  Minutes

Sustainability Council
December 12, 2010
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
UC - Catamount Room #215
	Energy Management Updates:
· $717K ARRA grant – retro-commission HFR Administration– 
· Design phase has been initiated
· Performance Contracting – BOT 11/30/10, UNC BOG 1/14/11
· Lauren will be meeting with the UNC BOG next month to approve the $5.6mill capital project
· ES 495 Recycling Assessment update – Recycling Survey
· Lauren, Terry and her GA (Meghan), all attended the presentation of results for the Recycling Assessment held last semester.  
· Very informative, showed how much recycling is still being placed into the waste stream with our current recycling program.  
· Recommendations included: increase ease to recycle, increase knowledge about what is recyclable, focus on residence halls.
· Green Energy Guide 
· In its first stages.  Will be completed by mid-march
· Orientation –
· The office is interested in creating a ‘discount mug program’.  The program works in two ways:  
· 1.  All incoming freshman will receive a free mug, and all other students will (hopefully) be able to purchase the same mug at campus retail locations.  
· 2.  With the help of Aramark, students will receive discounts on certain beverages when using their WCU mug.
· Another proposed option was to have a discount sticker rather than a discount mug.  This way, students can use mugs they already have rather than buy new ones.
· Another idea was to contact local potters to see what price they would charge for a mass order.
· Orientation also gives all of its students WCU’ usb jump drives.  The WCU green energy guide will be installed onto all of these new drives for Fall 2011 incoming freshman.
· Updates from the group-
·  George Ford announced that the department of Construction Management received a $250k grant to fund energy audit internships from the NC department of commerce.  The amount will fund internships for 33 students, but the department is asking for donations from the employers accepting the interns.  George is looking for business to receive energy consumption audits. gford@email.wcu.edu
· We will be adding “recycling bin” to the Residential Living list of ‘things to bring to college’.
· There is an interest from the group to see a “WCU Master Plan” presentation to make sense of the current construction.  Laure will talk to Mr. Wiley about doing such a presentation.
· One member mentioned having a GIS class complete a sidewalk system assessment of the WCU campus.
	

	Events:
Schlittentag Showdown – Recycle Sled Competition – Spring 2011 – First Big Snow
· The Reporter is interested in completing a feature article on the event
· More information at the next meeting
Earth Day – ideas?  
· George Ford has cells and batteries to use for a power demonstration
· Ask Brett Butler if he is interested in setting up his teepee for the celebration
BOT in March-
· Lauren will be giving a 45 minute presentation to the WCU BOT about past, present, and future energy conservation plans.  The presentation will also cover the student affairs/student programming side of the conservation efforts 
	

	New logo for Council
 [image: ] Option 3 (seen here) was voted on by the Council
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Idea Bank – divided by subcommittee:   
· Programming & Outreach - awareness programs, campus events, etc.
· Education & behavior change 
· Create list of service opportunities
· Create a WCU sustainability policy
· Education & Academic Integration – academic curriculum 
· Course offering data collection
· Get more faculty involved
· Working w/ Faculty Center to offer green work shops
· Use meeting schedule template for fall to adapt to faculty schedules.
· Planned & Natural Environment – waste reduction & recycling, green building, dining services, energy management, operations & maintenance, etc.  
· Review existing policies (Pay for Print & Purchasing)
· Virtual green tour
· Goodwill trailer at move out
· Water quality advocacy
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