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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE MBA PROGRAM

AT WESTERN CAROLINA UNIVERSITY, PROGRAMS IN ASHEVILLE
Q: 
What do I need to consider before deciding to apply?

A: 
Our program focuses on the unique challenges of our economy in Western North Carolina. We are a regional program focused on meeting regional needs. We routinely suggest that prospective students think hard about where they want to end up – both in career and in lifestyle. 
Career. Does your employer require that you complete a master’s degree, or specifically an MBA? Will the MBA allow you to move up in your current career, or are you hoping to leverage it into new career opportunities? If you want to work in WNC, we are great program for you. If you want to work in Washington DC or on Wall Street, maybe you should consider another, higher-profile business school option. You will also benefit from the networking options provided to you during your program. Moving away limits the ability to tap into those resources.

Lifestyle. If you currently live in WNC and eventually want to move away, you may want to consider moving before earning your MBA. Most programs are region or metropolitan-area focused. 
Timing. Are you working 60 hours per week with a spouse and young kids? Maybe this isn’t quite the right time for you start your MBA. Make sure you have the full support of your family, friends and workplace. The MBA is a big commitment that may, at times, take away time from your other priorities.  

Curriculum:

Q:
Why does the WCU MBA curriculum look so different from other programs?

A:
The redesign of our program in 2009 was based on consideration of unique demands in our economy, the need for global competitiveness, changing faces (more younger students, more female students) and applying knowledge (learn it Tuesday, use it Wednesday). The curriculum answers the needs of the WNC economy and creates leaders for our community. The core courses are integrative and interdisciplinary. Students learn a variety of leadership strategies and business management concepts within the context of marketing, research and development, legal affairs, information technology, and finance. The first four courses focus on mastering management, and the remainder focus on the C-Suite (CEO, COO, CRDO, CIO, CFO). Courses are “hands-on” to provide students with the opportunity to learn group dynamics and group leadership while gaining real consulting experience with clients, resulting in Business Ready® graduates.
Accreditation:
Q:
What does it mean to have AACSB accreditation?

A:
The College of Business at Western Carolina University is fully accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) International, the accrediting agency for business schools that is recognized worldwide. AACSB hold us to the same standards as other well-known schools, including UNC Chapel Hill and Duke University. We are obligated to constantly evaluate our curriculum and our faculty are required to be both professionally and academically qualified. Our MBA faculty members have terminal degrees and most have 20+ years of experience in the business areas they teach. 
WCU in Asheville:

Q:
Can I have more information about the MBA Program in Asheville, NC?

A:
About an hour east of Cullowhee, Asheville has a population of about 76,636 (US Census Bureau estimate from 2009), and the metropolitan area consisting of Buncombe, Haywood, Henderson and Madison counties has a population of about 412,672 (US Census Bureau 2009 estimate).

Most of our students come from in and around Asheville, NC and the largest businesses and biggest industry are located in Asheville and its metropolitan area. 
For these reasons, we are able to utilize resources at UNC Asheville, through the WCU Programs in Asheville office, located on the UNC Asheville campus. 

Q:
Will my classes be in Cullowhee or Asheville?
A:
Due to limited resources, we are only able to offer a limited number of face-to-face or interactive, televised technology (iTV) courses at WCU in Cullowhee – up to 5 total per semester. Our professors teaching iTV courses often switch between campuses to offer face-to-face time to each class. Most face-to-face courses are in Asheville, and the program can be completed in Asheville, but mostly likely not in Cullowhee.
WCU Programs in Asheville web site: http://asheville.wcu.edu
Q:
When will I be in class? How much additional time should I devote to class each semester?

A: 
Each course meets one night per week from 6-8:50pm. Part time and full time students attend night classes together. Part time students take 2 courses at a time (attending class 2 nights per week) and full time students take 3-4 courses at a time (attending class 3-4 nights per week). There are no classes on Fridays.
Each course, including class time, should add about 10 hours per week to your schedule. Therefore, we recommend that those with a full time job do not take more than 2 courses (an additional 20 hours of work a week), and that those attending classes full time do not work more than 20 hours per week.
Fees, Costs, Financial Assistance:

Q:
What is the cost of your program?
A:
Current estimates (2011-2012):

Tuition and Fees/semester

In-State

Out-of-State

Full time (9 or more hours)

$3251.50  

$8044.00
Part time—3 hours


 $1,091.65

$3,573.45 

Part time—6 hours


 $2,148.18

$5,742.18
Application Fee

$45
Books/Semester

Must be purchased; price varies. Expect $100-200 per course each semester.
Q:
How do students fund their MBA?

