
Forrest Gander was born in Barstow, California, in 1956. He   attended the College of

William   and Mary and received an M.    A. from San Francisco State   Un iversity. He holds degrees in  
Geology and Literature. Gander   is the a uthor of Torn Awake    (New Direction s, 2001),   Science &
Steepleflower   (1998), Deeds of Utmost  Kindness (1994), Lynchburg  (1993), and Rush to the Lake (1988).
He is the editor of Mouth to Mouth: 12 Contemporary Mexican Women Poets (1993), a bilingual anthology
of contemporary Mexican poets, and the tra nslator of Death of the Kiss: The Selected Poems of Pura
López Colomé. He also co-translated The Selected Poems of Jaime  Saen z. Among his honors and  awards
are a Whiting Award, two Gertrude Stein  A wards for Innovative American Writing, an d  fellowships
from the National Endowment for the A rts  and Yaddo.

Keeping an Appointment

 Like you I nearly died once.

While I drove myself from the doctor
 who explained the operation's urgency, my hands
 began to spasm and I swerved
 into a Sinclair and called
 the woman who was going to marry me.
 To heighten the drama
 by sharing it. Called her,
 who stopped speaking to me one day
 years later, with reason, like a faucet 
 turned off. I sobbed 
 the first exciting prospect of my death,
 my exquisite lo neliness.
 And as she gasped blind sympath y, 
 I heard behind me in the pitiful afternoon
 the far-off howling of dogs from a horizon
 I of course did not believe in
 any more than in my love for h er.
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