Holiday Greetings from

Highlands Biological Station

Boardwalk Renovation

As frequent visitors to the Station know, a major featireur Botanical Garden is the boardwalk going
through the bog where Mill Creek enters Lindenwood Lake. iSkaspopular spot for Garden visitors to
view populations of pitcher plants, grass of parnassushernaes, and other wonderful natives that grow ir
wet environments. This boardwalk was constructed approxiyriatelyears ago and it has since become
unsafe due to rotting boards and support beams. We areeglfto close the boardwalk and are now in the
process of replacing the structure. We opted to use endraaly friendly materials that also have the
benefit of a very long guaranteed life span and low maamee. We've settled on a system that uses stee
frames and a recycled decking product in place of lumbke demolition and installation work is being
performed by Station staff, pictured here.

This unexpected expense has strained the Foundation’sdsthris year, and we are currently seeking
donations for this extensive new project. Remembernibtisoo late to make your year end, tax deductibl
donation to the Foundation, and your support is especiallgaipped to help us with the boardwalk. As
always, your support is vital to the ongoing improvements iBttanical Garden.

Student Highlights

Students of the Institute of the Environment, in residené&tB& during the fall semester, delivered their
final presentations at their closing event at the StdéisnWednesday. It was the inaugural event for the
ground floor of the Bruce Biodiversity Building, which wasenstly renovated with funds from the Nationa
Science Foundation. The presentations related torobsaad service internships that were conducted
throughout the course of the semester for the Audubont$oCieweeta Hydrologic Lab, the Wilderness
Society, the Little Tennessee Watershed Associationthenidighlands Plateau Greenway. In addition to
preparing an oral presentation of their results, the stsgeapared reports that will be bound into a volum
and available in the Reinke Library at HBS as welllestenically at the HBS website. The titles are tiste
below:

- Survey ofEurycea longicauda longicaudebitat in the Little Tennessee and Nantahala river
drainages

- Changes in bird species in Highlands, North Carolina 1884-2009

- Revegetation designs for he Highlands Plateau Greenway

- Informing the public on the water quality within the Littlerinessee watershed

- The Coweeta LTER schoolyard program study boxes: a modehfals-on science teaching
resources

- Fishing for answers: an analysis of biomonitoring trendewers watersheds within the Little
Tennessee River basin (group research project)

New Administrative Director for the Foundation




