Informed Consent Form

My name is Chris Cooper. I am an Assistant Professor of Political Science at Western Carolina University.  

I am conducting research to better understand political communication in State Capitol politics.  We are interested in how journalists and people who provide them with information interact.  We are visiting several state capitals and will compare political communication across these different settings.  

Your involvement in this project involves answering a series of general questions about your work in the State Capitol. This will take about 1 hour. Your participation is voluntary. You may withdraw at any time or decline to answer any question you choose.  Your responses will be held strictly confidential. There are no foreseeable risks to you for participating in this study.

If you have any questions, please discuss them with me at this time.  However, if you would like to discuss this research at another time, you should contact me at 828-227-____ or my co-investigator, Martin Johnson, Department of Political Science, Western Carolina University, 828-227-____.  If you have any questions or concerns about your treatment as a participant in this study, you can reach the Chair of the Western Carolina University Institutional Review Board through WCU’s Office of Research Administration at 828-227-7212. 

Please complete the portion of the consent form below:

I do □ or do not □ give my permission to the investigators to directly quote from my responses in their research.

The investigators may □ or may not □ digitally record this interview.


Date:	_____________________________

Name:	_________________________________________________ 
	print

Name:	_________________________________________________ 
	signature

