

14 January 2009

Subject:  
Thirty-Ninth Annual High School Mathematics Contest

To:  
Principals (or Chairperson of Mathematics Departments)


of the Junior and Senior High Schools of the Seventeen 


Western Most Counties of North Carolina


During the last week of October 2008, your school should have received from us here in the Mathematics and Computer Science Department at WCU a letter, Subject:  Thirty-Ninth Annual Mathematics Contest, dated 28 October 2008, in which we attempted to describe in brief form the Thirty-Ninth Annual High School Mathematics Contest which our department is undertaking to sponsor in the spring.  In addition to describing briefly the details of the proposed contest, we then asked those teachers interested in the endeavor to respond, using our enclosed questionnaire, and furnish us some information on which we could make further plans.  We appreciated the time and effort of those responding.

   
As of this date, we expect approximately thirty to thirty-five schools to participate in the 2009 contest.  Upon examination of the returned questionnaires, it was found that it would be reasonable to use the same entrance scales as last year.  Based upon this and other data, we are now in a position to provide you with a description of the final arrangements for the contest.


Attached hereto, as enclosure 1, is a description of the contest as the Contest Committee expects to administer it.  This description was arrived at simply by changing, as appropriate, the description which was written for the 2008 contest.


Attached hereto, as enclosure 2, is an official School Enrollment Form which each designated Contest Supervisor is requested to fill out and return to me should you desire that we make our plans to include contestants from your school in the contest.  I request that you return the School Enrollment Form (and the fees described in enclosure 1) to me at the following address:


       
Contest Chairman


        
Mathematics Department


     
Western Carolina University

on or before 2 March 2009.   It is to be emphasized that return of a questionnaire earlier is not a prerequisite to entering the contest, i.e., your school may still enter the contest regardless of whether or not you returned the questionnaire enclosed in the letter of 28 October 2008.


As principal, you may want to delegate the responsibility of filling out the School Enrollment Form to the individual who serves as chairperson of the Mathematics Department of your school.  To publicize the contest, perhaps the final details of the contest could be posted on the bulletin board in the area where the mathematics classes are held.


It was stated in the 28 October 2008 letter that we would continue with the refined categories of senior high school competition, i.e., A-AA and AAA-AAAA divisions for senior high schools.  Thus, particular attention should be given by these schools to the criteria for selecting their appropriate division for school competition. 


A major stimulus to contest participation in 2008-2009 is the continuation of the Regional Run-Off sites.  For us, this means that the top 10% of the Algebra I contestants (not to exceed 20), the top 10% of the Geometry contestants (not to exceed 20), and the top 10% of the Algebra II contestants (not to exceed 20) will advance to the Run-Off Competition to be held at UNC-Asheville in Asheville, NC, on Thursday, 30 April 2009.  The top 8% of the comprehensive group, as for the past twenty-five years, will advance to the State Comprehensive Contest to be held in Durham, NC, on Thursday, 23 April 2009.


With regard to the use of calculations on the 2009 WCU local site exams, any calculator that may be used on the 2008-2009 SAT exam may be used.  This specifically includes, the TI 86 and TI 89 but excludes any calculator with a “typewriter” keyboard.  It is the responsibility of the contestant and/or the contestant’s school to furnish the calculator.  The Contest Committee does not plan to have extra calculators (or batteries) available for anyone who might not have a calculator (or working batteries) for whatever reason. For the first time in several years, calculators will not be allowed on the second round of testing, the State Finals Competition in Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, and Comprehensive 


The State Contest Committee has published the NCCTM State Mathematics Contest Rules of Eligibility which may be found on the contest web page at http://courses.ncssm.edu/goebel/STATECON/Inform/rules.htm.  The main idea or central rule is: “A student may compete in Algebra I, Geometry or Algebra II if he/she has been enrolled in the course during the present academic year.” 


If, after reading through enclosure 1 or while filling out enclosure 2, I can be of any assistance in answering questions that may arise, please do not hesitate to correspond with me.  Otherwise, I will look forward to receiving the School Enrollment Form from you soon.



Thank you,



Ralph H. Willis

Enclosures:

1)
Final details of the Contest                
 



2)
School Enrollment Form 



CONTEST DATE:   Thursday, 2 April, 2009



