
USI 101.02: Honors Forum, Fall 2009
MW 12:20 to 1:10 p.m./Reid 110

Dean Brian Railsback

Office: HC 101/Balsam Hall
Phone: 227-7383

brailsba@wcu.edu
Course Objectives:

1.  The Honors Forum should introduce you to the community you will live in for the next four years.  We will be involved with various aspects of the community in The Honors College, Western Carolina University, and Cullowhee.  This course will occur mostly in the first half of the semester (see the attached schedule) and by the end of it you should have a good sense of the university and Cullowhee and what your part will be here.

2.  We will examine The Honors Path, a plan that will help you become both a successful college student and—even more important—a successful college graduate.

The Honors Path will consider your involvement over the next four years in:

*Service Learning 

*Student leadership (such as The Honors College Board of Directors)
*Study Abroad

*Undergraduate Research

*Internships

*High-profile academic achievement, such as distinguished scholarships and The Honors College diploma 

Rental Text:

The Complete Guide to Academic Stardom, by James Duban (we will read select chapters in the book to help understand why a plan like The Honors Path is important). 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: 

Western Carolina University is committed to providing equal educational opportunities for students with documented disabilities.  Students who require disability services or reasonable accommodations must identify themselves as having a disability and provide current diagnostic documentation to Disability Services.  All information is confidential.  Please contact Disability Services for more information at (828) 227-2716 or 144 Killian Annex.
Assignments:

1.  We will not meet for the entire semester, so it is very important that you come to every meeting.  NOTE: We don’t meet regularly, so pay close attention to the syllabus.  Starting with your second absence, you will lose 10 points from your final grade for each absence.  There will be some outside group work related to this course, so please come to meetings you have scheduled with others in the class.

2.  This is an easy assignment: Take a half-sheet of paper, put a small photo of yourself on it, design the look of the card any way you like, put your name in bold print, and list the top five things people should know about you (David Letterman style, perhaps).  For the first term, please put this outside your door so people will know who you are.  (10 points)
3.  You will write two one-page reaction papers to events or readings as noted in the schedule below.  These reactions should be thoughtful, but your response is open (you might write a summary, a critique, or an analysis–humor is okay, too).  Grammar and spelling are important. You need at least one typed, double-spaced page but there is no upper page limit.  (15 points each, for a total of 30 points)

4.  You will write a two-page (minimum—there is no upper limit), typed paper on your Learning Plan (please see attached assignment).  (30 points)

5.  You will be involved in one all-class community service assignment; our class will be working with the Cullowhee Revitalization Endeavor (CURVE, at www.gocullowhee.org).  We will help this community grassroots organization, working side by side with community members, in a variety of ways.  You will need to turn in a one-page description of your involvement in this event.  (Participation in this service learning project is worth up to 30 points.)

NOTE: Marching Band members may substitute band-related service and write about that.

The sum of points is as you would expect: A=90-100, B=80-89, C=70-79, D=60-69, F=0-59

Schedule
M. August 24: Introductions/Trip and CURVE sign-ups/Campus Safety forms (Honors College Welcome, Pizza and drinks, Reynolds Hall lobby, 5 to 6 p.m.)
W.  August 26: Discuss Section Two: “The Ideal College Education,” pp. 19-42/Learning Plan discussion/ Photo/bio sheet due/Campus Safety forms due.
M. August 31: Discussion of CURVE project and Service Learning. 
W. Sept. 2: Discussion of Ch. 7: “The Successful Freshman Year: An Overview,” pp. 45-54.
M. Sept. 7: NO CLASS—LABOR DAY
W.  Sept. 9: Discussion of Section Five: “Being A College Star,” pp. 177-207.
S.  Sept. 12: CURVE Project (9:45 a.m. to noon, please meet at Papa’s Pizza of Cullowhee at 9:45 a.m.)/Tailgate for Football Game (5 to 6 p.m., in the parking lot by the Field House)

M.  Sept. 14: NO CLASS (Break from all the work on Saturday)
W.  Sept. 16:  Guest Speaker: Emily Sharpe, advising/registration information
M. Sept. 21:  Reaction Papers to Football Game and CURVE Project due/Discussion 
W.  Sept. 23:  Discussion of Career Services/Internships
Friday, Sept. 25: Cullowhee Concert “Roadies” (Shift from 1 to 3 p.m.)  Coulter Recital Hall
Saturday, Sept. 26: Cullowhee Concert for CURVE (Shifts from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m./7:30 to 9:30) Coulter Recital Hall/ Mountain Heritage Day

M. Sept. 28:  Learning Plan discussion
W. Sept. 30: Learning Plan/CURVE service learning paper (for “ROADIES”) due
TR.  Oct. 1: International Programs Meeting, UC Theatre, 5 to 6 p.m., with time afterward to meet with IP advisors

M. Oct. 5: Discussion/Preparation for Etiquette Banquet
FALL BREAK: Thursday, Oct. 8 to Tuesday, October 13
NO CLASS UNTIL:

Tuesday, Nov. 3:

5 to 6:15 p.m., Discussion with Katherine Brown, protocol expert, in the UC Theatre

6:30 to 8 p.m., First Annual Honors Freshman Etiquette Banquet, UC Grand Room

W.  Nov. 4: Etiquette Reaction Papers Due/Marching Band Service Learning Papers Due/Discussion/Evaluations
