GRS Award Winners
Overall Research Award

Rainy Summer Brake


Towards a Multi-Dimensional Approach to Cherokee Immersion Language Arts: A Review and Application of Current Literacy Acquisition Research

English- TESOL & Cherokee Studies, Humanities, Sponsors: Dr. Chris Blake and Hartwell Francis

NC Research Award

Nicole D. Allman
Connectivity of Carolina northern flying squirrel (Glaucomys sabrinus coloratus) foraging habitat

Discipline Area Awards

Education

K. Paul Knott and Anne Wade

“Barriers to Black Male Enrollment in the NC Community College System”

Educational Leadership and Foundations, Education, Sponsor: Eleanor Hilty

Fine and Performing Arts

Phyllis Jarvinen

Giotto’s Genius and How He Used Facial Expression to Connect Emotionally with Viewers

Music, FPA, Sponsor: Jonathan Farris

Health

Zack Kemp & Brandi Radford

Axial Torsion of the Tibia Relates to the Foot Progression Angle in Adults


Physical Therapy, Health, Sponsor: David Hudson

Humanities

Brad Reisinger

Milton’s Areopagitica in the Digital Age: The Surprising Virtue of Wiki

English, Humanities, Sponsor: Mimi Fenton
Sciences

Max Lanning
Clarifying the Status of Micranthes Careyana and M. Caroliniana as Distinct Species Based on Morphological and Molecular Differences
Biology,  Sciences, Sponsor: Kathy Mathews
Social Sciences

Steven L. Proctor

Response Bias in Screening County Jail Inmates for Addictions

Psychology, Social Sciences, Sponsor: Norman G. Hoffmann, Ph.D
Technology

Jeff Marston, TJ Knaga

Micro-Climate Observatory Design/Deployment Through Implementation of FORTH®


Engineering & Technology, Technology, Sponsor: Brian Howell
AWARD PRESENTATION TEXT

Each year, the Graduate School and Research recognizes exemplary research in the disciplinary fields at the Graduate Research Symposium; these awards come with a certificate and a $50 award.  We also present a  “Best Overall” research award, which includes a $150 award, and this year we inaugurate a North Carolina Research Award, given to graduate scholarship directly related to the State of North Carolina, and this honor includes a $100 award.

  To the award winners. Please come forward to receive your certificate and remain up front so we can get your signatures for your checks and take pictures for our web site.
We’ll begin with the disciplinary awards.

IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION

This award is presented to research conducted to identify factors that lead to lower enrollment by African American men in North Carolina Community Colleges and is exemplary in its focus on offering solutions based upon its qualitative research.  
The award goes to K. Paul Knott and Anne Wade “Barriers to Black Male Enrollment in the NC Community College System” Educational Leadership and Foundations, Education, Sponsor: Eleanor Hilty

IN THE FIELD OF FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS
This research was remarkable in its interdisciplinary approach to examining a master artist. 

The award goes to  Phyllis Jarvinen “Giotto’s Genius and How He Used Facial Expression to Connect Emotionally with Viewers” Music, FPA, Sponsor: Jonathan Farris

IN THE FIELD OF HEALTH

This research investigated child and adult pathologies related to, among other things, osteoarthritis, and incorproated a solid statistical analysis of measurements. 

The award goes to Zack Kemp & Brandi Radford “Axial Torsion of the Tibia Relates to the Foot Progression Angle in Adults
“ Physical Therapy, Health, Sponsor: David Hudson

IN THE FIELD OF HUMANITIES

One of my personal favorites, this research investigated the philosophical currency of one of British literature’s greatest thinkers and suggested the relevance of such historical analysis in a digital age.

The award goes to Brad Reisinger “Milton’s Areopagitica in the Digital Age: The Surprising Virtue of Wiki” English, Humanities, Sponsor: Mimi Fenton

IN THE FIELD OF SCIENCES

One of the more difficult fields to judge because of the caliber of submissions, this research incorporated impressive field research with analysis to examine the prevalence and distinction between two local and protected wildflowers.
The award goes to  Max Lanning, “Clarifying the Status of Micranthes Careyana and M. Caroliniana as Distinct Species Based on Morphological and Molecular Differences” Biology,  Sciences, Sponsor: Kathy Mathews

IN THE FIELD OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

Another difficult field to judge because of the quality and numbers of entries, this research exposes limitation in current methods aimed at reducing substance abuse in correctional facilities.

The award goes to Steven L. Proctor “Response Bias in Screening County Jail Inmates for Addictions” Psychology, Social Sciences, Sponsor: Norman G. Hoffmann, Ph.D

IN THE FIELD OF TECHNOLOGY

This applied research interrogates a method of climate data collection that would affect evelopment, agriculture, and land resource management efforts.
The award goes to Jeff Marston, TJ Knaga “Micro-Climate Observatory Design/Deployment Through Implementation of FORTH®” Engineering & Technology, Technology, Sponsor: Brian Howell
Our next award is the inaugural North Carolina Research Award.  This award stems from a discussion among all of the Deans and staff of North Carolina Graduate Schools at the most recently North Carolina Council of Graduate Schools meeting held here at Western this past fall.  Graduate School across the state recognized the value and the importance of identifying and encouraging graduate-level research devoted to the economic, cultural, and artistic development of our state.  The research in your program identified with the state image reflects this research, and Dean Higgins and other deans across the state will be sharing these research topics with our legislature and representatives in order to highlight the regional and local impact of graduate student research in our state.  The Graduate School at Western Carolina University is proud  o be the first graduate school in the state to award this honor on its campus.
This year’s research combines field work and significant data collection related to one our region’s most beloved native inhabitant.

The award goes to  Nicole D. Allman “Connectivity of Carolina northern flying squirrel (Glaucomys sabrinus coloratus) foraging habitat”
And finally, one submission is selected each year to receive a Best Overall Research presentation award.  This year’s recipient combined many of strengths of the individual winners to develop a process directly related to our regional heritage. Synthesis of current research in the field.  Discovery of independent research.  And application of research to a local need.

Please join me in congradulating  Rainy Summer Brake, “Towards a Multi-Dimensional Approach to Cherokee Immersion Language Arts: A Review and Application of Current Literacy Acquisition Research” English- TESOL & Cherokee Studies, Humanities, Sponsors: Dr. Chris Blake and Hartwell Francis

