Below is a list of topics and facts that are likely to gain traction with the DOT. Feel free to use them in your own words, add to them, etc. This list is meant to inspire and remind people of topics that could go into your own comment letter to the DOT. 

· In its current form, this section of road is considered by the bicycle community as one of, if not the, most dangerous roads in Jackson County. It is commonly referred to as “the gauntlet”.  The amount of traffic, lots of large trucks, high speeds and no shoulders make it a very feared road by cyclists. 

· Cyclist use this section of road! The DOT will conduct a traffic survey of that section of road to understand the traffic frequency and type of vehicles. This traffic survey does not include bicycles, so it is important to communicate that cyclists frequent this section. 

· This section of road is critical to cycling in the county because:
· There is no alternate route around this section

· It connects other roads that cyclists frequent – Caney Fork and Hwy 281
· Proximity to the University

· Only route for bicycle commuting to work and university from Southern Jackson County

· Two nationally know cycling events use this road, the Tour de Tuck and the Tour de Cashiers.
· The DOT bike policy states the following: 

· “Each project shall have a documented finding with regard to existing or future bicycle needs.” 
· We need to establish a need for accommodation for bicycles on this road

· “If bicycle usage is shown likely to be significant… then plans for and designs of highway construction projects along new corridors, and for improvement projects along existing highways, shall include provisions for bicycle facilities (e.g. bike lanes, paved shoulders, wide outside lanes…)” 

· All policy at: http://ncdot.org/transit/bicycle/laws/laws_bikepolicy2.html

· A paved four foot shoulder with no rumble strips or a designated bike lane on the shoulder of the highway are adequate accommodations for cyclists on this stretch of road. 

