The Psychology of Hate: Online Course
Summer 2013
Instructor: 
L. Alvin Malesky, Jr., Ph.D.

Office:

302 Q Killian 

Office Phone:
227-3357

Email:

malesky@wcu.edu
Course Description: This is an online course. This course examines the psychological factors that gave rise to one of the worst atrocities in human history. We will begin by reviewing the social, political, and historical factors that set the stage for the Third Reich’s coming to power. We will then attempt to understand, from a psychological perspective, how seemingly normal and ordinary people could participate (directly and indirectly) in genocide. We will also see that crimes against humanity are not limited to the Nazis and have unfortunately occurred on multiple occasions after World War II.  Finally, on a somewhat lighter note we will examine King Ludwig, his “Disney Castle,” and what factors led him to be found incompetent to be king. 
Textbook:

We will not use a textbook; however, you will have assigned readings.  These readings will be posted on Blackboard as pdfs. Note that I will assign several chapters from “The Psychology of Hate” by Robert Sternberg (ISBN: 1-59147-184-2). The campus bookstore should have this book if you decide to purchase it.
Learning Objective:

1. Understand the social, political, and historical factors that set the stage for the rise of the Third Reich. 

2. Become familiar with the social psychology research that explains how ordinary individuals can engage in horrific behaviors. 

3. Understand what has been done to prevent future acts of genocide as well as understand how/why these efforts have not always been successful.  

4. Become familiar with King Ludwig and see just what it took for him to be found “incompetent to be king” as well as find out what happened to Ludwig on that dark and stormy night many years ago.

Course/Classroom Expectations:  

1. There will be a lot of reading for this course.  You MUST do the reading!!!!

2. We will be discussing intense subject matter during this course. It is possible that there will be multiple and perhaps conflicting views regarding the subjects we discuss. It is imperative that even if you do not agree with your classmates’ views you respect their right to hold them. 

3. You must complete and submit all assignments by the due date.  Late work will not be accepted.
Grades:
Discussion Board:




200 possible points
40%

Final Summary Paper:




200 possible points
40%

Trip Preparation Papers or Reaction Papers:

100 possible points
20%






Discussion Board: I will post four questions (one each week - Monday morning) on the discussion board prior to our trip. The discussion board is set up to be a “reflection loop.”  In other words, you will need to respond to my initial question (post) on Monday of each week.  You will then need to respond to at least four of your classmates’ posts.  Each of these postings is worth a maximum of ten (10) points. Thus, you could earn a maximum of 50 points per week. Maximum points for the discussion board are 200. Below is the grading rubric for the discussion board postings.  
Note: I will be actively monitoring and posting on the board.
	0 Points
	2 Point
	4 Points
	6 Points
	8 Points
	10 Points

	Does not respond to postings; does not participate freely. No effort to participate in learning community as it develops.
	Does not respond to most postings. Does not make effort to participate in learning community as it develops; seems indifferent.
	Occasionally makes meaningful reflection; marginal effort to become involved with discussion.
	Consistently attempts to direct the discussion and to present relevant viewpoints for consideration by group; interacts freely.
	Frequently responds to posting; demonstrates good self-initiative.

Frequently attempts to motivate the group discussion; presents creative approaches to topic.
	Exceeds all expectations when responding to posts. 


You can also earn points that are not listed above (e.g., 1, 3 5, 7, & 9).
You will only be able to post for the current week.  In other words, if you forget to post the previous week then you lose your opportunity to earn any points for that week. You can post as many times as you like each week.  More posts = more participation = more points – up to 50 points each week (assuming that your posts are of quality to begin with).
Netiquette: You will be communicating with one another via the discussion board.  It is likely that you will not always agree with the opinions of your fellow group members.  Disagreement is fine but you will need to respect others’ views.  Thus, personal attacks and derogatory comments will not be tolerated.  If, however, you do disagree with someone, then I expect you to state your position in an articulate fashion on the discussion board.      

