  Minutes

Sustainability Council
September 17, 2010	
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
UC Catamount Room
	Energy Management Updates:
Capital Projects:
· Performance Contracting is currently in the design review phase
· $717K ARRA grant approved – retro-commission HFR.  We are currently going through the designer selection process.
Misc. Items: 
· House Bill 1292 was passed.  This will allow energy savings dollars to stay with each university rather than reverting back to the general state fund.  60% of these funds must be used for tangible energy savings projects on campus.
· New Energy Office GA – Meghan Kearns is a second year graduate student in the College Student Personnel program.  After graduation, she hopes to work as a campus sustainability coordinator.  She is currently working 20 hours a week to increase student involvement in green initiatives on campus.
· Facilities Management and the EcoCATS are coordinating the recycling efforts for this year’s Mountain Heritage Day.  This is the first time the event has had recycling available.  The coordinators are looking for student, faculty and staff volunteers.
· We are interested in using PR’s “Maggie Campaign” to promote sustainable efforts on campus.
· ES495 is completing a campus-wide recycling evaluation.  We hope to start seeing data in the next few weeks.

	


Green Tours of WCU
· Water Plant – October 29 9:30am – 10:30am.  Meet at Facilities Management Building.
· Tour of Health building – spring 2010.  
	
	Sub-committee development –
· Sub committees met to discuss their missions and goals.
· Programming and Outreach Subcommittee Description   
· Facilitate student and community engagement in sustainability initiatives
· Advertise and promote sustainability initiatives on campus
·  Integrate sustainability initiatives across all university divisions
· Initiate dialogue and reflection on sustainability issues
· Education and Academic Integration Subcommittee Description
· The mission of the Education and Academic Integration Committee is to increase awareness of sustainability as a topic in the classroom and show how it fits with the WCU 2020 institutional strategic planning (Realizing the Vision, Planning for our Preferred Future), QEP, and E-Briefcase. 
· Goals 
· Have a sustainability representative meet with faculty via department meetings (similar to what Hunter Library, Career Services, Honors College representatives do) 
· Obtain information from faculty regarding WCU courses that contain sustainability content to be able to pursue # 3 and # 4. 
· Green icon next to WCU courses that contain significant content – course contents includes either a paper or project on sustainability for students to complete. 
· Create an interdisciplinary sustainability major. 
· Planned and Natural Environment Subcommittee Description
· The Planned and Natural Environment sub-committee encourages and advocates for more sustainable planning and purchasing for campus facilities. We also seek to educate the campus community.
· Goals are to involve the following campus departments:
· Facilities Management
· Increasing motion-sensing lighting 
· Using more native plants in campus gardens
· Encouraging Water conservation
· Dining Services
· Reducing student waste at Dining Facilities
· Purchasing
· Implementing guidelines for office supplies, etc.
	



