Graduate Council Minutes

January 23, 2009
The Graduate Council met on Friday, January 23, 2009 at 1:00 pm in the Rogers Room, University Center.

Members present:  M. Abel, D. Butcher, C. Coburn, A. Denson, B. Gastle, S. Ha, B. Jones, K. Lunnen, 
J. Mallory, J. Menickelli, M. Roland, M. Smith, and S. Tonnsen 
Members absent:  F. Buskey, C. Cooper, S. Higgins, K. Jaqua, D. Sally, C. Stepniak, and J. Zhang
Others present:  E. Frazier
Announcements

Graduate School and Research has moved to 110 Cordelia Camp Building. 


Faculty Scholarship Celebration Week is February 16-20.  Information can be found at 
http://hunterlibrarynews.blogspot.com/2009/01/faculty-scholarship-celebration-week.html.


Graduate Research Symposium is Thursday, March 26.  Students go to the webpage 
http://www.wcu.edu/1149.asp to complete the registration form.


Census date is January 26, 2009.  As of January 22, 2009, total graduate enrollment was 1861 
compared to 1867 for the same date last year and total undergraduate enrollment was 6650 compared 
to 
6574 for the same date last year.  Graduate enrollment was down in resident credit hours but up in 
distance education credit hours and Certificate program enrollment over last year.


When approved, Certificate Proposal Guidelines will be posted on the Graduate School website.

Approval of the Minutes
No approval of minutes for Dec 5, 2008.  Meeting held online for committee review only
Graduate Faculty Review 
The following persons were approved by the Graduate Faculty Review Committee as members


of the graduate faculty and came as a seconded motion for approval:
.  


Dr. Jeffrey Schmitt 



Chemistry and Physics












Affiliate






Dr. Ryan Schwiebert




Educational Leadership and Foundations




Temporary

Ms. Laura Duncan





English





















Affiliate


Motion passed.
Nomination forms and all credentials for persons nominated are on file in the Graduate School.

Curriculum Review
The following experiential curriculum items were approved by the Curriculum Committee and came as 

a seconded motion for approval:

New Courses:
















COUN 622 Counseling Adults and Older Persons (3) 
















CSP 615 History of Higher Education in the United States (3)
















CSP 625 Teaching and Learning Environments in Higher Education (3)
















PA 655 Grant-Writing for Public Affairs (3)















HR 666 Legal Issues in Human Resources (3)











Program Change:












Master of Science in Communication Sciences and Disorders- Changes in catalog to make what is 












written and what is required consistent.


Motion passed.

























The Curriculum Committee reported that the Graduate Council is now the final approval for graduate 
















curriculum prior to faculty senate review; graduate curriculum no longer goes before the University 
















Curriculum Committee since Graduate Council is a university committee. The Curriculum Committee 















will write up guidelines for graduate curriculum for approval by the Graduate Council.  The guidelines 















will be distributed to the College Curriculum Committees and the Academic Deans to provide 



















information about the expectations and standards of the Graduate Council for graduate curriculum 

















proposals.  

The Curriculum Committee will meet prior to the next Graduate Council meeting to draft the guidelines.

Academic Policy       
No report.
Review 

University Fellowship,         The committee heard an academic action appeal on December 9, 2008.  The applications for the 
Scholarship &
Chancellor’s Fellowship and Study Grant have been revised and will be available on the 

Student Affairs
Graduate School website 
at http://www.wcu.edu/1169.asp  by January 30, 2009.
Agenda Items
Discussion of upcoming review of all Graduate Programs and follow up to Provost’s discussion of the 
budget.  The Dean of the Graduate School will lead the review with the participation of the Academic 
Deans during this semester.  Graduate Council will be involved in developing the criteria for program 
review.  








The Graduate Council was asked to suggest Graduate Council Agenda items for the 2009 spring 











semester.  The following agenda items were requested: 1) a discussion of graduate course enrollment 









caps and the effect on graduate programs with total 
enrollment caps 2) a discussion of graduate 












assistantships 3) a discussion of the textbook rental policy for graduate students needing to take 











undergraduate prerequisites.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 pm.

Submitted by – Elizabeth Frazier

Please note: All attachments are on file in the Graduate School with the Graduate Council meeting minutes.

