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DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS AND COMPUTER SCIENCE


		17 January 2012


Subject:  	Forty-Second Annual High School Mathematics Contest

To:  	Principals (or Chairperson of Mathematics Departments)
	of the Junior and Senior High Schools of the Sixteen
	Western Most Counties of North Carolina

	During the third week of October 2011, your school should have received from us, the Mathematics and Computer Science Department at WCU, an e-mail entitled “Forty-Second Annual High School Mathematics Contest” in which we describe, in brief form, the Forty-Second Annual High School Mathematics Contest which our department is undertaking to sponsor in the spring.  In addition to describing briefly the details of the proposed contest, we asked those teachers interested in the endeavor to respond and to furnish us with some information on which we could make further plans.  We appreciate the time and effort of those who responded.

   	As of this date, we expect roughly twenty-five to thirty schools to participate in the 2012 contest.  Thus, it was found reasonable to modify the entrance scales for comprehensive divisions.  However, schools are no longer divided according to size, the school award system has been modified significantly, and schools are also not now required to have a final attending percentage of 75% of their eligible students.  I am now in a position to provide you with more information about the contest and its particulars.

	Attached is a description of the contest as the Contest Committee expects to administer it.  This description was arrived at simply by changing, as appropriate, the description which was written for the 2011 contest.

	Attached also is the official School Enrollment Form which we request that each designated Contest Supervisor fill out and return should they desire we make plans to include students from your school as contestants in our Forty-Second Annual Mathematics Contest.  I request that you return the School Enrollment Form (and the fees described) to me at the following address on or before February 20th, 2011:
	       	Contest Chairman
	        	Mathematics Department
	     	Western Carolina University

It is to be emphasized that you are not required to have replied to the late 2011 e-mail to be allowed entrance into the contest.

	As principal, you may want to delegate the responsibility of filling out the School Enrollment Form to the individual who serves as chairperson of the Mathematics Department at your school.  To publicize the contest, the final details of the contest could be posted on a bulletin board where the mathematics classes are held.

	A major stimulus to contest participation in 2011-2012 is the continuation of the Regional Run-Off sites.  For us, this means that the top 10% of the Algebra I contestants (not to exceed 20), the top 10% of the Geometry contestants (not to exceed 20), and the top 10% of the Algebra II contestants (not to exceed 20) will advance to the Run-Off Competition to be held at UNC-Asheville in Asheville, NC, on Thursday, 3 May 2012.  The top 7% of the comprehensive group will advance to the State Comprehensive Contest to be held in Durham, NC, on Thursday, 19 April 2012.

	Unlike in previous years, the use of any calculator will be prohibited on the 2012 contest. For the third time in several years, calculators will not be allowed on the second round of testing, the State Finals Competition in Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, and Comprehensive.
	
	The State Contest Committee has published the NCCTM State Mathematics Contest Rules of Eligibility which may be found on the contest web page here 
(http://courses.ncssm.edu/goebel/STATECON/state.htm)
	The main idea/central rule is that "a student may compete in Algebra I, Geometry or Algebra II if he/she has been enrolled in the course during the present academic year."

	If, after reading through the attached files, I can be of any assistance in answering questions that may arise, please do not hesitate to correspond with me.  Otherwise, I look forward to receiving the School Enrollment Form from you soon.

		Thank you,


		Axelle Faughn
		
Attached:		1)	History, Purpose, and Details of the Contest                	 
		2)	School Enrollment Form		

CONTEST DATE:   Tuesday, March 20th, 2012


Cullowhee, NC 28723
Office: 	  (828) 227-7245
Fax:	(828) 227-7240
Web: math.wcu.edu | cs.wcu.edu

Western Carolina University is a campus of the University of 
North Carolina and an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution.
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