Provost Newsletter Submission-
International Programs & Services- Study Abroad Section:
Continued Growth in WCU Study Abroad -
-From Fall 08 to Fall 09 WCU saw a 31% increase in students studying abroad.  This contrasts with an estimated 2% drop in UNC-system study abroad students during this difficult economic year.
-From Summer 08 to Summer 09 WCU also saw a 39% increase.
-While WCU’s numbers are encouraging, it is clear that finances are becoming more important since the numbers from Fall 08 to Fall 09 would have been at least a 43% increase in WCU students studying abroad but was limited by the fact that a significant number of WCU students decided after their acceptance to not study abroad…financial issues being the primary reason for these late withdrawals.  Therefore, one of the primary areas of work ahead for the study abroad section will be to identify more sources for grants, scholarships, and other sources of funding to help make study abroad more affordable.
- For the 2008-2009 year WCU sent just under 2% of its students abroad which roughly compares with UNC-Greensboro’s rate and the national average for U.S. Universities.  However, there is much room for improvement, since our colleagues at Appalachian State sent over 4.5% of their students abroad last year.
Growing Diversity in Destinations-
-While Western Europe continues to be the most popular study abroad destination, programs in Asia are significantly growing.  6 WCU students (Elizabeth Nicholls, Phong Vang, See Vang, Thac Vang, Ray Swanson, and Tracy Wright), along with IPS Assistant Director, Dr. Claudia Bryant participated in the Korean Summer Studies Program at Hannam University this  past summer- a fivefold increase, and  three WCU students will be studying in Japan (Lauren Levine, Khallandra Coley, Anthony Corbett)  and three in China (Neil Byrd, Andres Guillama & Sebastian Guillama) this Fall, including our first student going to study at our partner, Chongqing Technical and Business University (CTBU) for Fall 09. 
- Other new destinations include WCU’s first student going on a Forensic Anthropology internship in Portugal (Heather Nichols), and another student who went on an internship with Cross Cultural Solutions to Guatemala this past summer (Kayla Russell).  WCU will also be leading the UNC-system by sending two students to partner universities in Finland for Fall 09 (Michael Frixen & Elizabeth Smith), and we have one WCU student applying to study at the University of Ghana (Stephen Herlocker), and another (Leia Hayes) who is going with NYU for archaeological field work in Egypt for the Spring 2010 semester.
-For Fall 09, the Study Abroad Section in conjunction with Faculty-led Programs will be rolling out our promotion of the Middelburg Center for Transatlantic Program (MCTS).  This study abroad program represents a completely new opportunity for both WCU students and faculty to take part in an international consortium of faculty and students from around the world and is housed on the grounds of the Roosevelt Academy in The Netherlands. For more information see the following website: http://www.transatlanticstudies.org/
Building New and Existing Partnerships
-Israel University Study Tour- From March 15-25, Study Abroad Advisor, John Schweikart participated in an Israel university tour with international educators from 18 other U.S. Universities.  This tour which was largely funded by the Israel University Consortium of Tel Aviv University, Haifa University, Ben Gourion of the Negev, and Hebrew University highlighted these four excellent universities that were part of the University of North Carolina Exchange Program (UNCEP) until 2006.  As a result of this tour, important contacts were made and numerous study abroad opportunities for WCU students were identified.  Specifically, all four universities had excellent intensive language programs taught by native speakers of Hebrew and Arabic, as well as world-class Peace and Conflict Studies Programs, Religious Studies, archaeological field schools, as well as internship opportunities, and service learning opportunities in the surrounding communities including recent immigrant populations, Israeli Arab and Palestinian Communities, and with local Druze and Bedouin communities as well.  A further development was establishing a contact with the organization MASA-Israel Journey which provides grants and scholarship opportunities for U.S. students to study in Israel.  As a result of this trip, a representative from MASA is scheduled to come to WCU this Fall and will meet with the WCU Jewish Student Association as well as any other students in order to promote their grants and scholarship opportunities.  In spite of many people’s concerns, John found Israel and each of the four host universities to be very friendly and extremely safe environments for students to study abroad, and already, we have one WCU student expressing an interest in studying abroad in Israel for the Spring 2009 term.
-Intercambios Linquisticos- ILYC Granada Summer 09- From June 1-18, Study Abroad Assistant, Josie Bewsey accompanied 11 WCU students for Intensive Spanish Language Study at our partner, ILYC Granada, Spain.  Our partners in Spain generously offered free meals, accommodation, and Spanish classes to Josie during her stay, and will continue to make this offer to WCU for a faculty or staff member as long as we continue to send 10 or more students per summer.  Therefore, it is our hope to continue to expand this program so that other WCU faculty or staff can take part in this opportunity.
LEAD 143- International Partners- WCU Freshman are showing increasing interest in International Education- This Fall 09 International Programs Staff will once again teach one of the Freshman “Western Peaks” Leadership classes, which has been renamed, LEAD 143- International Partners.  From its humble beginnings in Fall 07 with an enrollment of 4 WCU Freshman, a total of 24 completed the class last Fall 08. As of July, this course was already full for Fall 09, and students are asking about how to be waitlisted.  These students will be encouraged to become active leaders and will work in concert with everyone at WCU to integrate and internationalize our campus and our community.


Study Abroad Events for Fall 2009:
Every Wed. & Thurs.	(4 P.M & 11 A.M.) Study Abroad Advising Sessions- Room 109 Camp Building
August 18th	(All Day)		Deadline for ISEP Exchange Applications for Spring 2010
August 22nd	4 P.M. to 8 P.M.	Study Abroad Info Table at Valley Ballyhoo 
August 24th	5 P.M. to 8 P.M.	International Programs Welcome Back Cookout at the U. Club 
Sept. 22nd	10  A.M. to 2 P.M.	3rd Annual Study Abroad Fair- UC Grandroom
Sept. 30th	(All Day)		Deadline for WCU Study Abroad Programs for Spring 2010
Oct. 31st 	(All Day)		WCU Study Abroad Orientation- 143 Camp Building
Nov. 7th		(All Day)		UNCEP/ISEP Study Abroad Orientation-UNC-Greensboro 
Nov. 16-20th 	(Various)		International Education Week- Various Locations on Campus
Dec. 16th 	4 P.M.- 5 P.M.		Last Study Abroad Advising Session for Fall 09 Term
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