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What are some general things you should know about research studies?

You are being asked to take part in a research study.  To join the study is voluntary. 

You may refuse to join, or you may withdraw your consent to be in the study, for any reason, without penalty. 

Research studies are designed to obtain new knowledge. This new information may help people in the future.   You may not receive any direct benefit from being in the research study. There also may be risks to being in research studies.

Details about this study are discussed below.  It is important that you understand this information so that you can make an informed choice about being in this research study.  

You will be given a copy of this consent form.  You should ask the researchers named above, or staff members who may assist them, any questions you have about this study at any time.

What is the purpose of this study? 

The purpose of this research study is to learn about the strengths and challenges involved in the implementation of the NC TEACH II Transition to Teaching grant project.  NC TEACH II supports the recruitment and retention of highly qualified mid-career professionals who have not majored in education to teach in high-need schools and districts through the development of new or enhanced alternative routes to certification.
How many people will take part in this study?

If you decide to be in this study, you will be one of approximately 500 people in this research study.

How long will your part in this study last? 

Participants will be a part of the study during their participation in the NC TEACH II program.  Participants will be asked to complete brief (9-10 minute) surveys at their enrollment in the program, when completing a summer institute, and at the end of each program year.  Some participants may be asked for their voluntary participation in a 60-90 minute focused group interview.
What will happen if you take part in the study?

Participants will respond to an on-line survey asking questions about their interaction with NC TEACH II.  These questions will include detail on recruitment, classes taken, communication with host institutions, preparation for teaching, job satisfaction, job experiences, and participant predictions of future teaching activity.  Invitation to respond to the survey will be sent directly to the participant by the external evaluator and participants will gain access to the survey site through a password protected process.

Focus group interview participants will be selected from participants who indicate that they are interested in volunteering their time to be in a group.   Group participants will respond to a set of questions and probes posed by the external evaluator who will serve as moderator.  The responses of the participants will be audio-tapped and a transcript of the recording created.  The transcript will contain no information identifying the name/work site of any participant.  One focus group will be conducted per year at each implementation site (4).  

What are the possible benefits from being in this study?

Research is designed to benefit society by gaining new knowledge. You may also expect to benefit by participating in this study by learning more about NC TEACH II its purposes and its state of implementation. 
What are the possible risks or discomforts involved from being in this study?  

There may be uncommon or previously unknown risks.  You should report any problems to the researcher.

How will your privacy be protected?  
All responses provided by participants will be confidential.  No information provided by any respondent will be communicated to program staff, employers, or anyone else in any way that associates any individual’s identity with their individual responses to survey items or focus group questions.

All data collected during the evaluation of NC TEACH II will be stored in a password protected database.  The data will be accessible only by the principal researcher, and co-investigators.  All participants will be assigned research identification numbers and data will be identified by these numbers.  A password protected master file of participant names matched with numbers will be maintained by the external evaluator.  
Although every effort will be made to keep research records private, there may be times when federal or state law requires the disclosure of such records, including personal information.  This is very unlikely, but if disclosure is ever required, UNC-Chapel Hill will take steps allowable by law to protect the privacy of personal information.  In some cases, your information in this research study could be reviewed by representatives of the University, research sponsors, or government agencies for purposes such as quality control or safety.  
Will you receive anything for being in this study?
You will not receive anything for taking part in this study.

Will it cost you anything to be in this study?

There will be no costs for being in the study

What if you are a UNC student?

You may choose not to be in the study or to stop being in the study before it is over at any time.  This will not affect your class standing or grades at UNC-Chapel Hill.  You will not be offered or receive any special consideration if you take part in this research.

What if you have questions about this study?
You have the right to ask, and have answered, any questions you may have about this research. If you have questions, or concerns, you should contact the researchers listed on the first page of this form.

What if you have questions about your rights as a research participant?

All research on human volunteers is reviewed by a committee that works to protect your rights and welfare.  If you have questions or concerns about your rights as a research subject you may contact, anonymously if you wish, the Institutional Review Board at 919-966-3113 or by email to IRB_subjects@unc.edu.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Participant’s Agreement: 

I have read the information provided above.  I have asked all the questions I have at this time.  Please indicate your agreement/disagreement to participate in this study by filling in the appropriate circles and signing below.  








          Yes
           No

I voluntarily agree to participate in this research study. 
I agree to complete the surveys distributed by NC TEACH II.

I would be willing to participate in a focus group interview

about my NC TEACH II experiences if asked.   
_________________________________________ 

_________________

Signature of Research Participant


 
Date

_________________________________________

Printed Name of Research Participant
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