Western Carolina University

Researcher’s Acknowledgement of Rights and Obligations under the University’s Patent Procedures and Copyright Policy 

Before you begin your sponsored research, the Technology Transfer Office would like to remind you of two university policies/procedures.

1. The University’s patent procedures begin at page 156 of the 2005-2006 Faculty Handbook. Those procedures describe the various ownership interests in any inventions that may be developed through your research. Revenue sharing among you, any co-inventors, the University and your academic department is also described. Please note that the terms of your particular funding document may supercede the financial relationships described above. If you have any questions about the requirements of your particular funding document or the patent procedures, please discuss them with the Director of Sponsored Research. The Director will involve the Technology Transfer Office or Legal Counsel as appropriate.
2. The patent procedures provide that University “personnel who, either alone or in association with others, make an invention in which the university has or may have an interest shall disclose such inventions on forms provided for this purpose ….” A copy of the disclosure form, entitled “Report of Invention” is attached to this Acknowledgement. An electronic copy may be found on the Legal Counsel’s web page. A completed form must be filed in the Legal Counsel’s office.
3. If you are not sure whether you should file a Report of Invention, please contact the Technology Transfer Office to discuss the situation before completing the form.
4. The University’s Copyright Policy is University Policy #84 and may be found in the Faculty Handbook or on the University’s web site. As you will see, copyrights are generally owned by the creator of the work. In certain situations described in the policy, ownership interests may belong to others. As with patents, the terms of your particular funding document may supercede the ownership relationships described above. Please direct any questions to the Director of Sponsored Research.

5. Should you be interested in receiving commercialization assistance from the University for any copyrighted material you may own, please contact the University’s Technology Transfer Office.

Received and reviewed: ___________________________________  Date: ___________
                                                Faculty/Staff Member
CONFIDENTIAL

Western Carolina University
Report of Invention
1.
Inventor(s): (List name, professional affiliation, mailing address, telephone. Underline name of person to contact for more information.)

Pursuant to the Patent Policy and Procedures of Western Carolina University, I/we hereby disclose details about the following invention:
2.
Title of Invention:

3.
Date of Invention: (Indicate actual or approximate dates.) 

Earliest conception:


Experimentation period: 

Reduction to practice:
4.
Brief Description of Invention: (Identify whether invention is a new process, composition of matter, a device, one or more products, a new use for or an improvement to an existing product or process. Include nature, purpose, operation and basic characteristics of the invention.)


(Use additional sheets if necessary and attach descriptive materials that may promote a better understanding of the invention.)

5. 
Publication:


(a) Indicate details of any full or partial disclosure of this invention by any of the inventors named in paragraph 1. The means may have been one or more of the following: manuscript, article, report, grant application, thesis, abstract, demonstration, sales catalog, news release, internal memorandum, or oral presentation. Specify date and attach copies of written disclosures insofar as possible.

(b) Describe in detail any plans for disclosure of this invention in the near future. (This may include submission of a manuscript, a formal publication, oral presentation, a showing, offer of samples, or a sale.)
6.
Sponsorship for Work Leading to the Invention: 

Sponsor(s):


Contract or grant number: 

Funding period: 

Principal Investigator: 

Attach relevant patent sections from the funding instrument or sponsor's policy manual if available.
7. 
Prospects for Commercialization:

(a) Indicate any apparent commercial interest. Please name companies and specific persons if possible.


(b) List names of other qualified firms with your comments, if any.

8.
Signature(s) of Inventor(s):

______________________________
______________________

Signature




date
______________________________
______________________
Signature




date
______________________________
______________________
Signature




date
9. Signature of Person Witnessing This Disclosure:

______________________________
_______________________

Signature




date
______________________________
Typed name and title
10. Signature of Department Chair(s) Affected by This Disclosure:

______________________________
_______________________

Signature




date

______________________________

Typed name and title
______________________________
_______________________
Signature




date

______________________________

Typed name and title
Please send this form to the university's legal counsel.

11. Legal Counsel:
______________________________
___________________________
Signature




Date disclosure received in 







Office of the Legal Counsel

______________________________
___________________________

Typed name and title



Telephone