A:
Most students work full or part-time while they pursue their MBA degree and pay for their own classes.  Some organizations do offer tuition reimbursement or support and prospective students should check with their Human Resources departments or managers.  
There are very few available scholarships or grants for MBA students, but long-term, low-interest rate loans are readily available.  WCU offers a limited number of Graduate Assistantships, which carry a stipend of $4,000 US per semester and require 20 hours of work per week on business-based projects.  These assistantships are available on a limited basis to full-time highly-qualified applicants.  If applicants indicate on the application to Graduate School that they would like to be considered for an assistantship, a GA application will be sent to them to be returned to the MBA Office. 
A very limited number of in-state and out-of-state tuition waivers are available for highly qualified applicants who hold graduate assistantship positions.  A full in-state waiver is $2,571 for the academic year; a full out-of-state waiver is $9,585.  However, most of the tuition waivers are awarded as half waivers, which would be $1,285.50 for in state and $4,792.50 for out-of-state for the academic year.  The in-state student would also be responsible for student fees and other charges not included in the waived amount; and the out-of-state student would be responsible for in-state tuition charges, student fees, and other charges not included in the waived amount.
The Graduate School has Chancellor’s Fellowships and Study Grants available for well- qualified graduate students.  Applications for these awards are on line at http://www.wcu.edu/1169.asp.  International students may apply for the Kendall King Scholarship through the Graduate School. 
The primary loan program for US citizens is the Stafford Loan.  For more information, visit the Financial Aid website at http://finaid.wcu.edu/.
All international applicants are required to provide proof of financial support for their degree.  They are also encouraged to research sources of funding within their own countries.  
In your search for funding from other sources, you may find the following sites helpful:  http://www.finaid.org, http://www.fastweb.monster.com, and http://www.collegenet.com.
Q:
Can the application fee by waived?

A:
The application fee is set at a level which just covers the costs of the Graduate School so the fee cannot be waived.  However, if you already hold a master’s degree from WCU, the application fee will be waived. It will be credited back to your account after you submit the application.
Relocation and Housing:
Q:
I will be moving to attend the WCU MBA program. Is there graduate student housing available?
A:
There is graduate student housing available in Cullowhee on the WCU campus. However, due to the limited number of course options in Cullowhee, and the business & networking opportunities in the Asheville area, it is recommended that you live in or near Asheville while attending this program.
On-Campus Graduate Dorms:
http://www.wcu.edu/housing
Meal Plans www.campusdish.com/en-US/CSSE/WesternCarolina
Living in Asheville:

Grove Apartments – student-style apartment living across the street from the UNC Asheville campus. 

Pinnacle Ridge Apartments – 2-3 bedroom garden and townhome apartments, just down the road from UNC Asheville campus.

Roommates and Rental Homes – http://asheville.craigslist.org, the best resource for available rooms and rentals in the Asheville area.
Admissions and Course Transfer:

Q:
How should I apply?

A:
Apply online at http://grad.wcu.edu 
Q:
What application materials are required?
A:
The online application, including an attached resume, statement of purpose, and 3 recommendation forms with letters. 

Official transcript(s) - sent directly from your institution to our Graduate School

Official GMAT scores – our institution code is 5897. For faster application completion, include this code when taking the test. (The GRE may be an acceptable alternative. Completion of a master’s or terminal degree may result in waiving the test requirement)


Q: 
Do you have a required minimum score on the GMAT or a minimum GPA? Is work experience required?
A:
We strongly recommend a minimum 450 GMAT score, a minimum 3.0 GPA, and at least two years of work experience. Although work experience is highly desirable, applicants with strong academic backgrounds and good GMAT scores may be admitted into the program without work experience.

