Graduate Council Minutes

September 17, 2010
The Graduate Council met on Friday, September 17, 2010 at 1:00 pm in the Cardinal Room of the University Center.

Members present:  R. Adams, K. Brennan, J. Byrd, F. Buskey, R. Carton, K. Cooper-Duffy, L. DeWald, T. Domagalski, G. Graham, S. Higgins, 
M. Karvonen, B. Kloeppel, J. Mallory, D. Sally, J. Shirley and S. Swanger
Members absent: D. Butcher, C. Coburn, R. Jaskot, K. Lunnen, and P. Robertson
Others present: E. Frazier
Announcements
The announcements were distributed as an electronic handout for the meeting. 
Approval of the Minutes
Motion and second to approve the minutes of the April 16, 2010 meeting.  Motion passed. 
Graduate Faculty Review 
The following persons were approved by the Graduate Faculty Review Committee as members of the graduate faculty and came as a seconded motion for approval. 

Paul Yanik



Engineering and Technology




Affiliate


Michel Fiddy


Engineering and Technology




Affiliate


Steve Ha




Acct., Finance and Economics



Full


Roger Hartley

Political Science and Public Affairs

Full

Dan Bromberg

Political Science and Public Affairs

Full


Paul Dezendorf

Political Science and Public Affairs

Affiliate


Edward Raiola

Ed. Leadership and Foundations


Affiliate


Craig Fischer


English 














Temporary


A cover memo is not required for a nomination if an AA-21 designating a graduate faculty status recommendation for the individual is approved and on file in the Provost’s Office.
Curriculum Review
The following curriculum items were reviewed by the Curriculum Committee and came as a seconded motion:
Master of Science in Technology - Proposal to clarify the GRE requirement for admission to the program.
The Curriculum Committee made two suggestions:

1.  A rationale and, if applicable, evidence should be submitted with the AA-6 and/or AA-5 

 explaining the requested change.

2.  Program Directors should be invited to Graduate Council to answer questions about the proposed 


 changes in the AA-6/AA-5.

Academic Policy & Review
No report.
University Fellowship,
No report.

Scholarship &
 
Student Affairs 
 
Agenda Items
Graduate Faculty Status (see “Status Appointments” document) was discussed and editing corrections were suggested. 

The following issues and concerns were raised for further discussion at the next Graduate Council meeting:
· The “Status Appointments” document excludes outside members (individuals who do not work for Western Carolina University).  Many graduate programs rely on outside members to serve on thesis/dissertation committees. After discussion, there was consensus that qualified individuals who are not university employees should be eligible for Associate membership. 
· The “Additional Requirements” section was discussed at length.  The concern was raised that some junior faculty hired as assistant professors in graduate programs may not meet the criteria for Full Graduate Faculty Status defined in the “Status Appointments” document.  This is problematic for departments that need graduate faculty to teach and chair/serve on thesis/dissertation committees as soon as they are hired. 
Quality balanced to practical need was discussed regarding work load issues within a department.

·    There was also a very good process question connected to section 2.a.  The question:  Given the approval process steps as outlined, might we not have situations where a contract has been approved, sent, and signed without really knowing if the contracted faculty member has been granted the faculty status needed to perform the contracted duties? 

Other Items
It was suggested that Melissa Wargo and/or Alan Socha be invited to speak to the Graduate Council about collecting institutional data.



It was requested that, in future Graduate Council voting situations, abstentions be tallied along with votes “for” and “against” proposed motions. 



The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 pm.

Submitted by – Elizabeth Frazier
Please note: All attachments are on file in the Graduate School with the Graduate Council meeting minutes.
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