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In his book, “The Way to Wealth: Advice, Hints, and Tips on Business, Money, and Finance,” Benjamin Franklin offers oldies but goodies lifetime lessons that we can still apply. Since the original essay was first published in 1758 as a preface to Franklin's Poor Richard's Almanack, “The Way to Wealth” has been published in many different forms. This book is a collection of his essays and personal letters on how to be wealthy by managing time and money. 
Needless to say, Benjamin Franklin was an author, diplomat, philosopher, and scientist who contributed to the American Revolution more than any other people. His writings have inspired millions of people over the past two hundred years. However, his thoughts and advice have never been expired. 
What is the way to wealth? First of all, let me quote some of his words. “Lost time is never found again.” “Drive thy business, let not that drive thee.” “Diligence is the mother of luck.” “Work while it is called today, for you know not how much you may be hindered tomorrow.” “One today is worth two tomorrows.” “Never leave that till tomorrow which you can do today.” “If you would be wealthy, think of saving as well as of getting.” “When the well is dry, they know the worth of water.” “If you would know the value of money, go and try to borrow some; for he that goes a borrowing goes a sorrowing.” “Rather go to bed supperless than rise in debt.”
Again, what is the way to wealth? He explained that it mainly depends on two words: industry and frugality. Don’t waste neither time nor money, but make the best use of both. Franklin said “He that gets all he can honestly and saves all he gets (necessary expenses excepted) will certainly become rich, if that Being who governs the world, to whom all should look for a blessing on their honest endeavors, doth not, in his wise providence, otherwise determine.” 
His proverbs are countless and timeless. But, the message is clear and simple. What would he say if he is alive and look at the national debt over 14 trillion dollars? Be a lender, not a borrower. “It is hard for an empty bag to stand upright.” He has originally given this advice to individuals. But it is not too difficult to understand why his portrait is on the 100 dollar bill even if he was not a president of the United States. He is jocularly called “the only President of the United States who was never President of the United States.” His portraits on the bill should come back to the hands of American families.
It may take only an hour to read this pocket-size book. However, it will take decades to implement his advice even if we start it today. Tough times require getting back to basics.
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