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Susan L. Swanger is Associate Professor of Accounting, and Master of Accountancy Program Director at Western Carolina University.  Dr. Swanger holds a BSBA from Kent State University, an MBA from Western Carolina University and PhD from the University of South Carolina.  Dr. Swanger’s professional experience includes management positions in auditing at Grant Thornton and Ernst & Young, and service as a staff member of the Enforcement Division of the US Securities & Exchange Commission in Washington DC.   A CPA in North Carolina and Florida (inactive), she is a member of the American Institute of CPAs, the North Carolina Association of CPAs, the American Accounting Association, and the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners.  Her published works have appeared in the Journal of Accountancy, Auditing: A Journal of Practice & Theory, the Journal of Forensic Accounting, the Academy of Accounting and Financial Studies Journal, the Journal of Finance Case Research, Oil, Gas & Energy Quarterly, and Commercial Lending Review.  She was named the NCACPA Outstanding Educator in 2007.
Swanger lives in Fines Creek, a small community outside of Waynesville NC, with her husband, Mark, a retired FBI Special Agent and County Commissioner.  Their elder daughter, Amber, also lives in Fines Creek with husband, Paul, and children Daniel and Lorena.  Younger daughter, Rebecca, is a Service Coordinator for Babies Can’t Wait Early Intervention Program and resides with her husband, Craig, in Winder, GA.

Swanger is an avid sports fan, serving in the past as the Chairman of the WCU Athletics Committee.  She is a member of the Graduate Council at WCU, and also services on the Graduate Council of the UNC System.  She is a proud supporter of Folkmoot USA, the official North Carolina International Festival, and has served as Treasurer and a member of the Executive Board of that organization (and the related Border Memorial Foundation) for many years, and Chairman of the Audit Committee.
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