
Honors Tutorial/English 204.03

Contemporary Novels of the World
100 Reynolds Hall, 3:35 to 4:25 p.m. MWF


Fall 2007
Dr. Brian Railsback, Dean

The Honors College

143 Reynolds Hall
227-2101

brailsba@wcu.edu
Office Hours by appointment (call 227-2101)

As an Honors College Tutorial Course, our method extends back centuries and is most completely realized today at Oxford University.  We will not always meet as a “class” on MWF.  Instead, I will at times meet with you one-on-one and then we will have meetings altogether at designated times.  Once we get into the novels, we will have an initial meeting together and we will decide on an issue(s) to explore.  I will ask you to write a three-page (double-spaced, typed) response to the topic and to be ready to share it (read it) when we meet to discuss the book together. 

There are several objectives of this course:

1.  I hope you will be familiar with the major fellowships or scholarships available to you if you plan to go on to graduate school (Rhodes, Udall, British Marshall, etc.).

2.  Through the papers, I hope you will improve your writing skills and ability to analyze literature.  In addition, our visit to the library should help you learn how to do research in the area we are covering.

3.  Finally, and perhaps this is most important, I hope you will gain an appreciation and understanding of the contemporary novel in world literature.

Assignments include:

1.  One “profile” of one of the distinguished scholarships.  This includes a brief summary of the fellowship, some examples of recent winners (brief bios), and what you think a WCU student would have to do to win one.  5 points
2.  A three-page paper for each novel we cover (one of these could be the start of #3 below).

10 points each for a total of 50 points

3.  One longer paper (8-9 double-spaced typed pages) suitable for a conference presentation.

30 points

4.  One abstract (about 200 words) to be submitted to the National Conference on Undergraduate Research (you can check the NCUR 2007 website after Oct. 6 for more information). 5 points
5.  One written comprehensive examination, based on our discussions, the papers read, and the reading. 10 points
Our reading (in order):

The Tim Drum, by Gunter Grass
A Personal Matter, by Kenzaburo Oe

A House for Mr. Biwas, by V.S. Naipaul

Disgrace, by J.M. Coetzee

The Life of Pi, by Yann Martel


Schedule

(Adjustments may be made as we go.)

Week 1: Aug. 25
F.  Introductions/Profiles assigned
Week 2: Sept. 1 
F.  Review of  Profiles/Profiles due
Week 3: Sept. 6, 8
W. SPECIAL LIBRARY TOUR—MEET AT CIRCULATION DESK

F.  Questions: The Tin Drum
Week 4: Sept. 11, 13, 15
M.  Tutorial meetings

W.  Tutorial meetings

F. Tin Drum papers due
Week 5: Sept. 18, 20, 22
M. Questions: A Personal Matter
W. Tutorial meetings

F.  Tutorial meetings
Week 6: Sept. 25
M.  A Personal Matter papers due
Week 7: Oct. 2, 4, 6
M. Questions: A House for Mr. Biwas  

W.  Tutorial Meetings
F.  Tutorial Meetings

Week 8: Oct. 9, 11, 13
M. A House for Mr. Biwas papers due
W. Questions: Disgrace
F.  Tutorial Meetings
Week 9: Oct. 16
M.  Tutorial Meetings

Week 10: Oct. 23, 25, 27
M.  Disgrace papers due
W.  Questions: The Life of Pi
F.  Tutorial meetings
Week 11: Oct. 30, Nov. 1, 3

M.  Tutorial meetings

W.  The Life of Pi papers due
F.  Discussion: Abstracts and paper ideas
Week 12: Nov. 8, 10
W. Workshop abstracts (bring copies)
F. Workshop abstracts (bring copies)
Week 13: Nov. 13, 15, 17
M.  Abstracts due/discussion of paper ideas (outlining)

W.  Tutorial meetings/bring paper outlines
F.  Tutorial meetings/bring paper outlines/submit final abstracts to NCUR
Week 14: Nov. 20

M.  Discussion: progress on first drafts

Week 15: Nov. 27, 29, Dec. 1

M.  Workshop: paper drafts (bring copies)

W.  Workshop: paper drafts (bring copies)

F.  Workshop: paper drafts (bring copies)

Week 16: Dec. 4, 6, 8
M.  Tutorial meetings/paper revisions

W.  Tutorial meetings/paper revisions

F.  Discussion: review for final exam

FINAL EXAM AND DUE DATE FOR FINAL PAPER:

8 to 11:30 a.m., 100 Reynolds, on Friday, Dec. 15
If everyone agrees, we can move this time!

