Departmental and Faculty International Initiatives

International Visitors and Visiting Scholars for 2009-2010 and 2011
Since August, 2008, Dr. Jehyun Lee (Hannam University, Daejeon, South Korea) has been a visiting scholar in the College of Business, working on International Trade Practices, International Logistics and Electronic Trade.. He and his family will remain for another year at Western Carolina University.

Ms Yuhui Quan, from the College of International Culture and Education, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin, China, will teach beginning and intermediate Chinese in the Department of Modern Foreign Languages for the next two years. Her son will join her in Spring, 2010.

Our first delegation for this academic year Dr. Hyungtae Kim, President of Hannam University, Dr. Byungchul Lee, Dean of Global Relations, Mr. Wonbae Kim, Director of International Relations, and Dr. John Stiles, USA Advisor of International Relations, will visit the WCU chancellor and campus on August 4.  
International Students

This Fall, 2009, we are expecting 37 new International students from 20 countries. We have two students, Renske Leenders and Anne-Marije Minten, attending WCU in forensic science from our partner AVANS University in Breda, the Netherlands. These are our first science students on this agreement which was changed this year to include science as well as business students.  International Student Orientation begins Wednesday, August 19th and ends on Sunday, August 23rd.  The annual International Education Week will be held this year from November 16-20, 2009, with classroom speakers and other campus events.
Intensive English Program (IEP)
Administrative components and curriculum for the new Intensive English Program are in place, and recruiting of international students for the IEP has begun. The first course will be taught in Fall 09 semester. In addition, a 3-hour credit-bearing course, Engl 131 Academic English for Non-native Speakers, has been established. The IEP offered ESL Tutoring Sessions twice a week during Spring 09 semester for current international students who wanted help improving their English proficiency. This fall we will have one student in the IEP.  However, one of our partners in China, Xi’An University of Technology and Architecture is sending approximately six students for spring, 2010.
WCU Faculty will teach abroad
In this next academic year, three WCU faculty have been approved to teach at the Middelburg Center for Transatlantic Studies in Middelburg, Netherlands.  Dr. Mimi Fenton, English; Dr. Gibbs Knotts, Political Science; and Dr. Chris Cooper, Political Science. They will be teaching students from member institutions in 12 countries.
Study Abroad Activity
From Fall, 2008 to Fall, 2009, there was a 31% increase in WCU students studying abroad. The participation of students in summer 2009 study abroad programs also saw a 39% increase.

This contrasts with an estimated 2% drop in UNC-system study abroad students during this difficult economic year.

While Western Europe continues to be the most popular study abroad destination, programs in Asia are significantly growing.  Other new destinations include a Forensic Anthropology internship in Portugal, Finland, University of Ghana, and archaeological field work in Egypt.

For Fall 2009, IPS is promoting the Middelburg Center for Transatlantic Program (MCTS).  This study abroad program represents a completely new opportunity for both WCU students and faculty to take part in an international consortium of faculty and students from around the world and is housed on the grounds of the Roosevelt Academy in The Netherlands. For more information see the following website: http://www.transatlanticstudies.org/