Q:
Do you have on-line information available on your program?

A:
Yes.  Information may be found at http://mba.wcu.edu 
Q:
How should I study for the GMAT?

A:
There are several approaches to study for the GMAT, but the following are helpful suggestions:

You should practice, practice, practice (study) before taking the test. Set a testing date so you have a deadline to work towards.
Free GMAT preparation software can be downloaded from:

http://www.mba.com/mba/takethegmat.  
Purchase a GMAT review study guide with a CD; these are available at most bookstores or can be ordered through http://www.mba.com. 
Visit http://www.princetonreview.com for more study materials and to take a free online practice test.
Take the on-line GMAT preparation through Western Carolina University; the website for this option is http://www.wcu.edu/2926.asp.
Q:
What are your prerequisite requirements?

A:
There are no longer prerequisite requirements for the MBA program. We do require attendance at a day-long orientation and a 2 week ‘boot camp’ math review. These events are held on Saturdays and evenings during the two weeks before school starts each fall.
Q:
What are your admission deadlines?

A:
March 1 – Graduate Assistantship (Fall enrollment only, full-time enrollment required)

April 1 – International Students, Fall semester


July 15 – Domestic Students, Fall semester


Nov 15 – Domestic Students, Spring semester 
Q:
How can I check on the status of my application?

A:
You may check the status of your application by returning to the “Applyyourself” website where you applied; if you have been admitted, you must accept your admission on the site.  To get further information about your status, you may contact the MBA Office at 828-227-3588 or email mba@email.wcu.edu; or you may contact the Graduate School at 828-227-7398 or email mhartzog@email.wcu.edu.
Q:
What are your areas of emphasis?

A:
Students have the option of supplementing their MBA degree with concentrations or certificate in one of five areas of specialization:  Concentrations--Entrepreneurship, Health Care Administration, Human Resources, Sales and Marketing; Certificate--Project Management.  Each of these programs, which are intended to help students prepare for managerial opportunities in specialized settings, include the 36 semester-hour MBA core and 12 semester hours in any one of the five disciplines.  
Q:
I took MBA classes at another university; can I transfer them into your program?

A:
We allow a maximum of six acceptable, graduate-level semester hours to be transferred into our MBA degree program from an AACSB accredited university.

Q:
What do I need to know if my classes are in Asheville?

A:
Visit our WCU Programs in Asheville website at http://asheville.wcu.edu. 

International Applicants:

Q:
Do you require an evaluation of my international transcripts?

A:
Yes.  International candidates must provide a course-by-course or detailed evaluation of transcripts by an acceptable evaluation agency, such as World Education Services (WES) at www.worldeducationservices.com or Trustforte at www.trustforte.com .  Other approved agencies are listed at www.wcu.edu/webfiles/pdfs/foreigntrx.pdf.  
Q:
What score do I need on the TOEFL?

A:
We require a minimum TOEFL of 550 paper based, 213 computer based, or 79-80 internet based.


Q:
Do you have an “English as a Second Language” Program?

A:
WCU does have an Intensive English Program starting in Summer 2009.  For more information, please contact the Director, Connie Hanna at hanna@email.wcu.edu.  
Q:
What types of job opportunities are available for an international student?

A:
Our international graduates have obtained jobs in the U.S. in a wide variety of fields, including information technology, sales, marketing, management, and finance.  However, you should not rely on getting a job in the U.S.; economic fluctuations impact the job market significantly.
Q:
Do you have on-line information for international students?

A:
Yes.  For more information, please visit the following website:

http://www.wcu.edu/245.asp.
Other Questions:

Q:
If I have questions about the MBA program which have not been addressed, whom should I contact?

A:
Dr. Steve Ha, Program Director – iha@email.wcu.edu; 828-227-3008


Kelly McIntyre, Program Coordinator – kumcintyre@wcu.edu; 828-227-3588 
 Also, you may find answers to many of your questions at http://www.wcu.edu/70.asp -- Graduate Admission FAQS.  You may access our current graduate catalog at http://catalog.wcu.edu/index.php?catoid=16.
(Note:  Any costs, stipends, awards, and other information listed in this document are subject to change).

