
�Boardwalk Renovation 
As frequent visitors to the Station know, a major feature of our Botanical Garden is the boardwalk going 
through the bog where Mill Creek enters Lindenwood Lake.  This is a popular spot for Garden visitors to 
view populations of pitcher plants, grass of parnassus, cranberries, and other wonderful natives that grow in 
wet environments.  This boardwalk was constructed approximately ten years ago and it has since become 
unsafe due to rotting boards and support beams.  We were forced to close the boardwalk and are now in the 
process of replacing the structure.   We opted to use environmentally friendly materials that also have the 
benefit of a very long guaranteed life span and low maintenance.  We’ve settled on a system that uses steel 
frames and a recycled decking product in place of lumber.  The demolition and installation work is being 
performed by Station staff, pictured here.  

This unexpected expense has strained the Foundation’s finances this year, and we are currently seeking 
donations for this extensive new project.  Remember, it is not too late to make your year end, tax deductible 
donation to the Foundation, and your support is especially appreciated to help us with the boardwalk.  As 
always, your support is vital to the ongoing improvements in the Botanical Garden. 

Student Highlights 
Students of the Institute of the Environment, in residence at HBS during the fall semester, delivered their 
final presentations at their closing event at the Station last Wednesday.  It was the inaugural event for the 
ground floor of the Bruce Biodiversity Building, which was recently renovated with funds from the National 
Science Foundation.  The presentations related to research and service internships that were conducted 
throughout the course of the semester for the Audubon Society, Coweeta Hydrologic Lab, the Wilderness 
Society, the Little Tennessee Watershed Association, and the Highlands Plateau Greenway.   In addition to 
preparing an oral presentation of their results, the students prepared reports that will be bound into a volume 
and available in the Reinke Library at HBS as well as electronically at the HBS website.  The titles are listed 
below:  

·  Survey of Eurycea longicauda longicauda habitat in the Little Tennessee and Nantahala river 
drainages  

·  Changes in bird species in Highlands, North Carolina 1884-2009  
·  Revegetation designs for he Highlands Plateau Greenway  
·  Informing the public on the water quality within the Little Tennessee watershed  
·  The Coweeta LTER schoolyard program study boxes: a model for hands-on science teaching 

resources  
·  Fishing for answers: an analysis of biomonitoring trends in seven watersheds within the Little 

Tennessee River basin (group research project)  

New Administrative Director for the Foundation 
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Holiday Greetings from  
Highlands Biological Station 

 

 


