Graduate Council Minutes

March 26, 2010
The Graduate Council met on Friday, March 26, 2010 at 1:00 pm in the Rogers Room of the University Center.

Members present:  K. Brennan, F. Buskey, D. Butcher, J. Byrd, R. Carton, K. Cooper-Duffy, A. Denson, 

T. Domagalski, S. Higgins, K. Jaqua, K. Lunnen, A. Malesky, J. Mallory, P. Robertson, D. Sally and J. Shirley 
Members absent: R. Adams, C. Coburn, L. DeWald, C. Hart, R. Jaskot, and B. Jones
Others present: E. Frazier 
Announcements
The announcements were distributed as an electronic handout for the meeting.
Approval of the Minutes
Motion and second to approve the minutes of the February 12, 2010 meeting.  Motion passed. 
Graduate Faculty Review 
No nomination forms were submitted for approval by the Graduate Faculty Review Committee. 
 
Dana Sally presented to the Graduate Council proposed language to be added to the reappointment section of the Faculty Handbook tenure review policy currently under revision.

Action:  A motion was made to approve the proposed language.  Motion passed.  The proposed language to be added to the reappointment section of the Faculty Handbook will be submitted to APRC for review and approval.


Dana Sally presented to the Graduate Council a proposed AA-12 document revised to include a graduate faculty status section for the department head to complete whereby the department head recommends maintaining or changing a faculty member’s graduate faculty status.

Action:  After discussing the proposed change and suggested alternatives, a decision was reached that Dana, Kathy and Scott will revise the AA-12 to include the option of Graduate Faculty Status Yes or No under #8 Department Head Recommendation.  This revision to the AA-12 will be presented to Dr. Beth Tyson-Lofquist in the Provost’s Office for review and approval before it is brought back to the Graduate Council for review and approval at the April 16 meeting. 
Curriculum Review
The following curriculum items were reviewed by the Curriculum Committee and came as a seconded motion:

Program Changes Approved:



MAT General Special Education Program- MAT in Learning and Intellectual Disabilities is being revised to meet new state requirements for teacher education. 


MAT in Severe Disabilities Program- Change involves new courses and elimination of others.  New program title, MAT in the Adapted Curriculum reflects more current language. Another change not reflected in catalog copy is the elimination of undergraduate prerequisite courses.

MS in Chemistry Program- 1) Combine a current lecture and current lab course (CHEM 532 and 570) into one lecture/lab course (CHEM 535) and add the new course (CHEM 535) to the program and delete CHEM 532 and 570 from the program. 2) Change program admission requirements 3) Delete a course from the program requirements.


MFA Program- Revise program description.


EDD Program- Revise program requirements.


EDD Program- Add new course (EDL 805) to program requirements.


New Courses Approved:



SPED 506 Advanced Methods to Teach Students with High Incidence Disabilities (3)


SPED 507 Behavioral and Social Needs of Exceptional Learners in the General Curriculum (3)


SPED 562 Best Practices for Teaching Reading & Written Language to Exceptional Learners (3)


SPED 563 Best Practices for Teaching Mathematics to Exceptional Learners (3)


SPED 635 Introduction to Autism Spectrum Disorders (3)


SPED 636 Evidence-Based Methods for Teaching Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders (3)

CHEM 535 Instrumental Analysis II (3)


EDL 805 Academic Writing for Research (1-3, R6)


HR 614 Staffing (3)


Program Changes on Hold for Further Information and Consideration:

Master’s of Construction Management Program- Certificate program in Construction Management, concentration in Land Development and  certificate program in Land Development.

New Courses on Hold for Further Information and Consideration:


CM 500 Financial Management for Non-Financial Managers (3)

CM 515 Introduction to Legal Issues in Construction (2)


CM 660 Land Development I (6)


CM 660 Land Development II (6)


CM 660 Land Development III (6)
Academic Policy & Review
Kathleen presented the proposed changes to the Transfer Credit policy.

Action:  A motion was made to approve the proposed changes to the transfer of credit policy.  The motion passed. 
University Fellowship,
No Committee report.  The Chancellor’s Fellowship and Study Grant applications are now available online on the 
Scholarship &
Graduate School website at http://www.wcu.edu/253.asp.   The application deadline is April 30, 2010. 
Student Affairs 

Agenda Items
Kathleen presented three suggestions for enforcing program dismissal.  A motion was made to approve the following action:

Once the program director has notified the Graduate School of the dismissal of the student from the program, the Graduate School immediately puts a registration hold on the student until s/he applies for and is accepted into another program.  If the student is registered for classes the following semester, the Graduate School drops registration before applying the hold.  Students are informed in writing by Graduate School of the program dismissal.


Action: Motion passed.


Kathleen presented proposed changes to the Academic Dismissal Policy.  A motion was made to approve the changes as amended.  

Action: Motion passed.

Scott asked the Graduate Council to revisit a tabled motion to request program directors to review admission requirements. Scott suggested programs review admission requirements (criteria) for regular admission to better predict the success of enrolled students in the last two years (cohorts).  Success is defined as those students completing degree requirements in a timely manner, successfully completing entry level exams, etc.

Action: The recommendation of the Graduate Council is to integrate program admission requirements (standards) into the existing WCU Academic Program Review process. Scott will share the recommendation with Melissa Wargo, Office of Institutional Research and Effectiveness, for implementation.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 pm.

Submitted by – Elizabeth Frazier
Please note: All attachments are on file in the Graduate School with the Graduate Council meeting minutes.
