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Introduction

The university classifies its programs and courses into two categories: resident and distance learning (DL).  Students should become familiar with the classification of their programs, because each has a different tuition and fee structure.  Resident programs are located on campus in Cullowhee or at resident centers in Asheville/Buncombe County and Cherokee.  Degree or certificate programs that are approved for DL serve students away from the Cullowhee campus and its resident centers.  Course sections are classified as resident or distance based on the intended population to be served.  Although course section classifications as resident or distance typically follow program designations, there are exceptions.  So, during the on-line registration process, students should look at the CAMPUS designation to determine whether the course section is a resident or distance course for tuition purposes. 
Tuition and Fees 
Tuition and fees are based on program and/or course section campus classification and are applied to all academic terms.  Typically, resident and distance students enroll in course sections in the same classification as their program (e.g. distance students enroll in distance courses).  Occasionally, students may find it necessary to enroll in a course section whose designation is different from the classification of their approved programs.  When this occurs, distance and part-time resident students will be charged the tuition and fees associated with the classification of each individual course section (resident or distance). Full-time resident students will be charged their full-time rate regardless of the combination of resident and distance course sections. Since there is no full-time rate for DL students, they will be charged the part-time rate for resident courses in which they enroll unless their program has a special provision to be charged otherwise.  Special provisions may be approved for specific programs (e.g. Military and Jamaican programs).
Decisions regarding a student’s change of status (distance or resident) will be made as follows:

1) The Dean of the college which houses the student’s program should submit a written recommendation to the Registrar.

2) Upon review of the Dean’s recommendation, the Registrar will make a recommendation to the Dean of the Graduate School and Research.

3) If necessary, the Dean of the Graduate School and Research will consult with the Associate Dean of Educational Outreach.

4) The Dean of the Graduate School and Research will issue a decision regarding the student’s change in status.

5) If a change in status is granted by the Dean of the Graduate School and Research, the Graduate School will change the student’s status and notify all affected parties (including the Registrar) in writing.
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