Final Summary Paper: You will need to write a ten page paper on the Third Reich specifically and genocide more generally (using APA writing style and proper grammar).  You will need to incorporate the social psychological research in this paper. The paper needs to be based on quality sources including empirical/peer-reviewed articles and NOT just information obtained from the Internet. This paper must be turned in on or before our last day of class. There are 200 total points possible for this assignment.  
Trip Preparation Papers: This assignment is only for students going on the trip.  If you are not going on the trip then please do the weekly reaction paper assignment.   
You will need to turn in four trip preparation papers (one each week).  Each paper is worth a maximum of 25 points. Thus, the trip preparation paper assignment will be worth a maximum total of 100 points. The topics and due dates for these papers are:


Topic


Due Date

1st 

Munich

Sunday 

2nd 

Venice


Sunday 

3rd 


Lucerne Region
Sunday 
4th 


Frankfurt

Friday by 5pm.

I would like you to create a “summary” of the places that we will visit.  Feel free to use pictures, maps, etc.  Don’t worry about APA style for this assignment.  I know you can get all of this information from Wikipedia but I would like you to use multiple sources.  For example you can get a ton of information from the Germany Embassy’s website (http://www.germany.info/relaung/info/missions/embassy/embassy.html). Please include a list of your sources as well as the following in your papers.
· You will need to include a section on the history of the country and city.  This could be in a narrative format (a couple of paragraphs) or bullet points. 
· List the currency of the country and current exchange rate.  
· I would like to have a thumbnail sketch of the population (e.g. demographics).  Again, this can be bullet or narrative format. 
· Explain the political structure of the country as well as the country’s current political relationship with the United States.  
· Include pictures of the flag and where the country is located on a map.  
· What is popular cuisine of the country?  What should we expect to eat?

· I would like you to include three phrases in both English and in the language of the topic country. You will need to be able to say these phrases when we get to the country.  For example, “Hi, my name is…”  Note that I have included youtube clips for learning German on Blackboard. 
· Finally, while you are doing research on the topic city I would like you to pick one place in the city that you really want to visit.  Provide a description of this location/structure/museum/event/etc and state how you plan on getting there from our hotel. You have the addresses (and email addresses) of the hotels that we will be staying at.  You can give walking directions, subway, train, etc.   I can’t promise you that we will be able to get to all of these locations but we can try. 
It is difficult to give a page length expectation given the nature of this assignment.  If you use pictures, maps, bullet points, then it could be eight to ten pages.  Again, I don’t want this to be “busy work” but a way for you to prep and become knowledgeable about the places we are going to visit.      
Reaction Papers: The reaction paper assignment is only for the students not going on the trip. If you are going on the trip then please do the weekly trip preparation paper assignment instead of the reaction papers. 
You will need to turn in a reaction paper (typed-double space) on the readings. There will be four reaction papers (one each week) each worth a maximum of 25 points.  Thus, the reaction paper assignment will be worth a maximum total of 100 points.  Each paper should be a minimum of two pages.  You have wide latitude on what you address in your papers; however, I would encourage you to consider the course title (Psychology of Hate) to provide some structure in guiding your reactions.  The due dates for the reaction papers are: Sunday (5/19), Sunday (5/26), Sunday (6/02), and Friday (6/7) by 5pm.

GRADES: 
475 - 500 =  
95 – 100 =
A




450 – 474 = 
90 – 94 =
A-      




435 – 449 =
87 – 89 =
B+




415 – 434 =
83 – 86 =
B




400 – 414 =
80 - 82 =
B-




385 – 399 =
77 - 79 =
C+




365 – 384 =
73 – 76 =
C




350 – 364 =
70 – 72 =
C-




335 – 349 =
67 – 69 =
D+




315 – 334 =
63 – 66 =
D




300 - 314 =
60 – 62 =
D-




< 299
     =
< 59      =
F

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: Western Carolina University is committed to providing equal educational opportunities for students with documented disabilities.  Students who require disability services or reasonable accommodations must identify themselves as having a disability and provide current diagnostic documentation to Disability Services.  All information is confidential.  Please contact Disability Services for more information at (828) 227-2716 or 144 Killian Annex.

Online Links of Help/Interest:

· CAT Tutoring Center: http://www.wcu.edu/9438.asp provides small-group tutoring for many 100 and 200-level classes and workshops to help students improve their study skills. Tutoring sessions are designed to help students improve their study techniques and understanding of course material.

· Writing Center: http://www.wcu.edu/54.asp
· Hunter Library: http://www.wcu.edu/404.asp
