One of the goals of the course is for students to change their 
attitude and behavior about wellness over the course of the semester.  Course taught 
primarily by part-time faculty. 
 
Dr. Michael Dougherty and Dr. Dale Carpenter appeared before the Committee to 
request a re-consideration of the Committee’s decision not to count six hours of a 
Disciplinary Focus Area to also count for six hour in the Liberal Studies for the following 
degree programs: Elementary Education, Middles Grades Education, Physical Education, 
and Special Education.  They pointed out that these programs are unique because each 
require a twenty-four hour course of study in a second academic concentration required 
of education students enrolled in a B.S.Ed. program.  This is an additional requirement 
for these four programs besides the Liberal Studies, Professional Education 
requirements and major requirements.  They pointed out that up to six credit hours of 
general studies requirements may also be counted toward the disciplinary focus area by 
a recommendation of the UNC Board of Governors passed in 1986.  They suggested 
that the Committee study what other UNC institutions are doing in meeting this 
requirement and the recommendation by the Board of Governors.  The Committee 
assured Dr. Dougherty and Dr. Carpenter that they would study their request and 
respond after spring break. 
 
The next LSOC meeting will be on Monday, March 4, 2002 at 3:00 p.m. in the Rogers 
Room of the University Center. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m. 
 



Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Fred Hinson 
 
 


